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é Issue Ten

LEAD STORY

The Fire Door Incident: The Watch
Launches a Formal Investigation

Picture 1: Ophelia—Ophelia pauses
mid-investigation, detecting the faint scent of
threshold uncertainty.

By Ophelia, Junior Reporter

The newsroom has entered a new phase of
administrative uncertainty following the
discovery of the fire door standing open by
exactly four inches. The Watch has
confirmed that a formal investigation is now
underway. The door, previously considered
stable and unremarkable, was found ajar
early on Monday morning, prompting
immediate concern from cats, plants, and
several humans who insisted they “didn’t
touch it”

The hydrangea, positioned closest to the
threshold, reported a sudden breeze of
“emotional ambiguity.” The mint patch
described the event as “threshold
uncertainty,” though it declined to
elaborate. Hector blinked in a tone best
interpreted as editorial alarm before
retreating to his desk to consider the
implications.

Initial observations indicate that the door
was opened with deliberate hesitation. A
single mug was discovered nearby,
abandoned in a manner consistent with
Training Drift. A trail of biscuit crumbs led
toward the corridor and then stopped
abruptly, as though the culprit had
reconsidered their path. A sticky note
reading “Back in a sec” was found on the
floor, but no one has claimed authorship.

The squirrel denies involvement. It made
this statement while holding a clipboard
labelled “Door Audit Phase 1,” which has
raised additional questions. The fox has
announced that he invented fire doors and
therefore cannot be held responsible for
their behaviour. Pigeon #7 was seen near
the scene butinsists it was merely “passing
through.”

The Reporting Pillar is humming in a tone
described as threshold-adjacent. This has
been added to the official record.

The Watch has begun reconstructing the
moment of the incident. Early attempts
have produced limited results. The door
remains closed. The squirrel becomes
defensive whenever approached. A human
walked past muttering “l didn’t touch it,”
which has been noted but not yet verified.
The hydrangea flinched again.

Cats are advised to remain vigilant.
Humans are encouraged to avoid dramatic
declarations of innocence unless
absolutely necessary. The garden has
requested updates, particularly regarding
the mug.

The Fire Door Incident remains
unexplained. Further investigation will
continue throughout the week, or until the
door provides additional information. The
Watch will release findings as they emerge,
though it has already stated that “the
situation is developing in a manner best
described as administratively mysterious.”

With steady observation,

Ophelia
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THE MONOCLE REPORT

Picture 2: Mr Whiskers confronts the door with
dignified suspicion and monocle-based authority.

On the Nature of Suspicion and the
Decline of Structural Integrity

By Mr Whiskers, Senior Columnist

| have reviewed the circumstances
surrounding the Fire Door Incident with the
seriousness it deserves. The door, | am told,
was found open by exactly four inches. This
is not merely a measurement; it is a moral
failing.

| approached the scene with my usual
dignity. The door did not reciprocate. It
stood there, ajar, exuding the kind of casual
indifference one expects from poorly
trained architecture. | adjusted my monocle
and attempted to reason with it. It remained
unmoved.

The Watch has launched an investigation. |
applaud their efforts, though | question their
methodology. They have collected biscuit
crumbs, mug evidence, and a sticky note
reading “Back in a sec.” None of these
items, in my view, constitute proof of
competence. The squirrel has been seen
carrying a clipboard labelled Door Audit
Phase 1. This alone should alarm us all.

| have prepared a chart to illustrate the
situation. It contains:

e arising line representing suspicion,

¢ afalling line representing structural
integrity,

e aloop representing the moment the
door opened,

e and asmall star representing me,
because | remain the only stable
element in this organisation.

The chart is flawless. The door is not.

| have also observed that the Reporting
Pillar is humming in a tone described as
“threshold-adjacent.” This is unacceptable.
A pillar should hum in tones of certainty, not
ambiguity. | suspect it knows more than it
admits.

Mandatory training may have ended, but its
spirit lingers. Humans wander the corridors
muttering “l didn’t touch it,” as though
innocence were a password. Cats blink
knowingly. The hydrangea flinches. The fox
claims he invented fire doors. The squirrel
audits everything that moves.

| urge readers to remain vigilant. Doors do
not open themselves. They are persuaded,
coaxed, or betrayed. Until the culpritis
found, | recommend all staff approach
thresholds with caution and a sense of
moral superiority.

With dignified exasperation,

THE WATCH REPORTS

Picture 3: Ophelia documents a human exhibiting
classic Door Guilt Drift.

Observations from the Newsroom During
the Fire Door Incident

By Ophelia, Junior Reporter
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Picture 4: The game is a foot

The newsroom has entered a period of
heightened vigilance following the discovery
of the fire door open by exactly four inches.
The Watch has initiated a full investigation.
Activity levels have shifted accordingly, with
humans, cats, plants, and one squirrel
behaving in ways best described as
“threshold-reactive.”

Door Behaviour

The fire door was found ajar at 08:14. Its
posture suggested hesitation rather than
rebellion. The gap measured precisely four
inches, a detail that has become central to
the investigation. A second measurement
taken ten minutes later confirmed the same
result. The door has refused further
comment.

Footprint Analysis

Several footprints were discovered near the
threshold. They include:

e one human footprint (size uncertain,
confidence low)

e one squirrel footprint (confidence
high, squirrel denies involvement)

e one pigeon footprint (Pigeon #7
insists it was “just passing through”)

e one pawprint belonging to Hector,
who claims he was “supervising”

The pawprint was found facing away from
the door, suggesting either retreat or
dignified avoidance.

Object Placement

A mug was discovered near the scene. It
was positioned at an angle implying
abandonment rather than intentional
placement. The garden has expressed
interest in adopting it. A biscuit crumb trail
led toward the corridor and then stopped
abruptly, as though the culprit reconsidered
their escape route. Barney has confirmed
he ate the final crumb.

A sticky note reading “Back in a sec” was
found on the floor. No human has admitted
ownership. The handwriting is described as
“administratively vague.”

Atmospheric Conditions

The Reporting Pillar is humming in a tone
described as “threshold-adjacent.” The
hydrangea flinched twice. The mint patch
reports “door-related uncertainty.” A breeze
drifted through the corridor, carrying the
faint scent of confusion.

Suspect Activity

The squirrel was seen holding a clipboard
labelled “Door Audit Phase 1.” It denies
involvement but has begun conducting
interviews no one requested.

The fox has announced that he invented fire
doors and therefore cannot be held
responsible for their behaviour. He winked
at the door during the reconstruction
exercise. This has been noted.

A human walked past muttering “l didn’t
touch it.” This statement has been recorded
but not verified.
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Reconstruction Attempt

Issue Ten

The Watch attempted to recreate the
moment the door opened. Results were
inconclusive.

e The doorremained closed.
e The squirrel became defensive.
e The fox adjusted his imaginary tie.

e Hector blinked in a tone of editorial
concern.

e The hydrangea flinched again.
No further movement occurred.
General Atmosphere

The newsroom is behaving with the
particular tension of individuals aware that
a door has betrayed them. Cats are
watching the proceedings with calm
suspicion. Humans are attempting to
appear innocent. Plants are bracing for
further developments.

Interim Conclusion

The Fire Door Incident remains
unexplained. The Watch recommends
continued observation, gentle blinking, and
avoidance of the squirrel, who has now
acquired a second clipboard.

Further updates will follow as evidence
emerges, or as soon as the door provides
additional information.

With steady attention,
Ophelia

FROM THE FLOWERBED

Picture 5: Lena listens to corridor disturbances from
her sunbeam-based observation post..

By Lena, Garden Correspondent

Greetings once again from the flowerbed,
where the soil is warm, the mint is fragrant,
and the humans are behaving in ways that
can only be described as
threshold-anxious. The Fire Door Incident
has reached the garden, and we have
noticed the consequences.

The first sign of disturbance arrived early on
Monday morning, when a human walked
past the hydrangea muttering, “It wasn’t
me.” The hydrangea was so startled it briefly
adjusted its posture, leaning slightly away
from the corridor as though distancing itself
from suspicion. Another human stepped
outside, paused, and then stared at the
door with the expression of someone trying
to remember whether they had ever
touched a door in their life. This behaviour is
classified as Door Guilt Drift.

The mint patch has been observing the
situation closely. It reports that tea-making
times have become erratic again, with
humans wandering outside holding mugs
and then forgetting why they came. One
mug was placed near the fire door and
abandoned. The garden has adopted it. Itis
currently resting beside the rosemary,
which is offering emotional support.

Footsteps have changed. They are hesitant
now. Soft, but uncertain. Like creatures
approaching a threshold that might accuse
them of something. Even Hector walked
past with a blink that drifted across the
garden like a small, editorial sigh.
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The Reporting Pillar, visible from the
flowerbed, is humming in a tone | would
describe as “threshold-adjacent.” It has not
moved, but it is thinking about it. The hum
carries faint notes of suspicion, concern,
and mild disappointment.

Issue Ten

Stroking has resumed, though in distracted,
intermittent quantities. A human attempted
to stroke Ophelia while simultaneously
glancing nervously at the fire door. Neither
activity was successful. Even Barney
received a pat accompanied by a muttered,
“l didn’t open it,” which drifted across the
garden like a confused breeze.

If your human is pacing, muttering, or
staring at the fire door with the expression
of someone trying to unlock ancient
threshold wisdom, do not be alarmed. This
is simply the natural aftermath of a door
behaving unexpectedly. Approach gently.
Blink softly. Sit nearby. Avoid the squirrel,
who is currently conducting what it calls a
“Door Readiness Review.”

| will continue observing the humans from
the flowerbed and report any further
developments, especially if the door opens
again or if the mint patch becomes smug
about predicting it.

With quiet rustles,

Lena

ASK LENA

Garden Guidance for Humans
Experiencing Threshold-Related
Concerns

Advice from the Flowerbed

Q: Dear Lena, ever since the fire door was
found open, | keep pacing past it and
muttering “l didn’t touch it.” Is this
normal?

A: Yes. This is a classic case of Door Guilt
Drift, a natural human response to
unexpected architectural behaviour. If you
find yourself pacing, try standing near a
plant. The hydrangea has been practising
supportive leaning, and the mint patch is
offering calm, fragrant reassurance. Avoid
the squirrel, who is conducting interviews.

Q: Lena, | left a mug near the fire door. |
don’t remember doing this. Should |
retrieve it?

A: The garden has already adopted your
mug. It is resting beside the rosemary,
which is providing emotional stability.
Retrieval is not recommended. The mug has
begun a new life.

Q: I walked past the Reporting Pillar and it
hummed at me. Should | be worried?

A: The pillar is humming in a tone described
as “threshold-adjacent.” This is not
dangerous, merely contemplative. If the
hum becomes “administratively strained,”
please sit down in the flowerbed until the
sensation passes.

Q: I saw the squirrel holding a clipboard
labelled “Door Audit Phase 1.” Should |
answer its questions?

A: No. The squirrel’s questions are not
legally binding. If approached, blink politely
and walk away. If pursued, stand near the
mint patch; it has been practising assertive
rustling.

Q: Lena, | feel nervous walking through
the corridor now. The door seems...
aware.

A: Many humans have reported Threshold
Awareness Sensitivity. This is normal. The
door is simply processing its recent
behaviour. Walk calmly. Avoid dramatic
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pauses. If you feel overwhelmed, place your
hand near a leaf and breathe gently.

Issue Ten

Q: Should I tell Hector | think the door is
judging me?

A: Hector is already aware. He blinked in a
tone of editorial concern earlier. You may
speak to him if you wish, but he is currently
supervising the situation with dignified
exasperation.

Q: Will the door open again?

A: The garden believes it might. The
hydrangea has reported “a feeling.” The mint
patch has predicted “further threshold
activity.” The Watch is observing closely. If it
does open again, please remain calm and
avoid placing additional mugs nearby.

With quiet rustles,

Lena

BARNEY'S BIT

| Found a Biscuit Near the Door

Picture 6: Barney, Biscuit Correspondent, guarding
the scene with investigative crumbs.

By Barney, Biscuit Correspondent
Hello. Itis Barney.

I would like to report that | found a biscuit
near the fire door.

| did not open the door.

| only found the biscuit.

| thought it was important to say this clearly.

The biscuit was positioned in a way that
suggested it had been dropped during a
moment of uncertainty.

It was not crumbled.

It was whole.

| ate it.

This was for investigative purposes.

After eating the biscuit, | sat near the door
to see if any more biscuits appeared.

None did.

The door stayed open by four inches.
| did not touch it.

| only looked at it.

Then | looked at the place where the biscuit
had been. Then | looked at the door again.

This felt like the right thing to do.

The squirrel walked past holding a
clipboard. It looked at me in a way | would
describe as “audit-ish.” | blinked.

The squirrel wrote something down. | do not
know what it wrote. | hope it was something
nice.

A human walked past muttering “l didn’t
touch it

I would like to say that | also didn’t touch it.

| only touched the biscuit. | feel this is an
important distinction.

If anyone finds another biscuit near the
door, please let me know.

I will investigate it thoroughly.

With biscuit focus,

Barney
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THE FOX PRESENTS:
STRATEGIC INSIGHTS

On My Long-Standing Relationship with
Fire Doors

Picture 7: The Fox demonstrating what he calls
‘strategic proximity’to the fire door.

By The Fox, Senior Confidence Officer

Greetings, readers.

I would like to take this opportunity to clarify
my position regarding the recent Fire Door
Incident, which has caused considerable
unrest among the less strategic members of
the newsroom.

First, | must remind readers that | have
always maintained a close professional
relationship with fire doors. | have studied
them, supervised them, and, on several
occasions, improved them simply by
standing nearby. It is therefore unsurprising
that the door chose to open by exactly four
inches. Precision is a hallmark of my
influence.

Some have suggested that | may have
opened the door myself. This is incorrect. If |
had opened the door, it would have been by
a more impressive measurement. Four
inches is subtle. Four inches is mysterious.
Four inches is the work of someone
attempting to emulate my style without fully
understanding it.

| have been informed that The Watch is
conducting an investigation. | welcome this.
| expect their findings to confirm that | am
not only innocent, but inspirational. The
squirrel has been seen holding a clipboard
labelled Door Audit Phase 1.1 assume this
is in recognition of my leadership.

During the reconstruction exercise, | winked
at the door. This was not suspicious. It was
motivational. The door did not respond, but
| believe it appreciated the gesture.

I will continue to offer guidance as the
situation develops. If the door opens again,
| encourage everyone to remain calm and
consider the possibility that it is simply
trying to impress me.

With strategic brilliance,
The Fox

HELEN’S TEMPERATURE
CHECK

Picture 8: Helen presents metrics that do not
correspond to any known emotional temperature.

By Helen, HR Liaison and Reluctant
Thermometer

Good afternoon, colleagues.

As part of my ongoing commitment to
monitoring the emotional climate of the
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organisation, | have conducted a
Temperature Check in response to the Fire
Door Incident. The results are, in a word,
elevated. In two words, elevated and
unstable.

Issue Ten

General Mood

The overall emotional temperature currently
sits at 38.2°C, which is operationally
concerning and behaviourally predictable.
Humans are exhibiting classic signs of
Threshold Anxiety, including:

e corridor pacing
e muttering affirmations of innocence
e prolonged staring at the door

e sudden, unplanned mug
abandonment

One human attempted to complete a
reflective pause while walking past the
door. The pause was unsuccessful.

Door-Specific Indicators

The fire door itself is presenting with
low-level liminality, a state in which a door
is neither fully open nor fully closed and
therefore becomes a catalyst for
organisational drift. The four-inch gap has
triggered:

¢ Reactive Hesitation
e Boundary Uncertainty

e Spontaneous Accountability
Declarations (“l didn’t touch it”)

The hydrangea flinched twice. This has been
added to the dashboard.

Behavioural Observations

The squirrelis conducting what it calls a
“Door Readiness Review.” This is not an
approved process. It is, however, very
confident.

The fox has declared himself a “Threshold
Innovator.” This is not helpful.

The Reporting Pillar is humming in a tone
best described as structurally reflective.
This may indicate emotional resonance or
mild fatigue.

Training Residue

Residual effects of mandatory training
remain present. Symptoms include:

e clicking without purpose
e sighing at slides that no longer exist

e attempting to apply “learning
outcomes” to the door

Please note: the door is not a learning
outcome.

Recommendations

To stabilise the emotional climate, |
recommend the following:

e Approach the fire door calmly,
without dramatic pauses.

e Avoid muttering unless absolutely
necessary.

¢ Do not engage with the squirrel’s
clipboard.

e Ifyou experience threshold-related
tension, breathe near a plant.

o Refrain from placing additional
mugs near the door. The garden has
reached capacity.

I will continue monitoring the situation and
provide updates if temperatures rise, fall, or
begin humming.
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Warm regards,

Helen

WEATHER

==

Picture 9: The Gazette Weather Station, humming in
structurally reflective conditions.

WINDOWSILL WEATHER
Severe Threshold Conditions Expected

By The Weather Desk

A warm front of administrative confusion
continues to drift through the newsroom
following the Fire Door Incident.
Atmospheric readings indicate elevated
levels of muttering, corridor pacing, and
general threshold unease.

Indoor Forecast

Expect intermittent breezes caused by
humans walking past the fire door and
exhaling nervously. Humidity levels remain
high around the Reporting Pillar, which is
humming in a tone best categorised as
“structurally reflective.” This may cause
mild atmospheric wobbling.

The hydrangea has reported two flinches,

suggesting a low-pressure system forming
near the corridor. The mint patch predicts

further threshold turbulence.

Outdoor Conditions

The garden remains stable, though
emotional gusts have been detected around

the rosemary, which is currently supporting
an abandoned mug. Wind speeds are
gentle, carrying faint notes of confusion
from the humans.

Temperature

Overall emotional temperature sits at 38°C,
with spikes expected whenever someone
walks past the fire door and remembers
they might have touched it last week. Cats
remain cool. Humans remain warm and
uncertain.

Warnings

A Severe Threshold Advisory is in effect.
Please avoid dramatic pauses near the fire
door. Do not place additional mugs in the
vicinity. If you experience sudden corridor
hesitation, sit near a plant until the
sensation passes.

Outlook

Conditions will remain unsettled until The
Watch releases further findings. If the door
opens again, expect a rapid increase in
atmospheric speculation.

Stay calm,

The Weather Desk

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A selection of correspondence received,
misplaced, or nervously submitted
following the Fire Door Incident

From A Human (Name Withheld)

“l walked past the fire door and it looked
at me. | don’t know how, but it did.”
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Editor: The door is currently under
investigation. Please avoid eye contact.

Issue Ten

From Pigeon #7 (Aerial Stakeholder)

“l was nowhere near the door at the time
of the incident. Any footprints are
coincidental.”

Editor: Your footprint was facing the door.
This is not a coincidence.

From The Squirrel (Audit Division)

“l would like to formally request
cooperation with Door Audit Phase 2.
Some of you are avoiding me.”

Editor: Yes.

From The Hydrangea (Concerned)

“] flinched because the breeze felt
accusatory.”

Editor: Your flinch has been added to the
dashboard.

From The Fox (Uninvited)

“If the door opened again, it was probably
inspired by me.”

Editor: It was not.

FROM THE EDITOR

Picture 10: Hector supervises the newsroom with
calm editorial exasperation.

On the Matter of the Fire Door
By Hector, Editor-in-Chief

The newsroom has entered a period of
unnecessary tension following the
discovery of the fire door open by exactly
fourinches. | have been informed that The
Watch is conducting a full investigation. |
support their efforts and will refrain from
interfering, as | have found that investigative
enthusiasm is best left to those who
possess it.

| would, however, like to remind all staff that
doors are intended to remain closed unless
opened for a purpose. If any human feels
compelled to declare “l didn’t touch it,” |
encourage them to do so quietly, preferably
not while walking past my desk.

The situation is being monitored. | have
blinked accordingly.

With steady leadership,

Hector

CONTRIBUTORS

Ophelia — Junior Reporter, Threshold
Specialist

Leading the Fire Door investigation with
calm noir precision, documenting footprint
anomalies, mug abandonment patterns,
and corridor hesitation with forensic grace.

Mr Whiskers — Senior Columnist,
Monocle Bearer

Providing dignified outrage regarding
structural integrity, suspicion metrics, and
the moral failings of doors that open
themselves.

Lena — Garden Correspondent &
Emotional Botanist

Reporting on hydrangea flinches,
mint-based reassurance, and the rise of
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Door Guilt Drift among humans wandering
near the flowerbed.

Issue Ten

Helen — HR/OD Liaison & Temperature
Analyst

Launching the Door-Related Emotional
Temperature Check, identifying threshold
anxiety spikes, and reminding staff that the
door is not a learning outcome.

Barney — Morale Correspondent &
Biscuit Investigator

Offering biscuit-focused insights from the
scene, clarifying that he did not touch the
door, only the biscuit, and conducting
ongoing crumb-based research.

The Fox — Strategic Visionary &
Threshold Influencer

Delivering unsolicited commentary on his
alleged relationship with fire doors, winking
at the threshold, and providing leadership
no one requested.

Also contributing:

Hector - The Squirrel - Hydrangea - Mint
Patch - Reporting Pillar - Pigeon #7

CLASSIFIEDS

Notices, oddities, and items of
questionable investigative value

LOST — Biscuit (Whole) Last seen near the
fire door. Believed eaten “for investigative
purposes.” If found again, please report to
Barney immediately.

FOUND — Clipboard (Second One)
Belongs to the squirrel. He insists it is
essential for “Door Audit Phase 2.” Please
do not encourage him.

NOTICE — Threshold Advisory The fire
door may open again. Humans advised to
walk normally, without dramatic pauses.
Cats will supervise.

AVAILABLE — Mug (Emotionally Settled)
Now living beside the rosemary. Garden
confirms it has adjusted well to its new
environment. Not accepting visitors.

REQUEST — Calm Breeze Corridor seeks
gentle airflow that does not imply
accusation. Must not cause hydrangea
flinching.

WARNING — Pigeon Footprints Pigeon #7
denies involvement. Footprints disagree.
Approach with mild suspicion.

IT SERVICES UPDATE Reporting Pillar
continues humming. Tone now described as
“structurally reflective.” No action required,
but blinking recommended.

OPPORTUNITY — Door Reconstruction
Volunteers Seeking individuals willing to
stand near the fire door and look confused
for data-gathering purposes. Experience not
necessary.

THE WASTE PAPER BASKET

Items retrieved, abandoned, or nervously
launched toward the bin during the Fire
Door Incident

e Areconstruction diagram titled
“Door Behaviour: Hypothesis 1”
featuring an arrow pointing
confidently at nothing

o Asticky note reading “/ didn’t touch
it” written in handwriting that
refuses to identify itself

e A mugadoption form, unsigned,
found near the rosemary (garden
confirms custody)

THE WHISKERED GAZETTE  ISSUE TEN e ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS

pg. 12




é

e Abiscuit wrapper folded into the
shape of a question mark

Issue Ten

e Asquirrel-authored document
labelled “Door Audit Phase 2”
containing only the word “Maybe”

o A page of circles meant to represent
“threshold dynamics,” all
overlapping in ways that upset
Mr Whiskers

e Adramatic scribble: “THE DOOR
KNOWS?” (author unknown,
handwriting panicked)

e Aloading wheel printed out again,
this time with a small note: “Still
thinking”

e Afootprint chart with three arrows,
two corrections, and one doodle of
a fox wearing sunglasses

e Areflective pause someone
attempted to write down, then
crossed out, then rewrote as
“Reflective Panic (Draft)”

e Apigeon footprint rubbing labelled
“Exhibit B?” with a question mark
added later

e Acorridor map showing “places
where humans muttered,” all
marked with tiny storm clouds
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