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This information packet has been provided to assist in the application for a soil erosion and sedimentation control permit. It is a general guidance document only. 
See the complete Part 91 for more information.
Michigan law states that any earth change within 500 feet of a lake or stream or any earth change of one or more acres in size requires a Part 91 Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control (SESC) permit.
The Arenac County Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program is established under Part 91, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act 1994 PA 451, as amended. Counties are mandated by statute to administer and enforce Part 91. The program is regulated by Arenac County Ordinance 2017-01 with oversight from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and Energy. The County Enforcing Agency is responsible for implementing and enforcing an effective Part 91 program. The SESC permit requires acceptable SESC measures to be used and maintained effectively to reduce soil erosion and off-site sedimentation. 
SESC Permit 
Landowners are required to submit a signed permit application that includes customer information, a site plan, and attachments outlining temporary and permanent soil erosion and sedimentation control measures that they will implement during the earth change activity. The landowner must include a schedule  of SESC activities, including the estimated installation and removal dates of temporary measures, and an estimated installation date and maintenance plan for permanent SESC measures. Permits will only be issued once all criteria are met. The County Enforcement Agency  (CEA) has 30 days to review the completed application and make a determination. The site plan and construction schedule are required by Part 91 and must be filled out completely and submitted as part of the application. An SESC permit must be extended if a site cannot be stabilized before its permit expires. If a permit is not extended and the site is not permanently stabilized, the coverage will terminate when the permit expires, and the site will be in violation of Part 91. Additional fees may apply. Part 91 requires the SESC permit AND site plan to be posted prominently on the site until it is fully stabilized.
Stormwater Coverage through Permit-by-Rule
Construction activities that disturb one or more acres of land and have a point-source discharge of storm water to waters of the state, such as a storm drain, are required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination Systems (NPDES) permit from the Michigan Water Resources Division (WRD). Under the WRD “Permit-by-Rule” process, applicants must receive both Part 91 and Part 31 coverage through an appropriate permitting agency, such as the Arenac Conservation District. For sites disturbing one to five acres, Part 31 storm water coverage is automatically granted when receiving Part 91 coverage. For sites disturbing five or more acres, the applicant must obtain a Part 91 permit and submit and application through the MiWaters for Notice of Coverage (NOC) to the WRD. Along with the NOC application, the applicant/permittee must submit a copy of the SESC permit, approved SESC plan, site location map, and the $400 permit fee. The permittee must also follow the requirements of Permit by Rule. For more information on SESC permits and Storm Water Coverage, contacting your WRD storm water staff (EGLE Soil Erosion and Construction Storm Water Staff Map), or call 800-662-9278.
Inspections 
The CEA will inspect the site prior to issuing a permit and periodically inspect the site to ensure compliance throughout the construction phase(s) of the project. A final inspection will be conducted after the project is completed and the site is stabilized. The CEA inspects the entire site to ensure ALL installed SESC measures are functioning as required in the site plan, that sediment is not being discharged offsite or to waters of the State, that all Part 91 laws and regulations are being followed and that the permit is properly posted. 
Permit Closeout 
The owner or contractor must contact the CEA office for a final inspection when all temporary SESC measures have been removed, and all permanent measures are in place and stabilized. Stabilization requires proper covering of soil that ensures its resistance to soil erosion, sliding, or other earth movement. Rule 1709 of Part 91 states that “disturbed land areas must be stabilized within five calendar days of achieving final grade or the final earth change has been completed.” 
On-Site Responsible Person
It is the property owners’ responsibility to ensure Part 91 rules are followed, even if a contractor or other party is listed on the permit as the on-site responsible person. The on-site responsible person must be involved with the project for its duration. If the designated on-site responsible person changes during the project, the landowner must notify the CEA with the name and contact information of the new on-site responsible person. Any party other than the property owner submitting a permit application must have a letter from the property owner authorizing them as a designated agent.
Property Transfers and the SESC Permit 
When a property with an active SESC permit changes ownership partially or completely, a “permit transfer” or a “transfer of permit obligations” notification of Existing Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Permit form must be filed with the Arenac County SESC Program prior to the transfer. The current owner and new owner must sign a written agreement transferring the remaining permit obligations, including any current violations, to the new owner. Both forms are available through our office. Maintenance responsibilities are a part of any sale of exchange agreement for land on which the permanent SESC measures are located.
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Prior to issuance of an SESC permit, the applicant may be required to post a surety bond executed by the owner and a state approved corporate surety authority. The bond amount is set by the County Enforcing Agency in an amount equal to the cost of all temporary and permanent SESC measures, with a minimum rate of 10 times per acre of the site inspection fee rate. A cash deposit for the bond amount may be filed in lieu of a surety bond.
Violations
Failure to comply with Part 91 provisions constitutes a violation of law. All violations should be corrected within five days following the issuance of a written notice issued by the CEA. Written notices will include a description of the violation, the necessary corrections that must be taken, and a time frame in which to comply with Part 91. Failure to incorporate corrections shall cause the SESC permit to become null and void and initiate legal action. 

Common Activities Not Requiring an SESC Permit
See Part 91 for all others
An individual residential property owner may conduct the following activities on their individual residential property owned and occupied by him/her and is not required to obtain a permit under Part 91 if the earth change activities do not result in or contribute to soil erosion or sedimentation of the waters of the State or a discharge of sediment off-site. The property owner, although exempt from obtaining a Part 91 permit is not exempt from the laws and regulations of Part 91. The County Enforcing Agency (CEA) has the right and responsibility to take enforcement actions(s) upon any site that results in soil erosion and/or sedimentation leaving the site and/or entering waters of the state. These activities are: 
All residential gardens unless the natural elevation is raised. (i.e.: Raised box gardens where fill dirt would be brought in.) 
Tree or shrub stump and root removal not exceeding 100 sq. ft. Unless within 500 ft of a water body. Contact the office if you need clarification. 
Post Hole Digging for fencing, decks, utility posts, mailboxes, or similar applications. This only applies if no additional grading is done. 
Farming, plowing, or tilling of land for the purpose of crop production or harvesting of crops. (this does NOT include grading or tiling)
Some logging and mining operations. Access roads to logging and mining sites and ancillary activities associated with logging and mining operation are NOT exempt. The removal of clay, gravel, sand, peat, or topsoil is not considered “mining” and therefore requires a permit. 
Earth changes associated with oil or gas exploration and development, including well locations, surface facilities, flow lines, or access roads related to oil or gas exploration and development regulated under Part 615 of the NREPA. Contact EGLE.
Beach nourishment projects require a EGLE permit under Part 325 of Act No. 451. 
Normal road and driveway maintenance such as grading or leveling, that does not increase the width or length of the road or driveway and will not contribute sediment to lakes or streams. 
Minor earth-change activities stabilized within 24 hours, including but not limited to: 
· Planting of trees, shrubs, or other similar plants. 
· Seed or reseed lawns of less than one acre if the seeded area is at least 100 feet from state waters. 
· Temporarily stockpile of soil, sand, or gravel not greater than a total of 10 cubic yards on the property if the stockpiling occurs at least 100 ft. from state waters.
· Seawall maintenance does not exceed 100 square feet. This is only for maintenance with no disturbance. Replacement seawalls need a permit. 
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Common SESC Measures
Silt Fences - the most common practice used to control sediment runoff from construction sites. They are intended to remove sediments by slowing runoff and causing sediments to drop out of suspension as the water passes through the fence. Silt fences are commonly used along the limits of earthwork and around soil stockpiles. The silt fence flap must be trenched in or anchored during frozen ground conditions. Silt fences are not required if there is a sufficient width of established grass that acts as a sediment filter. Silt fences are especially important for projects that are not stabilized during the winter, such as sites with insufficient grass growth. Even well drained soils can experience significant runoff during thaw events when frozen.
Turbidity Curtains – flexible barriers used to trap sediments in water. Curtains are usually staked or weighted down to prevent sediments from moving underneath them. Turbidity curtains are not effective in flowing water. Use only in calm or slow-moving waters.
Storm Sewer Inlet Protections - a sediment filter or impounding area upstream of a storm sewer, drop inlet, or curb catch basin. Storm sewer inlet protections filter sediment to keep them from entering the sewer system. Use in combination with silt fences and sediment basins. Should not be the sole method of erosion or sedimentation control.
Access Roads -  temporary stabilized roads that provide an alternative route on and off the project site. Limits soil compaction by heavy machinery and prevents materials from being carried off site by construction equipment. Access roads should be placed at all vehicle exits and entrances. Access roads should be installed at any  project site with disturbed soil and considerable construction traffic. 
Check Dams – small grade control structures installed across swales, drainage ditches, and water flows. Check dams reduce the slope of a channel, reducing the speed of downslope stormwater runoff and other erosion events. May be temporary or permanent. For best results, install check dams in a series along the channel, with spacing dependent on the channel slope. Check dams cannot be used in streams without a permit. 
Riprap Stabilized Outlets - stone or crushed concrete placed around culverts or channels. Slows water runoff, keeping it from reaching erosive speeds downslope. Riprap structures should be designed by registered professional engineers.
Erosion Control Blankets – degradable rolls that keep disturbed rock and soil in place. Provide erosion control and facilitate vegetation establishment. Erosion control blankets are temporary measures, useful for immediate soil stabilization. Regular maintenance required.
Turf Reinforcement Mats (TRMs) – non-degradable mats designed to provide immediate erosion protection and long-term stabilization. Helps enhance vegetation establishment. TRMs are typically used in hydraulic applications, including flow ditches and channels, steep slopes, stream banks, shorelines, and areas of excessive erosive forces. May be supplemented with degradable components. Regular maintenance required.
Diversions – temporary ridges or channels placed upslope of the project site to divert sheet surface water flows. Must be stabilized immediately after installation using rip rap, erosion control blankets, TRMs or seeding. Use where runoff from higher areas has the potential to damage property and interfere with vegetation establishment downslope. All diversions should be designed by a licensed professional engineer. Improperly constructed diversions will not provide the necessary protection and may contribute to sediment erosion and runoff. 
Sediment Basins – temporary ponds built on construction sites to collect eroded or disturbed soil during rainstorms. Sediment basins allow runoff to settle out before leaving the site, preventing it from reaching lakes, streams, or wetlands. Not effective in controlling fine particles like silt or clay. Use in conjunction with other erosion control measures, such as riprap stabilization. Sediment basins should only be designed by licensed professional engineers and must be regularly maintained.
Mulching – coarse plant residue or chips applied to the soil surface. Provides erosion control during seeding or plant establishment. Mulching conserves moisture, stabilizes soil temperature, and limits weed establishment. May be used for temporary stabilization during non-growing months. 
Hydroseeding – applies a mixture of wood fiber, seed, fertilizer, and stabilizing emulsion using hydro-mulching equipment. A tackifier may be used during application to keep seed in place. May be inappropriate in areas without supplemental irrigation, or areas lacking sufficient time to establish vegetation. Use in conjunction with soil binders or mulching. 
Soil Binders/Dust Control – covers or binds bare soils and loose particulates to protect them from wind or mechanical movement. Use binding material such as water, chemicals, or adhesives to keep loose soil in place. Temporary materials such as tarps may be used in areas without vehicle traffic. Use in coordination with mulching and access roads.
Polyacrylamides (PAMs) – polymer-based materials that increase the soil’s capacity to resist erosion and sedimentation. PAMs can be used as a water treatment additive to remove suspended particles. Helps vegetative establishments and stabilization. PAM materials are site and soil type-specific and cannot be applied the same way to multiple sites. EGLE must approve the application of PAMs in surface waters of the state prior to use. 

