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LEAD STORY 
FOX SPOTTED NEAR BINS 

 
Picture 1:Hector reviewing evidence related to the 
Conservatory Inquiry. 

By Hector, Editor-in-Chief  

Confidence Levels Continue To Raise 
Questions 

Watch Launches Investigation Into 
Source of Unwarranted Self-Assurance 

The Watch can confirm that the allotment 
fox has once again been observed in the 
vicinity of the bins. 

The sighting occurred during the early hours 
of the morning, beneath clear skies and 
under conditions generally considered 
favourable for observation, speculation, 
and standing perfectly still while pretending 
not to be interested in something. 

Witnesses describe the fox as possessing 
what can only be referred to as an air of 
unearned confidence. 
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This confidence was not subtle. 

Observers reported that the animal moved 
through the area with the composure of 
somebody arriving late to a meeting they 
had no intention of attending in the first 
place. It displayed neither urgency nor 
concern and appeared entirely untroubled 
by the possibility that any other creature 
might question its authority to be there. 

This immediately raised concerns among 
members of The Watch. 

Several observers expressed unease at the 
apparent mismatch between the fox's 
confidence and its documented 
achievements. 

One witness commented: 

"It looked like it had recently won 
something." 

A second witness went further. 

"Not only did it look like it had won 
something, it looked like it believed 
everyone else already knew it had won 
something." 

Naturally, these claims demanded 
investigation. 

The Watch therefore launched a 
comprehensive inquiry into the fox's recent 
activities. 

Initial findings proved inconclusive. 

Searches of the surrounding area revealed 
no trophies, certificates, medals, 
commemorative plaques, or symbolic 
laurels. No evidence was discovered 
suggesting the fox had achieved anything 
beyond the standard expectations 
associated with being a fox. 

Further investigation revealed that the fox 
had not, as far as anyone could determine: 

• Won a competition. 

• Completed a major project. 

• Acquired a promotion. 

• Received public recognition. 

• Achieved a notable personal 
milestone. 

• Done anything whatsoever to justify 
looking that pleased with itself. 

And yet, despite the apparent absence of 
accomplishment, confidence levels 
remained consistently high. 

The animal was subsequently observed 
pausing near the bins and surveying the 
surrounding area in a manner several 
witnesses described as "extraordinarily 
pleased with itself." 

One observer estimated that the fox was 
operating at confidence levels more 
typically associated with bestselling 
authors, successful politicians, or cats who 
have just knocked something expensive off 
a shelf and suffered no consequences. 

The Watch has therefore opened a formal 
inquiry into the source of the fox's 
optimism. 

Current theories include: 

Theory One: Sandwich Acquisition 

The fox may have recently obtained a 
sandwich. 

Historically, sandwiches have been linked 
to elevated morale across multiple species. 

However, evidence remains limited. 

Theory Two: Complete Absence of Self-
Doubt 

Some experts believe the fox may simply 
lack the internal mechanisms required for 
embarrassment, uncertainty, or second-
guessing. 

Should this theory prove correct, 
researchers have expressed interest in 
studying the phenomenon for possible 
application to humans attending 
presentations. 

Theory Three: General Fox-Related 
Arrogance 
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A growing number of observers maintain 
that the confidence is not the result of any 
recent success but is instead an inherent 
fox characteristic. 

Supporters of this theory point out that 
foxes have been behaving suspiciously self-
assured for generations. 

Theory Four: An Unusually Favourable 
Opinion of Itself 

This remains the leading theory. 

The Watch notes that the fox appears 
entirely satisfied with its own performance 
regardless of evidence, circumstance, or 
feedback. 

Indeed, some investigators have suggested 
that the fox may simply wake up each 
morning and decide it is doing extremely 
well. 

While unconventional, this explanation 
currently fits the available facts. 

At the time of publication, the fox had not 
responded to requests for comment. 

Attempts to arrange an interview were 
unsuccessful, largely because the fox left 
before any questions could be asked. 

The bins were also approached for 
comment. 

The bins declined. 

The Watch continues to monitor 
developments closely. 

Readers are encouraged to report any 
further sightings, particularly if the fox 
begins displaying confidence levels 
unsupported by reality, acquires a 
sandwich, or starts acting as though it owns 
property it clearly does not. 

This remains a developing story. Further 
updates will be provided as the situation 
unfolds. 

 

THE MONOCLE REPORT 

 
Picture 2: Mr Whiskers, Reporting with Monocled 
Authority. 

Mr Whiskers Writes: A Treatise on the 
Misuse of Sunbeams 

There is a growing crisis in our community, 
and I feel compelled — as the Gazette’s 
newly appointed Senior Columnist — to 
address it with the seriousness it deserves. 
I speak, of course, of the reckless, 
indiscriminate, and frankly uneducated use 
of sunbeams. 

Once, sunbeams were respected. They 
were approached with reverence. A cat 
would test the warmth with one paw, rotate 
precisely three times, and settle into the 
beam with the grace of a seasoned 
diplomat taking their seat at a summit. 

Now? Chaos. 

I have witnessed kittens flinging themselves 
into sunbeams without so much as a 
temperature check. I have seen cats lying 
diagonally across beams, wasting perfectly 
good light. I have even — and it pains me to 
write this — observed a dog attempting to 
occupy a sunbeam intended for feline use. 
The audacity. 

Sunbeams are a finite resource. They must 
be allocated with care. A proper sunbeam 
should be enjoyed at full stretch, whiskers 
forward, toes flexed, tail elegantly curled. 
Anything less is disrespectful to the beam, 
the garden, and frankly, the entire 
profession of being a cat. 

I propose a charter. A Sunbeam Code of 
Conduct. A return to standards. If we do not 
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act now, we risk a future in which sunbeams 
are squandered, misaligned, or — heaven 
forbid — shared. 

I trust the readership will support me in this 
noble cause. 

With dignity (and excellent posture), 
Mr Whiskers Senior Columnist, The 
Whiskered Gazette 

 

 

THE WATCH REPORTS 
Developments Continue Across The 
District 

 
Picture 3: Ophelia compiling intelligence from 
multiple sources. 

 Conditions Remain Stable, Interesting, 
and Potentially Worth Looking At Twice 

By Ophelia, Junior Reporter 

The Watch has been extremely busy over 
the past fortnight. 

To be completely transparent, a significant 
proportion of this activity involved sitting in 
strategically selected locations and 
listening to things. However, after 
discussing the matter with senior members 
of the editorial team, I have been assured 
that this still qualifies as journalism. 

Indeed, some would argue it is the purest 
form of journalism. 

The district has experienced a variety of 
developments, observations, incidents, 
occurrences, and things that happened 
nearby, all of which have been carefully 
monitored by The Watch and written down 

when somebody remembered where the 
notebook was. 

While none of the events described below 
have reached the significance of, for 
example, a fox investigating the bins, they 
are nevertheless considered worthy of 
public attention. 

 

Pigeon Escalates Flowerpot Dispute 

The most dramatic incident of the reporting 
period involved a pigeon and a flowerpot. 

The confrontation began shortly after 
breakfast and continued for several 
minutes. 

Witnesses report that the pigeon appeared 
to be under the impression that the 
flowerpot represented some form of 
challenge to its authority. 

The exact nature of the disagreement 
remains unclear. 

The flowerpot did not move, speak, or 
demonstrate any visible hostility at any 
point during the exchange. 

This did not discourage the pigeon. 

Observers described the bird as 
"committed to the argument" and "far more 
emotionally invested than the flowerpot." 

Eventually both parties left the situation 
exactly as they had found it. 

The Watch will continue monitoring 
developments in case tensions rise further. 

 

Suspicious Squirrel Activity Observed 

The Watch can also confirm multiple 
sightings of a squirrel carrying an object of 
uncertain origin. 

The squirrel moved quickly across the area 
and appeared unusually determined. 

Unfortunately the object's identity could not 
be confirmed. 
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Reports variously describe it as: 

• a twig, 

• half a biscuit, 

• a stolen treasure, 

• something definitely important, 

• or potentially another squirrel's 
problem. 

Regardless of its true nature, several 
observers agreed that the squirrel behaved 
like an individual transporting something it 
probably wasn't supposed to have. 

The Watch has therefore classified the 
incident as Moderately Suspicious Until 
Proven Otherwise. 

Further enquiries are ongoing. 

 

Sunbeam Quality Exceeds Expectations 

Elsewhere, two separate incidents involving 
unexpectedly excellent sunbeams were 
recorded. 

The first appeared in the late morning and 
was initially considered routine. 

However, closer inspection revealed a rare 
combination of warmth, brightness, and 
convenient positioning. 

One observer described it as: 

"Almost suspiciously good." 

The second sunbeam emerged later in the 
day near the windowsill and maintained 
favourable conditions for an extended 
period. 

Several local residents took full advantage. 

The Gazette is pleased to report that nap 
productivity throughout the region 
increased significantly as a result. 

 

Delivery Driver Demonstrates 
Exceptional Navigation Skills 

In what may be the most surprising 
development of the fortnight, a delivery 
driver was observed arriving at a destination 
while appearing to know exactly where he 
was going. 

The significance of this event should not be 
underestimated. 

Delivery drivers are traditionally observed 
consulting maps, checking numbers, 
turning around, reconsidering their choices, 
and occasionally examining completely 
unrelated houses before locating their 
destination. 

This individual bypassed all such 
procedures. 

Witnesses report that he approached the 
correct address directly, completed the 
delivery efficiently, and departed without 
once displaying confusion. 

Experts continue to study the event. 

At present no satisfactory explanation has 
been identified. 

 

Community Outlook 

Overall conditions across the district 
remain positive. 

The pigeons continue being pigeons. 

The squirrels continue behaving in ways 
best described as entrepreneurial. 

Sunbeam activity remains encouraging. 

The delivery network appears functional. 

The fox remains under investigation. 

In short, everything appears to be 
proceeding more or less as expected. 

The Watch will, of course, remain vigilant. 

I certainly will. 

Mostly because interesting things keep 
happening when I'm trying to have a nap. 
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"The world is full of fascinating 
developments if you sit still long enough to 
notice them." 

— Ophelia, Junior Reporter 

 

 

 

FROM THE FLOWERBED 

 
Picture 4 Lena from the flowerbed 

A Short Investigation Into the Mystery of 
the Missing Sunbeam 

Readers, I regret to inform you that a 
sunbeam has gone missing. 

It was last seen at approximately 10:14 this 
morning, stretching itself across the stone 
wall in a manner I can only describe as 
smug. I approached it with the appropriate 
reverence, prepared to settle in for a 
full-body bask, when — without warning — 
it vanished. 

I have conducted interviews with all 
relevant parties: 

• The pigeon claims he “didn’t see 
anything,” which is suspicious given 
his vantage point. 

• The bee insists the sunbeam was 
“never there to begin with,” which is 
frankly defeatist. 

• The mint patch offered no 
comment, but rustled meaningfully. 

After a detailed investigation, I have 
concluded that the sunbeam has relocated 
to the opposite side of the garden, possibly 
due to scheduling conflicts with the clouds. 
I will be pursuing it shortly. 

In the meantime, I advise readers to remain 
vigilant. Sunbeams are unpredictable, 
dramatic, and prone to wandering. Should 
you encounter one, approach calmly, rotate 
twice, and settle with confidence. 

Warm regards, Lena Garden 
Correspondent, The Whiskered Gazette 

 

ASK LENA 
Garden Problems Solved Gently 

 

Q: “Lena, the mint is taking over my garden. 
What should I do?” 

A: Mint is a free spirit. It does not believe in 
borders, rules, or personal space. I 
recommend gently suggesting it stay in its 
designated patch. It will ignore you, of 
course — but you will feel better for having 
tried. 

Q: “There’s a pigeon who keeps staring at 
me. Should I be concerned?” 

A: Pigeons stare because they forget what 
they were doing. He is likely harmless, 
confused, and possibly waiting for a 
meeting he is already late for. Offer him a 
nod. It helps. 

Q: “My sunbeam keeps moving. How do I 
stop it?” 

A: You cannot. Sunbeams are dramatic and 
enjoy making an entrance. Simply follow it 
with dignity. Rotate twice before settling. 
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Q: “A hedgehog rolled through my lavender. 
Is this normal?” 

A: Hedgehogs are tiny agents of chaos. 
Lavender is their runway. This is normal. 

Q: “How do I know if a flowerbed is suitable 
for napping?” 

A: Test it with one paw. If it feels warm, soft, 
and slightly rebellious, it is perfect. 

Signed with soft paws, Lena Garden 
Correspondent 

 

BARNEY'S BIT 
A Dog's Eye View 

By Barney 

Hello everyone. 

This fortnight I went on a walk. 

It was an excellent walk. 

In fact, I would go so far as to say it was the 
best walk. 

I appreciate that some readers may 
remember that I described my previous 
walk as the best walk as well. 

This is true. 

However, that does not make either 
statement incorrect. 

The wonderful thing about walks is that 
every walk is the best walk while it is 
happening. 

That is one of the many reasons I 
recommend them. 

The walk began with great promise because 
I realised almost immediately that we were, 
in fact, going on a walk. 

This was very encouraging. 

The air smelled interesting. 

The grass smelled interesting. 

Several bushes smelled extremely 
interesting. 

One bush in particular smelled so 
interesting that I felt it deserved a second 
visit on the return journey. 

There were people, too. 

Some of these people knew me already. 

Others had simply not met me yet. 

I was very pleased by all of them. 

I also encountered another dog. 

We exchanged professional greetings and 
discussed smells. 

The conversation was brief but productive. 

There were birds. 

There were leaves. 

There was a fence that I had absolutely no 
reason to be fascinated by and yet 
somehow found deeply compelling. 

Most importantly, there was a stick. 

Not an ordinary stick. 

An exceptional stick. 

A stick of remarkable quality. 

It was long without being awkward. 

Light without being flimsy. 

Interesting without trying too hard. 

For a few glorious moments, I genuinely 
considered carrying it home and making it 
part of the family. 

However, after careful consideration, I 
reached a difficult but necessary 
conclusion. 
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A stick that good should belong to everyone. 

It would be selfish to keep such excellence 
to myself. 

So I left it where I found it, allowing future 
generations to experience its many virtues. 

This, I believe, is called leadership. 

Later in the walk I made another important 
discovery. 

A puddle. 

 

Puddle Review 

      

Depth 

Generous. 

Character 

Honest. 

Presentation 

Clear, welcoming, and unapologetically 
puddle-shaped. 

Splash Potential 

Excellent. 

Overall Impression 

A very strong puddle. 

One of the better puddles I have 
encountered this season. 

I would happily visit again. 

 

To all readers, whatever you happen to be 
doing this week, I hope it is going well. 

If it isn't going well, I hope there is at least a 
good biscuit involved. 

If there isn't a biscuit, I hope one arrives 
shortly. 

Please remember that progress is still 
progress, even if it is slow. 

Please remember that naps are productive. 

Please remember that a bad day can 
usually be improved by going outside for a 
bit and looking at something interesting. 

A leaf, perhaps. 

Which reminds me. 

 

DISCOVERIES OF NOTE 

Leaf Review 

By Barney 

During my travels I discovered a leaf. 

The discovery occurred on the ground, 
which is where many of the best discoveries 
happen. 

The leaf was brown. 

It was also, quite impressively, shaped 
exactly like a leaf. 

This demonstrated a level of 
professionalism that I greatly admired. 

It showed confidence. 

Commitment. 

Purpose. 

At no point did it attempt to be anything 
other than a leaf. 

I found this inspiring. 

Many things in the modern world seem 
determined to become something else. 

This leaf had chosen its path and stayed 
true to it. 

I respect that. 

I spent several minutes examining it from 
different angles. 

Each angle confirmed my original findings. 

Yes. 

Definitely a leaf. 

An excellent example of one. 

Five stars. 
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Further review is unnecessary. 

The leaf knows what it did. 

 

Whatever you are working on, I think you are 
doing ever so well. 

Keep going. 

Someone is pleased to see you. 

Walkies is coming. 

Walkies is always coming. 

— Barney            

 

WEATHER 

 
Picture 5: Official Gazette Weather Observation 
Station. 

WINDOWSILL WEATHER 

Current Conditions 

• Pleasant morning sunshine 
• One pigeon 
• Light movement among leaves 
• Excellent windowsill occupancy 

levels 

Afternoon 

Increasing opportunities for napping. 

Evening 

Blanket conditions improving. 

Bird Activity Index 

• Pigeons Observed: 1 
• Confidence Level: Unjustified 
• Threat Rating: Minimal 

Windowsill Occupancy 

• Morning: Busy 
• Afternoon: Fully Booked 
• Evening: Prime Napping Territory 

Outlook 

Naps. 

 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

From Gareth 

"I have questions about the fox." 

The Editor appreciates reader engagement 
and confirms that he, too, has questions 
about the fox. 

Unfortunately, the fox continues to be 
uncooperative. 

From Barbara 

"I laughed out loud in my kitchen and one of 
my cats came to see what was wrong. 
Nothing was wrong. That was the point." 

The Gazette thanks Barbara for her 
correspondence and wishes both her and 
the concerned cat a pleasant fortnight. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 
 

 
Picture 6: Hector preparing the next edition amid 
growing circulation pressure. 

Editorial Note 

"There are many newspapers. Some report 
politics. Some report finance. Some report 
international affairs. 

Only one maintains dedicated coverage of 
foxes, puddles, weather, and morale 
occasionally contributed, with some 
reluctance, by a dog. 

Know your value." 

— Hector, Editor-in-Chief 

 

CONTRIBUTORS 
 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF - Hector 

Responsible for investigative journalism, 
editorial tone, and all windowsill-based 
decision-making. Known for his 
uncompromising stance on nap 
prioritisation and his ongoing campaign to 
reform human timekeeping. 

 

SENIOR COLUMNIST - Mr Whiskers 

Author of *The Monocle Report*. Brings 
monocled authority, unnecessary gravitas, 
and strong opinions on garden etiquette. 
Believes standards must be upheld, 
preferably by him. 

 

GARDEN CORRESPONDENT - Lena 

Provides gentle, observational reporting 
from the flowerbed. Specialises in weather, 
soil conditions, and the emotional lives of 
bluebells. Known for calm, fragrant 
journalism. 

 

JUNIOR REPORTER, THE WATCH - Ophelia 

Eager investigator with a talent for noticing 
clouds, silence, and suspicious human 
behaviour. Enthusiastic, earnest, and 
frequently surprised by her own findings. 

 

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTORS - The Watch 

A shadowy, multi-cat investigative body 
dedicated to monitoring human activity, nap 
conditions, and anything that might be 
important or might simply be interesting. 

AND BARNEY 


