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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

ion > Surface Laser

Varicose Veins: <>Sclerotherapy <> Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radio
ipheral Arterial Disease: $ Atherectomy { Angiopla
$ Uterine Fibroid Embolization { Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion

560 iy b gy (408) VNS0405

www.endovascularsurgery.com

105 Bascom Ave., Ste. 104, San Jose, CA

e2c, | Bay Area Colon & Rectal Surgeons

Dr. Negar M. Salehomoum

o) Sut'fo vDr.Samuel C. Oommen ¢Dr.Ran S.Kim ¢/Dr. Brian J. McGuinness
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We aim to provide the best care in the diagnosis & treatment of all colon & rectal conditions.

-.-—'-""-'—-
<>Rectal Bleeding <> Colon/Rectal Cancer <>Rectal Prolapse <> Diverticulitis <> Hemorrhoids™ |
<> Anal Abscess/Fistula <>Anal Fissure <> Anal Itch <>Fecal Incontinence <>Colonoscopy

<> Gallstones <>Hernias <> Inflammatory Bowel Disease <>Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery

(925) 274-9000 www.bacrs.com
290AWalnufEreek’, CAYISIS
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Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that
has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.
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Mohamad Harandi

FINE HOMES REALTY

Pl dzoly joumdd 9 oT J9bino
QB Ygpd 9 3a)d 9 e ply gel )3

Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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(408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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www.drnafei.com
Dgd (70 8y (o yd sl dog 251

Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
- up + Hiring & Training Instructors
+ Licensed & Bonded

5 8> 5 20 5 U5 husg? (S 1)) rjgeT
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, ppm

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

S Sl
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC
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93 9 0Ly 9 y®
e a3 51y 39 € ol Sy e €23
g0 g il 3 (UCLA) oS ol .6
(Hgcwy P ols Cod gas

+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com
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Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

POV g i 3T ) Cunyd 3L 5 AT ilgge o
loeled (5 g ple B8 d)lg 1, lods IWal 5 G ag)B 5 45 34l
Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties

LSSL Gb 5lend o b als oS cud prals cus jo b

419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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Cell:

+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

¢85 o iy

(408)234-5793
office: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

Your Trusted Advisor in

Real Estate & Mortgage

D] [[[E hamidr63@yahoo.com ¢ www.hamidreiisi.com

1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008

DRE#01326116+NMLS# 344666
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Take your pick from our affordable
selection of treatments & Skin Care products,
& we will take care of the rest.
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Payam I\M Shayani, ESQ
ol Aceident Attorney
Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

Fi916);42-9999 (408)777-8867  (925)T77-0432

980 9th 'Street, 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
Sacraméhto, CA 95814 San Jose; CA95134 San Francisco, CA 94105
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1290 Fulton Ave., #C. Sacramento, CA 95825
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Aqua Med Massage .59 «oub jlwbo

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408)712-3788
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1
San Jose, CA 95124

)ﬁ@ﬁﬁjﬂ@b;)@hi«ﬁ}sl

(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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San Ramon Valley, Tri Valley,
[-680 & Hwy 24 corridors

Emon Komeily / Realtor

% Stunning, Great Floor Plan,
Private, Blackhawk Country

i 4 Bedrooms, 4 Baths,

== 7 4350 +sqf,, Office, Spa,
: Pool & many more...
Offered at $1,749,988

To find your ideal home or to sell your home
at the highest market value, contact Emon

Mobile: (S 10)9 12-9292

ekomeily @gmail.com

CalBRE #01946899

Wedding and JeS
Entertainment Iy e R

Coordinator

DISCOVER11rUNIQUENESS

For B wedding of your dreams et Mictha blend music. dence and tradition into an urforgesiabls seent
Tea Sehsachu i Brod condull ek ¢ 00 £ o il riosha G nistha oo
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Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.
1 am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 H‘h_l_a

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070
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4+ New Custom Home + Bathroom
4+ Room Additions + Kitchen Remodel

Construction & Femodeling

IS ez 33l el LES dids
(BBl 03,5 6Ll 22 Oleile (iSle

www.alisconstruction.com

Let us Build your Coustom Dream Home

1011 S. De Anza Blvd. , Cupertlno CA

Ali’s

ploz 9 6155t T (S jlugs

(408)-898-6474

TOUCHFREEWAS

SPECIAL OFFER @
.COM

W hievercloss, Open24/7
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Accounting, Auditing & Tax Services
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1="Tax Planning
1="Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

1=°"Tax Problem Resolution

r=Responsive to Your Needs
i=Reliable Service ==Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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+ Asylum
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+ Deportation Defense
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Please e-mail your request at:
info@sara-law.com

+ Human Rights Based Immigration Matters

4+ Visas: Fiancé, Work, Tourist, Investment and Student
+ Abused Spouse Immigration Petitions

Sara M. Mostafavi
2000 Hearst Ave. Suite 401, Berkeley CA 94709
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Attorney at Law
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Samira Talmoud
DRE # 01436270

Cell: (408)

www.samiratalmoud.cbintouch.com 4 Samira.talmoud@cbnorcal.com

Coldwell Banker Residential Broker
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+Eyebrows $10 +Upper lip $5 +Chin $5
+Sideburns- cheeks $8 +Full face including eyebrows $25

408-800-9149 Jiigidhiis 555 gusit

(Fantasy Salon) 1514 Pollard Rd, Los Gatos, CA 95030
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

FOR IVEATTERNG FOF WAILFT-

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYEAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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NOROOZ

CULTURAL FESTIVAL
AND BAZAAR

! L o _-_I- . :
SUNDAY MARCH 13, 2016
10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Music and Dance Entertainment
Persian Traditional Lunch
Haft Seen ltems

Persian Norooz Sweets and many more
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Cupertino Quinlan Community Center 10185 N Stelling Rd, Cupertino, CA 95014
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Studio Location:
22 Great Oaks Blvd Suite 260
San Jose, CA 85119

Booking: 408.91 H.E{Iﬂ'ﬁ
www._ConureStudio.com
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No matter what you want to change in life, the process is the same. | can help you
navigate this process. Together we identify what matters most to you, what has
been limiting you, & we design a personalized action plan to help you move forward.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
Serving the Bay Area
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Forihangeéy

and beer available for sale

SPRING KICKOFF
CELEBRATION & FUNDRAISER

Join us for inauguration of our new
organization: VOICES OF WOMEN
FOR CHANGE; enjoy spectacular
views of Pacific Ocean, dinner, music
and dance while supporting a good
cause. "Vow for Change" is a non-
profit, non- religious and non- political
organization (501-C) with the aim of
empowering women and girls through
consciousness raising and advocacy. All
your contributions are tax deductible.

When: Sunday April 17, 2016, 5:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M
Where: Maveric event center, 107 Broadway, Half Moon Bay
Tickets: $100 per person (includes complementary parking on the

site, dinner, dessert, tea, coffee, music and dance with DJ Nima) Wine

Tickets for students and senior citizen with valid I.D: $75

http://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/2493086
For more information and to RSVP please email us at
voicesofwomenforchange @gmail.com

This event is a co-Ed event and for adults only.
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The Best Quality Rice Of The World For Any Occasion
Sella Rice (Parboiled Extra Long Grain) From Pakistan
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We Guarantee That Nemat Rice is |

One Of The Best Rice In The World! ( -
f

It Is Processed & Packed For | e. mat =

People That Love To Eat Rice M| Basmati Sella Rice

NATURE'S FINEST
EXTRA LONG GRAIN
BASMATI RICE
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Lol 2 sl 55 SS9 (20 (502
P 9 o Dge @ Sl (il eaikie g b (i b
Large Quantity Nemat Rice Buyers Contact:

(310)938-1942

Email: vitaplususa@gmail.com

WE ALSO OFFER A VARIETY OF DRY FRUITS & NUTS
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bdas Ojg0 &y Jlo CodS' L

(510)938-1942

3270 Seldon Court #1
Fremont, CA 94539
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Jasmine Carpet Care

() deo 3 B S 30 s giianis (00

598 34 (53¢ O35 Syt M 5 Slakeo syt

IProfesionalfTruckiMount;Steam{Cleaningifor{Carpet!&jUpholstery

Carpet Steam Cleaning\ (Sofa & Love Seat
Steam Cleaning for Whole House, || Steam Cleaning
2 BR $49 95 Up to 1100sq. Excluding Stairs Most Fabrics
Reg: $99.95 $119.95 $99.95 each

Reg: $239.95

Reg: $199.95

(408)266-1111
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Caroline Nasseri

Accident Lawyer
Four states, the District of Co-
lumbia, and more than 20 local
jurisdictions have enacted laws
requiring employers to provide
sick leave to employees. More ju-
risdictions will likely implement
these laws in 2016. Employers
that are subject to paid sick leave
requirements often have ques-
tions about the impact of these
laws on their existing paid time
off (PTO) policies. Here are some
frequently asked questions on
paid sick leave and PTO:
Where is paid sick leave required?
Currently, the following juris-
dictions require (or will soon re-
quire) employers to provide paid
sick leave to employees:
States:
+ California
+ Connecticut (employers with more
than 50 employees must provide paid
sick leave to "service employees")
+ Massachusetts
+ Oregon
Other Jurisdictions:
+ District of Columbia
+ Cities in New Jersey: Bloom-
field, Elizabeth (effective March 2,
2016), East Orange, Irvington,
Jersey City, Montclair, Newark,
New Brunswick, Passaic, Pater-
son, and Trenton
+ Cities in California: Emeryville,
Oakland, San Francisco, Long
Beach (hotels with 100 or more
rooms), and Los Angeles (hotels
with 150 or more rooms)
+ Cities in Washington: Seattle
and Tacoma (effective February
1,2016)
+ Montgomery County, Maryland
(effective October 1,2016)
+ New York City
+ Philadelphia
What is the difference between a paid
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Paid Sick Leave vs. PTO
Frequently Asked Questions

sick leave policy and a PTO policy?
A paid sick leave policy is a
standalone policy that offers time
off for illness and certain other
situations. A PTO policy bundles
various types of leave, such as va-
cation, sick, and personal leave,
into a single bank that employees
can use for any purpose.

My state requires me to provide
paid sick leave to employees. Can
I keep my current PTO policy?
Under many of the paid sick leave
laws, if you have a PTO policy,
you generally don't have to pro-
vide additional paid sick days to
employees if the policy:

+ Allows employees to use the
same amount of leave for the
same purposes and under the
same conditions as required by
the sick leave law; and

+ Satisfies the accrual, carry over,
and use requirements of the sick
leave law.

Check your applicable law to en-
sure compliance.

My state paid sick leave law al-
lows me to provide leave through
a PTO policy. One of my employ-
ees just requested sick leave, but
he has exhausted all of his PTO
for the year on vacation. Do I
have to offer additional paid
leave to this employee?

Under many of the paid sick leave
laws, no additional leave would be
required if the PTO policy met the
requirements listed in the answer
above. When implementing your
PTO policy, to help your employ-
ees manage their time off, clearly
communicate what they can use
PTO for, how it accrues, and the
other requirements of your plan.
Depending on the circumstances,
the employee here may qualify
for sick leave (typically unpaid)
under a different law. For exam-
ple, the federal Family and Medi-
cal Leave Act requires employers
with 50 or more employees to
provide unpaid leave to eligible
employees for specified family,
medical, and military reasons.
Many states have similar laws

that cover employers with fewer
employees. Check your appli-
cable laws to ensure compliance.
What are some advantages and
disadvantages of having a PTO
policy instead of a standalone
paid sick leave policy?

In general, PTO policies give
workers more flexibility to use
their leave to fit their needs. For
employers with employees in
multiple jurisdictions with differ-
ing paid sick leave requirements,
a PTO policy can be an attractive
option because a single policy
(and the same amount of leave)
can generally be offered across
jurisdictions, provided it meets
the requirements of the most gen-
erous paid sick leave law.
Another advantage of a PTO pol-
icy is that it can ease the adminis-
trative burden of tracking precisely
how the leave was used. However,
employers should still familiarize
themselves with their obligations
under applicable paid sick leave
laws, since many have specific re-
cordkeeping requirements.

Sick leave laws don’t typically
require that employers pay for
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unused sick leave when an em-
ployee leaves the company. How-
ever, if you use your PTO policy
to meet sick leave requirements,
in some states, such as California,
you would be required to pay out
all unused PTO at the time of sep-
aration. This could mean employ-
ers would face additional costs
paying for unused sick time if
they bundled their sick leave into
their PTO rather than if they of-
fered separate sick leave. In some
states, this may also be true if the
employer uses a vacation policy
to satisfy the sick leave law.
Note: Seattle's paid sick leave
law requires employers with 250
or more full-time equivalent em-
ployees to provide more time off
to employees if they maintain a
PTO policy instead of a stand-
alone sick leave policy (108 hours
versus 72 hours).

Conclusion: When determining
whether to have a PTO policy or
separate sick leave policy, iden-
tify your specific business needs
and evaluate the laws that apply
to your employees. For more in-
formation, see the Jurisdictions
with Mandatory Paid Sick Leave
Requirements section of the
Compliance Database in HR411.
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10 Ways Color Affects Your Mood

Can the color you wear really affect
your mood? Research says yes; col-
or can absolutely affect your mood,
behavior and stress levels.

Color  specialist
Leatrice Eiseman
says how colors
affect us corre-
lates to that colors
behavior in na-
ture. Eiseman has
asked thousands
of people what
they think of spe-
cific colors and
has found many
patterns. She ex-
plains, "We have
a repository of
information about
a color. For ex-
ample, the color

blue is almost always associated
with blue skies, which when we are
children is a positive thing -it means
playing outside and fun. Evolution-
arily it also means there are no
storms to come. This is why it is
reminds us of stability and calm."
She cautions that there are no magic
bullet answers, but there are gener-
alities that can be gleaned from de-
cades of research on the patterns of
what people think about each color.
So, how can you pick the perfect
color for each situation? Based on
the research, here is your personal
color guide:

What Color Should You
Make Your Desktop: Green
What color you choose for your
desktop and the colors you choose
for your website can greatly af-
fect your productivity. The color
green is restful for eyes and pro-
duces the least amount of eye-
strain. This is a good choice for
computer desktops if you are in
front of a screen for many hours.
What Color to Wear
for a Work Out: Orange
Orange is a color of stimulation and
enthusiasm. Orange is a nice mix
of red's passion and yellow's joy.
Research has found that orange in-
creases oxygen supply to the brain,
produces an energizing effect, and

stimulates brain activity.
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What Color to Wear on a
Date (if you're a woman): Red
Red is the color of passion and gets
blood pumping. Women can wear

this to get their date's heart racing.
What Color to Wear on a

Date (if you're a man): Blue
Blue is the most stable color.
Women love seeing stable men. It
is also calming and can help relax
both you and your date's nerves.

What to Wear If You Want to

Be Seen As Aggressive: Black
Researchers examined statistics
from more than 52,000 National
Hockey League games and found
that teams were penalized more
for aggression while wearing black
jerseys. (Hockey teams have two
color jerseys and switch for home
and away games). Interestingly,
the NHL in 2003 changed it's jer-
sey policy so that home teams had
to wear white. The authors of the
study compared the sets of data
and found that the same teams
were assessed significantly more
penalties for aggression when they
wore the black jerseys than when
they wore white.

What Colors Should You Paint
Your Office: Blue and Green
In 1999, researchers at Creighton
University found that colors signifi-
cantly influence employees' emotions
and efficiency. Workers in blue of-
fices felt the most centered, calm and
hopeful towards their work. Since
blue can lower heart rates and green
reduces anxiety and is associated with
money, a combination of blue and

green is best for the workplace.
What Color You Should

Never Wear to Work: Grey
Grey inspires people to be pas-
sive, uninvolved and have a lack
of energy. If you like wearing
grey, pairing it with a brighter
color will help offset the effect.
Choosing the color of your office,
your clothes or your desktop should
not be taken lightly -colors do affect
our moods and productivity. How-
ever, colors are not the only thing
that affects us -one can still be ef-
ficient in a grey suit or workout well
in a black outfit. But, when given
the choice, picking a color that will
work with you, and not against you
can only help.
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How To Discipline Your Child

We want our children to learn from
their mistakes and not repeat them.
So the natural thought is to send
them to the “time out” corner or up
to their room to “think about what
they’ve done.” Except they don’t.
And they’re going to keep doing
the same behaviors despite the
punishment. So how do you know
how to discipline your child?
Often, we equate the term “disci-
pline” with punishment. But the
word “discipline” comes from the
Latin word “disciplina,” which
means “teaching, learning.” That’s
the key to correcting our kids’ be-
haviors — giving them the tools they
need to learn a better behavior.

Fill the Attention Basket: Kids
need attention, plain and simple. If
we don’t keep that “attention bas-
ket” full with positive attention,
kids will seek out any attention
they can get — even negative at-
tention. They’ll push our buttons
with negative behaviors because
to a kid, even negative attention is
better that no attention at all. This
doesn’t mean you have to be at
your child’s side 24-7 — just tak-
ing a few minutes a day to spend
one-on-one with your child, dis-
traction-free and doing something
they want to do, will reap im-
mense rewards in their behavior.
Take 10 minutes once or twice a
day with each child playing a game
they’ve picked or reading their fa-
vorite book. Let the phone ring.
Stick the cell phone in the closet.
When you fill your children’s atten-
tion baskets positively and proac-
tively, your kids will become more
cooperative and less likely to seek
out attention in negative ways. Life
is busy for everyone, and finding
extra time in the day may be daunt-
ing at first, but think of this as an
investment in your relationship
with your children and in improv-
ing their behavior. When it comes
to knowing how to discipline your
child, giving them what they need
to avoid poor behaviors in the first
place can have a great impact.

Take Time for Training:As you
think about how to discipline your
child, it’s important to remember
that the word discipline is rooted

in meanings of learning and teach-
ing. The best way to discipline
your child is to help her make bet-
ter choices. You can role play the
behaviors, using a calm voice. “I'd
really like to play with that trac-
tor when you're done.” “I'd like a
snack, please.” Switch roles and
pretend you're the child, and let
your little one direct you through
making better choices. Be encour-
aging when they do make the right
choices. “I see you worked hard to
clean up the playroom all on your
own! That’s such a big help. I re-
ally appreciate it.” “Thank you for
sharing the book with your broth-
er. How kind!”

Set Limits and Stick to Them: Kids
thrive when they have structure and
know their boundaries. Don’t go over-
board with hundreds of rules, but fo-
cus on what’s most important for your
family. Be clear about the ground rules
and what happens when someone
breaks the rules — make sure that ev-
eryone understands the consequences
ahead of time and that the discipline
is related to the misbehavior. If they
forget to put away their dishes after
dinner, they have to load and unload
the dishwasher. Cleaning their room
because they didn’t do their home-
work isn’t related. Most importantly,
be consistent. Follow through every
time with the agreed-upon conse-
quence when kids push the rules.
Overall, remember that knowing
how to discipline your child is
rooted in helping them learn how
to make the right choice, not pun-
ishment. Be firm and give them
the attention, rules and boundar-
ies they need.
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The Baha’i Blacklist:
Iran’s Crackdown Continues

Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence has
redoubled its efforts to crackdown
on businesses run by Baha’is.

In direct contradiction of govern-
ment claims that it does not ac-
tively target Baha’is, Iran’s larg-
est religious minority, IranWire
has seen an updated list of banned
Baha’i businesses.

In an attempt to thwart Baha’i
businesses, the Ministry of Intel-
ligence has recently updated the
blacklist, which was first initiated
in 1991, and distributed it to the
security departments of compa-
nies and contractors to prevent
them from conducting business
transactions with Baha’is. Re-
formist website Saham News
published a recent blacklist in
June 2015, after obtaining access
to the classified documents.
When international sanctions were
lifted, countries around the world
looked to Iran for investment op-
portunities. Now the Iranian gov-
ernment is aggressively trying to
exclude Baha’i businesses from the
potential economic benefits of the
nuclear deal and last year’s agree-
ment with the United States and five
other world powers.

In Iran, companies’ security activi-
ties come under the supervision of
the Ministry of Intelligence. In 1991,
the Supreme Council for Cultural
Revolution ordered the ministry to
draw up a list of Baha’i-run busi-
nesses in an effort to “block their
path to growth and development.”
The Supreme Council for Cultural
Revolution approved the original
list on February 5 and February 9,
1991, sending them off for final ap-
proval from Supreme Leader Aya-
tollah Khamenei's chief of staff,
Mohammad Golpayegani. The files
set out a clear strategy for blocking
Baha’is from making economic ad-
vances. Crucially, they also set out
Khamenei’s plan to ban Bahai’s
from pursuing further education, a
ban that is very much in place today.
Following the Supreme Leader’s
order to devise a blacklist, the
government stepped up efforts
against Baha’i businesses and
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economic opportunities in as broad a
sense as possible, dismissing Baha’is
in senior positions at big companies
and removing them from govern-
ment offices. A number of Baha’is
had been Western-educated and
worked in the electronic and oil in-
dustries. Among the prominent busi-
ness professionals to lose their jobs
was the Baha'i director of the huge
engineering company Siemens in
Shiraz; he later opened a less pres-
tigious — and less lucrative — busi-
ness making canes and walkers.
Like the ex-Siemens director,
other Baha’is turned to small busi-
nesses to make a living, and over
the last two decades have success-
fully re-entered Iran’s larger econ-
omy to an extent. Some Baha’i
business entrepreneurs have even
made a name for themselves out-
side Iran. Many of them have
specialist expertise that could be
of good use to government agen-
cies, including the Ministry of En-
ergy. But in Iran, the government
has effectively issued authorities
with a license to persecute and op-
press Baha’i businesses, whether
they are small companies or larger
businesses dealing in major finan-
cial transactions.
The government bans Baha’is
from working on a range of proj-
ects, including building dams,
constructing factories, building
roads and gas and oil projects.
Each year, authorities circulate
the list of banned Baha’i busi-
nesses to all government agen-
cies, as well as to the country’s
biggest companies.
Since a big sector of the market
is controlled by the governmen,
more than 80 percent of con-
tractors are wholly or partially
state-owned, companies owned
by Baha’is or that hire Baha’i
employees face huge obstacles.
State-owned agencies must put
all purchases and sales up for
public bidding, and any company
included on the blacklist will be
prevented from taking part.

The Small-town Effect
Occasionally, Baha’is are able to
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escape the attention of the gov-
ernment and secure work in small
private companies in big cities.
But in smaller towns, they face
threats, and are often eventually
fired or forced to resign.

One Baha’i who worked for a pri-
vate company in Tehran told Iran-
Wire that nine of the 15 employees
at his company were Baha’is. A few
months after they started their work,
the company’s president told them
that the Ministry of Intelligence
had given him a warning, and told
him he must reduce the number of
Baha’i people he employed. Fol-
lowing this, some Baha’i employ-
ees voluntary resigned so that the
company would not suffer.

There are frequent reports of
Baha’i shops being forced to
close in both larger cities and
smaller towns. Authorities regu-
larly cite violation of official
opening hours as the reason for
closure, after Baha’is “illegally”
close businesses on Baha’i holi-
days. Currently most Baha’is in
small towns work as mechanics,
shopkeepers and jobs that ensure
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they are kept out of the public
eye. These job are often badly
paid, but despite often being qual-
ified to work in more senior jobs,
many Baha’is have found that it
is easier to take on a job that will
simply allow them to get by.
“The authorities do whatever they
can think up to deny prosper-
ity to Baha’is,” a Baha’i business-
man who often travels to Iran told
[ranWire. “They tell them: ‘make
enough money so you will not die.’
They put enormous pressure on
Baha'is so that they will leave Iran
one by one. They want to remove
the problem, not solve it.”

The businessman said with the new
economic environment just taking
shape, there is a chance for the Ba-
hai’s to prosper. “The less control
the Ministry of Intelligence has
over the economy, the easier it will
be to conduct business. This would
be better for us.” But if the minis-
try continues to oversee the work
of Iran’s state-owned contractors,
doors will remain closed to Bahai’s,
and the discrimination against them
will continue.
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“Why just improve on what’s
been done before, when you
can totally reimagine it.”

The Residence

Three-room retreat. Separate lving room,
Ensuite shower. Double bedroom. Personal butler.

Fly daily from San Francisco to Abu Dhabl, with twice datly
connections to Tehran.

Sl

ETIHAD

#Reimagined | etihad.com | — 3ewr

1-888-238-8555
Call us toll-free, 24/7
or call your Travel Agent Today!

Flying Reimagined
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