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Lionheart Classical Academy Chooses First Board of Trustees 

Lionheart Classical Academy Chartered Public School, scheduled to open in 

September 2022 in Peterborough, has appointed its first Board of Trustees to govern the 

school.  At a public meeting held on January 6, 2022, Barry Tanner of Hancock 

(chairman), Kim Lavallee of Mont Vernon (vice chair and treasurer), Richard Merkt of 

Westmoreland (secretary), Leo Plante of Dublin, and Jim Fricchione of Windham were 

chosen as the five initial school board members.  The board will add two parent members 

following completion of student enrollment.   

The Board appointed Kerry Bedard of Hancock to be Executive Director of the 

Academy and Elizabeth Wilber of Keene to be Principal.  “It is an honor to be selected to 

lead Lionheart Classical Academy,” remarked Bedard, who added “Liz Wilber and I look 

forward to the opportunity of helping to provide a tuition-free, content-rich classical 

education to young students from New Hampshire.” Wilber echoes Bedard’s sentiments, 

“I am honored to be involved in this exciting academic endeavor and to be working with a 

school leadership team of highly capable, knowledgeable, and passionate professionals.”  

To date, 113 prospective students have registered with the new school, and student 

registration will remain open until March 1, followed by a lottery to determine which 

students are eligible to be enrolled.  The lottery will be held publicly on March 3, 2022.  

Lionheart Classical Academy is approved by the State Board of Education to enroll 148 

students in grades K-5 for the 2022-2023 academic year. 

“A parent information session is scheduled for 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, January 22, 

at the school’s facility at 10 Sharon Road in Peterborough,” said Bedard, “so families have 

an opportunity to tour the site and have their questions about the school answered.” 

Interested families are encouraged to visit the school’s website at 

LionheartClassical.org and to attend an upcoming parent information session to explore 

whether Lionheart Classical Academy is the right fit for their children. 
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