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Like us on Facebook:
Razi Farsi School & Art Academy

www.raziacademy.com
info@raziacademy.com
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Payam I}M Shayani, ESQ
T Aceident Attorney
Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

7916);42-9999 (408)777-8867 (925)777-0432

980 9th 'Street, 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
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Mohamad Harandi

Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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(408)605-1138
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Foruz Yassini

AAA Montclair

2220 Mountain Blvd., Suite 120
Oakland, CA | 94611

License #: 0G19594

AAA Multi-policy Discount

You could save when you bundle your Auto,
Home or Life policies. Get a Quote today.

AAA can help make sure you have the right amount of coverage
= to protect you, your property and your love ones. Combine your
policies and discover the value of personal service.

gaeogoses (gl 39

Call or visit me today.

(510) 336-7120 ForuzYassini@goAAA.com
Lol je 9l 3ilgi s0 AAA dow ize €8 g
.A&S&Blﬁ?&oﬁ(ﬂ)ﬂj)uﬂﬁlﬁw,)w,wiwwm
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Accounting & Tax Services
vIntegrity ~Respect

vCommitment ~Expertise
Advisor You Can Count On!
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Mitra Forozesh Behnam, MBA, RTRP, CRTP

+Accounting & Auditing o plus 9 6 )lulus+

+Tax Consulting SWb 531, aslip+

+Tax Preparation KV BYSRRLI N PR

+Auditing Process, IRS,FTB,BOE,EDD o yolu 30l 445 +

Work: (209)835-9655  (408)440-9622

Fax: (209)740-2764

cell: (209)740-2764

www.behnamaccounting.com 4+ behnamaccounting@yahoo.com

504 W 11th Street, Tracy, CA 95376
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Tel:(925)734-6400

SOMA

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING, INC.,
e syuain fS3 L pde &

Py T 3,8 jua3 > 025 Jlr - ) Gl
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+Phase I & II Environmental Site Assessment
+Regulatory Compliance Monitoring

+S0il & Groundwater Remediation
+Site Closure

6620 Owens Drive, Suite A, Pleasanton, CA 94588

Cell:(925)381-3247
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC

P95 9 0ga> N
S8 g by g0
O plad 1= 290 49 ot g 00 €0
S 50 g gl iy 3 (UCLA) o il .0
“Hgcwy PU ols cid g

+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com
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Dr. Michelle Haghpanah, b.n.S., M.PH.
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

S5 (70 85y s dogy 51
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
v up + Hiring & Training Instructors
1 + Licensed & Bonded

5 y> 5 & yra 515 huogy (S 1)) o
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249

R
S‘\\
oz\~ ?

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

J 4 (ylogio 408 bro dud> (ol of
KW )‘}f .. g&dlﬁ' )é OS> )5»

I35 2 S 53 Sl 3 )N ¥/ o g3 it 39 05 5 I35 Ologio & (S b gl dudr (gl
it ol Oyl 31T 31 518 68 ol e FA daSTono b sl 53 8515 ol 0

55 5T gl gl BIS &

a das 53 S 0w IR b s
35 il s

OM pday sk 4 ol <
S Kl aiy x> asdly ol
0k 5 S opl by S5 olbcdds
REY W ruﬁlcéfjcél;i °L'§g:.~|)
lecayu.\fﬁjlbju‘}
b.\?}ﬁ(ﬂb)&f%@b&ﬁj‘d}w
» PUsS 5 as by ol Clié w
[J\S-l YIS s sl )l Lg,:f‘,b
ol o&iws aisls Gy, 53 a8 Wn S
O PO SV VT 2 I o
oy skl il gled gliwals
35 plol; LS Jow

Hlodd agie ol gl e el &
Onsb 3l el oo 4 e ol

S sy ol gl
AV ade Sllg! gluasls and> ol s
G 5 I8 sl 2 ) plega )

ol LS 3195 3015 50 31 Cuddl gl Foo st

el 0 ol rels J 18 Cov aiate
w838 ol o V) S35 gl g
0856 Wl okily o 3l Jbd

DRE# 01066478
Thoh A Colo Se5 (solaibl byl b S 4595 @
Tandg iy ) OU &l alys (o0 Sloy Candge ol )3 Sz sb 4z w1 @

Res: (408)879-9343
pir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

POV g i 23T ) Cunyd 3L 5 AT e o
AP e I I IO Sy e
Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties

LSSL Gb 5leas s b 4l JulS e sl caws o b

419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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Bus: (408)369-2000
Cell: (408)781-1200
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Residential Property Inspection
Property Inspector in San Jose Area
Since 2008
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Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

cen: (408)234-5793
office: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+No Cost Short Sales

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

DRE#01326116+NMLS# 344666

m MLS hamidr63@yahoo.com 4 www.hamidreiisi.com ﬂ

1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008
9
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"Buyer of single items to full estates

MemoryLaneAntiquesSanJose@gmail.com
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« Tax Audit

San Jose, CA 95124
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«Tax prepra.ﬂon (ind!vidual &

«Specialized in “C,” “S,” & LLC

«Monthly bookkeeping

«Accounting system & installation

1900 Camden Ave, Suite 204
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Location!

Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

I am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 E‘Tﬂ

(408)-366-2180 + (408)-253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

(408)712-3788
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1
San Jose, CA 95124

Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about

learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Aqua Med Massage &9 (b jlulo

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara g4 ;0 618 13y Jilo s 5l 6wy J3SI

7SS

(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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S Ol DS 5 1) Cuel 9 530 OT >
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Our goal is to provide a safe & clean
environment with healthy meals, lots
of love, care & creative learning experience.

920 Obgh o e b
Lic.#434414083

Ages 1 month
to 8 years old

Monday-Friday 7:30 to 5:30

Cell: (408)826-2467 Work:(408)217-8984
2650 Keystone Ave., # 65, Santa Clara, CA 95051
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Take your pick from our affordable
selection of treatments & Skin Care products,
& we will take care of the rest.
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Family Law:
+Divorce (Litigation & Mediation)
+Prenuptial Agreements
Estate Planning:

+Wills & Living Trust
Taxation:

+IRS & State Tax problems
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Experience and results matter.
Our law firm has both.

Camelia Mahmoudi
Attorney at Law/J.D., LL.M. Taxation

(408)658-8580

camelia@camelialaw.com + www.camelialaw.com
2021 The Alameda, Suite 200. San Jose, CA 95126
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\\ Accounting, Auditing & Tax Services
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1= Tax Planning
1="Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

="Tax Problem Resolution

1= Responsive to Your Needs
izReliable Service =="Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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www.TheBayAreaHomes.us

Ladan Elahi , Broker Associate, CDPE, GRI

(925)336-0227" +

BRE # 01866376

760 Camino Ramon #200, Danville, Ca 94526
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Weekly classes and workshops include English as a second language, citizenship courses, career development
and job placement, basic computer training, art therapy and legal advice.

www.parsequalitycenter.org

Los Angeles location:
4954 Van Nuys Blvd, Suite 201, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

(818) 616-3091

San Jose location:
1635 The Alameda, San Jose, CA 95126

(408) 261-6400

PARS
EQUALITY
CENTER
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Michelle Nguyen, Agent

Gotta love a good combo
...especially when it saves you money

| can help you save an average of $ 600
Talk to me about combining your
renters and auto insurance today

Get to a better State. Get State Farm.
Call me today.

Wl (S 5 o)l s rgml (ou)lb sla 0l L b
oo StateFarm =5 sl s Ko b 4 pily 0 g 9

Mon-Fri 9am - 5:30 pm
Saturday 10am - 1pm
After hours by appointment
*Average annual per household savings based on a xxxx national survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL 1201143
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Ali’s
Construction & 'Remodb{ing

Celebrating 18 Y ears in Business
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+ New Custom Home + Room Additions + Bathroom + Kitchen Remodel

Let us Build your Coustom Dream Home




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 280 (MAY 2015)

5038 65 o dlae Kol 5l s 5
] 358 Jal 5 WSone oo Cos b
..\A:wbﬁq‘gw.}“ﬂ}:"’
Bl 51 g b5 b9 ol T
19215 06 1 25U 5 539ls2 38
Caul C,Jz» 02 02 gl Il ol B3
NS w5 s s alip s
&Q@ledjhu.gu&w;:‘*’
S50 ol 0 s 0sh 2B g ol &
N 535wl 4l aaiis 4 L
28 ol spd o ,885,5 oM s

c~“.a§|, Ll Sod U“:"} AJ‘QJA &Lb
s 5oy gl Jae sl &l ol
DBl 535 dle glb a2 oo
el om & ol e o)
Wil wls e G 2 el )
o 1) Sennl 5 il
U T R e S S T P b
L a2 oo 5 51 s o) Ll

S b
27y e w0l e oy ol s
S culgl o L3 e e,
S wad Ol e L8
M5 phs ol aes GRIB,
wl il lasny s os, o
i s 5 e pliin s
o) Slaie 03 o oo Ll sd e S
IR 5l oS el G o5,
Ol 50 2 2 AU o b
23 I8 ok 2 v ol pa S
e 5 b o3 &S S0 b any
355 Span Gy sl ALF
sl € Sl ol & 6l Je)
4 O G S e e ol
Cw b Gl s e 4 b don
@l 6 TN FPPPWIPES IV P
ol 5 ohd ci W b odae
&S cwl ONae i b o2 0l

T
S‘\\
oz\~ ?

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

Mol Jolaie ca¥lgia
Skt (139 03LYd

._h\

é,.; )l o él.«*waj JLol o)
;,u;ﬁ...;g@‘..‘.;u,)‘olﬂl
o J-’ S5 '5)‘ wb gﬂuh’
O‘ obL@.udSw‘tijBJ)‘)Lu
Ju L;'Lé-wu By mdy S
oW d)lw-‘usfxu.ﬁx‘
sl r‘);‘ S ﬁ‘: U'.'.‘ oo
S M 2 3l 03 b s K
Lol ols o & 258 (g0 @ gume
.J;J&J‘
& IS 3t & 31 g 3 06 LT
Sl g0 &l po NS K 3 9 (K o G
199,85 0 518 b co T &) cl b g
05 0% S & il oS 0 K b
Cup o & b w8 o ails e
2 0k olasl ey o g5 Wl
bl | 05 ol &8 el ol
o gl &S Wl (e s s

plinle Oluls

Gl (Mol o (o200 9 991

lp 45 jgbilen 3ty by LT

Tl a5 OU) sl Sl 3o O3 0
5 Sl gl Bius A ads
oils 06 5 ola e sl bl s
(S oz Xl el plul
ol @l 0 olbe Gu WUl
Lo o b ol s
i b ol 586 Ol &S
3l 8 cul 5oy ilin &
iy 4 b e L1, a8
. R'35%) U'i‘ B (0 Q‘J‘ 35>
s o2 S 3 rr REV P
050 Yl 1 Ls aluil oy wila
Lmahu‘jb})\&}b)ﬁ&bkb}
) el 548 _Jl.ul 5 o & slaxel
wwﬁbgl J..y‘jwds.).b:@

ke Al sk s ol
Ll a ey bo B m
Olnl sy 0U) 5 &8 (S e
sl W & olwn el S

S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firesrone

5 MICHELIN

FOR INTATTEANE FO# VAR~

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYFAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Feng Shui & Astrology Certified Consultant
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+ Relationships
+ Self-esteem
+ Behavior Problems
+ Adults & Teens
+ Life Choices
+ Happiness & Balance
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Professional Certified Life Coach
atoosa3)@yahoo.com
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No matter what you want to change in life, the process is the same. | can help you
navigate this process. Together we identify what matters most to you, what has
been limiting you, & we design a personalized action plan to help you move forward.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
Serving the Bay Area
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New Yorik L Insurance Company

Olive Zaiton Behashti /| Agent
Focused on your goals, Well-Trained & Up to Date

<Life Insurance
“Annuities

<Long Term Care Insurance
<Retirement Income
<Investments

office: (408)452-6119
cer- (510)395-0753

Lic #OH69657

17311

shti@ft.newyorklife.com
y Drive, Suite 400, San Jose, CA 95110
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www.BeLoveKnow.com

+ Discovering & Clearing Limiting Beliefs
+ Goal Setting & Time Management
+ Improving Life in Health, Relationship, Success, Spirituality

Arayeh Norouzi/ Personal Development Coach
Certified by Achieve Today & Joe Vitale (A star in the movie “Secret”)

27 Farehook BeLoveKnow

(831)915-9438
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CALL FOR FREE CONSULTATION
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A08.913.6060 e info@conuremedia.com
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Caroline Nasseri

Accident Lawyer

As a small business owner, you will
inevitably face difficult workplace
situations. Common issues, like time
off requests, may be easier to prepare
for, but uncommon scenarios can be
tricky. Here are seven challenging sce-
narios, along with best practice tips to
help you navigate them.

Employee crashing at the office
An employee has been living out
of his office for several weeks.
His supervisor has just discovered
the situation.

Establish a policy on being at the of-
fice after hours, and apply it fairly
and consistently. At a minimum, in-
form employees that time spent at the
office is for work time and that your
company policy prohibits sleeping
at the office overnight. If applicable,
consider referring the employee to
your Employee Assistance Program
if you learn of underlying issues im-
pacting the situation. Additionally,
review your security system and pro-
cedures to prevent the problem from
happening again.
Note: If the employee performed work
while staying at the office after hours,
make sure that you have properly com-
pensated him for all time worked.
“Smelly” food
A few employees have complained
about a co-worker eating “smelly”
food at her desk.
It’s a best practice to request that
employees eat in a lunch or break
room, rather than at their desks.
In addition to managing unpleas-
ant odors, eating lunch away from
work stations can help prevent em-
ployees from working during un-
paid meal periods. Remember that
food might be representative of an
employee’s national origin or re-
ligion, so apply your lunch policy
consistently and fairly to avoid im-
plicating nondiscrimination laws.
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7 Tricky Workplace Issues
& How to Address Them

Lunch thief

Employees are complaining about
someone stealing their lunches.
When employees share the same
refrigerator at work, lunches some-
times disappear. Consider rules that
expressly prohibit employees from
taking food that does not belong to
them. In addition, outline circum-
stances where it may be acceptable
for employees to “help themselves”
(such as when there is leftover food
from a company luncheon). Don’t let
employees store food in the refrig-
erator for long periods of time and
clean it out regularly so employees
know the food isn’t “up for grabs.” If
problems persist, consider additional
steps, such as sending a company-
wide email about the issue, recom-
mending employees store their lunch
in an insulated bag instead of using
the refrigerator, and monitoring the
kitchen area (in accordance with
applicable laws). If you identify the
culprit, discipline him or her in ac-
cordance with company policy.

Cluttered workspace
An employee complained that a co-
worker is a “hoarder” and that the
co-worker’s workspace is “a mess.”
Meet with the co-worker privately
and review your company’s policy
on maintaining a neat and orderly
workspace. Explain why the work-
space violates company rules and
discuss ways to improve it. Docu-
ment all conversations and actions
taken to address the issue.
The co-worker’s behavior may be the
result of an underlying condition so
be sensitive and avoid using terms
like “hoarder” or “hoarding.” If you
learn that he or she may have a dis-
ability, begin an "interactive process"
to discuss how the disability impacts
their behavior and what accommoda-
tions may help. Under the Americans
with Disabilities Act (ADA), and sim-
ilar state laws, you may be required to
provide reasonable accommodations,
such as time off to receive counseling,
providing containers for storage and
organization, or using electronic com-
munications instead of paper to help
reduce clutter.

Loud talker

Employees have complained that
colleagues talk so loudly on their
phones that they have trouble get-
ting work done.

In addition to asking employees to
keep their voices down when on the
phone, designate certain enclosed ar-
eas of the workplace as quiet zones
or places where employees can make
phone calls. If your facility has an
open floor plan, consider sound-ab-
sorbing barriers or white noise ma-
chines to mask background noise.
Note: Whether the employee is creat-
ing the noise or is the one complain-
ing of excess noise, if the employee
has a condition that qualifies as a dis-
ability, you may be required by the
ADA, and similar state laws, to pro-
vide a reasonable accommodation.

Long beard

An employee is growing a long
beard, but company policy requires
beards to be trimmed. The employ-
ee is in a customer-facing position.
If the beard violates your dress and
grooming standards, meet with the
employee in private and discuss
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your concerns. Keep in mind that if
the employee is growing the beard
for religious reasons, you must
generally provide an exception to
your grooming policy, unless it
would impose an undue hardship
on your business. Discuss poten-
tial accommodations to address the
employee’s sincerely held religious
beliefs and practices if appropriate.
Marijuana
An employee is located in a state
that permits recreational marijua-
na. He asks if he can smoke mari-
juana during his breaks, since
employees are able to smoke
cigarettes during breaks.
Regardless of the state, you still
have the right to prohibit the pos-
session of, use of, and impair-
ment by marijuana (recreational
and medical) on company prem-
ises and during work time. Re-
view your policies to determine
whether any updates are needed
in light of recent developments in
marijuana laws.
Conclusion:
When approaching any workplace
situation, apply your policies con-
sistently and fairly, and remember to
comply with applicable federal, state,
and local laws.
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(TN N TS A We also get to experience the vast

The 58th San Francisco beauty of the Russian taiga. Most

of the residents are elderly, with little to do but live on their pen-
sions. In fact, it feels as though the village is slowly dying, eventu-
ally to be forgotten. Although the film imbues an atmosphere of

melancholy and nostalgia,
there is plenty of tender-
ness, joy, and perseverance.
Life goes on.

In the opening credits of
Lisandro Alonso’s Jauja
(Argentina), the film’s title
is described as a mythical
land of abundance which
has driven many who have

searched for it to ruin. Viggo Mortensen co-produced and stars as
an 18th century Danish engineer traveling with his daughter in the
Patagonia desert. (Viggo Mortensen also co-produced and stars in
another festival film, Far From Men.) There is plenty of searching
in the movie, but it becomes clear that if Jauja does exist, it is in
our hearts.

Experimenter is the closing night movie on Thursday May 7 at
Castro Theatre at 7 PM followed by celebration. This inventive
and playful biography of scientist Stanley Milgram revisits his
famous experiment, in which subjects were made to believe they
were administering electric shocks to others in order to test why
people will cede to authority, no matter how brutal the request. An
examination of scientific ethics, the drama also explores the moral
consequences of "just following orders." Anchored by a riveting
performance from Peter Sarsgaard as Milgram, iconoclastic genius
Michael Almereyda (Hamlet) has delivered a timely and important
film about the role of science in our society.

For complete film listings and to purchase tickets, please visit the
festival web site:

http://festival.sffs.org/

The San Francisco Film Society continues to show the best of
world cinema year-round at the Sundance Kabuki Cinemas as well
as presenting the San Francisco International Animation Festival,
New Italian Cinema and French Cinema Now series every year.
For more information about SF Film Society and membership,
please visit: http://www.sffs.org/

Only Breath
Not Christian or Jew or Muslim, not Hindu
Buddhist, sufi, or zen. Not any religion
or cultural system. I am not from the East
or the West, not out of the ocean or up
Jfrom the ground, not natural or ethereal, not
composed of elements at all. I do not exist,
am not an entity in this world or in the next,
did not descend from Adam and Eve or any
origin story. My place is placeless, a trace
of the traceless. Neither body or soul.
I belong to the beloved, have seen the two
worlds as one and that one call to and know,
first, last, outer, inner, only that
breath breathing human being. Rumi
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4 Most Amazing Places On
Earth, Must See Once in Llfe

The Gardens at Marqueyssac,
Vézac, France

The town of Vézac in the Dordogne
region of France is home to one of the
world’s most magnificent landscapes,
the famed Gardens of Marqueyssac.
These stunningly sculptural landscapes
which was built during the 17th century.

Capilano Suspension Bridge,

Vancouver, British Columbia
The Capilano Suspension Bridge is a
simple suspension bridge on the Capilano
River, located in Vancouver, British Co-
lumbia, Canada. With length of 140 me-
tres and 70 metres hight, the bridge is the
most popular tourist charms.

Benteng Chittorgarh,
India

Located in Rajasthan state of west-
ern India, this place belongs to the
benteng or fort that has inspired
and given attention to travellers
and historians from all over the
world.

Blue Caves, Zakynthos Island,

Greece

Blue caves villa is probably the
best place to be in Zakynthos, the
largest islands in the Ionian sea. On
the West cost where Zakynthos of-
fers one of its most stunning views:

the blue caves.
@@&3@3@@@@@

* 2% the whole world blind.

3% DONATED
r- MONTHLYTO
"HUMANITARIAN
PROJECTS




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 280 (MAY 2015)

The 58th
San Francisco -
International INTERHATIOHAL
Film Festival
April 23-May 7, 2015

Jamileh Davoudi

The 58th San Francisco International Film Festival once again daz-
zled the city on April 23. The historic Castro Theater was filled to
capacity with movie lovers when San Francisco Film Society Exec-
utive Director Noah Cowan took to the stage to officially launch the
Festival. The opening night movie was Steve Jobs: The Man in the
Machine directed by Alex Gibney who attended in person. What
inspired the Oscar-winner director, Gibney to make this documen-
tary was how people who never knew Jobs were moved to tears by
the death of a businessman who sold them products!

This year’s festival presents 181 very different films from 46 coun-
tries. Some are politically charged (Maidan), some dealing with a
city’s secret and denial (Bota), some with twist in gender, friend-
ship and romantic attraction s \ |
(The New Girlfriend), some Es

concerned with police bru- =
tality and African American S
life (The Black Panthers: ¢
Vanguard of the Revolu-;
tion), some with existential EEs
comedy (Two Shots Fired), X8
some visually compelling

(The Postman’s White Nights), and some a cross between a West-
ern, a fairy tale, and a dream (Jauja).

Maidan (Ukraine), directed by Sergei Loznitsa, is based on long
shots captured during 90 days of the people’s uprising in Kiev’s
<= Maidan square as a reaction
to president Viktor Yanu-
kovych’s ongoing refusal to
sign a political and econom-
ic association pact with the
European Union Loznitsa’s

“about civil riots with talk-
ing heads and voiceover. It
is a story told by his still camera filming people whether singing,
sleeping, fighting, getting injured, attending funerals and celebrat-
ing victory. Watching this movie feels like being part of the protest
in Maidan square!

A café with a car on the roof and a bed in a gap under the porch,
Bota, meaning “the world” in Albanian, is the center of social life
in an Albanian town in middle of nowhere. Directed by Iris Elezi
and Thomas Logoreci, the movie portrays the lives of three people
running the café, and slowly reveals their hidden past. With a rare
chance to see an Albanian movie, be prepared for a lively, multi-
layered drama! Two screenings: May 3, 9:15PM Sundance Kabuki
and May 7, 6:00PM Sundance Kabuki.

59

T
S‘\\
o:\~ ?

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

The New Girlfriend (France), directed by Francois Ozon, opens
with a beautiful bride being made up not for her wedding but for
her funeral. Young Laura leaves behind her infant child, her hus-
band David, and her best friend Claire who has promised to look af-
ter her family. When Claire
finds out David dresses in
his wife’s clothes while tak-
ing care of the baby, one
expects a “coming out of
the closet” story to follow.
Wrong! What follows is a
complex, and at times, con-
fusing romantic attraction

Tlll{é New Girlfriend
between Claire and David as her new girlfriend.
Stanley Nelson’s timely documentary, The Black Panthers: Van-
guard of the Revolution, covers the iconic Black Panther Part

rise in the 1960s and its dis-
integration several years later.
Using archival footage and in-
terviews, the film covers both
the party leaders and lesser
known rank members, many
of them women who did the
Black Panther’s daily work. ¥ ¥

Showing the racial discrimi- |
nation, poverty and police brutality, the rational for urban Black youth
in Oakland to join BPP as a vehicle for change becomes trivial. The
movie will open in the Bay area in September, a must-see!

Two Shots Fired (Argentina), directed and written by Martin Rejtman,
strips life from drama, emotions, and attachment. As such, the movie

! opens with a teenager dancing
at a club until dawn, comes
" U home, swims, mows the lawn,
finds a gun and fires two shots
into his temple and stomach,
then returns home from the
hospital, barely injured and
mows the lawn a week later!

~Two Shots Fired Martin focuses on scenes and
not plots. He uses the camera from a distance observing the cast with-

out any psychology and emotions.

The veteran Russian director, Andrei Konchalovsky (The First
Teacher, A Nest of Gen- s ™
tifolk, Uncle Vanya), re-
turns to SFIFF after many
years with the astonishingly
beautiful and reflective The
Postman's White Nights. In
a remote lakeside village in
northeast Russia, the film
follows Lyokha as he makes

T——————

ey =

The Postman’s White Nights
his rounds delivering the mail by boat and on foot. Through
him we get to meet the villagers, all of whom are portrayed by

Continued on Page 58

non-actors.
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Biden meets with family of US
Marine imprisoned in Iran

In a meeting with relatives of a U.S. Marine imprisoned in Iran, Vice
President Joe Biden said a "good atmosphere" has been created with
the Islamic Republic to work toward the release of Amir Hekmati,
according to his family.

Biden met in Detroit with the
family of Hekmati, who was ar-
rested in August 2011 on allega-
tions of spying for the CIA while
visiting his ailing grandmother
and other relatives in Iran. Dur-
ing his nearly four-year imprison-
ment, Hekmati has been drugged,
whipped and told a heartbreaking
lie that his mother died in a car
accident, his family said.

The meeting with the vice presi-

dent renewed the family's hope
that Hekmati will be freed, the
man's sister, Sarah Hekmati, told
FoxNews.com. "He was very un-
derstanding and supportive and
he reassured us that Amir has
been a priority since the begin-
ning," Sarah Hekmati said. "We
felt good about the meeting."

"He wanted to let us know Amir
is not forgotten," she added. "He
said there's a good atmosphere
that’s been created for them to
discuss Amir's case [with Iran]."
She said Biden asked the fam-
ily's permission to make the Ma-
rine Corps veteran's plight "more
public." Shortly after the private
meeting with the Hekmati family,
Biden's office took to Twitter:
Hekmati was taken into custody
in August 2011 on accusations
of espionage for the CIA. In De-
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cember of that same year, Iranian
state television aired a videotaped
confession from the leatherneck
in which he had stated that he had
sneaked into Iran to establish a
CIA presence. His family said at
the time that he was coerced into
making the statement.

In January 2012, Hekmati was
sentenced to death, but the rul-
ing was overturned two months
later, after the Iranian Supreme
Court ordered a retrial. Two years
later, Hekmati is still awaiting a
new day in court. His family told
FoxNews.com last month month
they believe the recent “frame-
work” nuclear agreement be-
tween the West and Iran will help
to free the Marine.

Biden’s visit came days after
Hekmati was reportedly taunted
by prison guards who told him
President Obama called for the
release of another prisoner in Iran
during the White House Corre-
spondents Dinner on April 25, but
did not mention his name.
According to the family, Hekmati
called his mother from the notori-
ous Evin prison in Tehran and told
her what the prison guards had
said to him, KMBZ.com reported.
In an emotional letter to the White
House shortly thereafter, Sarah
Hekmati demanded to know why
President Obama has never public-
ly mentioned her brother’s name.
“Why has President Obama yet to
utter the name Amir Hekmati?”
his sister wrote. “Why on days
significant for Amir -- Memorial
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Day, Veterans’ Day, the anniver-
sary of his death sentence, the an-
niversary of his imprisonment --
President Obama cannot say the
name Amir Hekmati out loud, but
he can say it for Jason Rezaian
and he can say it for Pastor Abedi-
ni? Why when we make a request
is it ignored? Why am I forced to
write this email to you AGAIN,
the same subject AGAIN, the
same plea AGAIN?”

Obama mentioned Hekmati in a
written statement in March about
U.S. citizens detained or missing
in Iran. He also personally raised
Hekmati’s case in September
2013 during a phone call with Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouhani,
but has never publicly mentioned
Hekmati’s name.

Secretary of State John Kerry
met with his Iranian counterpart,
Iran’s Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, but a read-out of
that meeting has yet to be released
by the State Department.

The White House has repeatedly
said that negotiations on Iran’s
nuclear program are separate from
other matters, cautioning that
other issues, such as the release of
American prisoners, could harm
efforts to reach a deal on the coun-
try’s nuclear ambitions.

Sarah Hekmati said that while the
administration publicly says the
talks are separate, they are “defi-
nitely parallel.”

“It’s been a long draining process
and we just want it to be over
with,” she said.
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