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Activities 1

1.1 What's the book about?

1 Look at the picture on the front of this book and talk about it.
« What kind of dog is he?

. +Where is he?
« Do you think he lives with a family or in the wild?

2 What do you think? Write these words below the pictures.

happy sad -angry ”excited cold  warm
afraid  hungry bored dangerous free  wild

1.2 What happens first?

Look at the picture and the words in jtalics on page 1. What do you
think? Write the words in these sentences.

—

T BEBHE T o rommsnnen s SR | aplace aperson adog |
2 The weather looks ... : |_ cold warm wet J
=M - o] | R — ) f‘ Africa /;s_i__g_ﬁ_ ____NchrrthAmerica !
4 The story begins inthe ... ; [ 1900s 1800s 1700s q

iv



CHAPTER

To the North

Buck didn’t know about the cold north, or gold—and
he didn’r know abour Manuel.

B uck was a strong dog with a
thick coat. He lived in a big
farm , Mr. Miller’s place, in
sunny California. There were
tall trees around his house,
and there was a pool, too.
Buck was four years old.
There were other dogs at Mr.
Miller's farm, but Buck

was the most important.

He was the boss there, and
he was very happy.

That year, 1897, was

an exciting year. Some men

found gold in the cold Arctic
north of Canada, and a lot of
people followed them there.
Everybody wanted gold.

And they wanted dogs—srrong

dogs with thick coats.
The dogs had to pull the gold through the snow to towns and rivers.

Burt Buck didnt know about the cold north, or gold—and he didn’
know about Manuel.

geld /gould/ (n) Gold is expensive and yellow, and it comes from the ground.
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The Call of the Wild

Manuel worked for Mr. Miller, but
he always wanted more money.

“T can sell Buck,” he
thought. “He’s strong,

Somebody will pay a lot of
money for him.”

One day, Mr. Miller was =
at work and the children :
were busy. Manuel put a rope around
Buck’s neck and left the house quietly.
He met a man at a train station, and the man
gave him money for the dog.

Buck didn’t like this new man, and he
started to bark. So the man pulled the rope
around his neck very hard. This hurt Buck, and it ;

made him angrier. He tried to fight the man, but ;g ;

e

the man pulled the rope again. The pain was very
bad. Buck fell to the ground and his eyes closed.

He opened his eyes when a loud noise woke him.

_

=y

He was on a train! And there was that man again.

Buck was very hungry and thirsty, and he hated
the rope around his neck. He jumped up and tried to
attack the man. But the man was qulick, and pulled the rope. Buck’s neck
hurt very badly. Then the man put him in a box.

“Crazy animal!” he said.

When they arrived in San Francisco, the man left Buck, in his box, at
a bar.

The next morning, four other men arrived and put Buck in a car. He
barked angrily at them, but they only laughed. He was in the box in the

rope /roup/ (n) When you put a rope around an animal, you can control it.
neck /nek/ (n) Your head sits on your neck.

bark /bark/ (n/v) The bark of 2 dog is a shert, loud noise.

pain /pein/ (n) When you feel pain, your body hurts.

attack /a'tzk/ (nfv) An attack by a person or animal can hurt er kill you.
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Chaprer 1 - To the North

car for two days and two nights without food or water. He hated his box,
and he hated the men. He wanted to kill somebody.

After a long time, they arrived in Seattle. Four men carried the box to
a house and gave it to a2 man in a red shirt. This man had a club in his
hand, and he looked at Buck.

“OK, I'll get you out of that box now,” he said. He started to open the
box carefully. Buck jumped up and barked. “Now, you crazy dog ... ”
the man said.

And Buck really was crazy now. He had fire in his eyes, and he wanted
to kill. He jumped at the man: one hundred and forty pounds of angry,
crazy dog. But the man suddenly hit him very hard with the club. Buck
fell to the ground, and barked. Then he attacked again. Again the man
hic him, and again Buck fell to the ground. The pain was very bad.

Twelve times he attacked, and twelve times the man hit him. In the

end, Buck couldn’t stand up. He couldn’t see or hear. He was almost

dead.

club /kiab/ (n) A club is large, heavy and usually made from wood. You hit peopie or animals
with it.



The Call of the Wild

“That will teach him!” shouted one of the men.

Buck slowly woke up and looked at the man with the red shirt. The
man read from a paper on Buck’s box.

“So your name’s Buck. Buck, my boy,” he said quietly, “we had a little
fight and now we can forget about it. You know that I'm the boss. Be a
eood dog, and we'll be friends. I kill bad dogs. Do you understand?”

He brought Buck some food and water. Buck ate and drank quickiy.
He learned a lesson that day. He learned the lesson of the club, and he
never forgot it.

One day, a small French-Canadian man came and looked at Buck.
His name was Perrault.

“Wow! He's a big, strong dog.
How much do you want for him?”

“Three hundred dollars,”
answered the man in the red shirt.



Chaprer 1 - To the Norch

“This is a wonderful dog for
the cold North,” Perrault thought.
“He’s strong and his coat is thick
and warm.” He bought Buck and
another dog, Curly, and he took the two dogs to a boat. Buck never saw
the man in the red shirt or the warm South again.

On the boat, the two dogs met Francois, another French-Canadian.
He and Perrault were kind and intelligent, and they understood dogs.
Buck and Curly also met two other dogs, Spitz and Dave. Spitz took
Buck’s food, so Buck didn’t like him. Dave was sad and unfriendly, and
wasn interested in anything. He only wanted to eat and sleep.

Day after day, the weather got colder. Then they arrived in Alaska,
and Francois took the dogs off the boat. Buck walked on snow for the
first time in his life.



Activities 2

21 Were you right?

Look back at your answers to Activity 1.2
on page iv. Then answer these questions.

1 Dog's hame?

2 Place?

3 Date?

2.2 What more did you learn?
Put these in the right order. Write the numbers, 1-8.

Buck, Curly, Spitz, and Dave arrived in Alaska.
A man in a red shirt hit Buck hard with his club.
Manuel sold Buck to a man at a train station.

1 Buck lived happily with Mr. Millerin California.
Buck went in a box by train to San Francisco.
Perrault bought Buck and tock him north on a boat.
Men found gold in the north of Canada.

Four men took Buck to Seattle.



23 Language in use

Look at the sentences on the right. Then
finish these sentences in the same way.

1

After five or ten years, the trees around the
house got . (tall)

People found gold in Alaska. It made

Buck didn't eat or drink on the train. He got
and . (hungry, thirsty)

The Call of the Wild

It made him angrier.

The weather got colder.

. (rich)

Buck was angry in the box, and the man’s attack

made . (crazy)
Buck jumped at a man, and made the man

The train went north and the weather got

.4 What's next?

Buck was a family dog in California. How will his new life in the North be
different from his old life?

life in California

food a lot

bed sleeps in the house
work doesn't work
other dogs friendly
people nice

- (angry)
. (cold)

life in the North




CHAPTER

The Laws of the Wild

He was a wilder dog. On the cold, quiet nighs,
Buck looked up and howled at the dark sy

uclds first day in this new, cold country was very bad. There were a
lot of dangerous men and dogs everywhere.

This wasn’t a sunny, easy life. Here, there was no rest. Buck had to be
careful and he had to learn quickly.

These dogs and men weren't from the South. They were wild, and
they followed the law of the club.

Buck’s first new lesson, in this cold place, came quickly. Buck and
Curly stood near a store, in one of the camps. A new dog walked past
them. Curly wanted to be friendly, so she barked quietly. Suddenly, the
other dog turned around and attacked her. He hurt her face very badly.
Many other dogs saw the attack and ran quickly to the two dogs. They
stood and watched quietly. They all looked excited and interested, and
Buck didn’t understand.

Curly was very angry, so she jumped at this strange, unfriendly dog.
But the dog attacked her again and jumped away quickly.

rest /rest/ (n) When you have a rest, you do nothing for a short time.

law /1a/ {n} A law is an important rule for everybody in that place.

camp /kemp/ (n) People live in a camp in the country for a short time, and then they move to
a new place,
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Chapter 2 — To Laws of the Wild

Curly couldn’t attack the other dog because he was very fast. Suddenly,
he pushed Curly over and she fell on the ground. The other dogs ran at
her, and Curly barked with pain. Bur she couldn’t stand up and the other
dogs attacked her again and again.

Buck couldn’t move. Dogs in California never fought in this way. He
looked at Spitz, and Spitz laughed. Then Francois jumped into the center
of the crazy dogs and hit them with his club. He and three other men
with clubs quickly moved the dogs away.

It all happened very fast, but in those two minutes Curly was dead.

Buck never forgot this ateack. Spitz looked at Buck and he laughed
again. From that time, Buck hated Spitz more than anything in life.

But then Buck had another surprise.
Francois put a harness on him.

“I know you don't like this, Buck,”

said Francois. “I know it’s new and
strange for you. But you have to wear it.
Then you can pull the sledge.”
Buck didn' like this new thing
around his neck, and he didn’t
like pulling the sledge.

surprise /se”'praiz, sa'prarz/ (n) When a friend plans a surprise for you, you don't know about
it. When you iearn about it, you are very surprised.

harness /'harms/ (n) You can contrel an animal when there is a harness over its head or body.
sledge /sledz/ {n) You can carry people or things across the snow on a sledge.

)



The Call of the Wild

But Francois hit him when he did something wrong. And Spirz
attacked him when he didn't run very fast. Frangois shouted, “Mush!”
and Buck had to run quickly. He then shouted, “Ho!” and Buck had o
stop. In this way, Buck learned to pull the sledge.

“These are very good dogs,” Frangois said to Perrault, “Buck pulls very
hard and he learns very quickly.”

In the afternoon, Perrault bought three more dogs—Billie, Joe, and
Sol-leks. Billie was a very friendly dog, but Joe was unfriendly. Sol-leks
was the same—he wasn’t interested in anybody or anything.

That night, Buck had another new problem. He wanted to sleep in
a warm, dry place, so he tried to sleep with the men. But Perrault and
Francois were surprised and angry, and they threw plates and cups at
him. Buck ran away from them, and went back into the cold.

He was very unhappy; he didn't want to sleep outside. The snow was
wet and cold, and the wind hurt him. He looked for the other dogs, but
he couldn’t see them anywhere! Suddenly, the snow moved under his
feet and he jumped back. He started to bark angrily, but then he heard a
friendly bark. Buck looked down and saw Billie.

10




Chapter 2 - To Laws of the Wild

Billie was a little ball under the snow and he was happy and warm.
Then Buck understood. He quickly made a little bed under the snow,
and he slepc very well.

In the morning, Perrault and Frangois bought three more dogs. Now
they had nine dogs and they had to begin their trip. Buck was ready,
and he was surprised by the excitement of the dogs. But he was most
surprised by Sol-leks and Dave.

They were different dogs; suddenly they were happy, excited, and
interested. They only loved two things—the harness and the work.

The days were very long and hard. They went past woods and across
many large, icy rivers. It was difficult, but Buck worked hard. And at the
end of every day he made his bed in the snow and fell asleep very quickly.

Buck was bigger than the other dogs and he was always hungry.
Frangois gave him a pound and a half of fish every night, bur Buck
always wanted more food. Also, Buck didn’ eat as quickly as the other
dogs, so they often took his fish away from him. After many days, Buck
started to eat as fast as the others. And then he started to take other dogs’
fish, too. One day, another dog, Pike, took some fish from the food box.
Perrault didnt see him, but Buck watched carefully. The next day, Buck

did the same thing,

Buck quickly learned the ways of the

wild. And now he could live in this cold,

* unfriendly place. He wasn't the same
dog—he was quicker, smarter, and
stronger.

He was there, in the North, because
Manuel wanted money. And men
wanted gold. Now a new life began for
Buck. He was a different dog—a wilder
dog. On the cold, quiet nights, Buck
looked up and howled at the dark sky.

the wild /85 'waild/ (n) In the wild, animals are free.
howl /haul/ (nfv) The how/ of a dog is a long, high noise.

11



3.1

3.2

Activities 3

Were you right?
Look back at your answers to Activity 2.4. Then finish these sentences,

1 In California, Mr. Miller gave Buck food, but in the North

e was alwoys hungry

2 In California, Buck slept in the Miller’s farm , but in Canada

What more did you learn?

Match the dogs on the right with the words in italics. Draw lines
between them,

1

Some of the dogs killed her. ...

He didn't like the harness.

He laughed when the dogs attacked Curly.

They loved working.

He attacked Buck when he didn’t run fast.
They made beds in the snow.
He was friendly with Buck.

He was the biggest dog.

Spitz

Billie

Curly

Buck

Spitz

all the dogs
Sol-leks and Dave

Buck



3 Language in use

Look at the sentence on the right. Then
finish these sentences in the same way.

The Call of the Wild

They all looked excited
and interested.

What's next?

Look at the start of Chapter 3 and the words in jtalics. What do you
think is going to happen? Discuss these questions.

1

2
3
4
5

Which two dogs are going to fight?

Why do dogs fight?

Which is the most important of the dogs?
Which dog will win the fight?

What will happen to the other dog?
13



CHAPTER

A Bad Fight

“Spitz is a dangerous dog. He really hates Buck.
One day he's going to kill him!”

his new, wild animal in Buck was strong, but Buck’s new life was
very dangerous.

He never fought with the other dogs, burt Spitz hated him.

Spitz was the most important dog. He knew the sledge best. He always
taught the new dogs to work hard. And the other dogs were afraid of him.
He was the strongest, the most intelligent and the most dangerous. He
wanted to fight with Buck because every day Buck got stronger and more
dangerous. But Spitz had to be the best, so he had to kill Buck.

One cold, windy evening, they stopped next to a river. Buck was very
tired and he quickly made a warm bed in the snow. He wasn't happy
when Frangois shouted, “Buck, come eat your fish!” He didn’t want to
leave his warm bed, but he was very hungry. So he ran to the food box
and quickly ate his dinner.




Chaprer 3 — A Bad Fight

But when he turned around, he saw Spitz. The other dog was in
Buck’s bed. He looked at Buck and laughed. Buck barked at him, and the
wild animal inside him went crazy.

He quickly jumped at Spitz. Spitz was very surprised because Buck
was never angry.

Frangois was also surprised when the two dogs started fighting.

“Fight him, Buck! You can win!” shouted Francois. “Get him, get
Spitz, that bad dog!”

But the fight never finished, because Perrault shouted.

Everybody heard the noise of Perrault’s club and the cry of
a dog. The camp was suddenly full of strange, thin dogs.

There were cighty or a hundred of them, and they wanted
food. The two men hit the dogs with their clubs, burt the
dogs didn’t leave.

They found the food box, and they went crazy.

The noise was very loud and the sledge dogs were afraid.

The strange dogs finished the food and then attacked
the sledge dogs. They hurt them very badly, They hurt
Dolly’s neck and cur Dub’s leg. They took out Joe's
eye and almost cut off Billie’s ear.

Billie cried in pain and ran away, over the
icy river. The other sledge dogs foliowed Billie,
and they all looked for a quiet
place o sleep.

In the morning, the dogs
walked slowly back to '
the camp.



The Call of the Wild
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Chapter 3 — A Bad Fight

“Oh, my friends,” said Frangois sadly.

The dogs were in a lot of pain, and they looked very bad.

“Maybe you'll go crazy. Because those dogs attacked you, maybe you're
crazy now. What do you think, Perraule?”

“No! They'll be fine,” said Perrault. “We have many days of work so the
dogs have to be all right!”

But the dogs weren't all right, and one morning, Dolly went crazy. She
stopped in front of her harness and sat down. She howled loudly. Then she
looked at Buck and jumped at him.

Buck was afraid! He didn’t know any crazy dogs. And he liked Dolly—he
didn’t want to see this. He quickly ran away from Dolly, but she was only
one jump behind him. He ran through the trees, across some ice and back
to the river. Dolly barked crazily behind him, but she couldn’t catch him.

“Buck, come here, boy. Come to me!” shouted Frangois. Buck turned
and ran back to the camp. He was very tired now and had a lot of pain in
his legs.

“I'll have to help Buck,” thought Frangois, and he found his club. Buck
ran past him and Frangois’s club came down very hard on Dolly’s head.

Buck stopped and fell near the sledge. Spitz saw Buck and quickly
attacked him. But Francois saw this and he hit Spitz with his club, many,
many times.

“Spitz is a dangerous dog,” said Perrault. “He really hates Buck. One day
he’s going to kill him!”

“But Buck’s more dangerous,” answered Francois. “I always watch him,
and I know. One day he'll get very angry and he'll eat Spitz for dinner. He'll
kill him easily. I know it.”

The weather got warmer and the trip got very difficult. The dogs couldn’t
fight—there was no time. The ice got very thin in some places and the
sledge broke through it many times.

One time, when the ice broke, Buck and Dave fell into the icy water.
They were almost dead when the two men pulled them out. The men

17



The Call of the Wild

made a fire, and the dogs had to run

around it very quickly. They had to

get the thick ice off their coats.
Another time, Spitz went

through the ice and pulled

the other dogs in, too.

Then the ice broke behind

the sledge. Perrault had to

climb up a high rock next

to the river very quickly. He

took the rope from the dogs’

harnesses with him, Then

he pulled the dogs out of the

river, and onto the rock. Wich

the dogs” help, Perrault then
pulled the sledge onto the rock.
Frangois climbed up after him.

Everybody was very cold and very tired. But they couldn’t stay up on
the rock; they had to get back down to the river. So they walked to the
end of the rock and, slowly and carefully, Francois and Perrault took the
dogs back down. They only went a half of a kilometer that day.

Perrault wasn't happy, because this trip was too slow.

So on the good days, the dogs had to work long hours. But Buck’s feet
weren't as hard as the other dogs’ feet. In sunny California, he never had
to walk on cold, hard ice and snow. So now he walked with a lot of pain.
One night, he couldn’t get up and eat his fish.

Frangois looked at Buck’s tired feet. He wanted to help him, so he cut
off the tops of his boots. He made Buck four little dog-boots.

“Here, Buck,” Frangois said kindly. “These will help you.”

rock /rak/ (n) Rocks are usually gray or brown and you find them on the ground.
boots /buts/ (n) You wear boots on your feet when you walk in rain or snow.

18



Chapter 3 - A Bad Fight

Buck loved his new little boots and he was happier after that. One
morning, Frangois forgot about Buck’s boots. He harnessed the other
dogs and then called Buck. But Buck didn’t go to his harness and he
didn’t get up. Perrault and Frangois found Buck and they laughed. Buck
was on his back with his four feet up. Francois put Buck’s boots on. Then
the dog happily got up and walked to his harness.

“He really is a crazy dog,” Perrault laughed.

After many more days on the river, they arrived in Dawson. [t was a
gray day, and everybody was very tired. There were men and dogs and
sledges everywhere. Every day the dogs ran up and down the streets and
pulled wood and gold for the men. The dogs worked very hard. They did
the same work as horses. And every night, at twelve and at three, the dogs
howled at the night sky.

They sang their strange song, and Buck loved to sing with them. It
was a very old song—a song from a younger world. And when Buck
howled, he howled with the pain of his wild fathers.

19



The Call of the Wild

Seven days later, they left Dawson. The dogs were strong now, and the
fighting quickly began again.

Buck had small fights with Spitz every day, and he always fought him
in front of the other dogs. Now Buck was stronger and more dangerous
than Spitz, and the other dogs could see this. They stopped liking Spitz.
Other dogs began to fight with Spitz, too. They weren' afraid of him and
they didn’t listen to him. So the dogs began to work badly and they didn’t
pull the sledge well.

Frangois got very angty at his dogs.

“You stupid dogs!” he shouted, and he hit them again and again. But
nothing helped. The dogs didn’t stop fighting.

One night, after dinner, a dog found a small animal. The animal

jumped up and ran away very quickly. The

sledge dogs saw it and they quickly ran

after it. Buck was in front of the other
dogs. He was very excited. He wanted to
catch the animal and kill it. He ran and
ran. Burt the animal was always
one jump in front. Buck was
very happy.
Spitz quietly
left the dogs and
ran a different
way. Buck
didn’t see him. 5 1
Suddenly £
Spitz jumped il

out in front of

the animal.

[t couldn’t turn
around, and Spitz’s big
teeth killed it quickly.



Chapter 3 — A Bad Fight

The other dogs howled and barked. But Buck didn’t bark and he didn
stop. He ran at the whirte dog, and Buck and Spitz began their last,
dangerous fighc.

Spitz fought very well, and he attacked Buck again and again. Buck
tried to push him onto the ground, burt Spitz always jumped away very
quickly. After some minutes, Buck was in a lot of pain. He had many cuts,
but Spitz was fine. Buck was very tired, and the other dogs watched him
carefully. Then Buck jumped at Spitz again. His tecth closed around Spitz’s
leg, and Spitz cried loudly. With a quick jump, Buck broke Spitz’s leg.

Spitz was now in a lot of pain, but he tried hard to stand up. Then
Buck started the last attack. He could sce and feel the other dogs. They
waited and watched. They wanted one of the two dogs to fall. Buck
jumped up and hit Spitz hard. Spitz cried and fell. The other dogs
quickly attacked him. Buck sat down and watched. He was very tired.
But he felt good, because now he was the most important dog.

21



Activities 4

4.1 Were you right?

Look back at your answers to Activity 3.4. Then look again at this
picture. What happened before this? What happened next? Tell the
story to other students.

42 What more did you learn?

Write one word in each sentence.

Buck went to the food box and Spitz took his bed.

N -

Francois was - oo when Buck attacked Spitz.
3 or more wild dogs attacked the sledge dogs.

4 Joe lost one of his ~oweeeein the attack.

v

After that, - went crazy and she attacked Buck.
6 Buck's feet were cold, so Francois made him little oo, ;

7 Spitz killed @ v -+ animal.

[+2]

Buck attacked Spitzand - e s leg,



The Call of the Wild

3 Language in use

Lo?k at the seritence c;n the right. Why di_d ? Spitz had to be the best, ,l
Spitz have to kill Buck? Complete these first % so e Fad kel Bk |
parts of sentences with the second parts of Bl y
sentences in the box.

Spitz took Buck's bed, so ..... A
Buck and the other dogs ran away because .............

Francois hit Dolly because ..............

One day they only went half a kilometer,so ...

1

2

3

4 Buck and Dave fell into the water because .............

5

6 There was a lot of wood and gold in Dawson, so ..............
7

After his last fight with Spitz, Buck felt good because ............

A Buck attacked him. D eighty to a hundred dogs

|

|

B the ice broke. attacked the camp. !
E she attacked Buck.

|

| C now he was the most important
| dog. F the dogs worked very hard.
i

|

G Perrault wasn’t happy.

14 What's next?

Look at the pictures in Chapter 4. Where is Spitz? What is going to happen
next? How is Buck going to feel? What do you think? Discuss these
questions and make notes.

Notes
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CHAPTER

The New Boss

Francois put bis arms around Bucks neck and be cried.

Buck never saw the two men again.

14¢ ey, what did I say? I was right. Buck is a very dangerous
dog,” Frangois said the next morning. He couldn’ find Spitz
anywhere, and Buck had many cuts on him.

Perrault looked at Buck’s cuts and said, “Yes, but Spitz fought hard.”

“And Buck fought harder,” answered Francois. “Now the sledge will
go faster. Without Spitz, there will be no more problems. I know I'm
right.”

Then Perrault put the bags onto the sledge and Francois pur the dogs
into their harnesses. Buck walked to Spitz’s harness and waited. But
Frangois didn’t see him and brought Sol-leks to the same place. Buck
jumped at Sol-leks angrily, and Sol-leks had to move away.

24



Chaprer 4 — The New Boss

“Ha!” Francois laughed. “Look_ at Buck! He killed Spirz, and now he
wants his job! Go away, Buck!” he shouted, but Buck didn’t move. Then
Frangois pulled Buck by his neck and put Sol-leks in Spitz’s harness.
Buck barked angrily, but he moved. Sol-leks was afraid of Buck and he
didn't want to make Buck angry. So, when Francois turned around,
Buck easily pushed Sol-leks away again.

Frangois was angry now. “Buck—jyou

bad dog! You move away now!” he
shouted, and he took his club.
Buck remembered the man in
the red shirt and he walked
away.

When Frangois brought
Sol-leks back, Buck didn’t
bark.

“OK, now you, Buck.
Come here and get into
your harness,” Frangois
said.

Burt Buck walked
away from him. Francois
followed, but Buck didn’t
stop. -

Francois looked down at
the club in his hand. “Oh, 1
understand. You're afraid of this. All
right, I'll put it on the ground—look.

Now, come to me.”

But Buck wasn't afraid of the club and he didn’t go
to Francois. He wanted to be in Spitzs harness. He was the best dog
now and he didn’t want to go back to his old harness. He walked away
again. He didn't leave the camp, but Francois couldn’t get near him.
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After an hour, Francois sat down. He looked at Perrault and smiled.
Then he looked back at Buck.
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“OK, Buck, you win!” And he took Sol-leks out of Spiez’s place.

Buck laughed and walked to the sledge. Francois put him in his new
harness. '

“Mush!” Francois shouted, and the sledge started to move. Frangois
watched Buck carefully. “I don't think Buck can do Spitz’s job.” Frangois
thought. But he was wrong.

After some kilometers, Francois thought, “Wow! Buck is better than
Spitz! He’s faster, stronger, and more intelligent than Spitz. Spitz was the
best dog, but now Buck is better!”

Buck quickly stopped the fighting between the other dogs.

He was the new boss now, and the other dogs were afraid of him.
They listened to him and worked hard for him. Frangois and Perrault
were surprised and very happy.

“Buck is the best sledge dog in the North.” Frangois said. “Somebody
will pay a thousand dollars for him! What do you think, Perraulc?”

“Yes, you're right,” he said. Perrault was very happy with Buck’
work, too.

Perrault was also very happy with this trip. The ice was hard, and
there was no new snow. It wasn't too cold. Every day, for fourteen days,
they ran 20 kilometers. And at the end of the second week, they could
see Skaguay.

But when they arrived at Skaguay, Francois and Perrault’s plans
changed. They had to leave Skaguay and the Yukon.

They had to sell the dogs quickly. Frangois put his arms around Buck’
neck and he cried. Buck never saw the two men again.

A Scottish man bought the sledge dogs. He and some other men worked
for the Canadian Mail Company. They carried people’s letters to them.
The next day, they took the sledge back to Dawson, and it was hard work
for the dogs. The sledge was very heavy and the snow was very thick.
Buck didn’t like this new job, but he always worked hard. And the other
dogs had to work hard, too.
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On this trip, Buck only liked one thing. He liked ¢o sit by the fire A
at night, before he went to bed. He often thought about Curly and
his fight with Spitz. Sometimes he remembered Mr. Miller’s farm in
California. But he wasn't sad. He didn’t want to go back to Mr. Miller’s
big farm and the warm sun. He had a new home now, and a new life.
This life was hard, but good. -

After many more days and nights, they arrived in Dawson. Now the
dogs were very tired. They were very thin, and they wanted a long rest.

But they only had two days’ rest, and then they had to start again, The
dogs couldn run fast, and the men weren't happy. And it snowed every
day, so the sledge got heavier and heavier. It was the dogs’ third trip back
to Skaguay. And day after day, they got weaker and weaker.

Dave had the biggest problem. Sometimes the sledge stopped
suddenly, and Dave cried with pain. The men looked at him carefully,
bur they couldn’t find the problem. Something was wrong inside Dave,
but they‘couldn’t help him.

After-three days, Dave was very weak, and he fell to the ground in his
harness many times. The Scottish man stopped the sledge and took him
out of his harness. He wanted to give Dave a rest, but this made the dog
angry. Dave was in a lot of pain, but he had a job. It was his work, and
Dave hated to see another dog in his harness. The sledge started to move
again, and Dave ran next to the other dogs. Running was very difficult in
the thick snow. He cried and barked with pain, * :

He was also very weak, and he fell down in the snow. He howléd
sadly, and starred to walk slowly behind the sledge.

The dogs had to have a short rest, so the men stopped. They Watched
Dave. He walked slowly and carefully to the sledge. He stopped next to
Sol-leks and didn’t move away. ]

One mansaid, “Some dogs die because they can't work, Sledge dogs love
their work. And when they can’e pull the sledge, they dont want to live.”

"The Scottish man listened and then said, “I think Dave is going to
die. But he can die in his harness. Then he'll die happy.”
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4

So the men put Dave back into his harness, and the sledge started
again. Dave was happy in his harness, but the pain was very bad. He fell
many times, and one time, the sledge went over his legs. But he stayed
in his harness and night came. The men stopped and made their camp.
Dave fell down in the snow next to the sledge. They gave the dogs their
fish, but Dave couldn’t eat.

In the morning, Dave couldn't get up. He tried to go to his harness,
but he couldn’t move his legs. The men waited for a short time, but then
they had to leave. The sledge moved away from the camp and Dave
howled sadly.

The sledge went behind some trees, and the Scottish man stopped
the dogs. “I have to help Dave,” he thought. “He’ll die slowly in the cold
snow;, and I don't want that. He was a good dog.”

He walked back to Dave, and the other men stopped ralking. Then
they heard the sound of a gun. The Scottish man came back quickly and
shouted, “Mush!” The sledge moved away fast. But Buck knew, and every
other dog knew. They understood the sound of the gun. And now Dave
had no more pain.
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5.1

5.2

Activities 5

Were you right?

Look back at your notes for Activity 4.4. Then put the right words in the
story.

After the fight with Spitz, o Buck was the most important dog.

He took the place of Spitz at the ......ccoccoviennnvs of the sledge. The other
dogs were ... of him. So Francois and Perrault were very
...................... with his work. But then they sold the dogstoa ...
fiiatt, The Hops Catied s for the new men, in the thick snow.
Some dogs became very weak, and the men had to kill ... :

What more did you learn?
Write a sentence under each picture. Then put them in order, 1-4.
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53 Language in use He's faster, stronger,
Look at the sentences on the right. Then and more intelligent.

finish these sentences in the same way. He was the best dog now.

1 Buck was ......2igger ... than Spitz. (big)

5.4 What's next?

In the next chapter, the Scottish man sells the dogs again. Look at the
start of Chapter 5 and the words in italics. Then look at the pictures in
this chapter. What is happening? Write one sentence about each picture.

.....................................................................................................................



CHAPTER

A Bad Trip

The dogs began to die because they were tired, weak,
and very hungry

T he Canadian Mail sledge, with Buck and the other dogs, arrived

in Skaguay. They looked and felt very tired. Buck was very thin.
The dogs’ feet had cuts on them and they couldn’t run. After thirty days
without a rest, they were very weak.

“Come, my friends,” said the driver. “This is the end. Now we'll have
a long rest—a very long rest.”

But there were letters in Skaguay for the men in the North, and che
mail sledge had to leave again. The dogs only had a three-day rest. They
were tired and weak, and now they couldn’t pull the heavy sledge. The
men had to buy new, strong dogs, so the Scottish man sold Buck and the
other dogs. He didn't ask for a ot of money because the dogs couldn’t
work very hard.

Two American men, Charles and Hal, bought the tired dogs
and cheir harnesses. Charles was forty-five years old and

he had weak, watery eyes. Hal was a younger

man of about twenty. He wasn’t a kind man.
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He always carried a gun and a big knife with him. The two men
looked strange in the North, and they didn't understand life there.

Hal and Charles took Buck and the other dogs to their new camp.
Buck saw a woman, Mercedes, there, and a very large sledge. Hal put the
dogs into their harnesses and the dogs waited. The men put a lot of bags
and boxes onto the sledge, and it got heavier and heavier.

A man walked past and looked at their sledge.

“You have a very big, heavy sledge there,” he said to Hal. “It’s too
heavy. Do you really think it will move?”

“Of course—now go away!” shouted Hal, and he took out his club.
“Mush! Go! Move!” he shouted to the dogs. The dogs jumped and tried
o move the sledge. But it was too heavy and they couldnt move it.

“You stupid dogs! You aren't pulling hard!” shouted Hal. “I'll kill you!”
And Hal started to hit the weak dogs with his club.

Some men came and watched Hal.

“Those dogs are tired. They want a rest,” said one man.

“Be quiet!” shouted Hal, and he started to hit the dogs again.
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Another man watched angrily. “Those
poor dogs,” he thought. “That man is very
stupid, but I have to help those dogs.” So he shouted to Hal, “Break the
ice under the sledge. The dogs want to work hard, so don’t hit them. Help
them, and your sledge will move.”

Hal didr’t want to listen to the man, but his dogs couldn’t move. So
he broke the ice, and the sledge slowly moved down the street. But the
road suddenly turned left and the large sledge fell over. Bags and boxes
went everywhere. Then the harnesses broke from the sledge, and the dogs
ran away. '

Many nice people came and helped Hal, Charles, and Mercedes. They
found their things and brought the dogs back.

One man said, “You'll have to buy more dogs. Your sledge is very
heavy.”

So Charles bought more dogs, and now they had fourteen animals.
They started again, and the men felt happy and importanc.

The heavy sledge moved slowly down the street. The dogs worked as
hard as they could.

The trip back to Dawson was very bad. Hal, Charles, and Mercedes
fought every day. They didnt have any plans and they didn't know about
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this cold country. They started late in the morning and finished early in the
afternoon. So they didn’t go many kilometers in a day. They hated the cold,
the snow, and the Yukon.

They also didnt know about dogs, so they didn’t bring much food
for them. The dogs began to die because they were tired, weak, and very
hungry. In one week, six dogs died, and the other dogs were almost dead.

It was beautiful spring weather. The sun came up early and went down
late every day. The birds sang, and the trees were green again. The ice on
the river started to break. But through these wonderful days, with new life
everywhere, the two men, the woman, and the dogs walked. They didn't
enjoy the spring. They thought only of the hard work and the pain.

Buck and the other dogs had no life in them when they arrived, one
evening, at John Thornton’s camp. When the sledge stopped, every dog
fell down in the snow. They looked dead.

“What's the best way to Dawson?” Hal asked Thornton.

Thornton looked at the sledge and thought, “I know these people.
They're stupid. I know they won listen to me. But I want to help
those dogs.”
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“The weather is warmer now,” he said to Hal, “and the ice is very
thin. Don’t walk across this river to Dawson now.”

“Some people in Skaguay said the same thing, and were here. You're
wrong—the ice is thick. We're going to finish our trip. We will get to
Dawson,” Hal answered.

Thornton didn't stop them. They didn't want to hear his words. They
didn’t understand the North.

Hal shouted to his dogs, “Get up, you stupid animals! Move! Gert up,
Buck!” .

But Buck didn’t get up. So Hal took his club and hit him hard. Buck
stayed on the ground. Hal hit him again and again. Buck didn’t want to
get up.

On this trip the ice felt dangerous under his feet. It felt different, and
many times on the last river, he was afraid. He was very, very tired and he
couldn’t get up. The club didn’t hurt very much now and Buck started to
die. He could hear the club, but now he couldn’t feel it.

Suddenly, Thornton attacked Hal. Hal fell to the ground. Thornton
stood over Buck and said angrily, “You hit

that dog again, and I'll kill you!”

“It’s my dog,” answered Hal. “Get out
of my way or I'll kill you. We're going to
Dawson and you aren’t going to stop us!”
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Thornton stood between Hal and Buck. He didn’t move. Then Hal
took out his long knife. But Thornton quickly hit Hal on the hand and
the knife fell to the ground. Thornton hit Hal again. Then he took the
knife and quickly cut Buck’s harness.

Hal couldn’t fight Thornton. He was tired, and Buck was almost dead.
He didn’t want him now.

Minutes later, the heavy sledge, with five tired dogs, Hal, Charles and
Mercedes, went down to the river. Buck watched them, and Thornton sat
down next to Buck. He felt Buck’s legs and his back.

“This animal will have to have a lot of food and rest,” he thought. “I
hope he doesn’t die.”

The sledge moved slowly across the river. Suddenly, the thin ice broke
and the sledge fell into the cold water. The dogs barked and Mercedes
shouted. Then the dogs and the people quickly went under the ice. Buck
never saw them again. Thornton looked at Buck, and Buck looked back
at him.,

“Oh, Buck,” Thornton said quietly.
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Activities 6

6.1 Were you right?

Look back at your answers to Activity 5.4. Then write these words in the

box.
Buck the Scottish man Mercedes

Thornton  the sledge dogs  Charles and Hal

dead living
Mercedes

6.2 What more did you learn?

Are these sentences right (v') or wrong (X)? Change the wrong
sentences and write them in the box below.

v' 1 The Scottish man sold the dogs for very little mone
2 Hal was a kind man.
3 Charles and Hal's sledge was very light.
4 Hal broke the ice under the sledge for the dogs.
5 Thornton liked Charles and Hal.
6 The weather got warmer because it was summer.
7 Thornton hit Buck with a club.

8 Thornton cut Buck’s harness and took him away.

Right answers
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63 Language in use : It was too heavy and they
Look at the sentence on the right. Then couldn't move it.

finish these sentences in the same way.

2 Thedeg Was..ummmmmus s . (fast)
= T e .
4 They Were ..., . (late)
TV csmims vt s e AR RS ;

5.4 What's next?

Buck is now very sick. Do you think Thornton will be a good friend to
Buck? Will Buck die? How will the story end? Discuss these questions
with other students and make notes below.

Notes
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CHAPTER

For the Sake of a Man

“Some men like to fight. And when somebody urts
Thornton, Buck will go crazy.”

ohn Thornton had bad feet from an accident in the winter before
JBuck came. So his friends made a camp for him, and they left him by
the river.
“We're going to Dawson. But we'll be back for you when the weather’s
warmer. Have a long rest here and get becter,” they said.
In the camp, Buck sat and watched the river. He listened to the
songs of the birds, and he slowly got scronger and stronger. They all got
stronget—Buck, Thornton, and his other
dogs, Nig and Skeet—and they
waited for Thornton’s friends.
Skeet was a small, friendly dog,
and she was a little doctor to
Buck. Every morning, after
breakfast, she carefully washed
Buck’s cuts. Nig was a very
large, black dog and he was also
friendly, They were good friends
and they played games every day.
And Buck slowly learned a
new lesson.
For the first time in his life, he felc
strong feelings—for Thornton. This
wonderful man took him away from

Hal, and he helped him. He was kind and
friendly, and he never hit him. he talked to them every day.

Buck liked Thornton’s talks with him. He barked at him.
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“Wow, Buck,” I'hornton laughed. “I think you can speak!”
Buck’s feelings for Thornton got stronger and stronger. He liked

Thornton more than anything in life.
g

Thornton's friends, Hans and Pete, arrived in the camp with their
boat.

In the beginning, Buck didn’t like these strange men, but then he saw
Thornton’s love for his friends.

So Buck walked to them when they called him. And he didn’t bark
angrily at them. But Buck’s only liked Thornton, and Hans and
Pete could see this.

One day, the two men watched Thornton and Buck.

“Buck really likes Thornton,” Pete said. “But I'm afraid. You know
the men in the North. Sometimes they ger angry easily and some men '
like to fight. And when somebody hurts Thornton, Buck will go crazy.”

“Yes,” answered Hans. “In Thornton’s next fight, Buck will kill the
other man.”
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It was at Circle City, in December, when Pete remembered those
words. Thornton and his friends were in a cafe. “Black” Barton was in
the cafe, too. He was a large, angry man. Barton wanted to fight with
somebody, so he started to speak angrily to a smaller man. The man was
afraid.

Thornton watched the two men. “Oh, no, there’s going to be a fight,”
he thought. “And this won’t be a good fight, because Barton is bigger
than that other man. T'll have to do something.”

So Thornton went to Barton and spoke quietly to him. Barton turned
around and hit Thornton very hard in the face.

The people in the bar heard a loud angry bark. Then a large dog
quickly jumped up and ran at Barton. Barton put up his arm and Buck
artacked ir. Buck and Barton fell to the floor. Buck was on top of the
man. He was very angry, and he attacked Barton again. This time, he
hurt his neck very badly and Barton shourted with pain. Then some men
pulled Buck off Barton and they took the dog outside.

A doctor came and looked at Barton’s neck.

“He’s got a very bad cut, but he’s going to live,” he said.

A man said, “Yes, but Buck’s dangerous. He almost killed that man!

We'll have to kill him.”
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“No, we can’t do that!” said another man. “Buck attacked Barton
because Barton hit Thornton. He's a good dog, and he helped his friend.”
So nobody was angry with Buck. But other people in Alaska heard

about this wonderful, strange dog and his great feelings for Thornton.

At the end of the next summer,again,Buck showed That he liked Thornton
verymuch. Hans, Pete, and Thornton wanted to take their boat down a fast
river. Hans and Pete stood next to the river when Thornton was in the
boat. Buck didn’t like chis river, and he watched Thornton very carefully.
Suddenly, the boat moved very quickly through the water and it hic
a rock. The boart turned over and Thornton fell into the cold river. He
quickly went under the fast water, and the river carried him away.
Buck jumped into the water and swam to his friend. When he came
near, Thornton put his arms around Buck’s neck. Then Buck tried to
swim to Hans and Pete.
They could pull Thornton out.

But the water was very fast,
and it pushed Thornton
and Buck quickly down
the river.

“You can’t pull me to
Hans and Pete!” Thornton
shouted to Buck.

He caughr a large rock

and pushed Buck away.
“Go Buck! Go!

You have to get out of

the river!”

Buck didn’t want to
teave his friend, but he
slowly swam to Hans
and Pere.
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The two men pulled the wet dog out of the river. They had to help
Thornton quickly, so they ran fast to a place above Thornton.

Then they purt a rope around Buck and he quickly jumped into
the cold water again. But the water was too strong and it carried Buck
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P b f

past Thornton. Hans and Pete had to pull Buck out of the river
again fast, before he hit the dangerous rocks, When they got Buck out
of the water, he looked déad. There was a lot of water in his nose and
mouth. Hans and Pete hit the water out of him, but he couldn’t see
“Help, help! P’m going down,” shouted Thornton.
Buck heard his friend’s cry and jumped up. He felt very bad, but he
had to help Thoraton. Hans, Péte, and Buck quickly ran-back to the
place above Thornton. They put the rope around Buck's neck again, and

very well.

he jumped in.

The water was very strong and very cold, but Buck didn't stop. Buck
swam to Thornton, and Thornton caught him around his neck. Hans
and Pete pulled the rope very hard, and slowly Buck and Thornton
moved nearer to them. But they went under the water many times, and
they hit many hard rocks.

Then, suddenly, they were on the ground next to the river. They
looked dead and they had a lot of cuts on them. Buck couldn’t move and
he couldn’t open his eyes.

When Thornton woke up, he wanted to see Buck. He sac up and saw
his beautiful dog on the ground near him.

“Is he dead?” he quickly asked Pete.

“No,” Pete answered, “but hes in a lot of pain and he can't walk.”

- “OK,” said Thornton quietly, “we can't go down this river now. We'll
stay here. And when Bucls well, we'll take the boat down the river
again.” | _

After many weeks, Buck got better and they all went down the river to
Dawson. ' B

*
That wintes, at Dawson, Buck did another wonderful thing for
Thornton.
Hans, Pete, and Thornton wete in acafe, one afternoon, with

other men.
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Suddenly, one man said, “I have a very strong dog. I think he can pull
a sledge with two hundred kilos of sugar on it!”

Another man, Matthewson, said, “Ha! Thar's nothing. My dog can
pull a sledge with three hundred kilos of sugar on it,”

“Now that’s nothing,” said Thornton. “My Buck can pull a sledge
with four hundred and fifty kilos of sugar on it!”

“And walk a hundred meters with it?” asked Matthewson.

“Yes, and walk a hundred meters,” answered Thornton coldly.

“Let’s sce this, and I'll give you a thousand dollars. Or you have to
give me a thousand dollars. OK?” said Matthewson, He put a large bag
of gold on the table. “And here it is. I have a sledge ourtside, now, and it
has four hundred and fifty kilos of sugar on it.”

Nobody spoke, and Thornton’s face went very red.

“Oh, no!” he thought. “Can Buck pull four hundred and fifty kilos of
sugar?”

He looked at the faces around him. And then he saw an old friend,
Jim O’Brien.

“Can you give me a thousand dollars?” he asked quietly.

“Yes, of course,” answered his good friend.

Everybody walked quickly out of the cafe - They were excited. They

talked about Bucks test and about the money.
Thornton brought Buck to Matthewso's sledge,
and purt on his harness. Buck looked beautiful.
He was young and strong. Thornton sar down
next to Buck and pur his arms around his
neck. Then he put his hands on Buck’s face
and looked into his eyes.
“Do this for mysake, Buck. Do this
for me,” he said quietly.

Then Thornton stood up and
walked away from his dog,
“Now, Buck ... GO!” he shouted.
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Buck jumped up and pulled hard,
but it was a very difficult job. Buck pulled and pulled. Nobody spoke.
Slowly, the sledge began to move. It moved one centimeter, and then

two centimeters. And then it started to move across the snow. Thornton
walked behind the sledge and shouted, “Thats it Buck. You're a strong
dog. You can do it. Go, go!”

Buck felt tired, but he didn't stop. Slowly, he walked to the end of the
hundred meters. Everybody went crazy. They shouted and jumped. They
were happy and excited. They talked about Buck, the most wonderful
dog in Alaska.

Thornton sat down next to Buck and put his hands on Buck’s head.

“I like you, you crazy, wonderful dog,” he said happily.

47



CHAPTER

The Call of the Wild

In the woods, he wasn't a sledge dog. In the trees,

he was a wild animal—quick and careful

hen Buck walked past that hundred meter line, he showed That he
liked Thornton verymuch.But he also won a thousand dollars.
And now the three men could begin a new trip. They wanted to go to
new and strange places, in the East. They wanted to leave the towns
and cities, and to find some gold.

When they said goodbye, their friends weren’t happy. “Be careful!”
their friends said. “You'll be in the wild for months, and it will be
dangerous.”

But Thornton, Hans, and Pere weren't afraid. With a sledge, some
dogs, and guns, they could live anywhere in the wild. And they could
live happily away from other people for a long time.

Month after month they walked. They went down new rivers and
slept on new mountains. They felt strange, new winds. Every day
they caught fish or small animals for food, and Buck loved this. He
loved catching his food and he loved going to these new and exciting
places.

One day, they found a road through the woods. Bu it began
nowhere and ended nowhere. Another day, they found an old house in
the middle of some trees. They found a gun and an old bed inside, but
no people. They saw summer, fall, winter, and then Spring again.

And at the end of their trip, they found a wonderful place between
two small mountains. There was a small river, and at the bottom of
this river the men could see gold.

The men worked hard, day after day. They took the gold from the
bottom of the river and pur it into large bags. And every day, they got
richer and richer. But the dogs had no work, so Buck started to take
long walks in the woods.
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He didn’t understand this new place, but he felt very happy. He

started to feel something strange inside, and sometimes he could hear
something. It called to him.

One night, he woke up suddenly. He could hear the call loudly,
and it came from the woods. It was a long, sad howl and it didn’t
come from a dog.

Buck jumped up and ran through the camp into the woods. He
walked slowly through the trees and, in an open place, he saw a wolf.

He walked slowly and carefully to the wolf. But the wolf was afraid
of Buck and it quickly ran away. Buck ran after it and followed it
through the trees. After an hour, the wolf understood. Buck didn't
want to hurt him.

wolf /wulf/ (n) A wolf is a wild animal like a big dog.
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They started to play. Then
they ran for a long time. Buck followed the
wolf. He was very happy with his new wolf-brother.

They stopped at a river and had a drink. But when he saw the river,
Buck remembered Thornton. He couldn’t follow his new brother. He

had to go back to the camp. So, he turned around and started to run
back. But the wolf wasn't happy. For an hour, he cried and ran next to
Buck. But Buck didn’t stop. The wolf sat down and howled sadly. But
Buck had to leave him.

When Buck saw Thornton in the camp, he quickly jumped on
him. He played games with him.

“Where were you, you crazy dog?” laughed Thornton.

For two days and two nights, Buck never left the camp, and he
was always near Thornton. He followed him everywhere. Buck was
next to Thornton when he slept. He stayed with him when he ate. He
watched him at work.

But then he heard the call in the woods again, and it was loud.
Buck remembered his wild brother. He couldn't eat or sleep.
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Buck started to walk through the woods again, and he tried to find
his new brother. But he didn't hear his sad howl again.

Then Buck began to sleep in the woods at night, and he stayed
away from the camp for two or three days.

He fished in the river for food, and one day he killed a large,
dangerous animal. It was a long and difficult fight but Buck won. He
could live in the wild now, and he was strong, young, and intelligent.

“Buck 1s the best dog in the world,” said John Thornton one day to
his friends. “Watch him walk.”

“Yes, he really is a wonderful animal,” said Pete.

“You know, you're right,” said Hans.

Buck walked out of the camp.

But Thornton and his friends didn’t see the new Buck when he got
to the trees. In the woods, he wasn’t a sledge dog. In the trees, he was a
wild animal~—quick and careful. He could catch and kill anything. He
killed many times and he always ate the meat of the dead animals.

The weather got colder, and moose started to come into Buck’s
woods. Buck killed a small

moose, but he wanted
to kill an older, larger
animal. Then Buck
found one. He was

a very big, strong
moose, and he was very
angry. He was angry
because he had a big
arrow in his back. He :
cried angrily when he e o v/

saw Buck.

moase /mus/ (n) A moose is a big North American animal with a head like a horse.
arrow /'mrov/ (n} An arrow is long, thin and often made from wood. You shoot it at people
or animals.
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The Call of the Wild

Buck followed the old moose everywhere. Many younger moose
tried to attack Buck, but he was fast. They couldn’t catch him. When
night came, the younger moose had to move away from the trees.
They couldn’t help the old moose now, so they left him.

Hour after hour, and day after day, Buck followed the old moose.
And when the moose tried to eat or drink, Buck attacked him.

The moose got weaker and weaker because Buck was always there.
At the end of the fourth day, Buck pulled the tired moose down to
the ground.

For a day and a night, Buck stayed by the dead animal. He ate and
slept. Then he went back to the camp, to his friend, Thornton.

Three kilometers from the camp, Buck began to feel very strange.
Something was different and he didn’t like it. So he started to run
quickly and he stopped outside the camp. He couldn’ hear any birds
or the sounds of his friends.

Suddenly, he found Nig, his little doctor. Nig had a large arrow
in his back, and he was dead. Then he found Hans. He was on the
ground and he had arrows in his back. He didn't move—he was
dead, too. —
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Chapter 7 — The Call of the Wild

Buck looked out from the trees. A loud, angry bark came from
him, but he didn’t hear it. For the last time in his life, he went crazy.
He went crazy because he liked Thornton very much.

Strange men jumped in the middle of the camp. They heard the
strange, loud bark. Then they saw a large, angry animal. It jumped at
them from the trees. It was Buck, and he wanted to kill them.

He quickly killed the first man, but he didn’t stop. He attacked
them again and again, and the men couldn’t stop him. They tried to
kill him with their arrows. But he moved very quickly, so they couldn’t
catch him. They were afraid, and they ran into the woods.

But Buck hated them more than anything in the world, and he
followed them. He killed two more men, but the others ran away.

Then Buck slowly walked back into the quiet camp and he found
Dete. Pete was dead in his bed. Buck walked to the river of gold. It was
red now. Skeet had his front legs and his head under the water.

And Thornton was also there, under the water. Buck couldn't see
him, but he knew. John Thornton was dead.

Buck stayed next to the river all day.

Now he couldn’t play with his friend or Jook into his eyes with

kindness. Buck couldn’t howl or
cry. He felt a very bad
pain inside, and it didn’t
g0 away.

Bur sometimes he
looked away from the
river and saw the dead
Indians. They hurt
him, and he killed

them. Now he wasn't
afraid of men, with cheir
clubs and arrows. Buck felt

strong and dangerous.



The Call of the Wild

The sun went down and the sounds of night came to him. He
walked to the center of the camp and listened. It was the call, and
it was strong and beautiful. And for the first time, he was ready to
answer it. Buck only liked one man—Thornton—and now he was
dead. Now Buck didn’t want the harness or the work of men. He
never wanted to live with men again.

Suddenly, a lot of wolves ran into the camp. They stopped when
they saw Buck. Buck was larger and stronger than they were. They
were afraid.

"Then one wolf jumped. But Buck attacked him and broke his thin
neck easily.

Three more wolves tried to attack him. Bur Buck artacked their
necks and faces, and they quickly fell back.

Then the other wolves ran at Buck and attacked him. But Buck was
very strong and he fought well. They hurt him, but he didn’t fall.

After half an hour, the wolves got tired and sat down. A thin, gray
wolf carefully walked up to Buck, and he was friendly. It was Buck’s
wild brother from the woods, and Buck looked at him happily.

Then an old wolf stood in front of Buck and looked at Buck for a
long time. He sat down and howled. Buck understood. The call was
here, and he had to answer. So, Buck sat down and howled, too.

The other wolves came to Buck and barked at him in a half-friendly
way. Then the wolves jumped away and ran into the trees. And Buck ran
with them, next to his wild brother. He answered the call of the wild.
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Chapter 7 - The Call of the Wild

But the story of Buck doesn't end here. The Indians in the East
began to talk about a strange dog. The dog lived with the wolves, but
he wast’t a wolf. People were afraid of this dangerous dog. It took food
from their houses and killed their dogs. Some people went out and
never came back.

Every fall, these people followed the moose into the woods. But they
never went to a place between two small mountains, with a river of gold
in the middle. That place had a bad name, and people stayed away.

But there was one visitor to the place every summer. He was a
great, beautiful wolf—but not a wolf. He came out of the green woods
and went to the open place. He stopped next to the gold river and sat
for a long time. Then he howled sadly, and left.

But in the long winter nights, he wasn’t sad.

He ran with his wild brothers, and he howled
happily. He sang the song of the wild.




Talk about it

R 100k at the pictures. What happened? Ask and answer questions. Work
with another student.

Student A:| You are Thornton’s brother. You are in the North and you

are looking for Thornton.

Student B:| You work in the North. You know about the last months
- of Thornton's life.
A: So you know my brother?
B: Oh, don't you know? I'm very sorry but ...

B Discuss these questions with other students.

A lot of animals do work for people. Which animals work in your country?
What work do they do? Do you think they enjoy it? Is it right? What do you
think?

56



Write about it

You arrived in the North yesterday with your friend. You want to
find gold and next weck you are going to go into the wild. What do
you have to buy for your trip? Think about food, clothes, the sledge,
dangerous people, and animals. Write twenty things.

To bu\)
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Project Easy Money?

Work with two or three other students.

People went to the north of North America because they wanted to get
rich fast. Most people wanted to find gold, but other people made money in
different ways. What other ways can you think of?

Read about a famous Yukon person. She made a lot of meney in the
North. How did she do it? Use the Internet and learn more about her.

Have this conversation.

Students A—C: | You work for newspapers. Ask Mrs. Mulrooney about her

life in Dawson. What went right for her?

Student D: | You are Mrs, Mulrooney. Answer the questions.

elinda Mulrooney | With the money, she iy
B arrived in opened a restaurant
Lawson in 1897. She | and Dawson's best
bought clothes and hotel, and also made
hot water bottles for | $1,000 a day from
$5,000 in the South gold. She was one
and sold them in the | of Dawson’s richest
Yukon for $30,000. women.
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Project Easy Money?

' Write an advertisement for one of these:

* rooms at Mrs. Mulrocney’s hotel
« warm clothes and/or hot water bottles

Or look back at Exercise 1 and choose one of your ideas.

J N
For Sale

) 7

How did these people get rich quickly? What did they do? Discuss
these questions.

Ronaldirnho J- K. Rowling Bill Gates

Think of other ideas. What can you do? Choose one idea.
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Project Easy Money?

5 Write a letter to a friend about your idea.

......................................................................................................................
......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................
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