
Country Music Awards
November 15-20, 2026

(CMA date is tentative and could possibly shift. Official date won’t be 
released until Late Spring 2026.  CMA date will either be Nov 18 or Nov 11.)

Sunday, November 15, 2026 (D)
Afternoon
Check into The Hampton Inn Downtown Owensboro which offers comfortable, well-
appointed accommodation in the heart of Owensboro, Kentucky. Just steps from the 
Ohio River and local attractions, the hotel provides friendly service, modern amenities, 
and a convenient location for exploring the city’s dining, entertainment, and cultural 
highlights.
Afternoon
The Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame & Museum, located in Owensboro, Kentucky, is a 
dedicated center celebrating the history, culture, and influential figures of bluegrass 
music. It features interactive exhibits, instruments, recordings, and memorabilia, along 
with the official Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame honoring legendary artists.
Dinner
Enjoy an unforgettable evening with a private dinner at the Bluegrass Music Hall of Fame 
& Museum, created exclusively for your group. Guests will dine in one of the museum’s 
beautiful event spaces, surrounded by exhibits and memorabilia that bring the rich story 
of bluegrass music to life. The atmosphere is warm, inviting, and uniquely Kentucky.
As the meal unfolds, the experience is elevated by live bluegrass entertainment, offering 
an intimate performance just for your group. Musicians share the sounds and spirit of 
the genre, creating an authentic and engaging cultural highlight. It’s a perfect blend of 
history, hospitality, and live music—an experience your travelers will remember long after 
the tour ends.

Monday, November 16, 2026 (B, D)Smoky Mountain Adventure
Breakfast
Start your day with breakfast at the hotel.
Morning
The National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green, Kentucky is a celebration of America’s 
iconic sports car — the Chevrolet Corvette. The museum showcases a vast collection 
of historic and rare Corvettes, interactive exhibits, and displays that trace the car’s 
evolution from its 1953 beginnings to the present day. Housed in a striking building with 
the distinctive Skydome, the experience brings automotive history to life for enthusiasts 
and casual visitors alike.
Afternoon
Check into The Holiday Inn Nashville Downtown – Stadium offers comfortable 
accommodations in the heart of Nashville, just steps from Nissan Stadium and other 
downtown attractions. Enjoy modern rooms, convenient amenities, and easy access to 
Music City’s dining, entertainment, and nightlife.
Dinner
Paula Deen’s Kitchen is a lively Southern‑style restaurant inspired by celebrity chef Paula 
Deen’s classic home‑cooking traditions. The menu focuses on hearty comfort foods. 



Diners can expect bold flavors, generous portions, and a touch of Southern 
charm in every dish, often paired with classic sides such as mac ‘n’ cheese, 
collard greens, and mashed potatoes.

Tuesday, November 17, 2026 (B, D)
Breakfast
Start your day with a great breakfast at the hotel.
Morning
Experience a Nashville Guided Tour-Explore the vibrant music city on a guided tour 
of Nashville, Tennessee. Visitors travel with an expert guide through the heart of the 
city, seeing iconic landmarks like the Country Music Hall of Fame, Ryman Auditorium, 
and the legendary Honky Tonk Highway. Along the way, the guide shares stories of 
Nashville’s rich musical history, famous artists, and local culture, giving guests a mix 
of history, entertainment, and insider tips. It’s a perfect way to experience the sights, 
sounds, and spirit of Music City.
Morning
Explore Nashville at your own pace and lunch on your own, taking in the city’s iconic 
sights, vibrant music scene, and local culture. Afterward, enjoy lunch on your own, with 
plenty of options ranging from classic Southern cuisine to trendy eateries in downtown 
Music City.
Dinner
Santa Fe Cattle Company-Enjoy a hearty dinner at Santa Fe Cattle Company in 
Nashville, a classic Western‑style steakhouse known for its flavorful menu. With a warm, 
rustic atmosphere and generous portions, it’s a great spot to unwind over comforting, 
Southwestern‑inspired cuisine after a day of exploring Music City.
Evening
The Grand Ole Opry in Nashville is the legendary “home of country music,” showcasing 
live performances from iconic stars and rising talents. Known for its historic stage and 
deep ties to country music history, the Opry offers visitors a quintessential Music City 
experience filled with songs, stories, and Southern charm.

Wednesday, November 18, 2026 (B, L, D)
Breakfast
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel.
Morning
RCA Studio B-Step inside the historic RCA Studio B, where some of the most famous 
recordings in country music history were made. On this guided tour, visitors see the 
original recording equipment, learn about the “Nashville Sound,” and hear stories about 
legendary artists like Elvis Presley, Dolly Parton, and the Everly Brothers. It’s a behind-
the-scenes look at the music and magic that shaped Nashville’s legacy.
Morning
The Country Music Hall of Fame & Museum celebrates the history and legacy of 
country music. Explore exhibits featuring iconic instruments, costumes, recordings, and 
memorabilia, while learning the stories of legendary artists who shaped the genre. It’s 
a must-see destination for music lovers seeking an immersive look at Nashville’s rich 
musical heritage.
Lunch
Old Red’s-Enjoy lunch at Old Red in Nashville, a lively restaurant featuring Southern-
inspired cuisine and live music. Savor flavorful dishes while enjoying performances from 



talented local musicians, creating a fun, energetic dining experience in the 
heart of Music City.
Dinner
Enjoy dinner at Jimmy Buffet’s Margaritaville Nashville, a vibrant, island-themed 
restaurant inspired by Jimmy Buffett. Savor casual American and Caribbean-inspired 
dishes, tropical drinks, and a fun, lively atmosphere that brings a taste of paradise to 
Music City.
Evening
Experience the excitement of the Country Music Awards (CMA) ceremony, where the 
biggest stars in country music take the stage. Guests enjoy a glamorous evening of live 
performances, award presentations, and unforgettable entertainment, celebrating the 
best in the genre amid the energy and pageantry of Music City’s premier music event.

Thursday, November 19, 2026 (B, L, D)
Breakfast
Enjoy breakfast at the hotel.
Lunch
Cattleman’s Roadhouse in Shepherdsville, Kentucky is a casual, locally owned steakhouse 
known for its hearty American fare and welcoming, down-to-earth atmosphere. The 
menu focuses on hand-cut, aged steaks, grilled to order, along with popular options like 
pork chops, grilled salmon, burgers, and a plentiful salad bar. It’s a relaxed spot where 
travelers gather for satisfying meals in a comfortable setting.
Afternoon
Step into the heart of Kentucky bourbon with a Jim Beam Distillery tour and tasting 
designed just for your tour group. Wander the historic distillery grounds in Clermont, hear 
the fascinating stories of the Beam family, and discover how this world-famous bourbon 
is crafted from grain to barrel. The experience culminates with a guided tasting, where 
guests can savor a selection of Jim Beam bourbons, learning to appreciate the rich 
flavors and aromas that make Kentucky bourbon truly iconic.
Afternoon
Drury Inn & Suites Louisville North is a comfortable, well-located hotel. Guests can 
enjoy spacious rooms with free Wi‑Fi, microwave, and refrigerator. Each morning, a 
hot breakfast is served, and in the evening, the hotel offers the “Kickback” with snacks 
and beverages—a relaxed way to unwind after a day of sightseeing. Amenities include 
an indoor pool, fitness center, and free parking. Convenient to shopping, dining, and 
highways, it’s a dependable, welcoming choice for group travel.
Dinner
Enjoy a Kickback dinner at a Drury Hotel for your tour group that is a relaxed evening meal 
and social reception offered nightly to guests. From about 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM, everyone 
can enjoy a buffet‑style spread of hot foods with a rotating menu of hearty options like 
pasta, salads, baked potatoes, nachos and more, along with cold beverages and soft 
drinks included with the stay. For adults of legal drinking age, many locations also offer 
a few complimentary beer, wine, or mixed drinks during the Kickback. It’s a convenient, 
informal way for your group to unwind and have dinner together without leaving the hotel.

Friday, November 20, 2026 (B)
Breakfast
Enjoy your last breakfast at the hotel before departing for home.


