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FEES POLICY                                                                                                                                                            Avening Playgroup

From September 2025, the fees for children attending the playgroup are £7.00 per hour.  Invoices will be sent to parents at the beginning of each month and fees are payable by the 21st of the same month. Payment by cash, cheque, Bacs or Child Vouchers is acceptable.  Cheques should be made payable to Avening Playgroup. Fees are subject to regular reviews.

· Fees are payable when children are away on holiday or short-term illness.
· In the case of long-term illness, the Chair/Early Years Manager will consult with the parents.
· Should fees fall into arrears the Treasurer will consult the parents to arrange for payment of the outstanding amount.  At the discretion of the Committee and Early Years Manager, this may involve the child not attending playgroup until all amounts owing are cleared.  Once arrears are cleared, parents will have the option of paying on a daily basis.
· If any parent has difficulty paying their fees, they should inform the Treasurer or Early Years Manager, as assistance may be available.
· If playgroup is in a financial position to do so then it will review the fees for parents of multiple birth children. During normal playgroup sessions parents of multiple birth children may be given up to 50% discount for the second twin (or second and third triplet), for a maximum of two sessions per week.  Additional sessions will be charged at normal rates.  This discount will cease in the term after the twins/triplets turn three as they will be eligible for government funding. 

All children will receive government funding for 15 hours (Universal Entitlement) each week from the start of the term following the one in which they reach 3 years of age. We also accept the following funding:

· 15 hours entitlement for eligible working parents of 2-year-old children
· 15 hours entitlement for disadvantaged/non-working parents 2-year-olds
·  Additional 15 hours entitlement (total 30 hours) for eligible working parents of 2, 3 and 4-year-olds.

Parents must apply for eligibility codes for the expanded offers by visiting: Homepage | Best Start in Life

Eligibility for the additional funded hours is determined by HMRC through this online application and parents will be issued with an eligibility code for the additional funded hours if they are entitled to these.  This code must be brought into playgroup and we will verify it with Gloucestershire County Council and claim these hours on the parents’ behalf.  We need to ensure that the child is eligible before we can allow them to use the funded hours.  Parents need to apply for the extended funding and provide the playgroup with eligibility code by:  
· 31st March to claim funding from 1st April (Summer Term)
· 31st August to claim funding from 1st September (Autumn term)
· 31st December to claim funding from 1st January (Spring Term) 
It is the parents’ responsibility to update and check the eligibility code every 3 months online.  Failure to do so will result in non-payment of the funding.

· Some children will be eligible for extended funding or disadvantaged/non-working 2YO funding from the term following their 2nd birthday. 
·  If a child is ill or on holiday for longer than two weeks, parents will be invoiced for the remaining amount as Government Funding will only cover the first two weeks.
· Government funding can be claimed for 38 weeks of each school year.        
· Children who attend additional settings and attend for more than their 15- or 30-hours education entitlement each week will be required to pay the hourly fees. Parents are invoiced at the beginning of each month. 

More information can be obtained from the Childcare Service Customer Interaction Centre on 0300 1234097.  
Charges for Consumables
The Government funding entitlement is for childcare hours that follow the EYFS framework.  It does not cover consumables like snacks, lunches, nappies, suncream or additional activities such as trips, so as a provider we are able to ask parents to pay for these.  At Avening Playgroup, we ask that parents provide their child with lunch, nappies, wipes, bags for soiled items and suncream so that they do not incur any additional costs.  From January 2026 there will be a voluntary consumables charge for the morning snack of 50p per day.

Please also refer to the following for further information -
Policies:  Admissions
                 Attendance
                 Emergency Closure  
                 Uncollected Child
Documents:

This policy was written and adopted by the committee of Avening Playgroup in May 2006 and is reviewed annually in June.
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