


SMITH'S EQUINE CONNECTIONS
BARN RULES & CODE OF CONDUCT AGREEMENT
**Our Mission**
At Smith's Equine Connections, our mission is to provide a safe, respectful, Christ-centered environment where people and horses can grow together through trust, healing, education, and personal development. The safety and well-being of our participants, horses, volunteers, and staff are our highest priorities.
---
GENERAL SAFETY RULES
All participants, visitors, parents, and volunteers agree to:
- Follow all instructions given by instructors, staff, and volunteers immediately.
- Treat every horse as though it may react unexpectedly.
- Walk—never run—in the barn or around horses.
- Speak calmly and avoid yelling or sudden movements.
- Stay only in authorized areas unless accompanied by staff.
- Never enter a pasture or stall without permission.
- Never feed treats or grain to horses without staff approval.
- Never smoke, vape, consume alcohol, or use illegal drugs on the property.
- Firearms and weapons are prohibited unless specifically authorized by management.
---
HELMET POLICY
Smith's Equine Connections strongly recommends (and may require) ASTM/SEI-certified riding helmets during mounted activities.
Helmets must:
- Fit properly.
- Be securely fastened.
- Not have visible damage.
- Meet current ASTM/SEI standards.

Staff reserves the right to prohibit participation if a helmet is unsafe.
---
APPROPRIATE CLOTHING
Participants must wear:
- Closed-toe boots or sturdy shoes with a defined heel when riding.
- Long pants while mounted.
- Shirts that cover the torso.
- Clothing appropriate for outdoor weather.

The following are prohibited while working around horses:
- Flip-flops
- Sandals
- Bare feet
- Loose scarves
- Dangling jewelry
- Clothing that represents inappropriate language or images
---
HORSE HANDLING RULES
Participants agree to:
- Approach horses calmly.
- Ask permission before entering a stall.
- Never stand directly behind a horse.
- Never crawl under fences.
- Lead horses only with instructor approval.
- Groom horses using approved equipment.
- Report injuries or unusual horse behavior immediately.
---
MOUNTED RIDING RULES
While riding, participants agree to:
- Ride only assigned horses.
- Keep a safe distance from other horses.
- Follow instructor directions.
- Stay mounted unless instructed otherwise.
- Never race, chase, or intentionally excite horses.
- Notify instructors immediately if feeling uncomfortable or unsafe.
---
GROUNDS AND PROPERTY
Please help keep our facility clean by:
- Picking up your trash.
- Returning grooming equipment.
- Closing gates.
- Reporting hazards.
- Respecting fences and landscaping.
Do not climb fences or gates.
---
RESPECT FOR OTHERS
Smith's Equine Connections is committed to providing a welcoming environment for all people.
The following behaviors will not be tolerated:
- Bullying
- Harassment
- Threats
- Discrimination
- Profanity directed at others
- Physical aggression
- Intimidation
- Destruction of property
- Harm to horses
Participants are expected to treat everyone with kindness, dignity, and respect.
---
HORSE WELFARE
Our horses are valued partners—not equipment.
Participants agree to:
- Treat horses gently.
- Never strike, kick, or intentionally frighten a horse.
- Use only approved training methods.
- Report any signs of illness or injury.
- Respect each horse's limits.

Mistreatment of any animal will result in immediate dismissal from the program.
---
CHRIST-CENTERED ENVIRONMENT

Smith's Equine Connections is a Christian-based organization that seeks to reflect Christ's love through compassion, integrity, patience, grace, and service.
Participants are never required to share personal beliefs, participate in prayer, or engage in faith discussions to receive services. We welcome individuals of all backgrounds and strive to create a respectful environment for everyone. Participants will never be judged based on their demographics, religious preferences, sexual orientation, etc. 
---
ELECTRONIC DEVICES
For safety:
- Cell phones should remain put away during lessons unless authorized.
- Headphones and earbuds may not be worn around horses.
- Drones are prohibited unless approved.
---
PHOTOGRAPHY & SOCIAL MEDIA
Participants may not photograph or record other participants without permission.
Photos or videos taken at Smith's Equine Connections may not be used to harass, embarrass, or exploit anyone.
Please respect the privacy of minors and families.
---
CHILD SUPERVISION
Parents or guardians remain responsible for supervising children who are not actively participating in a scheduled activity.
Children may not wander through barns or horse areas without supervision.
---
WEATHER POLICY
Activities may be postponed or canceled due to:
- Lightning
- High winds
- Extreme heat
- Heavy rain
- Unsafe footing
- Air quality concerns
- Horse health or facility safety concerns

Safety decisions are made solely by Smith's Equine Connections staff, landowner, or emergency personnel.
---
EMERGENCY PROCEDURES
If an emergency occurs:
- Remain calm.
- Follow staff instructions immediately.
- Do not approach an injured horse or person unless directed.
- Allow emergency responders room to work.
---
DISCIPLINARY POLICY
Smith's Equine Connections reserves the right to suspend or terminate participation without refund for:
- Unsafe behavior
- Abuse of horses
- Abuse/Assault of staff, volunteers, or participants
- Failure to follow safety rules
- Possession of drugs, alcohol, or weapons
- Repeated disruption of programming
---
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have read, understand, and agree to follow the Barn Rules and Code of Conduct established by Smith's Equine Connections. I understand these rules are designed to promote the safety, welfare, and positive experience of all participants, horses, volunteers, and staff.
Participant Signature: ___________________________________
Printed Name: ___________________________________________
Date: ___________________
Parent/Guardian Signature (if participant is under 18): __________________________________
Date: ___________________
Staff Representative: ____________________________________
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