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Expertise You Need, Results You Can Count On!
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SOLD - Represented Buy
Brooke Acres, Los Gatos

er

SOLD - Represented Seller
Portola Valley

SOLD Represented Seller
Saratoga

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Burgoyne, Mountain View

SOLD - Represented Seller
Santa Clara

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Oak Drive, Menlo Park

Shawn Ansari, Realtor
MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES, SFR, Probate

(408) 529-4574

www.shawnansari.com  Shawn.Ansari@Compass.com

DRE: 01088988
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All materials presented

herein is intended for information purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but not verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without C @ M P A S s
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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(N CAROLINE |. NASSERI @.}4 wloweo 9 al.sal.ai ,Jg;g
(408)298-1500 Accident & Personal Injury Attorney
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Caroline Nasseri
Attorney at Law
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Tel:(408)298-1500 Fax:(408)278-0488

e-mail: CNASSEri62 @yahoo.com website: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112
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Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that
has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.
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LOS GATOS MEMORIAL PARK
Los Garos &

MemoriaL Park

DARLING FISCHER FUNERAL HOMES
ILife, @ @ Imwe

We are one of the highest reviewed cemeteries in Bay Area, providing excellet service since 1889

Funeral Services +Immediate Need < Pre Planning + Burial Services +Cremation Services

The passing of a loved one is a tragedy that every family will experience.

By planning ahead, you help insure that someone you
love will not have to make these difficult decisions alone.

Prearranging freezes the cost at today’s prices < Payment plans are available
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2255 Los Gatos-Almaden Road, San Jose, CA 95124
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Shiva Moozoun
Attorney at Law

+IRS, BOE, FTB disputes +Business, Corporation, Nonprofit
Formation +Tax preparation for individuals & small businesses,
Trusts, Estates, Nonprofit +Will, Trust, Estate Planning, Probate
+Draft/ Review/Renew legal contracts + Personal Injury
+Immigration Services + Medical Malpractice

Cell: (415) 314-1003 + office: (800) 493-7065

651 W. Hamilton Ave, Suite 1000, Campbell, CA 95008
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800-261-1314

Payam Mark Shayani, ESQ
Accident Attorney

Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain
Slip & Fall, Work Injury
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(916) 442-9999 (408) 777-8867 (925) 777-0432

980 9th St., 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market 5t., Suite 200
Sacramento, CA 95814 San Jose, CA 95134 San Francisco. CA 24105
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,
Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &
Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.
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National Foot & Ankle Center
(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Chiropractic care is more than just making the pain disappear. It is about

learning, understanding & taking care of your body to improve your quality of life
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Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.
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+ Headache + Sciatica + Degenerative Disc + Rheumatism
+ Lower Back Pain + Shoulder & Knee Pain + Neck & Hand Pain

(408)244-7677

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara
www.chiropracticusaca.com

2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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(408) 247-4888

441 Saratoga Ave., San Jose, CA 95129
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Dr. Ali Esmaili DDS

+ General Dentistry + Dental Implant
(" /NoblePro Dental
1a: (408) 320-2849

info@nobleprodental.com

slow! Js 559

SIS Sl o) 712 § S puituid

Clinical Assistant Professor at University of the Pacific, San Francisco

Sl 3gw 9 013> 0alS =)= + Slais s Ciliasl 1) 4 050 (Sl
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2150 The Alameda San Jose, CA 95126

S oUW 38 90T g (yloyd 40 4 i JW Yo

s + Surgical Extractions & Bone Graft

Thursday & Saturday 9:00AM — 6:00 PM

Text: (408) 549-4840

www.nobleprodental.com
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Not licensed to practice law in any jurisdiction in the United States
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Buy, Sale Expert
& Appraisals
Trade-ins for Insurance

(408) 876-9495 By Appointment Only

3911 Stevens Creek Blvd, Suite 201, Santa Clara, CA 95051
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Monir Memarpuri, MBA
(510) 517-7385

m.memarpuri@gmail.com
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Islamic Burial:iccne provide burial services in accordance

to the Islamic laws.
Please contact the office for details (510-832-7600)

Marriage: Islamic marriage ceremony and
recitation of “Khutbeh Aghd" at ICCNC or via ZOOM.

ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted
by the Interest Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Washigton D.C.

Accepting Islam: iIccNC helps the individual
interested in giving”Shahada” and become a Muslim.

. 1433 Madison Street, Dakland, CA 94612 0 www.lccncorg G (510} 832-7600

Q info@iccnc.org o o facebook.com/ICCNCORG 0 Telegram: @iccnc
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Gand Opening
armony’s [Kloral & Giifts

Welcome to car Grand Opening,
whene we celebrate wew beginnings with elegance & style
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Speciallist SIS Occasion

Floral Arrangements for Weddings, Funerals, Corporate Parties & Events
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(408) 229-3113

405 Saratoga Ave., #50, San Jose, CA 95129



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 383 (DECEMBER 2023)

255 g0 go395 22d 4uiS O )5 S398 iz dhoz jl o yb fi20 p3 00 I i
2 VEL QLT IV 5 oxb S dlw 1F Olgz g IS pao oysor b (5395
JWis 4355 s95 4 (Sl i i O o b 1wl 2390 Cawgs il OLs| el
de2l> 45 Joz @95 0235 00 JUS 5 @093 00 004 (Siwlly g2l
dL»H‘glp),.g[ollw\f'Qon:_\._g,f@.ﬁ)gpljlwobnl,éuoiﬂ)w&»p
Sl s B 93 )1 9 21> 2ok a0l . AS S g 08) 02 L S
Casd S 03855 00 9) 09039 0231350 9) Uge2 )3 U3a395 1L NS )
SR (o3 pig0 I 9 JSIU S )SS &5 G V> Ok jpo o o) g0 9
oo 95 1 puy el pigey o> 20 B oSy ) 0 S 00 (g Suz9S
oS Ju3 S 5 il 05 Lo 0135 Sy i ity oS U o

3245 jo) 0l 43,8 5oL 1F+ 1 QLN @ Oliwls opl uSa933l gsb Ol g3
233 0Ll ) Jgaz slge 9 2xlhgy ) OLEGLO )50 9 puw 4202 jloi I
Cunro Sy Lo .2 3l 5L 9 951> 5130 1> 4od jl 92y 392 5L j Cuamozr)
4o Sl 9 Vb @b 8 g, i3, &S P33 9 (e S (5% 99300 0239
25 85 Gl Jho Sy ol 555 392 o b 9Tl B 5 Sk (6130 03liny]
69238l 9 28 Oy e 4 45 b puw 322 9 LBl ol GalaCaws gl 9 5595
o309l 3L 4 )b R ) e e

)u,fu.o Wl 8393 310 Jho Gial g 5 Gase 350 O il 2 slajgy Jl 9l
N 6297 Lhnod JoSy (pl 695 (o 429 09093 ) 23195 02392 3] 2 Yoo
LUiod )11 je ol po jl 322 @ 9 109) (e 934 9 3L U &S p) (g0 9 2 49>
0o B9 ghadle Jsl sl jg) T 9l 9 paige 033 o |z S 0 8L ol
o o) dowi 3d) )z 45 S 0 3 p395 41 Yo 3,5 (00 4 )5 300 9
el @532 @iS g0 Ju> T el 45 e PSS 9391 b @ity G0 )US 0285 |2
9 Cd) Yo 03 6097 SU 6 Cand oy Lhnod LSS Clae h)ole 4o
S5 g3l 9 p 93 JR3lgils 4 &S @S ol

Dew o) 9 i) S 5T slaby ole jo 8 Gole 9 b3 ol (ST
S 9y Jlaxis e )ly 12 390 STAl 2 9 YReZ9z 2 Wined
Crg_)gunS)wL:J.i‘-l,),{)ﬁikuﬁaﬂJquﬁlQ;éﬁch.ﬂwiloSO')i_p
By b Cawgd 45 sizd (Sox opdsl Bppl 3,8 o0 @9'9*9)@‘5»)9
Slpd b VE ) ol s & sl 1V Olgzg 253 039700 0 4 rgalio 056
395 Ol gel’s El )3 9 L) LS 4 (590 9 pw 4 (Skel slag oo ol
Sl caws i

)Tl 37 g S5 Lo ey Ol jl 201 13255 0 91 paliisn clgTh | yiiangs
923 S0 358 )S8 103y yohzy il 3929 Yol JBS1 45 b (6)9b Sy o 3kl
.Jbl::.»,)62.2.3.lo..\.‘Ibuf,.‘i.s‘oafae,l)lsih’;deUagm,lawd)oU
s9bz 0393505 390 Jb Sy IG3) T Sl i o0 s 4y 4 placdy S
)T 4 (s Goony 03135 e 9) Lo il Qls> o5 Jiolgls o> 45 i
Lopl Jl 23 €S 595 CuiS 0 Lol le)s 5 ovlr JL S e dly
€395 ysbopl € Jl>)s 38

O 5l S5l 9 BSad I dod 5 sbolen 390 SiUUS )T 3365 00 19T
399 U9 pamano ) b)l._o,:' rle J.v S» UwSJaua U‘U) 39) p JobOled sM)fu.o
Sl 2395 9) 41,5 45 j9) Sy 38y o0 12 9l el dhol> s 9 0loaw 40,5 4 45
Lol 13,835 )5 5 pnn plo )T 392 g0 ) JiubgS JUS 392 025 Lblges
35 a3 2l S5 ol degl 40,8 5138 S G 9 4z 4T 3z A S
390 O S Gale (S yslo P;’Afuod@@,&tu&bf o3l o) Ghlae 9
0 i ) lbe s 038 0 Caznd Byl b coa 30350 51405 Sl prno 93 9

1s)

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

S, &5 K29 g
13108 guv S w1y 895
Bl Laows = (63 )58 04 p0

225 30 )30) 358 05 Ve Sl Gl VE ) (5 pmolpao ol el O 3 xS Olio
0 9 pi0 ] 3 45 Silgz 95 033915 bine)Tr O3 42iS jl a2y 2390 (Jw VA
5 giiliwgd (;>9) 3 J> I 2l ) Sl Ol 9 ) LS 4 (S 9Si j b
) 395 Oliwgs 45 S1539S S gm piSlid Canown) 4 2b o JS15 st
S b Gl slosd 4315 5y jioS £9u090 Nilo3ls Caws jl seloizl s iz )5
O35S G Jlod cdio b 30l puitundis BASLOL jI (B 0 Oliwgs Cuzo
L8 sl (549 &|)4SGJ[J|,>,)LJ4J,§.?4SUJ| a)b))lotslbumn).ab)u
) ) Cawl 2313 Fewly oS
wj’lwl G | pua&ab«l.h)» fJbgLf 1 U‘“‘°L' l.qulua G:l.q,ut_inlu)lw
B9 p31 8els 593500 13955 o Gl pe Gl b 9 3 g0 90 |y il
o ) UJM P9 USJJL! 4 by )lg.ﬂ D pa0 50 w9

Ol el )3 43l ol> dle 1 7 Olgzgi i35 9 03] jJuclowl Lo jlwr Cawgs )
Sk 4 b gl 395 1) pails g Loyl il 4T 2.z )3 VE e ) g ppi Ve
S obyny 9 Lbgige oKL JUS S 3 € Hladiby b ul wl3S
Lol 233jig0 )2 9l JIB sl 2)b)s Ghitawgs V> 5,8 g0 piitio Ogaigy )
I 2B g 5 Canly 0 & 20z (GBI I adisoi S 397 p9)T dlod
Liod Y5l 392 5395 b 03,5 g J1> > LSy b 2399103 pw 3>
2)b)3 Wio 45 o1 (2 LB9 Oged .3 505 D)= 3bj o> ol wubls (S (gl sz
Pl 9 G 0 A (olid Mol .03 )5 (50 T dod 035 50 Cuanad (£ 940 90
s § 3 830 p3T sl 5 1012 i3 1S g0 g polo L9 A L350
399 b))s ul:w| 9) u“-“') Lu;lm )liﬂ Lol «!OSJ 41::: uul).! )MUT

S GLOLS jI b 4w 2 13998 50 4,5 b 9 383400 058 1) S2ilas 0T by,
S 0 )li e ol e Colol OLS 289 .Pipé)f)g U 9 pigS g0 03l
@z 9 Ol Cowd JUS (S U 5y GhladdgS (S5 b 42)5 FO I iy
Uy o 031515 1 30133 ob 5l .03 IS 4 GEUS 4y b oI 393 goi 14l
31395 90 goa3y 391 g el S5 U3 e Ly pw3 3 plg3 i 135 o O >
2l b 2l ea )b Olyzg 555 4 Olgie 4 (6oL o b g 392 0515 Cows
09l ol (2d g0 0 g3 4 4w 20 jl dod 34 )SB . 3uliS g0 93 4 9) Ghlow
Sy 4Bl b 3le JUS el 50 Ol jlow 4 392 ygam0 oy 30 Gl b 25
Sl gulbdat 9 3,15 Ghiwsd oS u.ﬂfuc UP39> bl pume oo
g giz 8395 (12 Lot 3)S g0 (2 (o S| (S (00

2S5 ) 1333 g0 395 (S35 41,285 o it ) Lyl e p 2 538 L)
a3 sl Vo Lgls 9 S 95 adS a8 b dw)de ps I 0S5
S 4T 4 b (S Sl 0390 (Bl ol S G ki o)l ' @l p 0 L
To2idpos 405 o Tz i o5 00 p295 b Jhed 45 o0 pldlisms 555 S
woien L2091 9 p 2 P10 g 45 Al (yaed (S0 Lo il T 00 0y
1S5 4o O3l Oga0 02| puS Ao Sy . Camlomigl Bl @S yguas g5 g0

S SBBIS) 13 PLEols 2lg5 o5 JSa3 45 295 50 29> S S I by
P55 b B oIS U5 pigiigel pb GRigtls | > 503 5) eribyse pa b
Ll o5t 3455 SO 2ls p3)S (0 S 9) plabSlo sidigo IS oS (o0 S5
Qod (udil> w9))‘““"uJ‘“’I°"‘“l5‘° 9 ule> ublf D15 s ) 43 34593 503
90 JiulsS Jlsd (0) 505 dod &S i 9 £ 12 9) (2D P> Sy LS 00
02319 PYsh DS Gl 3z (xS @igs s0i (o 6 39 (2> (p2>
USon )35 42 45 pl S5 jl 3088 (2 5T sladhind Oyl pig3geir ) dlox
Cawgd Cadlas gol) (S35j 398 Jhis> cpl pidioo G995 bl d20dS 3)5
351385 .3 Lol 0 il 9 LS 35 Cuisls

S Yo Sy o 1EF QLT 1P idilgsn ) Camlyd oo €5 Gls2 95 copumo
VRsge b iz 4 (> (g0 9 L L (pl 6P S o S RAS 903l
So 0y )yl el dgi g0 & f" lJ> ,i: P .fhu).p' Sl
420z Lo I (S sl Olzsh jl Gl 15 Olszss S ol
238z 9395 08 olusl (63002 Slolio Cam 4 b3S Yo 45 GBS (puigs



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 383 (DECEMBER 2023)
(050 : 34D O aled uw 32 9 A5
(The Exorcist: Believer)

025 093295 201,518

~ 9= J5 iz~ Jigl syl - Oguz Lo = ygwigz 39l shuad 01,5 L
o 32 ol = 3913 O = uiige

e (§97im> 4 SwS (Sl 3wl 3j S395 SOy 0kl 4ol
S s S amnldils galiteo Ol 5 45 3950

Jod 4 i )6 BT i 5l (S5 1AV Jlo Jgamo S 20 0lid 25
Olsiedle Clel € okd 13900
Ol SBUS L diadiee b 4
390l 4 U o 4Bl Sliaw i old
wole gisuplell ol (pl ol
s 3 Cdisg YU I o)l
OlialsSza & oy S
2 PAVE s 4 45T 4 siianilyss
g s U ol Cuwd dgr wdb s
T 2% :w 5 dlos by S Jl

o 1S 52 0 whd 51 (5] dino ol 038 piitio @lid ! 51

40‘51)[‘9 c”lg J:L,.'i)l L5|)'.’ >)ﬁ§t>‘° Io.mw &S Sl 6|4.geg)&’$) b)ly) Iold Obiwls
s @ Lol s plowil JSuix &S5 5 1) o2 Jlasl Yol o bl wllS od ol o 4
g oo Iy OLiially huwgi a5 Jloj 9 digdh g0 b JFae (sl i yasinl

e Mlo2d 83> 45 39 0 jasiie
9 2o Sl 9 03,8 4, So 1) Olaladl jl sMegero ofo xS
0T wio )3 b dlis 33 jign 05 1 AVI Jlus duni Jolie 3 (sl 33k

S

)..\.’“)L;.gu.‘»alb)ﬁwgl))lé
«bowT Olonsd» gds
«Slgpaz o5 lad o g b

Aseman Services

e

Sl py Boii> by

JS930 9 5o v/

(o (232715 (510 coloxiol 0932) 1S T Canss 351 V/

Cl,.))l, 2lgils b jl o8 Ua)f <8l s v

g 0,15 (6l p )9 oabiss 9 4 2> pabiss v/

350U (slu9 351V

S 130 9 Skl 4oz 5 v

(o1 9 460,35 39255 4LllS'g) @lio CBli> 183 4 by o gl v/

Not a Law Office

(408)269-7283

Lida.asemangervices@gmail.com
(777 Hamilton Ave., Suite 2350, San Jose, CA 95125
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The sandwiches are deliciously authentic!

* Breakfast & Brunch
* Omelettes

* Sandwiches
* Salads

* Coffee & Tea
* Fresh Juices

* Dessert
* Milkshakes

P *

(408) 666-1

3275 Stevens Creek Blvd. San Jose, CA 95117

Order online with DOORDASH

fes

> AL
29 Mondays -Sundays 8:00am - 8:00pm

www.yeganehbakery.com
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With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

+ Personal Injury

+ Business Litigation
+ Employment Law
+ Criminal Defense
+ Insurance Dispute

Tel: (818) 500-4Il
Fax: (818) 500-4144

333 E. Glenoaks Blvd. #202
Glendale, CA 91207

Free Consultation

Ali Moghaddami
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Tel: (408) 332-5885
Cel: (408) 643-1739

[l N. Market St. #30
San Joge, CA 95113
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Payam Mark Shayani, eso

Accident Attorney

800-261-1314

Lyft & Uber &loslas JuSo

Lyft & Uber Accident Attorney

OEsLas 085953 sl5n 1+ 51 Gl dy (Sasany 43325
Cubdgo 299 L Syl 438 Hodes braw C8lys

(916) 442-9999
980 9th St., 16th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

(408) 777-8867
2880 Zanker Rd., Suite 203
San Jose, CA 95134

(925) 777-0432
425 Market St., Suite 200
San Francisco, CA 94105
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20% off any order Whether you love a look that’s Elegant & Natural, Chic & Modern,
R s or Rustic & Organic, our Designs are tailored to fit your style

rel: (408) 252-3560 + Fax (408) 252-5788

— L
Birthday Anniversary Funeral Any Occasion

w)é sls 9 U"’S)ﬁ
Lo Jjlie 50 0LS

. . . . . Hours:
@cupert t.com % www.cupert t.
Same Day info@cupertinoflorist.com % www.cupertinoflorist.com 9am - 7pm
L) 7280 Coronado Drive, San Jose, CA 95129 7 Days a week
MINDFUL YOGA!
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+ Chair Yoga + Hatha Yoga + Vinyasa Yuga

it o a5 51 o
903 S I Pl LSl ¢ S5 595 03 Vb # (29, 9 o Cuaridg Jgud ¢ O3 b ige bLI)l g Sl ¢
ro plod Sl (23ls 9 (ol # 79 9 )SE O Sinlon + LSl o ol +

lwled Juolo (wled (oo b b MS 3590 58 fidew OLMbI (s

(408) 802-8882 http://mindfulyogagroup.com
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

TIRE )
.. "
¥

Firestone

2
NUNIROALEN -

FOR IFTATIERNS FO# FARLEE

RIDGESTONE

GOODSYEAR

7 KUMHO
TIRES

g

"5

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

Established in 1996

(408) 738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
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Posh Hair Lounge

I S ppito b gl uad s call 5>

+ Haircut & Styling
4+ Hair Coloring

+ Hair Treatments
+ Makeup Services
+ Eyebrow Services
+ Men’s Grooming
+ Bridal & Special Occasion Packages

03060 VL] G 52 5 545 1 o2la2) 10 sanss s 31 ol s pae Lo
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ROYA FOUNDA ION .
Internatmnal Alliagge to A 5|5t Children
#resﬁq{s -

W 6TH ANNUAL BENEFIT GALA"

ROYA

il BLACK & WHITE DINNER BALLF

MARYAM )

- D'KHOSTAVAN & AMIR KHG‘S&R@N |

HELP US BUILD THE SECOND CHILDREN'S
BONE MARROW MEDICAL CENTER
Tickets: Early bird $150, After Dec 10th - $175
Available at eventbrite.com | 50% of tickets are tax deductible

AMIR FARANAK FARIMA BERENJI PANTEA
ETEMADZADEH SHAHROOZI and the Simorgh Dance IZADI LOTFI

Collective Master of Ceremany

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 2023 | 5PM - 10PM

‘ San Ramon Golf Club, Water by Wedgewood
Q430 Fircrest In, San Ramon CA 94583

\
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cf. Comte de Gobineau, Les Religions et Les Philosophy dans
L’Asie Centrale 1957, pp, 124-125

See: Abdul-Hadi Hairi, Shi’sm&Constitutionalism in Iran, -5
Leiden, E.J. Brill, 1977. pp. 44-45
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Marzieh Gail, Persians and Victorians, London 1951
Nile Green, Persians and Victorians, London 1951
What Six Muslim Students Learned in Jane Austen’s London, Princ-
eton University Press, 2015
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The Adventure of Hajji Baba in England, London, 1828, p.viii
3- A Second, Journey Through Persia, James Morier, London, 1818, p. 23
4- J. Morier, Mirza, London 1841, vol. III, p. 308
5- Ibid, vol, iii. p. 38
6- Hasan Javadi, Persian Literary Influence on English Literature, Maz-
da, Costa Mesa, 2005, pp. 131 -132
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9- E. G. Browne’s Introduction to Adventures of Jajji Baba of Ispahan, Chicago 1895, p.xii
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romans de Sir Walter Scott...August Jean Baptist De Fauconpert, Paris, 1824
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Interview with
Noora Niasari,
director of “Shayda”

Jamileh Davoudi

Shayda is a film about a brave Iranian mother, who finds refuge
in an Australian women’s shelter with her six-year-old daughter.
It won the Sundance audience award and is the entry from Aus-
tralia for Best International Film for the 2024 Oscars. It stars Zar
Amir Ebrahimi as Shayda and Selina Zahednia as her daughter,

Mona. The film will open coun-
try-wide in January, 2024. I am
very pleased that the director
Noora Niasari, who has turned
her own childhood story into a
powerful portrayal of courage
and community, has accepted my
invitation for an interview with
“Pezhvak of Persia”.

You started studying architecture
first. What made you decide to change to Cinema and film making?
I was only 17 when I went to Architecture school. In the 3rd year
of my studies, I won a scholarship to do a short film workshop
in Cardiff, Wales as part of the British Consul program. That’s
when I made my first film and fell in love with storytelling. I
caught the bug so to speak and haven’t stopped since I was 19.
You began your film career making documentaries. Talk about
your transition to making your first feature film.

I traveled the world making documentaries in Wales, Lebanon,
and Chile. I was in love with documentaries and still am. After
a few years I went to film school and completed my Master’s
degree in narrative filmmaking where I was writing and direct-
ing narrative short films. It spoke more to my qualities, work-
ing with actors and writing scripts. In documentaries there is
a lot of uncertainty. I struggled with not knowing if the people
would show up and whether things would play out the way an-
ticipated. I love the possibility of fiction, of creating worlds. So,
that has been my focus for a while.

Shayda is based on your childhood and your Mom’s story. It
must have been therapeutic for you. Can you talk about your
experiences in making the film?

The film is inspired by my mother and my experience as I was
5 years old and we went living in the women’s shelter. I have
very fractured memories. I asked my Mom to write a memoir
and I was helping her with what areas to focus on. Writing the
memoir was the therapeutic part for her because it tracked 10
years of her life. I told her to just focus on the women’s shelter
part but she needed to put it all down on paper. Then I trans-
lated it and it was 50,000 words that was the base for the first
draft. Over the 3 years I was working on the screenplay, it took
on all these other lives in a sense of finding the cinematic poten-
tial and what was best for the film rather than reflecting accu-
rately and exactly what we went through. As a filmmaker, the

Noora Niasari
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most important thing is what is emotionally true rather than
factually true. So, the film is emotionally autobiographical al-
though there are so many fictional elements as well to make
it into a movie. But, it was very challenging. I didn’t antici-
pate the psychological emotional toll of the process. I was doing
therapy when I was writ- [
ing the scripts. On the set
I had two roles. One part
of me was being a leader, a §
director working with a 40
person crew and of course
it was stressful directing
my first feature film. The
other part of me was get-
ting triggered because the performances were so good and real.
So, I had to take a lot of time to compose myself.

About the script, I noticed that it was very balanced. It was
both dark and hopeful. How much of it is based on you and
your Mother’s memory? And, how much of it is based on the
colors you wanted to add to the story?

I never wanted the film to be steeped in the victimhood sce-
nario. I wanted it to be about female empowerment, about
the strength of the women surviving these situations. So, the
balance of light and dark was always there from script stage
through the edit even down to some of the dance scenes. I want-
ed them to play out as much as possible just to capture that
joy and color. As Iranians, no matter what the situation and
darkness we are in, we go back to poetry, to the delicious food,
the music and the dance. That’s all survival and I really grew
up with that and wanted to reflect that in the film and give that
ultimate sense of hope to the story.

What was the process of casting? And, how difficult or strange
was it to look for someone to play your childhood and your
mother’s roles?

At some point, I was like these are characters playing a fictional
movie obviously inspired by us. Instinctually I would be like
that doesn’t feel right because I lived that experience. As soon
as I saw Zar’s casting tape, I knew she was Shayda because she
has this duality of strength and vulnerability and she brought
so many of her own experiences to the role. She is able to ex-
press so much with her eyes. Similarly, Selina walked into the
audition room with so much sass and confidence and she acted
so well in any given situation.

I know you are very busy touring and promoting Shayda. But,
have you decided on your next project?

Actually I was writing a film at the same time as Shayda called
Raya. It is the second in my trilogy about Iranian women. It is
an adaptation of the Iranian-American novel by Mahsa Rah-
mani Noble. It is set in France. It is a kind of Thelma and Lou-
ise story about two Iranian women in exile. It is a departure
from Shayda and will be produced by Gary Foster, (the same
producer as “Sleepless in Seattle”).

I look forward to seeing it. Thank you for your time.
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