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Oracle by Janet Guastavino

Medusa, offspring of earth and ocean, 
nurtured by the wellsprings of life. 
Serpent tendrils crown you, whispering 
wisdom and white noise to shield you from 
the taunts of those maddened by your 
power. Fecund Gaia and Oceanus course 
through your veins, and the curse set upon 
you is a circlet of enlightenment. 
You speak the Oldest Truths and foretell 
the futures of men, who have no stomach to 
hear them. 
For this, you are scorned; 
for this, you shall be exalted.
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Luciano Garbati’s “Medusa With the Head of 
Perseus”
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Head of Medusa. Antoine Bourdelle, 1925.
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1. In this reimagined story for the YA audience, Jessie Burton 
portrays a Kore Medusa, who longs for acceptance. In what 
ways have you hidden your truth in order to fit in? 

2. Similar to Cassandra, Medusa is not believed by the powerful. 
How does she cope with this? What similar experiences have 
you had?

3. Like Circe, Medusa is on an island. Why do you think that the 
writers of myths, which were typically men of power, put 
“dangerous” women on islands? Have you been isolated for 
displaying your power?




