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LEAD STORY
THE GREAT PASSWORD RESET CRISIS

Picture 1: Hector observing a human attempting their
fourth password reset with the expression of
someone losing faith in civilisation.

By The Watch, with deep concern and
several sympathetic blinks.

The Watch can confirm that the humans
have entered a new behavioural phase
triggered by a sudden and alarming
directive: all passwords must be changed
immediately. This announcement arrived
without warning on Tuesday morning,
causing widespread emotional turbulence
across Management Accounts.

The first signs of crisis were subtle. A
human stared at their screen for several
minutes without blinking. Another typed
slowly, hesitantly, as though approaching a
mythical creature. A third whispered, “Not
again,” which The Watch has classified as a
standard response to technological
adversity.

Initial compliance was catastrophically low.

Several humans attempted:
e Password1
e Password2
e PasswordFinal
e PasswordFinalFinal

The system rejected all proposals,

producing error messages described by one
human as “passive-aggressive.” Attempts to

add a single extra number were met with
stern refusal. One human tried adding a
comma, which the system did not consider
a symbol. This discovery caused a brief
period of despair.

The fox announced that his password has
always been StrategicVision123, and that
this demonstrates “forward-thinking
security posture.” The system disagreed.
The fox did not.

The squirrel has begun storing passwords
inside walnuts. He insists this is secure. It is
not.

Hector adopted a 42-character security
phrase and immediately locked himself out
of everything, including his own
monocle-polishing schedule. He has
described this as “a temporary setback in
dignity.”

The Reporting Pillar is humming in a tone
described as “technologically
disappointed.” The hydrangea reports that
human footsteps have become “hesitant.”
The mint patch is releasing supportive
aromas.

Not all conditions have stabilised.
Mandatory training has arrived, further
destabilising human behaviour. Charging
cables have vanished again. Meeting rooms
are booked for “Password Support
Sessions” that no one attends.

Nevertheless, The Watch remains
cautiously optimistic. Humans are still
capable of stroking. Cats are still capable of
receiving stroking. Barney has been given a
biscuit “for emotional support.”

The crisis continues. The newsroom
endures. The Watch will monitor the
situation closely, unless stroking increases
significantly, in which case monitoring will
pause immediately.
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THE MONOCLE REPORT

Picture 2: Mr Whiskers adjusting his monocle while
glaring at a laptop that has rejected his password for
the third time.

On the Decline of Standards During
Password Turbulence

By Mr Whiskers, Senior Columnist, Keeper
of Standards, Defender of Cushions

It is with a mixture of irritation, resignation,
and a monocle polished to a state of
righteous gleam that | present this week’s
report. Password resets have once again
plunged the newsroom into chaos, and |
must address the catastrophic decline in
standards that has followed.

Humans, ordinarily capable of basic
functioning, have become creatures of
confusion. They sit hunched over their
screens, typing passwords with the
desperation of beings attempting to unlock
ancient magic. They mutter phrases such as
“Why won’t it accept this?” and “l swear this
worked last time,” which | consider
admissions of personal failure.

I myself attempted to assist a human by
positioning my body directly in front of their
keyboard. They thanked me, then attempted
to use my name as a password. The system
rejected this. | am still offended.

Affectional governance has deteriorated
sharply. Cushions remain unfluffed. Laps
are occupied exclusively by laptops and
despair. Stroking is intermittent, distracted,
and occasionally performed with only one
hand. One human attempted to stroke me

while simultaneously typing. This is
unacceptable.

In response to this crisis, | have expanded
my monocle-supported insight panel. It
now includes the following metrics:

o Dignity Stability Index:
dangerously low

o Password Creativity Score:
negligible

e Cushion Compliance Rating:
compromised

¢ Human Emotional Integrity:
wobbling

e Biscuit Distribution Forecast:
inconsistent

e Likelihood of Further Chaos: high

The panel also contains a line that loops
around itself for dramatic effect. It
represents nothing, but | find it soothing.

I must issue a formal warning. Password
turbulence is not an excuse for abandoning
standards. Humans must remember that
affectional responsibilities continue even
during technological adversity. Cushions
must be fluffed. Cats must be
acknowledged. Monocles must be
respected.

| urge all humans to regain composure,
restore dignity, and cease attempting
passwords that insult us all.

Respectfully, Mr Whiskers Senior
Columnist, Monocle Bearer, Guardian of
Affectional Standards
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THE WATCH REPORTS

The Inbox Avalanche and Other
Post-Month-End Phenomena

Picture 3: Ophelia observing a human staring at a
password error message as though it contains
ancient prophecy.

Password Turbulence and Other
Post-Reset Phenomena

By Ophelia, Junior Reporter

The Watch has been monitoring human
behaviour closely during the password reset
crisis and can confirm that the situation has
escalated beyond mere technological
inconvenience. What began as a simple
instruction. “Please change your password”
has triggered a cascade of behavioural
anomalies across the department.

Password Shock

Humans are staring at screens with wide
eyes, typing slowly as though approaching a
mythical creature. Several have attempted
passwords they clearly knew would fail,
perhaps out of hope, perhaps out of
desperation. One human whispered, “l used
this last month,” which The Watch has
classified as Historical Password
Attachment.

Symbol Confusion

The requirement for symbols has caused
widespread philosophical distress. One
human attempted a comma. Another tried a
space. A third attempted to use the word
“symbol” as a symbol.

None succeeded.

Desk-Knock-Off Activity

Password turbulence appears to correlate
with increased desk-knock-off behaviour.
The Watch has documented:

e Straight Paw Knock: 4 incidents
e Walk-Past Swipe: 3 incidents
o Lie-Down Stretch: 2 incidents

One knock-off resulted in the displacement
of ateaspoon, which has now joined the
growing list of missing spoons.

The squirrel attempted to audit these
events and was removed for “interfering
with desk stability.”

Meeting Cameos

Cameo frequency has risen sharply. Cats
appeared in nine meetings this week,
including:

e onhe senior meeting
e two strategic updates
e onetraining session

e five meetings where cats were not
physically present but appeared
anyway

The fox attempted a cameo during a
password support call. He was not invited.
He joined anyway.

Routine Disruption

Humans have begun behaving
unpredictably. One made tea at 10:07, a
time previously considered “emotionally
unstable.” Another left the room twice,
returned once, and then stood in the
corridor staring at a bin.

The hydrangea reports “routine
fragmentation.” The mint patch is releasing
supportive aromas.
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Cable Chaos
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Charging cables have vanished again. The
Watch has identified:

e 14 cables
e 8drawers
e 3“temporary loans”
e 0Oconfirmed owners

The fox claims historical ownership of all
USB-C devices.

The Watch disagrees.

Emotional Consequences

Humans appear tired, confused, and mildly
philosophical. Cats are receiving stroking at
inconsistent intervals. Barney has been
given a biscuit “for emotional support.”

The Watch will continue observing until
password stability returns, unless stroking
increases significantly, in which case
monitoring will pause immediately.

FROM THE FLOWERBED

Picture 4: Lena basking in a sunbeam while a human
attempts to reset their password for the fifth time.

Soft Footsteps, Strange Routines, and
Technological Despair

By Lena, Garden Correspondent

Greetings once again from the flowerbed,
where the soil is warm, the mint is fragrant,
and the humans are behaving in ways that
can only be described as emotionally

crunchy. Password resets have begun, and
the garden has noticed the consequences.

The first sign of trouble arrived early on
Tuesday morning, when a human walked
past the hydrangea muttering, “Why does it
need a symbol?” The hydrangea was so
startled it briefly considered changing
colour. Another human stepped outside,
paused, and then wandered in a small
uncertain circle, as though trying to
remember what task they had abandoned.
This behaviour is classified as Routine
Fragmentation.

The mint patch has been observing the
humans closely. It reports that tea-making
times have become unpredictable. One
human prepared tea placed the mug down,
and immediately forgot it. The mug was left
outside. The garden has adopted it.

Password turbulence has also affected
footsteps. They are hesitant now. Soft, but
uncertain. Like creatures approaching a
mysterious object that might bite.

The Reporting Pillar, visible from the
flowerbed, is humming in a tone | would
describe as “technologically weary.” It has
not moved, but it is thinking about it.

Stroking has resumed, though in distracted,
intermittent quantities. A human attempted
to stroke Hector while simultaneously
typing, which resulted in neither a
successful password nor a satisfactory
stroke. Even Ophelia received a pat
accompanied by a sigh that drifted across
the garden like a small, confused breeze.

If your human is pacing, muttering, or
staring at their screen with the expression of
someone trying to unlock ancient magic, do
not be alarmed. This is simply the natural
aftermath of technological disruption.
Approach gently. Blink softly. Sit nearby.
Avoid the squirrel, who is conducting an
audit.

I will continue observing the humans from
the flowerbed and report any further
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developments, especially if routines
stabilise or if the mint patch becomes smug
again.

Issue Eight

With quiet rustles,

Lena

ASK LENA

“My human is behaving strangely. They
keep changing their routine. Should | be
worried?”

Dear Lena,

My human has started waking up at
different times, leaving rooms
unpredictably, and making tea at hours
previously considered emotionally
unstable. They also keep staring at the bin.
Is this normal? Should | intervene?

Concerned in the Corridor

Dear Concerned,

Your human is experiencing Routine
Fragmentation, a common condition
during periods of technological turbulence.
Password resets, mandatory training, and
general workplace chaos can cause
humans to drift away from their usual
patterns, like leaves caughtin a small but
determined breeze.

The garden has observed several signs of
this:

o footsteps that sound hesitant, as
though the human is unsure where
they are going

e teamade at unusual times, then
forgotten

e brief, confused pauses in doorways

e staring at bins with the expression of
someone trying to remember what
dayitis

These behaviours are not dangerous. They
are simply indicators that your human is
temporarily overwhelmed by symbols,
slides, and the concept of “password
complexity.”

Here is what you can do:
e sitnearby
e blink softly
o offer gentle presence

e avoid the squirrel, who is currently
burying “secure walnuts”

e donot attempt to correct the
human’s routine; it will stabilise
naturally once their emotional
weather clears

If your human sighs, lean against their arm.
If they mutter at the bin, observe quietly. If

they make tea at 10:07, accept this as part
of their healing journey.

With calm reassurance and a rustle of
leaves,

Lena

BARNEY'S BIT

Biscuits, Passwords, and Holiday Smells

Picture 5: Picture 6: Barney sitting proudly with a
biscuit labelled “Password Support Biscuit.”.

By Barney, Good Boy

Hello. It’s me. Barney.

The humans are changing passwords.
They are sad.

This means biscuits.
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| got a biscuit when a human typed a
password and made a noise like a deflating
balloon.

Then another biscuit when they tried again.

Then a cracker that was not a biscuit but
still good.

| like password resets.

The humans are also behaving strangely.
They walk into rooms and then leave again.
They make tea at odd times.

They stare at bins.

| do not understand this, but | sit next to
them anyway.

This helps.

| went on holiday.
There were new smells.
Many smells.

Some were good.
Some were confusing.
One was a crab.

| liked the crab smell.

My humans walked in different places.
They sat in different chairs.
They made tea in a different kettle.

| did not understand this either, but |
wagged.

This also helped.

When we came home, | looked for the crab
smell.

It was not here.

| found a stick instead.

It was an excellent stick.

| got a “Welcome Back Biscuit.”

It tasted like adventure.

Wags,
Barney

Morale Correspondent and Holiday
Specialist

THE FOX PRESENTS:
STRATEGIC INSIGHTS

Picture 6: The fox standing beside a chart containing
arrows, loops, and one star.

By The Fox, Senior Confidence Officer

Greetings, esteemed readers.

I would like to formally announce that |
predicted the password crisis.

Some deny this. They are incorrect.

My password, StrategicVision123, has

always demonstrated exceptional foresight.

The system disagreed, but systems are
notoriously slow to recognise genius. | have
submitted an appeal. The appeal was
rejected. | consider this atemporary
misunderstanding.
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In response to the current turbulence, |
have prepared a comprehensive strategic
chart. It contains:

Issue Eight

e onerising arrow
e one falling arrow
e oneloop
e onestar

e and ashape linvented called “The
Strategic Swirl”

None correspond to anything measurable,
but they convey movement, which is the
important part.

Key Findings from My Analysis

1. Passwords Are a Leadership
Opportunity

Humans must embrace complexity.
Symbols are not obstacles — they are
invitations to greatness.

2. Desk-Knock-Offs Are a Sign of
Innovation

Some claim cats are knocking items off
desks due to stress. | disagree. | believe
they are clearing space for strategic
thinking.

3. Meeting Cameos Increase Productivity
A cat appeared in a senior meeting this

week. Productivity improved immediately. |
take full credit.

4. Routine Disruption Is a Growth Phase

Humans are wandering around, making
decisions with what | call innovative
hesitation. This is what growth looks like.
Password turbulence is simply an
opportunity for strategic recalibration,
which | predicted.

My Proposed Initiatives

e Password Alignment Framework

A programme to ensure all
passwords are aligned with my
personalvalues.

¢ Symbol Readiness Programme

Training humans to embrace
symbols with confidence.

e Fox-Led Security Taskforce

| will lead this. No one else is
invited.

o DeskDecluttering Through
Paw-Based Movement

Cats will continue knocking items
off desks. This is strategic.

The Watch has asked me to stop submitting
charts.

| have declined.

With unwavering confidence,

The Fox

HELEN FROM HR/OD
PRESENTS: THE
TEMPERATURE CHECK

A Strategic Review of Password Wellbeing
and Routine Stability

Picture 7: Helen holding a clipboard covered in
diagrams that do not correspond to any known
metric.
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By Helen the Hedgehog, HR/OD Business
Partner (Self-Appointed)

Hello colleagues.

As part of our ongoing commitment to
holistic organisational wellbeing, | have
conducted a Password Temperature
Check. This does not measure
temperature. It measures vibes, alignment,
and cross-functional emotional readiness.

Routine Stability Index

The Routine Stability Index has dipped
slightly. Indicators include:

e humans leaving rooms
unpredictably

e footsteps described by the
hydrangea as “hesitant”

e mild corridor confusion

| classify this as Routine Drift, a natural
consequence of password-related
emotional load.

Desk-Based Behavioural Insights

Desk-knock-offs have increased by 14%.
This suggests a need for enhanced Surface
Interaction Awareness. Cats are
encouraged to continue expressing
themselves. Humans are encouraged to
stop placing important items near edges.

Meeting Cameo Alighment

Cameo frequency is trending upward. This
is positive. Cameos support
cross-functional visibility and enhance
stakeholder engagement.

The fox attempted a cameo during a
password support session. This was not
aligned.

Actionable Insights

To support password resilience and routine

recalibration, | recommend:
e increasing stroking frequency

e providing Barney with structured
biscuit opportunities

e discouraging the fox from
submitting charts

e reminding humans that symbols are
invitations to growth

e encouraging plants to maintain
emotional stability

Next Steps

| will be launching a Password Resilience
Initiative. It will not reduce confusion. It will
produce slides. One slide will be blank. This
is intentional.

Warm regards,
Helen

HR/OD Business Partner, Alignment
Enthusiast, Slide Creator

WEATHER

Picture 8: The Official Gazette Weather Observation
Station, humming gently.

WINDOWSILL WEATHER Conditions of
Password Turbulence
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General Outlook
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Atmosphere described as “hesitant,”
“slightly crunchy,” and “emotionally
symbolic.”

Temperature

Warm near radiators and humans
attempting resets. Cool near the mint
patch, which is releasing supportive
aromas.

Cloud Activity

Clouds shaped like:
e aquestion mark
e aloadingicon
e mild despair

One cloud briefly resembled a teaspoon. It
drifted away.

Precipitation

Light drizzle occurred when a human
attempted to add a number and failed.

Wind Conditions

Supportive breeze encouraging humans to
try again. Occasional gusts of frustration.

Sunbeam Forecast

Sunbeams remain optimistic and available
for naps.

Nap Recommendations

High nap suitability across all zones,
especially near humans muttering at
screens.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A selection of correspondence received,
reopened, or rediscovered after being
ignored during month-end

From Hector

“A human attempted to use my name as a
password. | am offended.”

Editor: Understandable.

From Mint Patch

“We have adopted a mug. Please confirm
ownership.”

Editor: Ownership confirmed.

From A Human
“l added a symbol. It still rejected me.”

Editor: Try again.

From The Fox
“| predicted everything.”

Editor: You predicted nothing.

From The Squirrel

“I have buried three secure walnuts. Please
respect the process.”

Editor: We do not.

From Hydrangea

“Human footsteps are crunchy. Please
advise.”

Editor: Emotional turbulence.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Picture 9: Hector seated at his desk, looking
technologically disappointed.

A Note on Recovery, Reasonable Behaviour,
and the Importance of Not Ignoring Cats

Editorial Note

Password resets have destabilised the
newsroom. Humans are muttering. Cats are
being ignored. Cushions remain unfluffed.

| urge patience. | urge composure. | urge
humans to stop attempting passwords that
insult us all.

We will recover. We will maintain dignity. We
will uphold standards.

With authority and mild irritation,
Hector

Editor-in-Chief

CONTRIBUTORS

Hector — Editor-in-Chief, Dignity
Custodian

Overseeing the Gazette during password
turbulence, maintaining editorial standards,
and issuing stern reminders that passwords
should not insult anyone’s dignity.

Mr Whiskers — Senior Columnist,
Monocle Bearer

Reporting on the catastrophic declinein
human composure, expanding the Dignity
Stability Index, and expressing controlled
outrage at being used as a password.

Ophelia — Junior Reporter, Behavioural
Analyst

Documenting password shock, symbol
confusion, desk-knock-off escalation, and
the rise of meeting cameos with quiet alarm
and excellent observational skills.

Helen the Hedgehog — HR/OD Business
Partner

Launching the Password Temperature
Check, identifying Routine Drift, and
producing slides that measure nothing but
vibes, alignment, and emotional readiness.

Barney — Morale Correspondent &
Holiday Specialist

Providing emotional support biscuits during
password turbulence and sharing his first
reflections on holiday smells, crab
encounters, and excellent sticks.

Also contributing:

The Fox - The Squirrel - Mint Patch -
Hydrangea - Reporting Pillar - Lena

CLASSIFIEDS

Lost, Found, and Questionably Important
Notices

LOST — Password Believed to be
somewhere in the shared drive.

FOUND — Walnut Labelled “TOP SECRET.”
Return to the squirrel.

NOTICE — Human Resources Pigeons
reminded that cooing is not multi-factor
authentication.
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FACILITIES UPDATE The Reporting Pillar is
humming in a tone described as
“technologically weary.”

Issue Eight

IT SERVICES Password resets now require
emotional readiness.

LOST — Teaspoon Last seen during a
desk-knock-off event.

FOUND — Mug Left outside. Garden has
adopted it.
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