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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

Varicose Veins: {>Sclerotherapy > Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radie

al Arterial Disease:<>Atherectomy<>Angiopl:

Uterine Fibroid Embolization <{>Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion
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www.endovascularsurgery.com

105 Bascom Ave., Ste. 104, San Jose, CA

N el o (o

Olpl 53 & yolin Foin 5B duwwge by 9 1S pal & ,2lgn panasio iS5y

1o o O 45 (99 05 o (51 g pilgd (o o (B9 gl
I B PO G254 )3 oy 3 b 51 O )+ el 4 O p2lan Slass 4

Ql)uw))s 9 OlM).a.b Qoym G)U o.uf* Ql).fm.bs).! Qo}qam Cﬁ)(.f OJ; +
(Deportation Defense) 1,51 (s ol531> )> £16> +

.[o.zil))?Go).g|)lo.afbc.LJlS,4.3.3_)‘.5Ca.,_li."),.oro).cC)),m))pb),nib||)u}p»&)lsru.:iswuﬁbl§la§

Robert A. Abedi J.D., Esq.  yzzp ey o5 9 Jilio (43> 513 45 b 031555 ol iy G213 )Y B+ +co v+ aylo puu b 5181 (sl +

U.S. Immigration Attorney
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Our Green Card & Consular Sucess Rate is 100%
(415) 398-4504

Offices also in Palo Alto, Mountain View & Irvine

425 Market street, Suite 2200
San Francisco, CA 94105

www.lawabedi.com + www.iran2usa.com
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Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that

has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.

www.pezhvak.com www.rany.com e-mail: info@pezhvak.com
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Mohamad Harandi
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Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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(408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
up + Hiring & Training Instructors
+ Licensed & Bonded

5 8> 5 20 5 U5 husg? (S 1)) rjgeT
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, ppm

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

S Sl
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

BEEREIME| Advantage in Learning LLC
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+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages

(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering

www.advantageinlearning.com

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

00 33

€630 plea» oS 5 J&s

9 093 plig )i 033 il

o B il il oo 93 y90l 39 9 3,1
wgome Sy il b 5 350 sl> Sy
O 30 &S WY o LS |y b i
3w iyl o 09290 |y Fuog S
Sy olopl bl oy alie fluigwelivl
952 3 Olulivl 3¢5 5 Cul dod
B 9.0,8 sl g i b 3
ol gl oss el eSS losine
Olowl 1939 » a8 &y oS ol 3L
Wl b el @l g5l Glal slis
ud A1 sl dad 39> yg 9
G 5 b o hlial ISy 2
i Wi y98 hIs 5 sl 39>
o ciciad gl 0y 31 45T by wiuolieol
5 phi )3 5 WS o (50l g2l 09>

A3x5b550 1y Lysal Glez ololus
ot Wl o diwlial i ol
oyl g pd gy (5
QI)}a &S glol sl el s s
il 51 > 9 Wil bl yaxid bl

Proven Results.
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Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
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Cell:

+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

¢85 o iy

(408)234-5793
office: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

Your Trusted Advisor in

Real Estate & Mortgage

D] [[[E hamidr63@yahoo.com ¢ www.hamidreiisi.com

51 E. Campbell Ave., Suite 110, Campbell, CA 95008
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Take your pick from our affordable
selection of treatments & Skin Care products,
& we will take care of the rest.
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Payam I\M Shayani, ESQ
ol Aceident Attorney
Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

Fi916);42-9999 (408)777-8867  (925)T77-0432

980 9th 'Street, 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.
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Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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1290 Fulton Ave., #C. Sacramento, CA 95825

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408)712-3788
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1
San Jose, CA 95124

)ﬁ@ﬁﬁjﬂ@b;a‘slﬁw;ﬂ

(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 293 (JUNE 2016)

//\&/ijocv’(ﬂ/ﬂ/ﬁg

W lgianl SU g s Ty sl ousy a5 3 5 45 o ISl 31 S0 0 iyl

5 05>yl J2936 WS 1y Bslo o gmod ] 1S DS ob ushe
la> cpuiy 9 51 sl JUS )b ond S ol cuddd (g9 015 9 sl 0iils S

(5aiw 3 galen b

www.asgharagha.com
hadikhorsandi@aol.com

SR Sobwo ph 9wl 55 51 e Colid 15 B 45 WS ko (55
ks s 5 oS sy PPN L PR VI XY
CEYS ISR g G}> prd0d 45 )l
Lglas 5555 95 3l Gt Lz B i 9 598 9 o8>
Ugeld oSe 395 0kl Jhgtl g Ol 4xlss
Colid 59 e 0255 552308 &S ol gl dll Lo plle azlg 5l s > 55
Tish b axlg> 5 W g | o odiy oS 39y |

) St ) Jawwy= (5 a5 @0y oS>

O s g o= gl 9-3 4T
wolad (5799 s Lol-yoladll 015 036

L Ol o doew iias Sl o A aS e e \ "
Ao e hd SIS B S SR il 9 5 iy plal
27 )3 axle= 9 31 d S 04 R = éﬁ—b)l,qfﬂw—éﬁpa“-’;h

+e4 4 ok Joo SN, 5 plis g o8 o

- Ty Cwns b - Cawd
Sl i3 30138 o
lagloil b jaS - dnlus 0g-dos Lo

ool Wi yos dod Iy gy 9 0830yt o> Sike g alolo g3 0 088
@ b psld odhigy oS @5 ol 32 Wb 5y ye J2gse lus STicsS sg
o5 Oliggys sl e S
ol o 31 a8 Jlo iz 31 g Slgis by crgor oLigy3 0 9 )51y LS
O 32 1S a9 i Wl (K558 51 g edS 1 Cangs ol o g pue3l
905,504 )8 gl 0353 job ot 1CAS S P 1 o S dixi
1S i g ol (U 50 alaades gl ey 1) 5y g e 5 oloo 31 g Aty S 5>
.w‘m‘y|bj|&;l>¢gb)bw|:,&.&f.dlg){

Sisly jle oYy g S St 3 40 sl l3,b OB

30y Jleeal 0130 45 wies,s oo g of )l

oo e

Sllge K09 Sl ol 35gm0 3¥5 1y 2335 oS il 0351 LS il 5
238 Wiy ol 9 0,5 o oy 5 dipus ) el 5 Wipsiu 1) polo slaol
] Sl disg pd 55 6>
9 ko IS pnas al k0 1 o JS 1S GS b S350 ey 4555 01l 5
S8 e dles S clolao iz polo b 53 o b 53 39 (s o> 3>
e 3 dilidio (i

3,5 ooy sy |y 6y

LSS g 395 Jal b S ja

At 935 G- 4ad b s T
0145 Cawd digdSG- ylomy o ud &
Oluwals Ol sba-t0leusls 03,55 jgia
T 4S- b 5 5 gz b ove gy
oy 039 0l

o ) 9 Ol 0433)3-gl> by 35 aldl
Bl diue Jhun 2= W (2 5%
0 63y Cabr-guales T 6350

1) s i glg-03l (2 30 4Lidl
O3l e O 03 )3l i)
daSoe Sl je o jo—daSCome Sy S dx
()gJAT g5 daSonn di- 33 ol YU diws
399 Sl (3 A 3356 087315 s
A GaiT i e s S (> sl
05 (o 10 o r,.m—a.\.».\.l.a= 533 abs]
039> ;—rbl >0 ;—ru u'JT

0 il 5 S oo S35 il
45 piisueo & S o3 S ol 1 S
430 g 4l Lty A5 4 S

Xy ol S 3L 3 5eily IS
Ly 9 (69 Cawgd g
92 4 S sk 4 S
Gt 4 e

Al C«ul.h_d. .>}.>—4.»a§ duod (duod ‘ST
el 5 s G- s

t))(s'/’../b oo -~

o 2204680

i 0 por g K9 3- b (dudd dusd (5T
BT ac b 9 alok-BT ac i o6
Oyl oii-Ogake 373 LT

T 435045 K 55 5l

o 9 dudb o3l3-gile i lauly

295 8l 03,5 pol> EuiS jlawly
6931 3l G g 488y gy S jlanly
03iS” gili—( 59,5 =043 0319 olww
uu,ml’ dw )l o.\#»)—uosm Ou)ﬂ;
s g 03 =iy 5 S 513 o
b 0333 5=3,90- goloe K 13
L3 )l Lxigan 0393132l s )15 s

28T o j odi-ol8 )15 (5 0ile b
ool 0 - AlBEI (59

oy 55 03)5- )0 2 Sl

How 395 U &y oo 5laallgd o 13
lbre (g o3 e S i

Hleal y3 oais Ua?;-)lf 2945 59)%9>
F8 50 3)lg= 58 S yiden lisw

S )l Bilowaaside 534

s S sy~ B 4ud A (5T
Lol Slus 49 8o -6 ¥ slas Sz
(I gian Jpdb 4533~ Se 5090 & ez ide))
Mo sl aKsaaly 9 gy ol >
il s Ay Bl yidele 595 403
U995 b by el gl 45 ol
il oS 5ol e S o5,
i) (s dga- il g

S K - 529 a0 45 S

AlT’s

Construction :'t'.-'-‘.Fl;'.lrh:':h'l'r'!l,tf
IS ez 33l olexsle LS dids
(BBl 035 BLol 32 Olaidle pisle

plo> 5 6551 S iloss '
.I’.

o

(408)-898-6474

www.alisconstruction.com Wexding and

Entertainment
Coordinator

Sl e Cupa b

4+ New Custom Home + Bathroom
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Let us Build your Coustom Dream Home :_! l !
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Location!

Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.
1 am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.
hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 E"-_'_E

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Official Services of ICCNC atl433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612 are included:

l Marriage: The Islamic marriage ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd” may be held
A. ¢ T atthe Center or at another location of your choice. The Center will issue a marriage certificate
. e that s accepted by the Interest Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
= the Center. ICCNC will issue a Divorce Certificate that is accepted by the Interest Section of
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Joining to Islam: ICCNC helps individuals interested in converting to Islam to go

Divorce: The Islamic divorce ceremonies and recitation of “Khutbeh Talagh® are held at

through the simple process. Also for those who reguire a document to show that they have
officially become a Muslim, ICCNC will issue a certificate to this effect.

ﬁr Islamic Burial: The Center provides complete funeral services. ICCNC has purchased
burial sites at Chapel of the Chimes in Hayward, California in the Muslim Section.

© wwwicencorg/fa @ (510) 8327600 Q info@icenc.org
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Pars Equality Center
1635 The Alameda
San Jose, CA 95126
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Pars Equality Center
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www.parsequalitycenter.org

A BIA Accredited Agency
501 (C)(3) Nonprofit Organization
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THREADING SALON

> 90 ol 4T JSlw
e

30 years of Experience. Serving Bay Area

ervice

aon

$10 EYEBROW THREADING Yo gplasg

JUisd + 90 (93,5 0954+ Li> + il (sl § 90 <5y + iy T + gyt il T + uSlg + 900 9 90l Ay +

e -~ ! 5-, =D 73

+Threading +Waxing +Bridal +Makeover +Full Hair Service +Facials +Hair Color +Henna...and much more!

All our facials are herbal & chemical FREE

(408)588-1215

3956 Rivermark Plaza
Santa Clara, CA 95054

Tues-Sat: 10am-8pm Sun. 10am-6pm
Closed Mondays

www.khoobsuratsalon.com

(408)774-1214

1014 East El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Mon- Sun: 11:am to 8:pm
Closed Mondays

Serving in Two Locations

Now Hiring
Threaders, Cosmetologist,
Estheticians, Full Time &

Part Time Receptionist

22
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

FOR IVEATTERNG FOF WAILFT-

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYEAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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PRESIDENT

Written & Directed by:
Mohsen Makhmalbaf

June10-16th

Lee Neighborhood Theaters
@  4-Star Theater

2200 Clement Sﬁ_.t§?n Franciseo, 94121

www.thepresidentmovie.com
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+ Relationships

+ Self-esteem

+ Behavior Problems

+ Adults & Teens

+ Life Choices

+ Happiness & Balance
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Professional Certified Life Coach
atoosa30@yahoo.com
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No matter what you want to change in life,
the process is the same. I can help you navigate this process.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
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location so you can focus on your guests. é)%é 0(} 9%%

(408)1998-0122

1392 S. Bascom Ave. San Jose, CA 95128
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Caroline Nasseri

Accident Lawyer
Car accidents happen every day.
When injuries are involved in
these accidents, it can become
very complicated and confus-
ing. If you were a passenger in

Iran’s Losing....
In fact, their opposition to the
civil rights of Baha'is and their
hatred of the religious minor-
ity is one of the only issues on
which they can all agree.
Voices of Dissent
Nevertheless, other religious
authorities think differently.
One was the late Ayatollah Hos-
sein-Ali Montazeri, the one-
time heir apparent to Ayatollah
Khomeini, who declared re-
peatedly that Baha’is be entitled
to civil rights and “Islamic com-
passion”. Another is Ayatollah
Abdolhamid Masoumi-Tehrani
who as a symbolic gesture, pre-
sented a gift to the Baha'i faith,
an intricate work of calligraphy
citing a passage from the faith’s
holy scripture. He also issued
a statement saying the gift was
“an expression of sympathy
and care from me and on behalf
of all my open-minded fellow
citizens who respect others for
their humanity and not for their
religion or way of worship — to
all the Baha’is of the world, par-
ticularly to the Baha’is of Iran
who have suffered in manifold
ways as a result of blind reli-
gious prejudice.”
And there are others. A few
months ago, Mohammad Ali
Abtahi, who was vice president
for reformist president Moham-
mad Khatami, defended the
rights of the Baha’is on Twitter.
“In the same way that the gov-
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Can I Claim Damages As An
Injured Passenger in a Car Accident?

a vehicle that got into an acci-
dent, you have the right to file
an injury claim.

First, you will need to determine
who you will be filing a claim
against: The insurance of the
driver/owner of the car you were
in or the other driver/owner of the
vehicle involved in the accident.
You can collect from both drivers
if there is mutual fault between
them. Even if one driver is only
slightly at fault, you can still col-
lect from them, since you had no-
fault at all as a passenger.

Understanding How
Passenger Claims Work
Let's say, for example, you were
riding in your friend's car when
you got hit by minivan from
behind. The driver of the mini-
van is mostly at fault, but your
friend braked a little late, so they
are slightly at fault too. You suf-
fer and injury and have to go to
the hospital, spend some time
at physical therapy, and pay for
medication. Your total damages
chalk up to $25,000. You file
an insurance claim against the

1.2 Million U.S. College
Students Boozing on Average Day

When they're not hitting the
books, many U.S. college stu-
dents are hitting the bars, a new
government report shows.
About 1.2 million full-time col-
lege students, aged 18 to 22,
drink alcohol, researchers from
the U.S. Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Admin-
istration (SAMHSA) found.
"Substance misuse at any age
can jeopardize one's health
and long-term well-being, but
college students may be par-
ticularly at risk because of the
pressures they face at this criti-
cal juncture of their lives," said
Frances Harding, director of
SAMHSA's Center for Sub-
stance Abuse Prevention.

ernment taxes people regardless
of their beliefs and their faith, it
has a duty to provide all citizens
with their civil rights without
exception,” he wrote. “Baha’is
and Muslims and Zoroastri-
ans...they are all citizens and
all pay taxes.”

Even those who remain silent
about the recent developments,
including a prominent seminary
in Qom, are sending a message,
as Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi
has pointed out in frustration.
Baha’is are also banned from
higher education and this has
led many human rights activists
to protest against the blatant de-

"College administration, faculty
and staff; students; parents; and
the surrounding community must
work to ensure that college stu-
dents get the effective prevention
programming and treatment ser-
vices they need," Harding added
in an agency news release.

The report examines substance
use by the nation's 9 million
full-time and 2 million part-time
college students. Researchers
found substance use, includ-
ing hallucinogens, prescription
painkillers and cocaine, a con-
cern for both populations.

The investigators found that on
an average day: Almost 2,200
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minivan driver, but they only
have $20,000 worth of insur-
ance coverage. Would you have
to pay the other $5,000 out of
pocket? No. You would then
collect the remaining $5,000
from your friend's insurance.
As the passenger, you have no
fault in the accident, which means
you can collect from all parties in-
volved in causing your damages.
When multiple cars or passen-
gers are involved, matters can
get even more complicated.

It is important to remember that
talking with a car accident at-
torney about your injuries can
greatly benefit your case.

full-time college students drink
alcohol for the first time.

About 650 full-time students
start using hallucinogens, al-
most 560 start non-medical
use of prescription pain reliev-
ers, and about 450 begin using
cocaine. Students who used al-
cohol in the past month drank
similar amounts, roughly 4
drinks a day on the days they
drank, whether they were part-
time or full-time, according to
the report.

For the report, SAMHSA re-
searchers analyzed 2011-2014
National Survey on Drug Use
and Health data.

The agency said it has various
programs for college campuses,
including grants to address un-
derage drinking and drug use.

The only way to deal with an unfree world is to become so absolutely

free that your very existence is an act of rebellion.

nial of a key civil right to Iran’s
biggest religious minority.

So what next? It is likely that
the regime will boost its efforts
against the Baha’is, despite the
promising signs elsewhere in
society. It will probably respond
to an increase in sympathy with
further crackdowns. But across
the media, a change is evident:
Iranian society is paying more
attention to human rights. It’s
a topic that the Iranian regime
has always tried to avoid when
it comes to the Baha’is. As the
news agency Mizan, which is
affiliated with Iran’s judiciary,
has outlined, Iran’s regime lead-

Albert Camus

ers are fearful that these visits
to Baha’i prisoners, and the
widespread reporting of them,
will have an impact on how
the United Nations reports
on Iran and its human rights
violations this year. It could
lead the international body to
issue even stronger condem-
nations that it has done in the
past, pointing to the change
in Iranian society as evidence
of what the people want. The
battle against the prevailing
narrative about the Baha’is of
Iran is well underway, and the
battle against the Baha’is has
truly been undermined.
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Iran’s Losing....
Both have been banned from
journalism, but are active and
outspoken on Twitter.
Three hours after Amrabadi’s
tweet, Masoud Bastani tweeted,
describing one of his experiences
while in prison: “The warden came
for inspection. He insulted a Baha’i
cellmate’s faith. When he looked at
me, I said ‘My fellow citizen. I feel
ashamed by your behavior.””
All of Fariba Kamalabadi’s visitors
had one thing in common: at one
time or another, they had shared a
cell with a Baha’i prisoner. “I did
not know any Baha’is before go-
ing to prison,” said Faezeh Hash-
emi. “I had no connections to the
Baha’i community. By putting
me in prison, the Islamic Republic
opened a new window in my life. |
came to know them.”
“Fifth-Class Citizens”
Filmmaker and former conser-
vative journalist Mohammad
Nourizad shared a cell with
Baha’is, and he, like Hashemi,
changed his views about them.
He told the BBC that, influenced
by the regime’s propaganda, he
once considered Baha’is to be
“fifth-class citizens,” but this
changed after he met with Baha’i
families. He also said he had ex-
pected to be attacked because of
his visits with Baha’is, but many
people, including some members
of the Revolutionary Guards and
government officials, praised him
and told him, “Like you, we are
ashamed of how the Baha’is are
treated, but we lack the courage
to say s0.”
Yet Faezeh Hashemi had a very
different response from hardlin-
ers, many of whom criticized
her. Her father has also taken
a hard line against the Baha’is,
and even described his daugh-
ter’s meeting with Fariba Ka-
malabadi as a “mistake.”
Religious authority Ayatol-
lah Nasser Makarem Shirazi
has voiced alarm that a greater
number of Iran’s establishment
figures have not been more out-
spoken. “I was waiting to see
whether others would object or
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not,” the ayatollah said — who is
known for being a Holocaust de-
nier, despite the fact that his ances-
tors were Iranian Jews. “Unfortu-
nately, I have heard nothing. Why
is everybody else silent?”
But could the “new window” to
which Faezeh Hashemi refers and
the “silence” that Ayatollah Ma-
karem Shirazi complains about
be signs of a changing attitude
among Iranians toward Baha’is?
Ayatollah Makarem Shirazi
is an old hand at being anti-
Baha’i. Like many other Shia
religious authorities, he has
issued forceful edicts against
Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity. He also played a prominent
role in the legal case that sent
Fariba Kamalabadi and her col-
leagues to prison. She and six
others were members of Yaran
— the “Friends of Iran.” The
group oversaw the activities of
the Baha’i community after the
Islamic Republic shut down the
Iranian National Baha’i Spiri-
tual Assembly. Eight years ago,
authorities arrested the group.
According to lawyer Mahnaz
Parakand who, along with the
Noble Laureate Shirin Ebadi and
two other lawyers, defended the
accused, when the case made its
way through the court, an assis-
tant prosecutor asked Ayatollah
Makarem Shirazi to provide his
legal opinion about what should
be done to the Baha’is. Respond-
ing to the prosecutor’s claims
that the group proselytized for
their faith, the ayatollah said that
if they had done it consistently
then the charge of “waging war
against God” should be added to
their other charges. Relying to a
considerable degree on this fat-
wa, the court sentenced the seven
members of Yaran to death, a ver-
dict that the appeals court later
reduced to 10 years in prison for
each of the seven defendants.

A Marked Change
The arrests took place in 2007.
Now, more than eight years
later, Fariba Kamalabadi, one
of the people Ayatollah Maka-
rem Shirazi believed deserved
the death penalty, has now been

given a leave of absence from
prison — and many Iranian citi-
zens and former political pris-
oners have welcomed the deci-
sion, and flocked to support her.
Considering the Shia clergy’s
long history of forceful pro-
paganda against the Baha'is of
Iran, the recent shift is quite re-
markable. According to journal-
ist and writer Faraj Sarkohi, the
Baha’i faith is the only religion
the Shia clergy has responded to
by creating a specific organiza-
tion [the Hojjatieh Society] to
combat its activities.

In his extensive report on the
subject, Mohamad Tavakoli-
Targhi, Professor of History
and Near and Middle Eastern
Civilizations at the University
of Toronto, writes that since
1941 numerous religious and
propaganda societies have been
formed in Iran — the sole pur-
pose of which has been to fight
Baha’is and their beliefs. (Read
a summary of the report here.)
The most well known of these
organizations are the Islamic
Promotion Society founded in

.
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1942 and the Society for Islam-
ic Teachings, which was cre-
ated a year later. According to
the founders of the Society for
Islamic Teachings, in 25 years,
the society founded 170 other
cultural societies that focused
primarily on destroying the
Baha’i faith. Even in the nine-
teenth-century under the Qajar
dynasty, and long before the
Islamic revolution, “making the
physical elimination of Babis
[the precursors to Baha’is] into
a joint state-clergy project, the
Shia clerics served as the co-ar-
chitects of a repressive and au-
thoritarian political structure,”
writes Tavakoli-Targhi.
Since then, Shia religious au-
thorities have been an essential
part of an anti-Baha’i propagan-
da campaign, issuing numerous
fatwas to facilitate their agen-
da. Over the last several days,
Iran’s hardline media have re-
minded its audience of these
fatwas issued by the Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamenei
and other religious authorities.
Continued on Page 57
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What Do Political Prisoners say
About the 1979 Revolution?

Fereshteh Nasehi

Once upon a time, when he was
very young, he was a revolution-
ary. Now he is an inmate at Evin
Prison. “I confess that I made a
mistake by taking part in the revo-
lution,” he says

>

A young inmate jumps in. “This is
the dish that you prepared for us with
your lack of wisdom,” he says. No
quarrel follows. The give-and-take
concludes with jokes and laughter.
Even so, the bitterness remains.
“This is not the first time that we
are gathering to argue over whether
the revolution was right or wrong,”
says Mehdi, another political pris-
oner. “I am too young, but some
of our old-timer inmates are well-
known figures from the revolution.
Sometimes, in a friendly environ-
ment, they come forward and con-
fess to some of their mistakes. It
happens a lot that the elders confess
to their mistakes in the presence of
the burnt-out younger generation
that is paying for their revolution.”
Mehdi hastens to add that he is not
a supporter of the late Shah, Mo-
hammad Reza Pahlavi. “We are
not for the monarchy, and we are
against the return of the monar-
chy,” he says. “But the revolution
was a mistake and the same despo-
tism remains.”

“The People Didn’t Do It”
Naser is another political prisoner.
He views the revolution from a
more historical angle. “The revo-
lution was done by the leftists and
the Islamists, not by the people,”
he says. “The Marxists and the
trained forces of the left got into
the action with dreams of fighting
imperialism. They were joined by
Islamists and certain individu-
als...who wrote in their memoirs
that they had received guerrilla
training in Palestine and southern
Lebanon. They received finan-
cial help and arms from Palestine,
Pakistan, Iraq and Libya to start a
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revolution in Iran. The Marxists
and the Islamists brought people
into the streets with false promises
and denied Iran the opportunity for
evolutionary progress. Look at the
newsreels from that time. Most of

- 3 . ¥

the participants in the demonstra-
tions were supporters of the Peo-
ple’s Mojahedin Organization, the
[Marxist] People’s Fadaei Guerril-
las, and the Islamists.”

Mr. G. is areformist inmate at Evin.
He has a different take on 1979.
“None of us participated in the rev-
olution with the idea of the society
that exists today,” he says. “We had
no premonition that those clear and
great ideas would be discarded once
the revolutionaries took power and
that people, including those of us
who were the children of the same
revolution, would be treated this
way. The ideas were distorted and
the direct proof is that we are now
in prison. In those days, the revolu-
tionaries used the situation of politi-
cal prisoners as a propaganda tool
for the victory of the revolution.
They asked why the children of this
country must go to prison because
of their beliefs. Now, nobody asks
why are we in prison.”

“The government of Shapour
Bakhtiar, the Shah’s last prime
minister, had opened the doors to
political freedom,” says an impris-
oned nationalist. “He established
a kind of constitutional monarchy
that, in the end, would have ben-
efited Iran. To be honest, I cannot
call the events of 1979 a revolu-
tion. I believe it was an Islamic
insurgency. According to the statis-
tics gathered by the journalist and
human rights activist Emadeddin
Baghi, all those killed or executed
under the Pahlavi regime from
1963 to 1979 numbered around
1,200. Compare this to the number
of political executions that the cur-
rent regime has carried out.”
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Iran's Losing Battle against the Baha'is
Reza HaghighatNejad

“It’s very simple,” tweeted
journalist Mahsa Amrabadi on
May 16. “When you live for so
many months with somebody,
you are not just going to miss
her, you are going to miss her
terribly — especially if that per-
son is Fariba Kamalabadi.”

On May 10, prison authorities
granted Baha’i leader Fariba
Kamalabadi temporary free-
dom. She had spent eight years
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behind bars, and missed some of
the key moments in her family’s
life, including her daughter’s grad-
uation and wedding, and the birth
of her first grandchild. She was
told she had five days to catch up
with family, and then she would
be returned to prison, where she
would serve out the remaining two

“Right Revolution,
Wrong Revolutionaries”

A journalist who is serving time
in Evin Prison’s ward 7 believes
that the revolution was right, but
the revolutionaries were wrong.
“The country has sunk into corrup-
tion up to his neck,” he says. “The
people and the intellectuals were
used and discarded. What is inter-
esting is that when I ask anybody
in the prison whether they partici-
pated in anti-Shah demonstrations,
they utterly deny it. It appears that
for these old men, such a thing has
turned into a badge of dishonor.”
But Sadegh, another political pris-
oner, does not deny that he partici-
pated in the 1979 demonstrations.
“I was a high school student and
I was young,” he says. “I cannot
deny that I got caught in the excite-
ment. It was fascinating for us to
take part in the demonstrations. To
tell the truth my friends and I went
to the streets because we liked the
excitement and skipping school. It
was exciting for us to take part in
a struggle, even if we had no idea
what it was about.”

years of her sentence.

But Mahsa Amrabadi and oth-
ers, including Faezeh Hashemi,
the daughter of former presi-
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani, the
human rights lawyer Nasrin
Sotoudeh, Sotoudeh’s husband,
the graphic artist Reza Khan-
dan, and journalists Zhila Bani
Yaghoub and Bahman Ahmadi
Amouee jumped at the chance

Mahsa Amrabadi and her part-
ner Masoud Bastani were
among the first journalists to
be thrown in jail after the 2009
disputed presidential election.
They each received a seven-
year prison sentence, and are
now free.

Continued on Page 58

Hossein is a “security” prisoner
who was born after the revolution.
He says he has no idea about those
days, but has talked about them
with his father. “My father was a
teacher and was active in the 1978-
79 demonstrations,” he says. “But
it surprised me that he always de-
nied it, as though he had something
to be ashamed of. Every time our
discussions turned into quarrels,
I would tell him that he should at
least accept his responsibility. He
would answer, ‘We were young
and clueless. We came into the
street to participate in the excite-
ment of the people.””

“My father says that until a few
months before the revolution,
he had never heard of Ayatollah
Khomeini,” Hossein says. “It was
only a few months before the rev-
olution that he turned into a char-
ismatic figure.” If the revolution-
aries had not prevented gradual
reforms in Iran, Hossein says, it
would have been to everybody’s
benefit. “Perhaps today our coun-
try would have been ahead of
many developed countries.”
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