
Erik Oistad 
Behind the Suit 



CIO/Vice president Houston METRO 
2005-2010 

By now, you have likely been 
confronted with my ‘corporate 
resume’. Lot’s of stuff in there 
about positions of increasing 
responsibility, shareholder 
returns, business result, 
continuous improvement, 
degrees, certifications, and 
licenses.  
But there is more to Erik than 
all that … 



Youth 
How I grew 
to be an 
engineer…  



At the age of four, I took apart my Aunt Mildred’s sewing 
machine. My “time-out” lasted for weeks. 



Scout projects 



Iridescent Toad 
 
When I was 15, I ran my first business, Iridescent 
Toad, a lighting production service for local dances 
and concerts in New Orleans. Influenced by 
Jefferson Airplane, the show included standard 
stage lighting, and psychedelic ‘oil’ light shows.  
The business flourished for two years until my 
equipment was stolen. 
 
My parents put the money into my college fund.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It was time 
to move on. 



Science Fairs 



Science Fairs 



Science Fairs 
& Bell Labs 

In high school, I discovered that Science Fairs 
were a great way to get out of class. I got pretty 
good at it. AT&T sent me to their Murray Hill New 
Jersey Lab for a week.  



High school dramatics 

In my role as “Antrobus” in a production 
of Thornton Wilder’s “Skin of Our Teeth.” 



Mastered auto maintenance on the air-cooled 
engines of both the family Volkswagen and  
my Karmann-Ghia 



American Red Cross, New Orleans Chapter 

As another source of income in high school, I worked as a radio operator, mobile canteen 
operator, hurricane shelter director, offset printer, and photographer for the Red Cross. 



I learned photography,  
and took advantage of the  

New Orleans scene… 



Red Cross First Aid station, Mardi Gras, Canal Street, 
New Orleans 1970 



Red Cross First Aid station, Ponchartrain Park,  
New Orleans 1970 



Earning a degree in 
Electrical Engineering was a 
full-time effort, but I found 
time to continue my interest 
in photography.  



During college years, I spent 
summers working offshore to 
pay for tuition.   



Adulthood 



Texas 
Instruments 
 
Engineer 
 
 
TICOG:  
Texas Instruments 
Communications Grid 



Married Linda Hawks Oistad 1977 



Restoring a 1917 bungalow in Oak Cliff for 12 years proved challenging and rewarding.  
Like earning a Ph.D. in house construction — pier-and-beam foundation, plumbing, 
electrical systems, insulation, heating and cooling, landscaping, and interiors.    



In Chandlers Landing, I created and wired  
Craftsman-style lamps on the exterior  

of our house. 



Facilities management 
ARCO Tower 1983 
Dallas 



In college, I started riding motorcycles in Enduro competitions. Enduro is 
a time/speed/distance cross-country event somewhat like road rallies.  
My fellow engineers at Texas Instruments welcomed me into their own 
Enduro activities for a few years until I broke an ankle and moved on.   



Rare moment of rest with the cat 



Dallas Independent 
School District 
Talented and Gifted 
Magnet School 
Chairman, six years,  
Business Advisory Committee 



DISD TAG Magnet  
 
Through the ARCO 
Foundation, I was able to help 
with some funding for the 
Dallas Independent School 
District’s Talented and Gifted 
Magnet High School.  
 



The Electric Minotaur Mr. Fusion 



Blue Man – Tubulum 
Halloween 2011 
(donated after Halloween to Rockwall High School Band) 



Then I reconnected with an old love of sailing… 

My dad was a sea captain. I had to review basic 
seamanship to get fed dinner. Since parents 

can’t teach you anything, I learned sailing from 
my dad’s friend, Captain Arthur Terry.  

Captain Leif Oistad 



Teaching nephew Nathan to sail 
Annapolis, Maryland  



Enjoyed happy times with 
friends on Lake Ray Hubbard 
and on the Pacific coast aboard 
our boat Pomander III. 
 
I learned to make sails,  
and produced some  
winning canvas.  



When your friends learn that you can make sails, 
You get asked to make all sorts of things…  





Southern Methodist University 
Cox School of Business 
M.B.A. 1992 



Hong Kong 1991 
Sampan taxis in 
Aberdeen Harbor 



ARCO transferred me to California. 
On weekends I enjoyed  
racing in the Pacific.  



Pomander III 
trophied in 24-hour regatta  

San Diego 1995 
 



Los Angeles 1993-2003 



Building a 
‘Battle Bot’ 
for a friend 
and his son. 



Sailing, fishing, diving in the Pacific 



Santa Monica Fire Department 
Disaster Communications Service 



Pilot’s license 



Pilot’s license 
‘Single Engine - Land’ 



B-24 “OLE 927” 
Commemorative flight 



SCUBA 
PADI - Rescue Diver 



Volunteer diver, Moody Aquarium, Galveston, TX 



Captain’s license 
U.S. Coast Guard 



Angantyr: restoration of a classic sail boat 



Hurricane Ike leaves Angantyr on the lawn 
of the Houston Yacht Club. 

No problem, let’s 
paint the bottom 
while we are here.  



Restoration continues 
Following Hurricane Ike 



Re-design and upgrade of 
electrical system of “Angantyr” 

our classic 61-foot cutter  
custom-built in Germany by  

Abeking & Rasmussen 1963-64 

Also did electrical wiring  
for Lake Ray Hubbard  
‘Harbor Lights’ dinner yacht 



Angantyr’s restoration involves TIG, 
MIG, gas, and stick welding  



First Place 
in her class 

Harvest Moon Regatta 
Galveston to Port Aransas 

2011 



Spent some time 
with Crestron, 
completing their 
101 and 201 
programming 
certifications, 
and DMT  



The Marble Game… 
 
Or, I can follow instructions  
(if I have to) 



The Marble Game 



Perot Museum of Nature and Science 
Electrical engineer, Exhibits maintenance team 



I wear many hats… 
 

What can I do 
for you ? 

Leif Erik Oistad 
214-906-0740 

erik@oistad.net 
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