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Expertise You Need, Results You Can Count On!

SOLD - Represented Seller
Portola Valley

. - £

SOLE- Represented Seller
Saratoga

SOLD - Represented Seller
Santa Clara

Shawn Ansari, Realtor
MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES, SFR, Probate

(408) 529-4574

E%H b 5 ' iR
SOLD - Represented Buy
Brooke Acres, Los Gatos

er

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Burgoyne, Mountain View

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Oak Drive, Menlo Park

www.shawnansari.com  Shawn.Ansari@Compass.com

DRE: 01088988

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All materials presented
herein is intended for information purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but not verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without C @ M P A S S

notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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CN CAROLINE ]. NASSERI G&"‘” wloweo [ Qlﬁéw J.;,
(800)525-6060 Accident & Personal Injury Attorney
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Attorney at Law
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Tel:(408)298-1500 Fax:(408)278-0488

e-mail: CNASSEri62 @yahoo.com Wwebsite: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112
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www.pezhvak.com

Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that
has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.

e-mail: info@pezhvak.com




R
S‘\\
oz\~ ?

WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 354 (JULY 2021) COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

LOS GATOS MEMORIAL PARK

Los Garos
MemoriaL Park &

DARLING FISCHER FUNERAL HOMES
Celebrating ILife, Story @ @ Itimne

We are one of the highest reviewed cemeteries in Bay Area, providing excellet service since 1889

Funeral Services +Immediate Need +Pre Planning +Burial Services +Cremation Services

The passing of a loved one is a tragedy that every family will experience.

By planning ahead, you help insure that someone you
love will not have to make these difficult decisions alone.

Prearranging freezes the cost at today’s prices < Payment plans are available

dhog> b 0giST pa 0dis 5l Olisabl g ,blS iyl (sl 9 0135 b 395 sl AMSE 2l Gl 5 51 S8
aled C1s s Jlo gy (b 1y OF Bludl g sl cwlio sl b olssds Joma 55 AT (315" cus b

6d 3l JB LB 1 Blealle BlleB 9 2059 Sy b 0529 > LB

Ll y 0315 b (gl ¥ sl s S 5 05k 9 i SLedbl sl
Subep Jolo pulad 43,285 b g jguds 0l ()b sgline

((? O&D PRO=LVPR s () TON=14L31 s
2255 Los Gatos-Almaden Road, San Jose, CA 95124
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mdel3/4314/2021/en/
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+IRS, BOE, FTB disputes +Business, Corporation, Nonprofit
Formation +Tax preparation for individuals and small businesses,

Trusts, Estates, Nonprofit +Will, Trust, Estate Planning, Probate
+Draft/ Review/Renew legal contracts 4Immigration Services

Cell: (415) 314-1003 + office: (800) 493-7065
651 W. Hamilton Ave, Suite 1000, Campbell, CA 95008

Shiva Moozoun
Attorney at Law
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+ Headache + Sciatica + Degenerative Disc + Rheumatism
+ Lower Back Pain + Shoulder & Knee Pain + Neck & Hand Pain

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara
www.chiropracticusaca.com

55515915 gb‘wﬁsb Y] W) J}Sé

()9 10lgFil 5 Juolia slo (G106 51 (5 S gl 9 azmllae (yansis
S 3y Jilg (25 A piey b S, Sl § )5 Sledus

Chiropractic care is more than just making the pain disappear. It is about

learning, understanding & taking care of your body to improve your quality of life

0 9 Phy9 b Slle g 2l S5 sl olSws & jgme s
tsB3)S 58S jigs 9 (S 51w Doc Decompression Table

(408)244-7677

2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050

7S

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.
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Jeffrey Zinder

AliMoghaddami
Maintaining the highest level of Professionalism & Integrity.

+Pergonal Injury S baw g Dbals 4l
+ Business Litigation &b galed alS 4
+Employment Law loy8,15 g aio, 5 90! a5+
+ Criminal Defense Jyad b g JUI g olBaly )3 b j9ol alS+
+Insurance Dispute dow 4 =S8 b L )5 dow MBI Jo s

With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we Strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

Free Consultation
Tel: (818) 500-411 Tel: (408) 332-5885
fax (818) 500-4144 cel: (408) 643-1739
333 E.Glenoaks Blvd. #202 It N. Market St. #30
Glendale, CA 91207 San Jose,CA 95113
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(310) 477-7477 + (818) 908-0808
Also available at Amazon & Google Play
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Gabeh Rug Gallery
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Handmade Rugs, Variety of Designs (Tabriz, Naeen, Kashan & Qom)
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Expert

Appraisals
Trade-ins for Insurance

(408) 876-9495 By Appointment Only

3911 Stevens Creek Blvd, Suite 201, Santa Clara, CA 95051
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Islamic Services Offered by ICCNC .. zoom)

W Islamic Burial: iccNc provides complete burial services in accordance to the islamic laws.
E At the present time, ICCNC can provide limited services for the wash and burial services.

please contact the office for details (510-832-7600)

l ‘. Haﬂ'iﬂge: Islamic Marriage Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd” at ICCNC via ZoOM.

L . ICCMNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest Section of the Islamic Republic
T, 4 ge P ¥ P
o

of Iran in Washigton D.C.

DivOrce: The Islamic Divorce Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Talagh”

at ICCNC via ZOOM. ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest
Section of TRL.

Accepting Islam: 1cCNC helps individuals interest in giving “Shahada” and

accepting Islam to become Muslims. We can held it via ZOOM. ICCNC issues a certificate for
this process.

@ 1433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612 @) www.iccncora (@ (510) 832-7600
© infomicenc.org or Pr@icenc.org @ racebook.com/ICCNCORG &) Telegram: @icenc




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 354 (JULY 2021)

el ¥ OLSL 9 e on
0 L dod (539 0 CBlo 5d 0SS
S Pgml s g g 58 9 ULS e

sl ]S ogus L)l Cangd dod
036 gl o)l BT b (g3 51 ey
&l 20 iy S gy 3l o o
ly ol )5 0 p00m 1S 98,5 0 S &
1S gl s o o 58 Ols o Y
585 258 Iy o o3 Jud gy (5
..)‘b UL&J Lo LY} |) ujlﬁ)‘ dLb ol&aob 0‘)
oS 3149318 Zl S A & pegl IS
B 4z od joib .35 i s g
o g;))’ oo 5‘ .dd)'é C«wgb l) 9'
WsS o 9l €318 i 1y ol ol JLigd oS
08l Bluwo (yduatd (51 2 e (2l
Gl Jlo ool Gb s 05 g)ls 5 Skiy
s Jlo g Ky o ol slo ceo
b 3 Jsy 420 o Sl asalss BT
910330 olal & Ggy S B Jlw o]
E0 S8l osmlyad pudy 329 35 sl
an b > o pd gl g5l sl
isody 3,50 o2 s Lo o sl
3 s o2 39 sl el waebs
3318 God 2 ol pl JUIs8 (gamlyud
8 9 o ol ksl b
o3l Gl G053l LS o5l

Olad 1y 09250 Gialod (2342 51050 5
Cusdso (i 3l il 5o Lo sl
oS euibls 81,e ol ojlgye b ST S5
paimsls o uills i 9 5 (Sl
o S0 ol 5 9> b JS sl oy
<8 50 4 o8 o sl atanglis sl
LM 4225 35505 351 dogsl 3 sl
090 Wl p Kbl Cendlyi o ol Jols
b5 509 o1l e )08 b 0lg)d
S b Saledl bl wyud b slbs
Glslae o 5 Saled S8 4wl b
ol 0 JWss a5 el LS
Dgd 5o 298 dhx) @ dhax) oS ol
Wb oSl 5 EBs & dlo> 51 Sl
Olod & o b 53k 0 JSb yrg
90 2 L3l & 0yl caodl ojlul
ledsl Qb3 5 I3l 5o 4y i)l
32 ded 5 Gosd Sl 558 155 5

38 o S plia 163
A QUL yte JLish 53 039 0l
Sl o cwd slas) super fit cod
Olo QUL L Lo 58y gy 55 e
5 Usd @ e Sl kSl
Kt )18 o 5l S1 bl 53 il AT
&%)g <6)§Lﬁ 9 u.o.:oLb tol)Lg.w.) .é)‘.)
43 S0 a0l Cunnyd b oS oo (o)

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

oo ol 31 i s9

Email: atousil515@gmail.com

SR

ol b o b 4 b Jls ol (b o
Sl e gzl 6050 out
S 250 B gl ol o 5 0 S
Cmiaf)b ol 8 u:.‘g‘ Sl 00y Ci
o2 QUL Ao 53 091 05 &y ol ]
oLl g8 slwd 98 9 Wd g oy M
2 8L S 5 Jlosl dxg ol

o 03l 353 9 Wdg b azy 4l
025 8o 59y 30 S » ol o
ol anals (Syz ol 4 GLS3L
Oles 40 503 S93L sl & S 2
Sioily Sl b 8 S )5 jrpr e
b Ll 355 pomuio sl @25 oS
Gl 20 D91 02 0 NSy Sl
w5 4y ey n o3 Sbo b
o0 <8 S ys0 g oS 2 Lol gy
3L Ul:é .b)SJ ubuauowl P'Qj «W9d

iy elod e 58 ol ! JUisd o
Sy ka9 axdd 58 5 b
Ly olpl ady caws 31 slasl (ol
09 9 FI I s Gy il S5
355 68 62950 18 sl at3p olod
aid 9 opl Lolod yo sy ly @lys g
5l Oglao 51 &5 g 3585 (s > 26 SBT3
Ll 12U 20 osobis GBI S Ly 5B
ol @l spmaceblas
S 93 03,5 o B Iy Aok 4
99> S5y 4 O S ol SIS L
S ST 2 oo &5 355

Sl Kwgd
P2 o pad S a2 &5 35 552 0
Iy ol &8 Pfc\f RUSTR I e
Szl o il Wl 12 aiS ol e
Ll I8 BT flo o 5 Lo luasly
NS5 gy 5 B i oo
(orlb sle) JU y IS (5Bl 5 ((yse]

iy 055 ghlsts Al Wy g aoll S ol 8 gt g A5 B 5 o 3 Wb Ly puls Iy

SHAWN ANSARI PRESENTS
S sbad! W e el

n-m

#mmpvm«:m Lo

1705 Lawrence Road
SOLD in 6 days,
$202K over the asking price,
with multiple offers

(408) 529-4574

SOLD in 9 days,
862K over the asking price,
with multiple offers

DRE: 01088988

COMPASS

Shawn Ansari, Realtor
MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES, SFR, Probate

www.ShawnAnsari.com
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Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments

SR 9 ogas s IS
14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

(408) 559-7864
ce:(408) 771-3996
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Outdoor Sitting & Take Out
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The sandwiches are deliciously authentic!

* Breakfast & Brunch
* Omelettes

* Sandwiches
* Salads

* Coffee & Tea
* Fresh Juices
* Dessert

* Milkshakes

Mondays -Sundays 8:00am - 6:00pm

www.yeganehbakery.com

3275 Stevens Creek Blvd. San Jose, CA 95117
Order online with D OORDASH - G R U B H U B
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+ Personal Injury

+ Business Litigation
+ Employment Law
+ Criminal Defense
+ Insurance Dispute

Tel: (818) 500-4ll
Fax: (818) 500-4144

333 E. Glenoaks Blvd. #202
Glendale, CA 91207

Free Consultation
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With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

Tel: (408)332-5885
Cel: (408) 643-1739

[l N. Market St. #30
SanJoge, CA 95113
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Azar Nassiri
Non-Attorney

Lyl (2wl g o
(408) 348-2595 + (925) 998-5340
Fax: (408) 247-5006

920 Saratoga Ave. #215, San Jose, CA 95129
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

FOR INTATIEINE FOR WAl T

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODSYEAR

4 KUMHO

L\ TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408) 738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Established in 1996

We Are #1
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Location!
Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to
make it happen.lam an expert seeking
to add value to your next transaction.

hamidabtahi21 @yahoo.com + DRE# 01071456

(408) 366-2180 + (408) 253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd. Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Dr. Arayeh Norouzi

Ph.D. in Psychology / Certified Life Coach
Mindful Living Conscious Parenting Speaker

+ Personal Development
+ Relationship Coaching
+ Conscious Parenting

+ Speaking Events ( Organizations, Companies, Schools)

Free 30-Minute Consultation

Slosld 9 il )T gm0 4 S35j Jgos ¢

(831) 521-6184
LinkedIn, Facebook, Instagram: @drarayeh

www.drarayeh.com

2396 bl )l &l.ii.’i;l*
ST 6)9)4)-3))5*

27



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 354 (JULY 2021)

ol b g dlss ide el 5 cadke
1y Olo aid 2 oS o (15300 35> 4y
:c\BaJ)bQé;USJJ}:gl).gugbdiS.i
695 4 3> sl Oliad 4
XS S j0i puil> Cullad

b S 30 00 |) (Sanbgi g a2t
U ajgele b il eyl sl gy
Dbl bl jga> b ja o
By S 495 LI buzxe 4yt
e OS> 9 g «Olguol

‘L;a.:w,o tol)gd_.) Ol 4{ A}S)-o:l. l{’:‘
e UhsS LS >

S ) axl g ngdh Culled ) );))‘:‘
plsl 3al)d 1 3uiS > 3a2> (00 fle{'
01 dxio 3 b 4llis 39 p ON O

P00 OleS W 5 losg>
pszp y50l ol alil g Lo
bl kb by pp 0
&|U9wb.§|9‘mmau&ﬁlwl
PEPRICURREAJCY]
Sz sl 005 ps 0
Spi9) o S 4 oS 50 S8
o)l 35 5 S idgi Lo S
S8 ey oo S 45~‘~a‘
Mﬂ)ﬂbu@wuﬂsﬁ)é MUA
w‘bf ‘)Uldhw)bg‘o.u'buo‘)
MSM 9 \.LA.OB..\.B ¢4JLblS| M.S 0
p5S oo S W

oo SWj b8 s By wgdle
Ol &5 b od o] g eaS
)lfj;) lg OJAT ufi:.ﬁ.g‘ QL@W' cJUb)\}
9 Jl> LY} l) 595 Lo ‘.U)\..\ig ML )

Wb b oaiS o psSoxe dylie (sl o

i |y b ol o) &S oyl
o a ol )0 a8 oS o ol Lo oudy
s> &5 by o Qb & G o 0 0

OM‘QJg gyee maf PNERTESIES

uu)wgwu;|wféto«&|
35 Lo ol sty o o> b

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

O3S Sy vikaald 4>

LIS

Ly G3s 0l @oli o ouiS U39 39y
)o;uUa;J) ASPA.Q) Fl’U‘ Ujl>)\>
)5J3|J>b(>:)ouJulu.’_9|5M|)99
ekl axdls ya> o) o

S0 sl 1y olesss o a5 iloj
) 09> s o el abad 3
Of 2 g e o0 92 dled ol )
ol s 55,60 095 550 6oy &
sl @ ohlKhjs eaS Cupe
St 1y 55 503 & 95 0 3l ol 5 b
JeS a5 wiils o il a5l Lo 9>
9 Dlee Sy e domil (uddso 5
ol 3l 5,50 ol Jolao
s pploda |y did 2 4yl 51
abl o5 )50 padl of sl pdy
blisl s oS cadd 2 b eadd 0
kil & 1y Glodg> 429l plod putud
w!wl«fujujeb a2 olas|
030 030 Iy abed (f tual ouiS 0
o)lss i o b il oS
O35 Iy 5 ks 030 05li93 (el Lis
A2 o Cadlads

S 232 sk Sl Lo 3,190 U2 5o

o oo 4 Jbo bl 55 3 5 S
o8T 5 yleid 35> s plod b oS
wluTw‘cww| Pmebulc)c\J
USLAUU.)bPMS;/Ssmh\SmaS
ol ol 155 9 0 hiaa 313 5 o250
b ol gloj a1y 95> axgi bo (385
s )3 85 ()5 (55 2 pudd 0 Jb
9 pld b puS 0 5 03 el
<Mu\)ﬁl2)‘wbdsd?u|dd‘)bs>
Al 4 gy U g oS (0 35 ok

0295 O Ui
&S o yloly Lo o S i abicd 5505
Folsline g 5 F¥sb 1) abiad ol ol o
:Mwéw)dhzj)bdsuﬁgﬁ)u
4833 2 5l gloj S st sl
oS 0030 030 |y ol 5 0 0 0
1ol & s gl o 40 0l )
l.ggoé)gauaz.&obipgflibhﬁ)'w
wa.wuojoblolo@ulﬁl)agb
20 9 e bl ouilg o 1y ysel ol
Cayd @i Dl dbid 2 51 Jl> s
a5 wil el oo B ST Jlo yohy

S¥lw o9 90

Bg (o

it 9B g A u-wsm'

(408) 802-8882

3 polod o bl oS 2l g boj 3 EMBI gl

9"5-'*’9-’ u.wl S b 1594

MINDFUL YOGA;
Group®.

+ Therapeutic Yoga + Chair Yoga
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+ Business & Investment Visa

+ Employment Based Green Card
+ Family-Based Green Card

+ Deportation & Asylum

+ Citizenship & Naturalization

+ Fiance Visa

+ Tourist Visa

+ Student Visa

+ Entertainment Visa
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No Fees
Until We Win Your Case!
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A Department of Justice Recognized 4  501(c)3 Nonprofit Organization

Q1) 4del oyglie
ceti: (650) 720-0182

Danford Services Inc.
Certified Tax Preparer

In-person or Online
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+Carring Out Tax Affairs Of Individuals & Businesses +Complete
Accounting For All Individuals & Businesses +Modification Of
Accounting Structures +Payroll +Business Registration

Reza Farshchi us, crTp aFsp

reza@danfordservices.com %
21060 W. Homestead Rd., #210, Cupertino, CA 95014
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Ali Driving & Traffic School
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We Offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving

+ Training

+ Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education

+ Seniors, Teens & Adults

Safe Driving
Saves Lives

+ Free Home & School Pickup
+ Hiring & Training Instructors

Licensed & Bonded
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(650) 309-2700 CALL ME FOR

FREE no obligation home evaluation

A . FREE list of active properties for sale
Specializes in helping home buyers, home sellers &

investors throughout the Bay Area & surrounding since 2001

Mabhin Mtlagh

BRE# 01320595

FREE Real Estate consultation & more

mahinrealty @gmail.com
http://mahin.agent.intero.com
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Trans People Cut Off From

Medication in Iranian Prisons
Shaya Goldoust

Mahdieh Golroo is a women’s rights activist who has been repeatedly
detained in Iran for her political activity. The former prisoner of con-
science has told Shaya Goldoust that in her experience, jailed LGBT
[ranians suffered the worst treatment of all at the hands of the guards.
“Heterosexual women and men alone face many problems in pris-
on,” she said. “The conditions are worse for women, and for reli-
gious and ethnic minorities. Violence and harassment against the
LGBT community, though, is the most commonplace because they
are in a ‘lower’ position and the power structure allows them to be
discriminated against and humiliated more.”

Golroo was first arrested in December 2009 for her early peaceful
activism. She was then jailed again in 2014 after taking part in a
women’s protest in Tehran. Between long periods in solitary con-
finement, she spent time on the public wards of several different
prisons and got to know many members of the LGBT community,
especially transgender people.

“Their identities were not recognized,” she says, “and so there was
usually a lot of conflict during their period of temporary detention,
before their transfer to the women’s or the men’s ward. In difficult
circumstances, these people were forced to constantly prove their
true identities. “People who define their identities as female and are
imprisoned alongside men, or the other way around, may be sub-
jected to a great deal of violence, not just from the judicial system,
but from their fellow prisoners.

“One of the reasons for this behavior is our society’s ignorance of
sexuality and ‘gender’ issues. This makes the conditions in prison
very difficult, and even unbearable during the trial. Judges who
handle their cases don’t recognize their identities and constantly
humiliate and insult them, using very bad slurs to address them,
making them mentally even more vulnerable.”

When a trans man is placed on a women’s prison ward, Golroo
says, in addition to all the pressures endured by their fellow prison-
ers, he can struggle with feelings of shame or isolation by those
who do not understand his situation.

Many of her fellow inmates from the LBGT community over the
years, she says, had been incarcerated for taking part in protests
like herself, or for financial or drug-related offences. The lack of
family support can often make their stay behind bars harder.

“I’ve often seen these people doing things like washing other peo-
ple’s clothes or cleaning toilets to make a little money to get by on,
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because they don’t receive support from their families,” she said.
“The same families often put them in this situation.

“In addition, transgender people who were receiving hormone
therapy have no access to their usual medicines in prison, and this
means they suffer a lot. Referrals to doctors and to the prison health
center are also mostly useless, because it doesn’t matter to them;
they have no awareness of the situation at all.”

Golroo recalls Reyhaneh, a transgender woman she spent time in-
side with, who was beaten a lot during her incarceration. Reyhaneh
was first sent to a men’s prison but due to her poor physical condi-
tion, she was eventually transferred to the women’s ward of Evin.
“When she arrived,” Golroo says, “she was badly injured and in a
state of shock. She was repeatedly stripped naked and her body ex-
amined to make sure she was not a man. Some women wore hijab
in front of Reyhaneh, because they said they did not know whether
she was a man or a woman, and that bothered her a lot.”

In the past year it has come to light that a large number of transgen-
der prisoners and detainees had been transferred to a separate ward
of Evin Prison, below ground. They no longer have daily access to
the prison store or kitchen, and most cannot afford bail so end up
remaining there long after an amount has been determined.

Golroo says even met a trans woman who was raped by soldiers in
Vozara detention center. The woman, she says, was abruptly called and
taken away, and when she returned a few hours later, “she was shaking
all over and I realized that she had been raped. This was not the only
time; it was a common practice by officers and soldiers against these
people in detention centers or prisons. The reason for their detention
is usually their different style of clothing and feminine appearance,
which is not acceptable for a so-called man in our society.”

Gay Iranians are also monitored much more closely than other prison-
ers, she says. “There is a lot of sensitivity in prisons about homosexu-
ality. For example, if they hug each other or have physical contact,
they will be severely reprimanded. All the wards in Evin Prison are
monitored by cameras, and the smallest movements of prisoners are
under scrutiny. The smallest of gestures can lead to trouble.”
Mahdieh Golroo believes that in order to improve the conditions of
LGBT prisoners, society’s view of the LGBT community in gen-
eral must change. In jail, these people come under intense pressure
from all sides: from the penal system itself, from fellow inmates
and from their own families outside. The solution is proper educa-
tion, which the Islamic Republic does not want to grant people,
preferring to criminalize sexual differences as far as possible.

“My friends and I, who were somewhat familiar with these issues,
tried to inform others in prison,” Golroo says. “But there should be
social workers who are aware of the situation and can help these
people in vulnerable groups. Another important thing is for the ju-
diciary to accept these people’s identities when handling cases, as
well as changing the culture and outlook of society.”
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Ebrahim Raisi’s First News Conference & the
Long Shadow of Crimes Against Humanity

Faramarz Davar

o ¢ .

In his first press conference after his electoral victory, Iran’s Pres-
ident-elect Ebrahim Raisi had a clear message for the West: “The
situation in Iran has changed.”
This message was emphasized through both the tone and the sub-
stance of Raisi’s responses to reporters’ questions, especially about
his role in the mass executions of political dissidents of 1988, the
allegations of crimes against humanity and the future foreign rela-
tions of the Islamic Republic.
Raisi’s direct responses to reporters in his first news conference, on
June 21, were the closest that one could come to seeing inside the
worldview of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Raisi lacks the eloquence
of the Islamic Republic’s Supreme Leader — but the policies he es-
pouses are the same as those Khamenei favors.
His criticism of European countries, the verbal attacks on the Unit-
ed States, his curt rejection of a possible meeting with President
Joe Biden by a simple “No,” his expression of interest in expanding
relations with China and in improving relations with countries in
the region, with a passing reference to Saudi Arabia, and the an-
nouncement that he would not tie Iran’s future to the nuclear agree-
ment; these were the statements that Khamenei probably found
most pleasing to his own thinking.
In recent months Iran’s government has focused on trying to end the
sanctions imposed by former US president Donald Trump, especially
nuclear sanctions, through indirect negotiations with the US before
President Hassan Rouhani’s successor takes over in August.
Four years ago, Ayatollah Khamenei had threatened that, if the
US left the nuclear agreement, or the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) as it is officially known, he would then burn
the agreement But for a year after the US did leave the JCPOA, the
Islamic Republic carefully complied with it, and only when it was
certain that Trump had lost the election did it blatantly increase its
levels of uranium enrichment far above what the agreement allows,
as a means to pressure Biden’s administration to lift sanctions.
Trivializing the Nuclear Agreement
The Islamic Republic knows the JCPOA is essential for its security, and
for its economic recovery, but in the six years since the agreement was
signed Khamenei has tried to pretend that it is is of little importance.
Now Ebrahim Raisi is following the same line and, unlike Rouhani,
who had associated himself and his presidency with the nuclear
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agreement, Raisi says he does not tie the destiny of his government
to the JCPOA.. But he did criticize the US for tossing it aside (under
Trump) and, like the Supreme Leader, Raisi said Iran’s regional
policies and missile program are non-negotiable even after sanc-
tions are lifted.
In the 32 years since Khamenei took over as the Supreme Lead-
er, the idea of improving relations with US has always been a red
line. Raisi also rejected such a prospect in his first appearance as
President-elect. He even refused to repeat the cliché that, if the US
changed its ways, Iran would welcome better relations.
But this may not be an indication of Raisi’s ultimate intentions re-
garding relations with the West and the United States. Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad was also a fiery opponent of the US and Europe dur-
ing his early presidency; but in its closing months, he became a
supporter of establishing relations with the United States and took
a number of steps in this direction, though they went nowhere.
Raisi has held various judiciary positions over the past 40 years
and, for Khamenei, he is far more of a known entity than Ahma-
dinejad. If Raisi decided to pursue better relations with the US and
warmer relations with Europe, he would face less opposition from
Khamenei than Ahmadinejad or Rouhani. But his previous record
will make his presidency different from his predecessors in other
ways too: he was a member of the “death panel” that put thou-
sands of jailed political prisoners to death, in 1988, and buried them
in unmarked graves. Those prisoners would have otherwise been
freed after serving their sentences.
Up to now, no Iranian president had been accused of “crimes against
humanity” and none of them had been named on the US sanctions
list as a violator of human rights at the time of their election. A per-
son who is suspected or charged with such crimes would have great
difficulty in persuading the West to improve relations with his gov-
ernment — and he is liable to prosecution in these countries’ courts.
Lost in Translation
Raisi is well aware of this dark cloud hanging over his head on the
international scene. In his first press conference, a reporter asked him
about allegations of crimes against humanity in connection with the
1988 mass executions. He responded by calling those who were ex-
ecuted “criminals” and said that his record was “praiseworthy.”
In the press conference, the reporter asked his question in English
but, in translation to Persian, the term “crimes against humanity”
was removed and the “1988 massacre” was replaced with “execu-
tions.” This is bound to happen over and over again if Raisi ever
visits Western countries — and he knows it.
Raisi also knows that, even if he pays a heavy price in terms of his
standing within the Islamic Republic, he would not be able to per-
sonally improve relations with the west. He therefore used his first
day as President-elect to not only refuse to send a conciliatory mes-
sage but to also point the finger at human rights violations within
the West — a tactic that was a hallmark of the rhetoric coming out of
Iran in the early years after the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
Following unsuccessful attempts by four Iranian presidents, from
Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani to Hasan Rouhani, to normalize rela-
tions with the west, Ebrahim Raisi has returned the dominant
rhetoric of the Islamic Republic to the 1980s, without taking into
account other possibilities and variables, such as the changed ex-
pectations and wishes of the Iranian people and the international
situation compared to 40 years ago.
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