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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

ion > Surface Laser

Varicose Veins: <>Sclerotherapy <> Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radio
ipheral Arterial Disease: $ Atherectomy { Angiopla
$ Uterine Fibroid Embolization { Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion

560 iy b gy (408) VNS0405

www.endovascularsurgery.com

105 Bascom Ave., Ste. 104, San Jose, CA

e2c, | Bay Area Colon & Rectal Surgeons

Dr. Negar M. Salehomoum

o) Sut'fo vDr.Samuel C. Oommen ¢Dr.Ran S.Kim ¢/Dr. Brian J. McGuinness
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We aim to provide the best care in the diagnosis & treatment of all colon & rectal conditions.

-.-—'-""-'—-
<>Rectal Bleeding <> Colon/Rectal Cancer <>Rectal Prolapse <> Diverticulitis <> Hemorrhoids™ |
<> Anal Abscess/Fistula <>Anal Fissure <> Anal Itch <>Fecal Incontinence <>Colonoscopy

<> Gallstones <>Hernias <> Inflammatory Bowel Disease <>Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery

(925) 274-9000 www.bacrs.com
290AWalnufEreek’, CAYISIS
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Mohamad Harandi

FINE HOMES REALTY

Pl dzoly joumdd 9 oT J9bino
QB Ygpd 9 3a)d 9 e ply gel )3

P

Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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(408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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il g 9 o3g Slalius ( Ky Py 25 &8 iy b )5 Sleo
www.drnafei.com
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Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
v up + Hiring & Training Instructors
+ Licensed & Bonded

5 8> 5 20 5 U5 husg? (S 1)) rjgeT
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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Shawn Jahanbani & Lilly Yaz

Realtors

BRE#01506610
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We do Complementary Free Staging

& Videography to sell your home

b 28 ©)5dia lo by 3y)31) 355 J5in g 3 51 Graipan
lpail 2 iy b 4 9) G e PV b 9 O30 gl by Gl

Lilly: (408)761-7499 shawn: (408)916-8665

Email: lillyyazrealty @gmail.com

3194 De La Cruz Blvd., # 10, Santa Clara, CA,95054
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC
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+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com
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Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

POV g i 3T ) Cunyd 3L 5 AT ilgge o
loeled (5 g ple B8 d)lg 1, lods IWal 5 G ag)B 5 45 34l
Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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Cell:

+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

(408)234-5793
office: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

m hamidr63@yahoo.com 4 www.hamidreiisi.com
1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

D948 ¢rb 43b 5idy Wy dagy 51
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Payam I\M Shayani, ESQ
ol Aceident Attorney
Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

Fi916);42-9999 (408)777-8867  (925)T77-0432

980 9th 'Street, 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
Sacraméhto, CA 95814 San Jose; CA95134 San Francisco, CA 94105
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1290 Fulton Ave., #C. Sacramento, CA 95825
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Aqua Med Massage .59 «oub jlwbo

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408)712-3788
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1
San Jose, CA 95124
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(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 287 (DECEMBER 2015)

Al oV YoV F o5 Jlw Odamy 10
55 (o0 S (s 356 Olibgen
Slys .
Merry Christmas!

and a Happuy New Year!
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San Ramon Valley ;5 Js935 peo 53

Emon Komeily / Realtor

CoLDWeLL
BANKER L1
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This the Best time of the year for serious Buyers to Buy their home!

Mobile: (S 10)9 12-9292

ekomeily @gmail.com

CalBRE #01946899
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Wedding and
Entertainment
Coordinator

i schduit & oo coniull plaiie

gwkw.nlmha.mm

DISCOVER
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Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments

SR9F § oy b WIS
14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

cen:(408)771-3996
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« Tax Audit

San Jose, CA 95124
B 88

«Specialized in “C,” “S,” & LLC

«Monthly bookkeeping

«Accounting system & installation

1900 Camden Ave, Suite 204
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Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

1 am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 E"-_'_E

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Sahar Selahi Insurance Services

Covered California - Uber - Pet Insurance

Farmers is the first large California insurer
offering a ridesharing insurance product

International Drivers license- DUI
No Worries...We will insure you!

4ot S C5 3 (3 o o 500 U
+Bond +Earthquake +Commercial +Life +Health

(408) 931-6434

oS (2ol oilel (oo 1y Lot (55901 g ()b 6o b5 b o
4030 Moorpark Ave., Ste. 250, San Jose, CA

COVERED

U

LBEE R
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Accounting, Auditing & Tax Services
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1="Tax Planning
1==Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

1=°"Tax Problem Resolution

1= Responsive to Your Needs
i=Reliable Service ==Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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Ali’s

Construction & Re mmﬂhng

Celebrating 18+ Years in Business

Oleisle sl IS jlez 351 Olaisle LiS 4id

ploz 9 G5 5T (5 ilwgs (U1 03,8 Lsl x>

Let us Build your Coustom Dream Home

IWith 7. (9( years gp experience we
c guaﬁantee lo mceea{ yotu- ea/tectahon&

www.alisconstruction.com

(408)-898-6474

1011 S. De Anza Blvd. , Cupertino, CA

+ New Custom Home + Room Additions + Bathroom + Kitchen Remodel

21



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 287 (DECEMBER 2015)

0 293 @By akwol 31 S5 5 e )
o «$yyd Sl Joz Lu s 5l a0 S
003 oI 50 S 2 9 S by
Oloslpl 5 438 5 5555 e |y o oS iU o0
O @i 5] Bb 50 s g3 |,
sl sbeo 030 iy Hlws sl od;
€955 i el o1 |y Cunliws
S ol eslos 50 by g b plse
0usg b1y p3 50 iny @li> 03 5 &gl
wlgidy 9 puudS JWid 4 Jlivgy slo
D G 0dse) palze ol (1,
90350 odd |38l 9 Cuopd b 1y ilro
Ol 1 51 Gy o3l U329 5 S
LS sl coxlas 5 o 5 updS
s $335 4S5 e OMloT (sl
Ollidl Cuslons Lo 9 35 Jud !
335 5 5 5 Hly psgie o3 oL
Orod Logad eanogd bxigl |y sl
530, Lalieo Lafls o 531 alluia
Lo Jo pl dil 3l b rog ol
oS 1y oddly Sigalee diz Cumox a3l
Sl oS py e colox 5l o Cuwd
)1 150 ol 0uLad s o> 3yl
29 93T 1y G i3 599 555 Lo o
3 e Camslaws Sy oS58 Lo alugdl
5 bl ST 43838 Jlu cuto o
s (gt S &3 G plr 5 5 o515

oS Eugaéu'olf.\jl.&j

el HUS o agd b Cuslows ng
a2 035 Llod g i Canslow iy
G oS ) a0 g 38wl
b o ,d cuig coo S a> ol
Lolio 8 piuy sl odlel abgs o 8 )b
s DSl B dsene dllSke
ly o olg3ydll doxio 598 il
sl g GUlody 9 1855 ol
Ly Los 598 0938 59y ilae 5 05 b
085 4wl G 05 Slasl
S U ccalon Giny 3lod ol Losal
K ollpm 3 LSS 4z j3 5 > ax b
oy 1y Gledd 5 gdumj @ods
O3S Salo o g > 41 05 9 05
ol zol 31 Kl el s
Wl s @b a1y olal 5 ouas
VPP RYNES P VNS SR
Sl oo b g 3503 Hlo 9 LU 1)
Joz 03 Lo g sl imy 23155
o 5 $obdgd e |y Cusliw S 50
Bl g sl o8 Jal S5 5 ple]!
o earblaty o ploj p |y pusele s
o )3 GISb SKes 50 g 55T on S50
Jlods dlls 03w Camngzss (jly98 S
ol Ly 9 85 ATy atluns g
9 Wb > o Dyu8 Wy Iy solasdl
99 ditlue o (U JUd & b si>
£ 0 Jlsie Gaod 1 39y Cuslows . Slugo

Samira Talmoud
DRE # 01436270

-y av

SOLD

Samlra Talmoud

Coldwell Banker Residential Broker
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S 9 FoSuma SNl g3 9 5
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lais Ciyglia pha pal gl gl ol g2 ga L - 2dily Lods o5

ceit: (408) 439-8054

www.samiratalmoud.cbintouch.com 4 Samira.talmoud@cbnorcal.com

1045 Willow Street, San Jose, CA 95125

COLDWELL
BANKER O
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firestone

S MICHELIN

FOR IVEATTERNG FOF WAILFT-

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYEAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Free Estimates

o

S.M Trucking

Residential, Commercial Hauling Junk Removal & Disposal

Sy JlS i s Ciont g g g G icha L Lo ailil g Jo Ji g Joor

+Appliances +Mattresses & Sofas +Wood & Metal
+Clean-ups +Roof Tear-off +Green Waste
+Furniture +Remodeling & Demolition Derbis +Garbage
+Household Items ~ +Construction Clean Up +Food Waste
+Junk Removal +Water Heaters & Hot tubs +Yard Waste

ol Lodis Jalst e, La S
Swle b Juolo yules 313 e b SleMbl 5,5 (61,9
info@s-m-trucking.com + http://s-m-trucking.com + License: #264706

500 W. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008

(858)245-5961
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Studio Location:
22 Great Oaks Blvd Suite 260
San Jose, CA 85119

Booking: 408.913.6070
www._ConureStudio.com
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+ Relationships
+ Self-esteem
+ Behavior Problems
+ Adults & Teens
+ Life Choices
+ Happiness & Balance
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No matter what you want to change in life, the process is the same. | can help you
navigate this process. Together we identify what matters most to you, what has
been limiting you, & we design a personalized action plan to help you move forward.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
Serving the Bay Area
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Steam Cleaning for Whole House, || Steam Cleaning
2 BR $ 49.95 Up to 1100sq. Excluding Stairs Most Fabrics
Reg: $99.95 $119.95 $99.95 each

Reg: $239.95

Reg: $199.95
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.—-lr—

(408) 345-3848

)
355 Santana Row #1010, San Jose, CA 95128
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EVER WONDERED

How to Find Local Iranian Businesses?

=

, Pirany

EVENTS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

*‘l . l CLASSIFIELD ADS

& (669) 232-2292 Own a Business? List your business at irany.com
# info@irany.com USE Coupon FREEMONTH for a free month listing.
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Just like the nightly news. Only weeklier.

LAST
WEEK
TONIGHT

with JOHN OLIVER

BREAKING NEWS. EVERY SUNDAY.

SERIES PREMIERE
SUNDAYS

AT 11PM
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Accident Lawyer
Disseminating and storing the right
employment information and docu-
mentation can help demonstrate
compliance with federal, state, and
local laws. Below are some "must-
have" policies and forms.

Workplace Policies
Some laws require employers to
communicate workplace informa-
tion to employees in writing. In the
absence of a specific requirement,
employers should also implement
policies that communicate company
expectations and benefits. While the
contents of your company's hand-
book will depend on a number of
factors, including your company's
size, industry, and location, consider
including these key policies:
At-will employment. This statement
reiterates that either you or the em-
ployee can terminate the employment
relationship at any time and for any
reason, as long as the reason is a lawful
one. It is a best practice to prominently
display this statement in the beginning
of your employee handbook (except in
Montana, where at-will employment
is not recognized). Reinforce at-will
status in your handbook acknowledg-
ment form as well.
Anti-harassment & non-discrimination.
These policies prohibit harassment and
discrimination in the workplace. Non-
discrimination laws are governed by
federal, state and local provisions, so
review your applicable law and account
for all appropriate protections.
Employment classifications. It is a
best practice to clearly define em-
ployment classifications, such as
full-time, part-time, exempt or non-
exempt since an employee's clas-
sification can dictate eligibility for
benefits and overtime pay.
Leave & time off benefits. These poli-
cies address a company's rules and
procedures regarding holidays, vaca-
tion, sick, and other types of time off
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15 Must-Have HR Policies and Forms

benefits, or leave required by law (such
as voting leave, family leave, and do-
mestic violence leave) or company
policy. Check your state and local law
to ensure all leave requirements are
included in your employee handbook.
Meal and break periods. A policy on
meal and break periods informs em-
ployees of the frequency and duration
of such breaks as well as any rules or
restrictions related to break periods.
Rest periods, lactation breaks, and meal
periods must be provided in accordance
with federal, state and local laws.
Timekeeping & pay. A timekeeping
policy informs employees of the
method for recording time worked
and the importance of accurately
recording their time. A policy on
paydays lets employees know the
frequency of paydays, the methods
available for receiving pay, and any
special procedures for when a pay-
day falls on a holiday or when an em-
ployee is absent from work.
Safety and health. Safety policies
describe safety and emergency pro-
cedures and require employees to
report work-related injuries imme-
diately. Additionally, some regula-
tions under the Occupational Safety
and Health Act require employers to
have specific policies and programs
in place if certain workplace hazards
exist (such as a hazard communica-
tion program if certain chemicals are
present in the workplace).
Employee conduct, attendance &
punctuality.  Attendance policies
make it clear that employees must
be ready to work at their scheduled
start time each day and provide pro-
cedures for informing the company
of an unscheduled absence or late ar-
rival. It is also a best practice to have
policies on standards of conduct,
drug and alcohol abuse, disciplinary
action, confidentiality, conflicts of in-
terest, and workplace violence.
Forms & Documents
Employers must maintain certain re-
cords to comply with federal, state,
and local laws and to help administer
HR policies and practices. Depend-
ing on the nature of the form, these
documents should either be retained
in the employee's personnel file, or a
separate confidential file. Here are
some key forms to consider:
Hiring forms. There are a variety of

forms that can help you identify quali-
fied candidates during the pre-hire
process, such as a job application and
candidate evaluation form. Once a
candidate is hired, you must complete
certain new hire paperwork, including
a Form W-4 and a Form [-9. Addition-
ally, certain notices must be provided
to new hires. Visit the New Hire Pa-
perwork section of HR411 for a list of
federal and state new hire forms.
Receipt of company property. If you
provide employees with equipment,
tools, or other company property,
use this form to document what was
provided to the employee. This can
help ensure that all property is re-
turned and accounted for at the time
of separation.

Handbook acknowledgments. When
an employee signs this form, he or she
acknowledges that they are responsi-
ble for reading and complying with all
company policies. Obtain signed ac-
knowledgments when you first issue
the handbook, at the time of hire for
new employees, and whenever you
make changes to the handbook.

Leave of absence. Have employees
submit requests for time off or other
types of leave in writing. In some
cases, the federal government or
your state government may provide
sample forms, such as those used

Continued from Page 59

Some of ....
Masal Forest, Gilan

The forests of the northern province
of Gilan are an area of outstanding

natural beauty, and offer some beauti-
ful hiking trails for tourists. An eight
hour drive from Tehran, the mountain-
ous Masal region has some particu-
larly popular walking routes, although
you'd be wise to bring your own
supplies as shops and hotels are few
and far between. The mixture of lush
lowlands and mountain forests make
for a pleasing contrast with the harsh

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

for Family and Medical Leave Act
(FMLA) purposes.

Reasonable accommodation requests.
Federal and some state laws require
employers to provide reasonable ac-
commodations for applicants and em-
ployees with disabilities, or sincerely
held religious beliefs and practices.
While employees aren't required to
make reasonable accommodation re-
quests in writing, employers should
thoroughly document the request, all
communications regarding the request,
and the resulting accommodation.
Performance & discipline. Document
all performance and disciplinary
events, whether positive or negative.
This includes annual performance re-
views, recognitions received, promo-
tions, and disciplinary action, such as
written and oral warnings and perfor-
mance improvement plans.

Business expenses. If employees trav-
el for work, or incur other business-
related expenses, have them maintain
an expense log and submit reim-
bursement requests in writing.

This is an overview of some com-
monly used policies and documents.
Your size, location, and industry may
dictate whether you must provide
additional written information to
employees. When making this de-
termination, consider your business
practices as well as all applicable
federal, state, and local laws.

landscapes of southern Iran, although
lynxes, wolves, and bears are said to
inhabit these territories (attacks on hu-
mans are extremely infrequent).
Laton Waterfall, Gilan

Whilst in Gilan province, it’s worth
heading to the northern county of
Astara to see Iran’s highest waterfall.
Against a breath-taking backdrop of

forested mountains, Latun falls from
a height of 105 metres. The tranquil-
lity of the surrounding waters makes
a perfect lunchtime pit stop, or even
a refreshing swim if you are feeling
adventurous.

Life is full of beauty. Notice it. Notice the bumble bee, th¢
small child, and the smiling faces. Smell the rain, and feel th¢

wind. Live your life to the fullest potential, and fight for your
dreams. Ashley Smith
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Cost of Renting Soaring
Faster than Cost of Buying a Home

If you think home prices are climb-
ing rapidly, it’s nothing compared to
what rents are doing all across the
country, but especially in the Bay
Area and throughout California.
Altisource’s RentRange compiled
data on the 25 housing markets
where rents are rising the fastest,
and two of them are in the Bay Area
and eight in California. The Sacra-
mento metro area came in at No. 2
nationally, while the San Francisco-
Oakland-Fremont metro ranked No.
4, and the San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa
Clara region was No. 7.

The Sacramento area had a whopping
17.6 percent year-over-year increase
in rent prices in the 3rd quarter, ac-
cording to the new report. The San
Francisco metro wasn’t far behind.
The area saw rents soar 17 percent
during that same period. And the San
Jose metro area had a 16.1 percent in-
crease in rent from a year ago.

Why are rents rising so fast? Rent-
Range Chief Executive Walter Char-
noff believes it’s the result of rising
demand for rental housing, along
with home values recovering from
last decade’s foreclosure crisis and
pushing up rental prices with them.
The number of single-family renter
households increased by 3.9 million,
or 34 percent, from 2006 to 2014, ac-
cording to the U.S. Census Bureau.
More generally, increased demand
for all types of rental housing has
been driving up prices across the
U.S. A separate study by the website
Zumper found that rents for a one-
bedroom unit in San Francisco now
average $3,620, up 13.1 percent year
over year. That made San Francisco
the highest priced rental market in
the U.S., according to the study, out-
pacing even New York City. San Jose
and Oakland weren’t too far behind
in that study, ranking as the fourth
and sixth most expensive rental mar-
ket in the U.S. with one-bedroom
units averaging $2,270 and $2,080
a month, respectively. Looking for
a two-bedroom rental in San Fran-
cisco? Be prepared to shell out an
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astounding $5,000 each month.

By comparison, the median sale price
for a Bay Area home so far this year
is up 9 percent. So while there’s no
denying that real estate values are go-
ing up in the Bay Area, from where
I sit buying a home still looks like a
very good value when compared to
the cost renting!

Below is a market-by-market report:
North Bay: Sellers still have high
price expectations and as a result
agents are seeing very few multiple
offers and properties are sitting on
the market longer than the summer
months. More agents are taking offers
“as they come” and not on a particu-
lar date. “Days On The Market” in
Northern Marin area is still less than
this time last year, and likely due to
lack of inventory. Currently, buyers
appear to be taking a break and not
jumping the moment new inventory
appears. The market is still strong for
buyers and sellers, but more inven-
tory is still needed and continues to
be the biggest challenge in the North-
ern Marin market. The sales activ-
ity appears to be in the pre-holiday
slowdown, however good properties
are still selling fairly quickly. If a
seller needs to sell now is the time
to get their home on the market. A
general slow-down in the market is
occurring as buyers become more
focused on value and quality of list-
ings and sellers are slow to adjust
from a hot market. A home that
has any major flaw is being looked
at critically now whereas it would
not have been six months ago. The
market has moved to house specific
from area specific. We have seen 3
offers on one home and none on the
other and they are similar homes in
the same neighborhood.

The Southern Marin market overall
has slowed down both for listings
and pending sales. The luxury Pre-
views market remains steady with
18% of homes over $3 million under
contract and 10% of homes over $5
million under contract.

San Francisco: There are fewer offers,
closings closer to asking prices, more
price reductions, and longer days on
market. It’s not uniform across all
price points, but generally the higher
the price the bigger the slowdown in
the last 4-5 weeks. As we approach
the holidays, there’s a definite shift
in the market. Inventory levels are
rising, price reductions are more
common, and offer dates come and
go without a deal. We’ve even seen
the phenomenon where a property re-
ceives no offers on an offer date, only
to receive multiple over-asking offers
a couple weeks later. Of course, the
well-priced “shiny penny” proper-
ties are always in demand, and re-
ceive multiple offers. Serious buyers
should take advantage of the shifting
landscape to step up and purchase a
home now against less competition.

SF Peninsula: The Burlingame area
is experiencing a slight increase in
market activity from the previous
week. The Previews luxury market is
steady to slightly increasing. Across
the hills in Half Moon Bay, inventory
remains in short supply. Open hous-
es continue to be strong. There are
plenty of buyers out there, however
sales are slower. Multiple offers are
less plentiful and often 2 or 3 will be
under list and maybe one over. The
market is still out of balance with
more buyers than sellers. Confidence
level among buyers is back up after
the resurgence of the U.S. and Chi-
nese equity markets. This is a very
unpredictable market. There still is
definitely a lack of inventory. Sell-
ers are beginning to realize that there
is a change in the market and many
are anxious to market their properties
ASAP. It’s a challenging time for all.
East Bay: The Lamorinda market is
experiencing a cyclical slowdown
due to the upcoming holiday season.
However, aggressively priced list-
ings continue to see multiple offers
as overall listing inventory decreases.
Silicon Valley: Unfortunately inven-
tory continues to drop. In the Los
Gatos area, there has been a strong
resurgence of buyer activity from
buyer’s trying to complete their
purchases prior to the year’s end.
It seems that the holiday slowdown
has begun. Prices have remained
strong even though units sold are
down. Almaden is down 18 units
compared to last month but the av-
erage sales price is flat. Blossom
Valley closed 13 fewer units and
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prices were only down 4.5% while
Cambrian closed eight fewer units
and prices remained flat. Inventory
remains low and buyers remain cau-
tious but are educated and when a
home comes to market priced well
buyers won’t delay in making an of-
fer. Most homes are staying on the
market for a couple weeks before
offers. Average days on market is
closer to 45-60 days on market. Wil-
low Glen continues to see active list-
ing inventory decline. The market
was down to 50 units, however there
were nine new listings that came
on the market this past week. The
pending holiday season is not slow-
ing down sales activity; we just need
more inventory. Buyer demand is
still strong, open house traffic even
on rainy days continues to be heavy.
We continue to experience multiple
offers well over asking price for
most properties.

South County: Listings are down as
are the number of sales. Demand,
however, remains relatively high.
Sellers, on the other hand, are show-
ing some reluctance in actually list-
ing their homes, with some indicat-
ing that they will wait until after the
arrival of the new year. In the mean-
time, interest rates remain attractive
and there are buyers who want to
buy, but choices remain limited.
Santa Cruz County: Santa Cruz
County is currently the 12th hottest
market in the nation. Competition is
fierce between sellers to get the high-
est best price for their property while
not staying active on the market too
long and becoming shop worn. The
condo and townhouse market is red
hot as some buyers have been priced
out of single family residences as
many of Santa Cruz County’s home
prices have soared to heights we
haven’t seen since the peak of the
market back in 2007. The inventory
of homes for sale in the Previews
Market has decreased by 15 list-
ings from this time last month. Sales
have remained strong for this time
of year and average days on mar-
ket is actually 10 days less than last
month, at 54 days.

Monterey Peninsula: November has
started out with a bang, with a few
significant properties in escrow in the
last two weeks. The “months of inven-
tory” is at an all-time low since Janu-
ary 2013 with just under 3 months of
inventory available.

Source: Coldwell Banker
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Real Estate Market
and Inventory Updates

The number of homes on the market
remained in short supply across North-
ern California as the fourth quarter
kicked off, with the months’ supply
of inventory (MSI) dropping from
September in each of Pacific Union’s
Bay Area regions except for Napa and
Contra Costa counties. Meanwhile, the
median sales price hit a one-year high
in Marin and Napa counties.

EAST BAY: After softening a bit in
August and September, the median
sales price in our East Bay region
rebounded in October to $918.450.
The number of homes on the market
headed in the opposite direction, with
the MSI falling to 1.1.

Homes sold in a brisk 18 days,
and sellers continued to enjoy the
hefty premiums they have received
throughout most of 2015, with the
average home fetching nearly 115
percent of its original price.

MARIN COUNTY: Marin County‘s
median sales price has been above $1
million since March and hit a yearly
peak in October at $1,222,500. The
average home sold for 98.3 percent
of asking price, nearly identical to
numbers recorded one year ago.
After seeing a solid increase in Sep-
tember, the MSI fell to 1.6, while the
pace of sales picked up, with the av-
erage home selling in 48 days.
SANFRANCISCO-SINGLE-FAMILY
HOMES: The pace of single-family
home sales in San Francisco has
been remarkably consistent since the
early summer, and in October, prop-
erties sold in an average of 28 days,
one day faster than in September. The
median sales price was up on both an
annual and monthly basis, finishing
the month at $1,295,000.
Competition for homes in the city
remains intense, with the average

single-family home selling for 110.4
percent of original price and the MSI
falling to 1.5.
SANFRANCISCO-CONDOMINIUMS:
It has taken more than $1 million to
buy a San Francisco condominium
for most of this year, and that pattern
held fast in October, with the median
sales price at $1,111,500. Sellers
took home an average of 108.4 per-
cent of asking price, a bit less than
in September. As with single-family
homes, the MSI for San Francisco
condominiums dropped from the pre-
vious month to end October at 1.9.
Properties sold in an average of 27
days, in line with what we observed
earlier in the summer.

SILICON VALLEY: After climbing
above $3 million in September, the
median sales price in Silicon Valley
relaxed to $2.75 million in October,
although it remains by far Pacific
Union’s most expensive region. On
average, sellers received 104.2 per-
cent of original price, similar to
levels recorded in the two preced-
ing months. Homes sold in a speedy
19 days, the fastest since the spring,
and the MSI decreased month over
month to 1.8.

Mid-Peninsula Subregion With an
MSI of 1.1, the Mid-Peninsula is tied
with our East Bay region for few-
est available homes for sales. At the
same time, the pace of sales slowed
substantially from September, with
the average home selling in 33 days.
The median sales price finished Oc-
tober at $1.51 million, with the aver-
age home selling for 101.8 percent of
original price.

The median sales price finished Oc-
tober at $1.51 million, with the aver-
age home selling for 101.8 percent of
original price.

The beauty of a woman must be seen from in her eyes
because that is the doorway to her heart, the place where|

love resides. Audrey Hepburn
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Some of the Most Beautiful
Natural Wonders in Iran

Mount Damavand
66 kilometres northeast of Tehran,
at a height of 5,610m, Mount Dama-
vand is the highest mountain in the

Middle East, and a worthy challenge
for any accomplished mountaineer.
Visible from Tehran on a clear day,
the mountain is snow-capped all
year round, and features prominent-
ly in Persian folklore and literature.
Located in the Alborz Mountain
range, reaching Damavand’s peak
will take the best part of two days
— and earn you the eternal respect of
any Iranians in your life. The climb-
ing season is June-September.
Torkaman Sahra

The Turkmen Plains, or the Torka-
man Sahra, lie in Iran’s north eastern
region, bordering Turkmenistan and
the Caspian Sea. The seemingly in-

terminable rolling green hills remain
virtually untouched and tricky to ac-
cess without your own car — but the
views are simply spectacular. One
focal point to head to is the Khaled
Nabi cemetery, notable for its phal-
lic tombstones. Also nearby is the
famous 11th century tower structure
Gonbad-¢ Qabus, memorialised in
the west in Robert Byron’s travel-
ogue The Road to Oxiana.

Dasht-e Lut
The Dasht-e Lut (Lut Desert) is one
of Iran’s two great deserts, covering

an area of over 50,000 square kilo-
metres in the central eastern part of
the country. Reportedly laying claim

to the hottest land surface tempera-
tures ever recorded — an astonish-
ing 70.7 degrees — it is not an ideal
location for an afternoon picnic.
Nevertheless, the weather-beaten,
moonscapes of the desert make an
unforgettable venue for night-time
camping beneath the stars, and the
views at dawn are mesmerising.
Tour guides will take you from the
city of Kerman for a reasonable fee.
Be sure to check out the mysterious
kaluts too — the famed giant rock
formations of the desert.

Salt Plains, Dasht-e Kavir
The Dasht-e Kavir, or Kavir-e Na-
mak (the Great Salt Desert), is Iran’s
other massive desert, located in the

centre of the Iranian plateau, north-
west of Esfahan and Yazd. Harsh,
barren, and unfathomably hot, you
won’t want to wander the expanse
aimlessly or unaccompanied, but it
remains an impressive sight to be-
hold. The Namak (Salt) Lake, 100
kilometres from Qom, is the most
tourist friendly feature of the desert,
the magnificent, white vastness of
which will give the salt flats of Bo-
livia a run for their money.
Maranjab Desert

A two-hour drive from the city of
Kashan in Esfahan province, the
Maranjab desert boasts some of the
sandiest dunes in the country. Whilst
most of Iran’s deserts are salt, rocky,
or scrubland, Maranjab caters to more
stereotypical desert fantasies. You can
combine a tour with a visit to the Na-
mak Lake, not far from here, with the
option to rest your head in the remains
of a 16th century caravanserai (be pre-
pared for very basic facilities).

Continued on Page 57
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Guards Turns Blind Eye
to Attack On Political Prisoners

An unnamed prisoner attacked at
knifepoint political prisoners Dr.
Saeed Madani and journalist Saeed
Razavi Faghih, at Rajaei Shahr
Prison, in Karaj, near to Tehran, on

November 28. The attacker, who has
a history of violence, claims the in-
mates owe him money. Both are cur-
rently recovering from their injuries.
“At noon on, a security prisoner
who’d been carrying a knife in a
threatening manner ever since the
night before attacked Saeed Razavi
Faghih and injured him,” an in-
formed source tells IranWire. “Dr.
Saeed Madani, a professor of so-
ciology, who was standing nearby,
tried to calm the attacker down and
remove the knife from his hand but
in the struggle that followed, Dr
Madani was himself also injured on
his forehead, eyebrows and face.”
The source, who wants to remain
anonymous, adds, “The attacker con-
fessed that the assault was planned the
night before. The majority of prison-
ers in the political ward are of the be-
lief that the attack was either planned
by prison officials or that at the very
least they gave it the green light.”
The person responsible for the at-
tack sleeps in Room 12 of the se-
curity ward and has a history of
violence in the prison.

“The previous night he had threatened
to kill if he didn’t get the money he
was asking for,” the source explains.
“Nobody knows what the money in
question is about but the Green Move-
ment prisoners at Rajaei Shahr believe
it’s extortion-based. The attacker has
previously seized by force another
prisoner’s refrigerator.”

A prisoner at Rajaei Shahr prison
who knows Dr. Madani and Mr.
Razavi Faghih well says that if the
attacker had needed money or had
asked for any personal belongings,
both men would have handed them
over immediately and so there was
no need for violence.

“Extortion is a common everyday
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event in the wards of ordinary pris-
oners. Either the ward representa-
tive does it himself or gangs in the
prison do it to gain power or to keep
power,” the prisoner says. “Some-
times drug gangs that are
active in prison engage
Min extortion but this sel-
~ dom happens in security
| |wards and among politi-
¥ cal prisoners.”

fSaced Madani told his
P cellmates that he inter-
vened because he was
afraid for Saeed Razavi Faghih’s life
and wanted to save him.

“The attacker had an anti-reformist
friend working behind the scenes, a
person who also has a record of phys-
ical violence against reform-minded
inmates,” the prisoner says. “On Sat-
urday, this person brought a blade to
help the aggressor. I wasn’t present
at the scene but, according to eye-
witnesses, many profanities were ut-
tered. What’s more, the attacker said
he’d continue to take their belong-
ings, and might even kill them, until
the day he gets his money and he did
that in front of other prisoners.”
It is widely thought among inmates
at Rajaei Shahr Prison that prison of-
ficials allow these attacks to happen
so that life for political prisoners is
even more difficult.

Prison officials turn a blind eye
“The warden and prison guards didn’t
do anything to prevent or stop this
happening,” the prisoner says. “The
recent assault took place right before
the guards’ very eyes. Even if prison
officials aren’t guilty of instigating
the attack, they’re definitely guilty of
utter neglect and passivity in defend-
ing the safety of victims.” In protest of
this, five prisoners of conscience went
on hunger strike for several hours fol-
lowing the assault. The inmates are
demanding that the incident be inves-
tigated and that the man responsible be
transferred out of the ward.

A second prisoner who spoke to
the attacker about the incident says,
“The attacker feels justified in get-
ting his money this way and says
that he’s confident that the guards
won’t stand in his way.”

Not long before the attack, the man
responsible threatened another pris-
oner and told him to stay away from
reform-minded political prisoners.

T
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Both the attacker and his accomplice
have boasted repeatedly about vio-
lent acts they have committed against
reformists and strongly voiced their
disdain and disregard for former re-
formist President Khatami and the
Green movement.

Iranian press has reported that the
head of Rajaei Shahr Prison in-
formed his deputy to tell the pris-
oners on hunger strike to wait un-
til he returns to solve the problem.
The Deputy Prosecutor for Security
Prisoner Affairs is also scheduled to
visit the prison.

Violence is a part of everyday life in
the wards of ordinary prisoners, some-
thing that tends to end with prison
guards beating prisoners. News of
these clashes rarely make their way
out of prison and it is rarer still for the
media to report them. The Rajaei Shahr
prison clinic treats prisoners with seri-
ous wounds on a near-daily basis.
“Drugs are easily available inside
the prison and most prisoners use
them every day, which increases
the number of clashes,” says an-
other Rajaei Shahr prisoner. “This
is because using psychedelic drugs
leads to mental disorders and ag-

gravates tensions.”
] l

-
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The only thing that prisoners are tru-
ly afraid of in the prison is Moham-
mad Mardani, the director of Rajaei
Shahr Prison. In the past, Mardani
was an interrogator for the authori-
ties, and he applies many of those
skills to managing the prison. The
Intelligence Ministry runs a separate
ward inside Rajaei Shahr where it
interrogates, threatens and tortures
political defendants and prisoners.
Prisoners call this ward the “Guards
Ward” because the Revolutionary
Guards controlled it in the past.

The majority of political prisoners
are kept in Ward 12. And, ever since
2014, prisoners accused of spying
are kept away from other prisoners in
Room 12. Equally, Salafist inmates,
who are accused of supporting Al-
Qaeda, are kept in Room 10.

The fate and treatment of Dr. Saeed
Madani and journalist Saeed Razavi
Faghih is testimony to the critical
situation prisoners of conscience
find themselves in while in jail; a
system that has no qualms about
throwing together political prisoners
of all types, be it Green Movement
activists, high-security prisoners,
“spies” and those accused of col-
laborating with Al Qaeda. It’s high
time things changed.
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ON CAROLINE |. NASSERI @“ wlone 9 obolas J!;Q
(800)525-6060 Accident & Personal Injury Attorney
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Tel:(408)298-1500 Fax:(408)278-0488

e-mail: CNASSETi62 @yahoo.com website: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112




