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ÆRENA Wines, Chardonnay Sonoma County (2017)
Type
Producer
Region
Grape
Size

Wine - Still - White
Bespoke Collection — ÆRENA Wines 
California, United States 
Chardonnay
750 mL × 12

At ÆRENA Wines, we see wine as a work of art. From farmers, winemakers and label artists to the artist within each of us,
ÆRENA Wines celebrates everyday heroes who are mastering their craft. Featuring distinctive bottlings from both well-
known and emerging appellations, we create authentic California wines that embody a sense of place and a decidedly
drinkable point of view.

Blackbird Vineyards’ winemaking duo, Aaron Pott and Kyle Mizuno, are the artisans behind ÆRENA Wines. They feel that
wine is as unique as art in that it is ephemeral; once it is consumed, it is gone. In farming and winemaking, Aaron and Kyle
strive to communicate a vineyard’s sense of place — by working the wine at the right time to expose the best characteristics
of variety and site. Their winemaking philosophy is simple, “let the wines speak for themselves and don’t screw it up.”
The 2017 vintage is comprised of vineyards that span two appellations: Sonoma Mountain and Russian River Valley. The
Sonoma Mountain vineyard is protected from the heat of the day, lending cool-climate qualities to the blend: minerality,
acidity, and structure alongside citrus fruit and flowers. The Russian River Valley vineyard is everything that you expect,
contributing exotic fruit, richness, and complexity.

LIOCO, Indica Red Mendocino County (2018)
Type
Producer
Region
Grape
Size

Wine - Still - Red 
LIOCO
California, United States 
Carignan
750 mL × 12

LIOCO was conceived in the alley behind Spago Beverly Hills by wine director Kevin O’Connor and wine salesman Matt
Licklider. The two colleagues, critical of the heavy-handed wines of the day, wondered if it were possible to make some local
wines that favored nuance over sheer power. In 2005, relying on nothing more than their palates and their rolodexes, the
two embarked on a winemaking odyssey. Europe was the inspiration, as were the more restrained California wines of the
1980’s.

Today the winery is owned and operated by the Licklider family. Husband/wife duo Matt and Sara Licklider and their small
team produce the wines at a state-of-the-art winemaking cooperative in Santa Rosa. All of the fruit is purchased from
exceptional vineyards spanning 200-miles and three counties (Santa Cruz, Sonoma, and Mendocino).

The focus is on Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, and Carignan from sites with older vines, interesting soil, and heritage clones.
Sometimes the hunt for Pinot Noir uncovers other treasures like a coastal Syrah vineyard or a rare, mid-century planting of
Valdiguie. Room is made for such discoveries.
Aroma : Just-Pickup blackberry, italian plum, lavender.
Flavor : Mulberry, violette liqueur, chai spice.
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