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Aceident Attorney
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties

Res: (408)879-9343
pir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.
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SELLYOUR
HOME WITH
US AND SAVE

THOUSANDS IN
COMMISSION!

You will only
pay 3.5% to
sell your home

Call today to SAVE!

1% to listing broker
2.5% to buyers broker Bahar: 408-442-4547
Shawn: 408-313-5900
Commision Fee 6% 3.5% You Save!

$1,000,000 Home $60,000 $35,000 $25,000
$1,500,000 Home $90,000 $52,500 $37,500
$2,000,000 Home $120,000 $70,000 $50,000
$3,000,000 Home $180,000 $105,000 $75,000
$5,000,000 Home $300,000 $175,000 $125,000
$8,000,000 Home $480,000 $280,000 $200,000

Commissions are negotiable and not set by law.

Bahar Hatami & Shawn Hatami

¢ 408-313-5900

— www.Thehatamiteam.com

l ' X 1601 S. De Anza Blvd Ste 260 Cupetino Ca 95014
License # 01994689 - 01169715

I I 11
® REALTY"
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot

Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

D9 (0 4 oy 1 Aoy S
National Foot & Ankle Center
(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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WEBYGOLD.

LA JOLLA
We buy and sell Diamodn, Gold,

Watches, Silver, Platinum, Coins

We offer Custom Designs,
Jewelry & Watch batteries & repair

lcels 9 Blgz O3 i 9 s
Dgh (o0 4 gy ol 9 M9 9N B

Certified Pre-Owned Rolex Watches

One of the largest
selection of Rolex Watches
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Ardalan Alizadeh
Real Estate Broker
CABRE# 01704065

Real Estate Smm:L, Inc.
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ICCNC Ramadan 2018 .
{1439 AH) Programs =

.Jl.h.il,jh.i- u#;auﬁb#wwd'ﬁh -fam,ff}iﬁgjtwj”hﬁx-

wokiss il Sy p M Ll aF 300 sbles (00g) 1F acs b 10 )aaes Wlaa! dab ae jlai

' / Ramadan Olény olo yo sLoVlvn Ai¥lw ofyg 4ol . ¥
Open House

Snt. Moy 26, 2015 ot 7 pm|

Ramadan Plubazak

sHadl g jlediles ol o & (Maha Elgenaidi) socasdl lale pils £ 4] mden
95 elo 30 gy o pSllins 255 (gl LS pu)o - Y
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Official Services of ICCNC  Li,aJl5 Jlad ol Sin )b 55 e | coms ) Slous
ailie clblis 285 auli 500 5a805 5 «30,5] plul (@b zlgajl g aie Juld

@ 1433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612 0 www.iccne.org O (510) 832-7600
oinfo@iccnc.org or Pr@iccnc.org o facebook.com/ICCNCORG a Telegram: @iccnc

Marriage: The Islamic marriage ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd™ may be held
at the Center or at another location of your choice. The Center will issue a marriage certificate
4 that is accepted by the Interest Section of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Divorce: The Islamic divorce ceremonies and recitation of "Khutbeh Talagh” are held at
the Center. ICCNC will issue a Divorce Certificate that is accepted by the Interest Section of
Islamic Republic of Iran.

Joining to Islam: ICCNC helps individuals interested in converting to Islam to go

through the simple process. Also for those who require a document to show that they have
officially become a Muslim, ICCNC will issue a certificate to this effect.

WF Islamic Burial: The Center provides complete funeral services. ICCNC has purchased
- = burial sites at Chapel of the Chimes in Hayward, California in the Muslim Section.
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Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments

SR 9 ogas b IS
14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

(408)559-7864
cei:(408)771-3996
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Beds: 6 + Baths: 5Ful) IHal) + SqFt:6272 + Lot size: 0.4760 ac
Lot Sq Ft: Approx. 20735 + Year Build: 2008 +  Price: $1,588,000

; s;heilakealtor@gmail.com 9 1 6 '61 6'73 9 5

9217 Sierra College Blvd #120, Roseville, CA 95661

Sothebys
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+ Business & Investment Visa

+ Employment Based Green Card
+ Family-Based Green Card

+ Deportation & Asylum i
+ Citizenship & Naturalization

+ Fiance Visa

+ Tourist Visa

+ Student Visa

+ Entertainment Visa

—
QgQ,o”MMMQ&. &.H

Gabriel J ack Immigration Attorney

Gabriel earned his Bachelor of Arts degree from Sonoma State University in 1995 &
his Juris Doctorate from The University of Pacific’s McGeorge School of Law, in 2000.

g;.l.alvg,.ﬁgs::l.m.\;s,:é.:jv thw)lé A o (Sl b

Phone: (408) 909'9060 + Toll Free: (888) 350'9060 + Fax: (408) 503'0040
900 S. Winchester Blvd. #6, San Jose, CA 95128
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Location!

Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

1 am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com : DRE# 01071456

(408)366-2180 - (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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* Free Estimate
* Trouble Shooting
* Add new Lines

* Breakers
* GFIC
* Rewiring
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22



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 316 (MAY 2018)

bwlswbyaéwww
uwpe»todyuyéwwwf
STEl @ 1S o 513 )l xhaws y
bo wdlio b (s9o0 1 &S D9 iy s >
oo > glo a>gi 19wl bL3)lHs
soiunoyshay Lo iosS 3 aSll> 55 35k
O Cawd bo g 009l s Jb>yo

8Sa 5 ST L1 o 0332 slusal o

ly oBTos3b oo 3l cdliys Cowbus
T3l 31 a5 a3l 5 o
S 8bys Guilds pagd o> 1y sy 0
PJ‘OQ)JSU |)0[S|59>b)».¢.,0)‘u>9)
wwdsrwf&: sb
sl 06T > el s

)zlwumquhébM‘an

lyobasy 5)'5\°|)|W|u§-°‘°)*9
I3 Sl 5d ddds o o S
Goxdd 9 o5 4S5 US Law Wl 48§
oo )3 e b Juxo b &Sy G
1) ob 4295 6l > WS o o
o LT S 55 jot0 il odivgy o uld
LT s pawis |y pld gtz il
OB ol a2l (595 & 8 WilgS
Iy a0l dusS o B anedd Cud
oS U5 o ool lods gy o
e 0Y i 5 s allis WY

G 9 W1 98 el 51 s Bres
A kol |y B 850 (53l gl
& By Wsd 03) > Sl (Koo

STl Wy o S Lok 49 cawgd of

0800 |5 wsdd col)b sbidy Sl
Jx0 33 ooy ol 38 Lot Cagd &5 ol
2385 035 (5,15 plosil Jsado b g 0350
310895 yp0d 41 Lo plyy & y30 ol
oBTo 95 (5 )ludd grbans g Conl Al
&S > oo B 58 Lok Ti.o g 35l
Logas (dd 0 doldl 1y o 503 duyld
lods Jh 530 pateds wily oS il

Sl J 30 53

o il gl o YU

Wy Sb b sl Goygn !y
S ol el 55, ol 53
b il Sledblasly sg>g alise
Ak 3l Adnod wusy o Lo 4y oSTagal
‘nghclbadelloUé)ifunolfTw
Shls e sl cdbys ol K
9 e ) Wile daily sbj w8
b o5 g a5 3lodbl g Jliol
B Wsd o 3 23 &) b
it 081595 (55ld o 55 ]
bl Jsrio &5 Sloj Jlo plgin
@ Jlo s 03 5 patud )
S b 4 Cand oS o GuS

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

Md‘uég
ol olas] 1S o @05 1y b
BB a5 8l wlys 05> 50 Lol
Sy CidS 3w 5 S Loy
ply & dygd dgio Sl (o olisS
|)wLw.>|ug|90MCA9lg)éL°&wbé
LS o i i id Sl
ol iy iy )l R b,
iy coly 1y b Sl 5 wdSy gres
o 33 Sy 5l & @sSilen
S5 oS )Y eyl dkdd (o) (59, U
J 7038 lods g )3 &5 WS G
lods 41599 o LR Caoms 41 ods>
22y dizo Ol 5 plod W55 (0 S5
1y 5l 52900 0l 5 WiS pud 2l
aplis aps plbol aids o Bl
S paio 0lg3d (5l paai jl ok o3
y 23 sl 9 523 oyl 4y 090 0
L3155 o il S 5 350 altne &
23 Go)lods b Gros i diz ool
thwarly 3> ail 2 LS a8

9La.”9|dd|)\53>

L ooblsl 5l Sy S 1o yskay
el b owyls o5 b oS La
oS ok ol plal Jloxol &5 uS
9 89020 lob sl diue 5 ol
axlye 3l LS i SOl g0
2 o sloli (05 ke ly
2088 Wilay 055 5 B3 psal gy
Cslhe JI 55550 ek b SBMe
&&Lob I)s‘ ubbgt\m»‘a\fg‘ » |)
dfwd)uwépmlpb
2 g plil ol wible Lok cvul
OB 89.0).) e J.\“JL.U O ygo U‘.’.l
oo QU 3)50 il p gllao I
Gy ol sl 1y 9l 923 125 eyl IS
dyg0 paxis S| o .l 0 S oslel
Sl adeinol gl b Lods HI5 oS 3
3l gy 03 908 dilsi ol lods 5
Iy 39> a5 ol B (ool aivls
2345 AS H5a (5y5b w3 Blod
L dudl> 3850 (ol B 1 35>
993 Swsls> (53l 908 (lod 53 5

S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service
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Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

4&

:}'1

DRIDGESTONE

GOODSYEAR

D KUMHO

TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Established in 1996

We Are #1
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+ Legal Consultation
4+ Real Estate

+ Family Law

+ Business Law

+ Wills & Probate

4 Retirement Pension
+ Expert Witness
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Office of International Services

+ Contracts & Power of Attorney

+ Handle all issues & due diligence relating to the Interests Section of Iran
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Azerbaijan Cultural Society of N. California
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website: www.acsnc.org
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Ali Driving & Traffic School
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We Offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving

+ Training

+ Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education

+ Seniors, Teens & Adults

Safe Driving
Saves Lives

+ Free Home & School Pickup

+ Hiring & Training Instructors
important concern
Licensed & Bonded
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Parinaz Kadkodayan

Transform your environment,
Transform your life.

I can help you better understand & realize
your path in life by discovering it’s meaning
& direction through your birth chart

(650) 704-5687

Parinazkadkhodayan @gmail.com
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< Vow for Change Presents:
‘ 2018 Bay Area
Women’s Conference

o & Women in Post-Revolutionary Iran:
ar ange . .
The Pioneers of Gender Justice, Agents
of Social Transformation and the Prospect for the Future!

Saturday June 23,2018
11:00am - 9:00pm

Masih inejad

e -_'Ei ‘ h

Dr. Haideh Daragahi

1. Dina Zarif Trio: Love Son

Vocal: Dina Zarif, Harp: Amelia Romano, Percussion: Josh Mellinger

2- Musical performance by Maral Mina - “A Room of One’s Own”

Showcase of paintings by award
winning artist Sameh Khalatbari

Award winning artwork and
poetography by Nour

Ticket and Registration:
https://brownpapertickets.com/event/3337783
For more information email us at: women@voicesofwomenforchange.org
Finn Center, 230 San Antonio Circle, Mountain View, CA 94040
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4 different GROUND Mixes of, Walnuts, Almonds, Flax and Hemp Seeds, Sun-
flower, Pumpkin & Sesame Seeds, Turmeric, Ginger, Chamomile Flower Herb
ALL NATURAL, PURE & RAW
BRAIN FOOD / HEART FOOD

Natural source of OMEGAS (3, 6, 9) Fatty Acids, Monounsaturated
Fatty Acids, Natural Source of Proteins, Vitamins, Minerals & Fiber

With your purchase, we provide you the roadmap on
HOW TO GET THE BEST RESULT FROM OUR PRODUCTS

FREE SHIPPING
UnitedNUTSand SEEDS.com 4 United@UnitedNutsandSeeds.com




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 316 (MAY 2018)

JBERVC S XWES R YN
4 @se byl ps/ans S
35y 5 55 bl oo (sliS el
g o3
ol lgsa (g ol 25 :14Y
AW o 59y Silalydl o5 adug
D9)s0
wlijgy ylgle  ads»IqY)
L alisy ol Olssar (@b
ol 1y (S5 0k 4 o) gadse
&S o
Olesdy  dglioxe S 5in:VAVY
b1l diceo 4y |l g5 0uilgs pdgl
S st
F995 ol Olmlydh 0U5IRA
5% gyl sBygaS 5l )l ]
29 S8 b g lalydl 3l (5002
S Lo e |y L]

SrS Azl 9 oo Obb
) 3IFk me @ Dbl
2 35730 SCadgdme (uudS il
Sl ogasa g Glal je obj ade
3 doge L @B alidl g (gl
sl plb o e (Jluol oloss Ll
ol S g selewdlus culo
Widud 2030 Caodl slyly wilo sl
iy duag S ST )3 o Lo wiz
e S¥gb
£ alex 515 ilowsl ol 51 ilg> £ 6o
w308 JS8l 5 (el Saidg,
Wy BN 1 Glod )5S
4SS ) ogdle Wlgie ol pl 0Uj
Ol 5 haiod slolad Jupud
oS S & adhite golsz> (S35
obxlyd (sxs002 (U Ol s LS
o 5 Bsi> (5 220 51 2 ol 5
& 3l sloo 9 5l53 (2l (s asel
Sl 0399 (49> 930 5

0dl}

olwdl S0 oSon bl 6 e
Sl b bl 5 bl sopsi s
W03 98> 9 oo @) Jud 3 o
6.5')‘ o|) ).) aS u)Lbc\,g)b u‘y&dd
Dgd 50 ¢JJ‘¢\.~.‘>|.>)._$:

odsl Blas oS 55 j5a8 Glgie
Sl Glos sbpsd olsl o5 )
b ases sl 55 oy ol
45;;—”*]53%19,&9&”19‘4;&!3)4
i dig 32 Wilodgs Hloye> p ol 5
ol Gl s 8> s lue <ol
4,25 ol OU3 1 il 540 @S0
oy oy @lo g5 &S Wby ousgel
o piw(y) Sd9d S g g
BB i3 5 oyl s S5 (del>
by Wilgie Ga dmel> 3l 42y
9 s> 03 Juwd ool 4 (5y9l8
My oS a2y & cuwl
SUSsS 31 e sl ilmaliydT U3
Ol ol )stex ol Jlil |
'C,w Syl gew 3l VAT A
Olse 4y D1 ok Eg ke Sy
TS 4295

0 oyl Waadens H:AA
leass ) 4 gise ol
Dy 50 Ublf.&.ib

G bl gy 2
SRS /s S sk
b 28 duydo gl puanl @y g0
Sebo S gy W3l Jseol
ool plobiegegy  dwydod
ol

odsl Olssds (s Ugwn:) e
R 93 Glalydlh Sy psle 553
Dl po Jaaodl] &) S ye05 5 ot

408-832-4158

Eyebrows Threading by Nazi
©yge 9 9l o

gy 1) 092 (Il 02 4 g Slale 19 0 iy Ll
WX &) Cmands fioS 838 (e 3 &2 o e sl YolS' (g g0

+ Eyebrows $10 + Upper lip $5 + Chin $5
+ Sideburns- cheeks $8 + Full face including eyebrows $25

(Fantasy Salon) 1514 Pollard Rd, Los Gatos, CA 95030
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Any final comment you like to add?

I just hope young Iranian, and Iranian-American kids know that it is com-
pletely possible for any of their dreams to come true, no matter how big
or small. This industry is hard, it takes a lot of hard work and A LOT of
rejection, but it’s totally possible to succeed in this business if that’s your
dream. I hope my career can be an example of that. It’s always worth fight-
ing for your dreams and the world needs our voice right now more than
ever. With one baby step at a time, I truly believe that anyone can achieve
their goals in life, although each of our paths are different. But if I can
inspire even just one person to follow their heart, and follow their path,
then I will have succeeded.

The San Francisco Film Society continues to show the best of
world cinema year-round by presenting Modern Cinema, Doc
Stories, and Hong Kong Cinema series every year. For more
information, about SF Film Society and membership, please
visit: http://www.sffilm.org/

Mom

A mom visits her son for dinner who lives with a girl as a roommate.
During the meal, his mother couldn’t help but notice how pretty her
son’s roommate was. She had long been suspicious of a relationship
between the two and this had only made her nore curious.

Over the course of the evening, while watching the two interact, she
started to wonder if there is more between her son and his roommate.
Reading his mom’s thought, her son volunteered, “I know what you
must be thinking, but I assure you, we are just roommates.”

About a week later, his roommate came to him saying, “Ever since
your mother came to dinner, I’ve been unable to find the silver plate.
You don’t suppose your mother took it, do you?

He said, “Well I doubt it, but I will email her just to be sure!” He sat
down and wrote:

Dear Mom,

After your visit, the silver plate has been missing. I am not saying that
you did take the silver plate from my house, and I am not saying that
you didn’t take it. But the fact remains that it has been missing ever
since you were her for dinner.

Love, Your son.

Several days later, he received an e-mail from his mother which read:
Dear Son,

I am not saying that you do sleep with your roommate, and I am not
saying that you don't sleep with her, but the fact remains that if she
was sleeping in her OWN bed, she would have found the silver plate
by now, under her pillow.
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Driving Drunk vs. Driving
While Using a Cell Phone

Caroline Nasseri
Accident Lawyer

Distracted driving from cell
phone use has become one of
the most dangerous and com-
mon causes of car accidents in
America. The cognitive, visual,
and physical distraction of us-
ing a cell phone while driving
can greatly reduce a person's
situational awareness and sky-
rocket their chances of being
involved in an accident. But
how do these risks compare to
the dangers of driving while in-
toxicated?

According to the results of a
study conducted by psycholo-
gists at the University of Utah,
driving while using a cellphone
is just as dangerous as driv-
ing drunk. Study participants
who drove while on the phone
displayed a 9 percent slower
reaction time when braking, a
24 percent variation in follow-
ing distance when switching at-
tention from driving and using
the phone, and were 19 percent
slower to return to normal speed
after braking than undistracted
drivers. Three distracted par-

ticipants ended up rear-ending
the experiment's pace car.
Participants who were observed
while driving drunk showed
equally risky behavior. Drunk
drivers drove slower but more
aggressively than both dis-
tracted and undistracted drivers
and pressed on the brakes with
23 percent more force. Despite
these findings, accident rates,
reaction times, or recovery
of speed remained generally
constant between the two test
groups.

What Does the NHTSA Say?
While the results of the Uni-
versity of Utah's test indicated
minimal differences between
the dangers of drunk driving
and texting while driving, oth-
ers say differently. Accord-
ing to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
(NHTSA), texting while driv-
ing is six times more dangerous
than drunk driving. The agency
also reported that in 2014 alone,
3,179 people were killed in mo-
tor vehicle accidents involving
distracted drivers, with approxi-
mately 431,000 others being
injured. In the average time it
takes a person to respond to a
text message, a vehicle traveling
at 55 miles per hour could cov-
er the length of a football field
while a driver is not looking.
Regardless, the general con-
sensus is clear that it is best
for drivers to put away their
cell phones while behind the
wheel.
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61th San Francisco
International Film
Festival

BF

INTERMWATIONAL

April 4 - 17,2018
Jamileh Davoudi

An Interview with Iranian-
American actor Sheila Vand

The 61st San Francisco Interna-
tional Film Festival once again
dazzled the city showcasing 186
films from 45 counties from
April 4 to 17. Over two weeks,
SFFILM Festival showed 59 nar-
rative features, 38 documentary
features, four New Visions fea-
tures, two episodic programs,
and a total of 83 short films. This
year’s festival was one of the best
where I rated most movies with
an excellent rating. There were
two Iranian films in the festival;
“A Man of Integrity” by Moham-
med Rasoulof and “No Date, No
Signature” by Vahid Jalilvand. There were 66 films by women direc-
tors, one of which, “The Miseducation of Cameron Post”, was by an
American-Iranian director, Desiree Akhavan.

One of the American-Iranian stars known for her role in “Argo” and
“A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night”, Sheila Vand, was also one of the
cast in “We the Animals” directed by Jeremiah Zagar. Based on the
novel of the same name by Justin Torres, it tells the coming-of-age
story of three young Puerto Rican boys growing up in a loving fam-
ily shadowed by domestic violence. Sheila Vand plays the role of the
mother (identified only as Ma), who has met Raul Castillo (identified
only as Paps) at a high school in Brooklyn and have moved upstate in
search of better employment and housing.

“We the Animal” won the NEXT Innovator Award at Sundance
and had three sold out screenings in SFFILM Festival. I am very
pleased that Sheila Vand accepted my 1nv1tat10n for an interview
with “Pezhvak of Persia”. Q{ _ 3
Sheila Vand, born in Los Angeles,k/r
grew up in Palo Alto and is known j 3
for her role in Ben Affleck’s 2012
Oscar- winning film “Argo”. Vand _y,
made her Broadway debut along-
side Robin Williams in 2011 in the % .
Pulitzer-nominated “Bengal Tiger at'
the Baghdad Zoo”. She has worked
with filmmaker Ana Lily Amir-
pour on several projects, including
“Pashmaloo”, which premiered at [ i’

the Berlinale in 2011 and “A Girl “We the Animal”

Walks Home Alone at Night”, which premiered at the 2014 Sundance
Film Festival. She also has an ongoing collaboration with 2013 TED
speaker Alexa Meade. Their photo series “MILK: What Will You Make
of Me?” is on exhibit at the Gallery for Contemporary Photography
Ingo Seufert, Munich, Germany and was also exhibited in the Grand
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Sheila Vand
Photographer: Zack DeZon
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Palais at Art Paris Art Fair. Vand is also the creator of experimental
performance piece “Sneaky Nietzsche”.

How did you get interested in Cinema and acting?

I was always very imaginative as a kid and I loved telling stories from a
young age. For as long as I can remember, I preferred getting lost in my
stories than I did living in the real world. So I think acting was like an
escape for me; a place where I could live out all these stories. And I was
a very sensitive kid as well, with big, full emotions. I needed an outlet for
the vastness of my feelings and acting was a safe space for me to explore
myself and my intense imagination. I got very drawn to the theater in high
school because all of the kids who were doing theater were so different
from everyone else. They weren’t afraid to think outside of the box and
they weren’t afraid to be themselves. I always felt different growing up so
the theater felt like a place where I belonged, and it was also a place where
I could let all my feelings out without being judged for it.

You have played in very different roles, a couple of them directly
about Iran;the Best Picture Academy Award winner “Argo” directed
by Ben Affleck and “A Girl Walks Home Alone at Night” directed by
Ana Lily Amirpour. What has been your experience playing in these
roles versus other movies such as “We the Animals” directed by Jere-
miah Zagar or “Legacy”, the TV series? Do you have any preferences
or criteria in choosing the roles?

I really enjoy acting in Farsi and playing Iranian roles because growing
up in America, [ always wondered how different I would have been if my
parents hadn’t immigrated. When I play an Iranian role, it’s like I get the
chance to explore that side of my identity. I never had the chance to go to
Iran, so these movies are like a passport to this place I've heard so much
about and am so curious about. But I also love playing American roles
because I was born and raised in this country and I am American too. I try
to embrace both sides of my identity and keep a balance in the types of
roles I choose. Mostly I want to play characters who have a lot of layers
and I try my best to bring as much humanity to every part I play, no matter
how big or small the role is.

What do you think of Iranian cinema? Do you watch movies from
Iran? What has been your thoughts and feelings when movies from
Abbas Kiarostami or AsgharFarhadi won Cannes prizes?

I think Iranian cinema is AMAZING. It transports me to Iran when I
watch those movies. And filmmakers from Iran are doing some of the
most interesting work in cinema. It’s such a beautiful cultural triumph to
see that even through all the difficult political, economic and social issues
our country has faced, art has still found a way to thrive. I’'m a very big fan
of Kiarostami and Farhadi and I think there’s a very humble brilliance to
their work. Both Asghar Farhadi and Jafar Panahi have films at the Cannes
Film Festival this year and it fills me with pride. I dream of working with
both of them someday.

What has been your experience as an American-Iranian actor? Do
you feel that there is any stereotyping?

It’s definitely not as easy as being a white actor. When you’re an ethnic actor,
or an actor of color, you have to work 10 times as hard as a white actor because
there are just not as many roles written for people of color. But I do think
things are slowly changing over time. There are so many amazing Iranian-
American actors right now that are proving to Hollywood that we have just as
much talent, and we have just as much of a right to be here, as any of the white-
American actors in the industry. I've had to play stereotypical middle-eastern
roles before, but I always try to bring a sense of humanity and authenticity
to the character, even if the role feels cliche. In the future, I hope to write
and develop some of my own projects so that I can create more opportunities
for middle-eastern actors and to hopefully do a better job of representing our

ethnic group. Because when white people write brown roles, it will always be
told thru the eyes of an outsider. Continued on Page 58
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Seriff Laurie Smith

By Dariugh Gilani: About 20 years
ago , when the veteran Sheriff of
Santa Clara was leaving, there wag
a major election. For the first time a
lady , named Laurie Smith, entered
that race and , against all odds, she
was elected to the position. Ever
since then she hag been very suc-
cessful to reform the department
with a diseipline not heard of before.
She should deservedly have the title
of “the [ron Lady” because of her
tough management of the depart-
ment. Her face looks handsome yet
it exudes authority. She hag always
been informed about minority needs
and attends their events and celebra-
tions. Laurie frequently attends the
Persian holidays. Recently Pezhvak
magazine had the pleasure of inter-
viewing her in anticipation of her re-
election campaign in June of 2018.
Here g a summary of the interview:
Sheriff Smith, Where were
you born?

In Michigan.

What is your education back-
ground?

My parents were divorced and [
came to visit my father in Cali-
fornia after I graduated from High
School. I graduated from San Jose
State University and I got a bach-
elor degree in Administration of
Justice and a masters degree in
Management from CalPoly. I am
getting my second masters degree
anytime from Naval Post Graduate
School in Monterey. I don’t know
why, at my age, go back to school.
Before you became Sheriff of
Santa Clara County, what did
you do?

I worked part-time in an auto part
store on Alum Rock Ave.
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Were you the first female
sheriff in this county?

Yes, and in the state.

Have you seen any improve-
ment in the Department of
Correction since you took
over the helm?

We took over in 2010. They were
an agency that had a lot of prob-
lems. We were able to save a lot
of money by taking it over . The
reason was that everything was
duplicate, You know they had a
records division, they had a chief
and all their command staff. You
know they had an internal affair,
and we had one. So, we were able
to save a lot of money there and
we actually decreased the staff.
One of the issues we have now
has to do with inmate complaints
regarding stuff such ad use of
force and out of cell time are be-
ing challenged by law firms. So,
we are one of the counties fac-
ing lawsuits right now. But when
we took over the jails we started
a lot of changes; bringing up the
staff to a higher level of profes-
sionalism. I am sure. We had to
wait for people to retire . So that
was a slow process Also, when
we took over not all of the cor-
rectional officers were peace offi-
cers. They were civilians. So, we
changed the law and all of those
who passed a background check
in investigation became correc-
tional deputies. Plus we started
more additional programs in jail
like; GED, English as a Second
Language, I can give you a whole
list of courses such as; anger man-
agement, parenting classes, con-
struction, wood working, metal
working, welding .

How about mental programs?
A lot of people who come to jail
are homeless. They may have
mental issues, may be they are
not taking their medication. So,
we have a lot of mental treatment
help in the jail. We get them back
after they are stabilized

Are there a board or commit-
tee to hear the complaints of
the inmates?

Depending on what the complaint
is about they can go to the deputy
who is assigned there. But if the
complaint is about the deputy or
very serious, the inmates fill out
a form, it is the grievance note,
and that goes into a locked box,
the box that the deputy never sees
it. Then the form goes to... we
have unit that deals with all
complaints. We have an inter-
nal affairs that handles all such
complaints. Most of these com-
plaints are about lack of medi-
cal care. This task is handled by
Valley Medical Unit which is
not part of Sheriff’s office.
What is your view regarding
“Jail Reform Report”?

Two years ago we had these three
deputies who beat up an inmate
and they killed him. They were
all convicted of murder. It is very
hard for us to arrest our own dep-
uties. So the county began a blue
ribbon commission . They had big
public hearings about jail reforms
and they came up with 600 rec-
ommendation. I also did a jail re-
form and planned it myself. That
is what we are implementing now.
Nothing like that would ever hap-
pen again in my career, never. All
of our deputies have body cam-
eras, and in the courts , too. So,
Everything now is video record-
ed. The deputies have a really dif-
ficult job. There are certain times
when we have 40 inmates out of
their cells and a few deputies right
there with them. There is no pro-
tection. They’re in the housing
area. Half of the inmates or all of
them are there for murder. One
deputy for say 40. Sometimes
two . We have had inmates who
wanted to murder other inmates,
stuff like that. All the time...
fighting all the time. Our depu-
ties get assaulted by inmates. So
it is such a difficult situation.
How has the department
improved since you took over?
So, that is almost 20 years that I
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have been the Sheriff. We have
done a lot of things since then.
I have a list things that we have
done. That will be on my website.
We are just finalizing that list but
when I became the Sheriff we did
not have special operations. We
didn’t have sexual predator unit
and a task force. We didn’t have
an auto theft unit and a task
force. We didn’t have human
trafficking unit and a task
force. We have more targeted
enforcement. We have done so
many many things within that
period of time and I can get
you that list, too. But because
it has been so long virtually
everything changed. I am not
sure if we even had e-mails.
Let’s talk about Federal
issues, what is your opinion
about gun control?

Oh, absolutely, there are guns
that people should not have,
assault weapons. I am in favor
of gun control.

Are there racial issues in the
jail?

You know, there is a higher
rate of incarceration of black
people in our jail, too. Hispanic
people are %50 or more of the
population in jail.

What is your views on “Black
Lives Matter”?

Sometimes, that is the only
way that changes things. Non-
peaceful protests I can never
be in favor of. But there is a
disproportionate fatal shootings
and that is attributed to the cops.
People may say that they would
commit more crimes. But that
is not really the answer. That is
sometimes based on ethnicity.
So, I think that they have a valid
point when you look at them
get hurt and we always make
a track . Every time a deputy
stops a car they have to give
ethnicity, the gender and the
reason for stop, so we do track
them.

Pezhvak of Persia
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