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Program for an unidentified Labelle concert, circa 1974. Private 
collection of Beau McCall.

In 1974, Labelle (Patti LaBelle, Nona Hendryx and Sarah Dash) made 
history as the first contemporary Black music group to perform at the 
Metropolitan Opera House in New York City. The event attended by the 
likes of Cher and Debbie Allen was praised in the press, with John 
Crittenden of The Record newspaper writing, “...they were hot. One has 
the feeling that Labelle is where hard rock is headed…everybody was 
dancing in all the boxes.” This program isn’t from the Met Opera show, 
but included in its pages are several photos from that performance, 
along with autographs by Hendryx and Dash. 

In 1975, with momentum from their concert still going strong, Labelle 
became the first Black vocal group on the cover of Rolling Stone 
magazine. 













Philadelphia Daily News clipping (digital print), 1987. 
From the Beau McCall Collection, Stonewall National 
Museum, Archives, & Library. 

This is a clipping of the article titled Patti LaBelle at 
the Forrest, used in the collage, Beau and Saifuddin 
Muhammad I. 





Ticket stub from An Evening with Patti LaBelle concert 
at the Forrest Theatre in Philadelphia, PA 1987. From 
the Beau McCall Collection, Stonewall National 
Museum, Archives, & Library.



Program for Patti LaBelle’s Look to the Rainbow tour, 1984. Private 
collection of Beau McCall. 













Back in the Cell song lyrics, 1985. Private collection of Beau McCall.

These are the original handwritten lyrics by Beau McCall for the Strange 
Beauties song, “Back in the Cell.” The lyrics are about racial profiling and 
gender-biased policing experienced by the band. McCall was partially 
inspired to write such socially conscious songs by divas he admired, 
such as Billie Holiday (e.g., “Strange Fruit,” 1939) and Labelle (e.g., “Are 
You Lonely?,” 1974). That inspiration is carried through to the artwork on 
display, which McCall created in homage to such brave and 
justice-minded figures.  

Scan the QR code at the front of the Museum to listen to the demo 
recording. 







Music playlist notebook, circa early 1990s-late 
1990s. Private collection of Beau McCall.

Included are Beau’s handwritten playlists. Some 
of the playlists were created as fun challenges 
with his friend Trey to see who could find the 
most songs on a particular theme. This notebook 
demonstrates how the two forged a connection 
through music.









Midtown 43 promotional flyer, 1987. From the Beau McCall 
Collection, Stonewall National Museum, Archives, & 
Library.

This is the flyer used in the collage. Moi, Renee V. Renee 
performed at Midtown 43, a now-defunct LGBTQ+ club in 
New York City. Renee is also the singer-songwriter of the 
cult classic dance song "Miss Honey." The song’s co-writers 
include Andrew Richardson and Count Maurice.





The Smart Place drink ticket, circa early-mid 
1980s. From the Beau McCall Collection, 
Stonewall National Museum, Archives, & 
Library.

This is the actual drink ticket used in the 
collage, Tony II. The Smart Place was one of 
the few Black LGBTQ-friendly bars in 
Philadelphia, PA.
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