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Joh. Jos. Prüm, Riesling Wehlener Sonnenuhr Kabinett (2018)
Type
Producer
Region
Grape
Appellation
Size

Wine - Still - White 
Joh. Jos. Prüm 
Mosel, Germany 
Riesling
Mosel
750 mL × 12 

PRODUCER NOTES: No account of the estates of the Mosel would be complete without an account of Joh. Jos. 
(often referred to more simply as J-J) Prum, which is without doubt a leader in the region, and thus in all Germany. 
Although the Prum family were well established as viticulturists and winemakers, having been tending vines along 
the banks of the Mosel since the 17th Century, the Joh. Jos. Prum estate only came into being in 1911, when the 
family vineyards were divided into two. The original estate, which owed much of its existence to Sebastien Alois 
Prum, was divided between two grandchildren, and the share taken by Johann Josef Prum is the one that 
interests us here. The other portion of the estate still exists today, under the name of SA Prum. Following its genesis 
with Johann Josef as curator, the estate was then tended by his son Sebastien Prum and subsequently by the 
current incumbent, the next generation, Dr Manfred Prum, who took control in 1969. All three have been 
responsible in their own way for building up and consolidating the reputation of the estate to the level that it 
possesses today. The Joh. Jos. Prum portfolio includes a number of truly illustrious vineyards, but it is undoubtedly 
the vines in the Sonnenuhr (sundial) vineyard on the opposite bank to the town of Wehlen that produce the most 
iconic wines, and are most readily associated with the estate. The stones underfoot here are typically a blue-grey 
slate, like many of the vineyards along the Mosel it is precipitously steep, and it is also particularly rugged, with the 
vines running around crags of bare rock in places. From this vineyard come wines that near perfection if there is 
such a thing, across all levels of the Pradikat, although it is the Auslesen that stupefy most, especially when looking 
beyond the standard (but still fabulous) bottling to the Gold and Long Gold Kapsel (often abbreviated to GK and 
LGK) bottlings, superior selections which serve not to increase the texture and weight, but provide instead greater 
purity, focus and precision. Typified by gold capsules with a single white stripe for the former (as below), a double 
white stripe for the latter, these wines were once labelled as Feinste Auslese or Hochfeine Auslese prior to the new 
wine laws of 1971, when such terminology was outlawed. It is these wines, more than any others, on which this 
estate has built its grand reputation. There are other vineyards of course, including Graacher Himmelreich, an 
excellent site in its own right but here, without doubt, playing second fiddle to Wehlener Sonnenuhr. A little further 
upstream there are also vines in the Badstube vineyard in Bernkastel, whilst downstream there are some in the 
other Sonnenuhr vineyard, in Zeltingen.
CRITICS REVIEW & TASTING NOTES: 92 Points, Wine Spectator, "Floral and wet stone aromas give way to nectarine, 
passion fruit and lime flavors in this delicate and silky, yet slightly restrained, Riesling. Shows harmony and 
integration, with spice and mint notes lingering in the background. Features a bright structure and maintains 
focus on the long, mineral-tinged finish. Best from 2022 through 2035."
FOOD PAIRING: This most highly respected riesling leaves all the rest in the dust. Saute up some seafood with red 
pepper flakes and serve with a creamy white sauce. you seriously can’t go wrong. Or try it with some spicy Thai 
chicken saute. Just add some heat to a light dish and you’re golden.

Domaine de Châteaumar, Châteauneuf-du-Pape Secret de Nos Vignes (2017)
Type
Producer
Region
Grapes
Appellation
Size

Wine - Still - Red
Domaine de Châteaumar 
Rhône Valley, France 
Grenache, Syrah, Mourvèdre 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape
750 mL × 12

PRODUCER NOTES: For many generations the vines at Domaine de Chateaumar have been cultivated by father 
and son. Today it is Jean-Felix and Frederic Souret managing the vineyard, always maintaining the greatest 
respect for nature: vineyards run for generations without any pesticides or herbicides. The estate is located 9 km 
from Orange, in the heart of the AOP Cotes du Rhone. The vineyards include 25 acres in Cotes du Rhone, on 
stony clay-limestone soils, and 12 acres in Chateauneuf-du-Pape. The soil of this prestigious appellation is red clay 
and large round cobbles. The vineyard is naturally established from several noble varieties of the Southern Rhone, 
principally Grenache, Syrah, and Mourvedre. Farming is fully sustainable. The soil is turned several times during the 
year which allows the vines to draw a wonderful energy from deep down to create beautifully formed grapes. 
Once matured the grapes are hand-harvested, selected, and sorted.
TASTING NOTES: It shows pronounced fruit and spice aroma with hints of smoke, anise and earth. The palate is 
rich with dark berry, roasted plum, hints of wild herbs and dark chocolate with lingering finish. Drinks beautifully 
now or can cellar up to 5-8 years.
BLEND: 85% Grenache, 10% Syrah and 5% Mourvèdre.
FOOD PAIRING: It’s only natural that a powerful wine from this appellation with its fruity touch pairs perfectly with 
products from the forest such as game and mushrooms, a good steak or a serving of ravioli with mushrooms. The 
key here clearly is mushrooms...
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