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Sahar Binesh, REALTOR® Shawn Ansari, REALTOR"

(408) 348-9197 (408) 529-4574
Sahar.Binesh@Compass.com Shawn.Ansari@Compass.com
DRE: 02061674 DRE: 01088988

Expertise You Need, Results You Can Count On

| B

SOLD - Represented Seller SOLD - Represented Seller SOLD - Represented Seller
Portola Valley Saratoga Santa Clara

ik . e 77 :
SOLD - Represented Buyer SOLD - Represented Buyer SOLD - Represented Buyer
Brooke Acres, Los Gatos Burgoyne, Mountain View Qak Drive, Menlo Park

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467, All materials presented S S
herein is intended for information purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but not verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without M PA
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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CN CAROLINE ]. NASSERI @N wloweo [ Qlﬁéw J.‘;s
(800)525-6060 Accident & Personal Injury Attorney
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Caroline Nasseri
Attorney at Law

1(800)52526060
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Tel:(408)298-1500 Fax:(408)278-0488

e-mail: CNasseri62 @yahoo.com Wwebsite: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112
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Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that

has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.

www.pezhvak.com

e-mail: info@pezhvak.com
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LOS GATOS MEMORIAL PARK
Los Garos &

MemoriaL Park

DARLING FISCHER FUNERAL HOMES
Cellebrating ILife, Story @ @ Itmne

We are one of the highest reviewed cemeteries in Bay Area, providing excellet service since 1889

Funeral Services +Immediate Need + Pre Planning + Burial Services < Cremation Services

¥ P Y R |

The passing of a loved one is a tragedy that every family will experience.

By planning ahead, you help insure that someone you
love will not have to make these difficult decisions alone.

Prearranging freezes the cost at today’s prices < Payment plans are available
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DRE# 01066478

Res: (408)879-9343
pir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor X

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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1630 W. Campbell Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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+ Headache + Sciatica + Degenerative Disc + Rheumatism
+ Lower Back Pain + Shoulder & Knee Pain + Neck & Hand Pain

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara
www.chiropracticusaca.com

55515915 gb‘wﬁsb Y] W) J}Sé

()9 10lgFil 5 Juolia slo (G106 51 (5 S gl 9 azmllae (yansis
S 3y Jilg (25 A piey b S, Sl § )5 Sledus

Chiropractic care is more than just making the pain disappear. It is about

learning, understanding & taking care of your body to improve your quality of life

0 9 Phy9 b Slle g 2l S5 sl olSws & jgme s
tsB3)S 58,y 9 (S 51w Doc Decompression Table

(408)244-7677

2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050

7S

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.
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Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.
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+ Living Trust
+ Living Will

| PN | QU] PRV -1

Office of International Services

+ Last Will & Testament

+ Power of Attorney
+ Health Care Power of Attorney
+ Pet Protection Agreement
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Appointment
Only
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Office of Internationl Services is not a Law Firm

Phone: (408) 909-9060 + Toll Free: (888) 350-9060 + Fax: (408) 503-0040
900 S. Winchester Blvd. #6, San Jose, CA 95128
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Jeffrey Zinder

AliMoghaddami
Maintaining the highest level of Professionalism & Integrity.

+Pergonal Injury S baw g Dbals 4l
+ Business Litigation &b galed alS 4
+Employment Law loy8,15 g aio, 5 90! a5+
+ Criminal Defense Jyad b g JUI g olBaly )3 b j9ol alS+
+Insurance Dispute dow 4 =S8 b L )5 dow MBI Jo s

With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we Strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

Free Consultation
Tel: (818) 500-411 Tel: (408) 332-5885
fax (818) 500-4144 cel: (408) 643-1739
333 E.Glenoaks Blvd. #202 It N. Market St. #30
Glendale, CA 91207 San Jose,CA 95113
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(310) 477-7477 + (818) 908-0808
Also available at Amazon & Google Play
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DIVA OF LA JOLLA

We buy and sell Diamond, Gold, Watches, Silver, Platinum, Coins

Ot e 9 oyl oo p8 )3 o e ol gl
s gl ) YD 5 gioud (g Sias el plys 45 goons WE BUY
Lalogd ud bo Jlowe (5 215 5l ezl BB pud g 2o GOLD

Iosls 9 Plgr 005 05 9 wosd
Sl (o Wb pdy wilaw g 9P 9w S One of the largest
selection of Rolex Watches

We offer Custom Designs,

Jewelry & Watch batteries & repair

Certified Pre-Owned Rolex Watches

i Free Jewelry Cleaning & Ring Inspection
(While You Wait)

(No Interest if Paid in Full within 12 months

On qualifying purchases made with your
Synchrony Luxury Credit Card. Interest
will be charged to your account from the
purchase date if the promotional purchase
is not paid in full within the promotional
period. Minimum monthly payments required.

Apply Today!

(408) 241-3755

3911 Stevens Creek Blvd, Santa Clara
(Corner of Stevens Creek Blvd & Saratoga Ave.)
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Ahmad Irani
201 Glenwood Cir., Apt. 319
Monterey, CA, 93940

Office of International Services
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Islamic Services Offered by ICCNC .. zoom)

W Islamic Burial: iccNc provides complete burial services in accordance to the islamic laws.
E At the present time, ICCNC can provide limited services for the wash and burial services.

please contact the office for details (510-832-7600)

ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest Section of the Islamic Republic

l ‘. Q Marriage: Islamic Marriage Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd” at ICCNC via ZooM.
2 ##Y  of fran in Washigton D.C.

DivOrce: The Islamic Divorce Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Talagh”

at ICCNC via ZOOM. ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest
Section of TRL.

accepting Islam to become Muslims. We can held it via ZOOM. ICCNC issues a certificate for
this process.

Accepting Islam: 1cCNC helps individuals interest in giving “Shahada” and

@ 1433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612 @) www.iccncora (@ (510) 832-7600
© infomicenc.org or Pr@icenc.org @ racebook.com/ICCNCORG &) Telegram: @icenc
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Cell: (415) 314-1003 + office: (800) 493-7065
651 W. Hamilton Ave, Suite 1000, Campbell, CA 95008
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Attorney at Law
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The sandwiches are deliciously authentic!

* Breakfast & Brunch
* Omelettes

* Sandwiches
* Salads

* Coffee & Tea
* Fresh Juices
* Dessert

* Milkshakes

Mondays -Sundays 8:00am - 6:00pm

www.yeganehbakery.com

3275 Stevens Creek Blvd. San Jose, CA 95117
Order online with D OORDASH - G R U B H U B
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+ Personal Injury

+ Business Litigation
+ Employment Law
+ Criminal Defense
+ Insurance Dispute

Tel: (818) 500-4Il
Fax: (818) 500-4144

333 E. Glenoaks Blvd. #202
Glendale, CA 91207

Free Consultation

C>luo B33 9 5305 Sxa> SslSan Ly
a0 Jlo e 5l Gl b dowr (g 25 00 il ()59

With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

Tel: (408) 332-5885
cel: (408) 643-1739

[l N. Market St. #30
SanJoge, CA 95113
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Azar Nassiri
Non-Attorney
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Kathryn Burke
Attorney at Law

+ Business & Investment Visa 83155 dlo s 9,15 glig ¢

+ Employment Based Green Card Loy )5 1D 51 o 0,5 ¢

+ Family-Based Green Card 2315l 51 yb 51 a5 4

+ Deportation & Asylum S yof j1 glyal g Sialy +

+ Citizenship & Naturalization ansli 4

+ Fiance Visa 635L glpg+
o . Nﬂtﬂr}r °

+ Tourist Visa public BY Appointment Only ot 335 8309+

+ Student Visa e dnai gl3g 4

+ Entertainment Visa ol yd ogains 5ljg +

rore: (408) 909-9060
rure: (888) 350-9060 + .. (408) 503-0040

900 S. Winchester Blvd. #6, San Jose, CA 95128
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firestone

FOR INTATIERNEG FOU WAILFT-

-

e

o

:}'1

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODSYEAR

D KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408) 738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Established in 1996

We Are #1
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Location!
Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to
make it happen.lam an expert seeking
to add value to your next transaction.

hamidabtahi21 @yahoo.com + DRE# 01071456

(408) 366-2180 + (408) 253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd. Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Ali Driving & Traffic School
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We Offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

4+ Driving

+ Training

+ Traffic School
+ Drivers Education

+ Seniors, Teens & Adults

Safe Driving
Saves Lives

+ Free Home & School Pickup

o 0 o o Safety is our most
+ Hiring & Training Instructors
important concern

Licensed & Bonded
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WATEREETOWER Water Tower Kitchen
KITCHEN In the heart of Downtown Campbell

The patio at this fabulous hotspot in DownTown Campbell
is large with plenty of seating and the delicious, one-of-a-kind food served from our kitchen.

Beautiful Outdoor Patio, Take-Out & Doordash pickup

1O 39 s Laco ) g,-g‘l).)‘;\.): odlol e P FWERER V- T

www.watertowerkitchen.com ( 4 08) 5 02 -95 5 0

201 Orchard City Drive, Campbell
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S FOR SERIOUS IN]URI_S

CAMEDRORIVADINI
CAMERON YADIDI

ATTORNEY AT LAW

LITIGATOR™\ "/  AWARDS"

RANKED TOP 1% LAWYERS

No Fees
Until We Win Your Case!

ettlements & Verdicts

e, 5

Serious Injuries Brain & Spinal Injuries

Powerfulinjurylawyers.com
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POWERFUL LAWYER
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Over $200 OOO 000 Collected in S
s R

Slip & Fall Dog Bites

555 797979
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REALTY SERVICES
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Mahin Motlagh

BRE# 01320595

Iwlods JolS Culs ) b Lo

CALL ME FOR
FREE no obligation home evaluation
FREE list of active properties for sale
FREE Real Estate consultation & more

Specializes in helping home buyers, home sellers &
investors throughout the Bay Area & surrounding since 2001

(650) 309-2700

mahinrealty @gmail.com
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Mondays 5:00pm - 6:54pm
Asana/Yen Yoga

Asana Yoga

Wednesdays 5:00pm - 6:45pm
Asana

Wednesdays 10:15am - 12:00pm

Do Yoga with Mitra

Vo s Jlews £Y 1 gl b Certified Yoga Instructor

Inspired by Iyengar Yoga, Yin Yoga
Follower of Siddha & Sri Aurobindo Yoga
Asana Yoga combined with Philosophy

As we navigate these new changes that is happening

across the globe, my intention is to continue to support you
as you continue your practice at home. I look forward to seeing you online.

Last Friday of the month
4:00pm - 6:15pm
Yin Yoga
Sundays 3:00pm - 4:30pm
Self Study

For more Information & Register for the classes on zoom please Call:

(831) 344-8658 (Leave a message)
mitrayoga@yahoo.com
Yoga is a journey to the self
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Continued from Page 60

The Saga...

The fear of being excluded from
society and not being accepted
by one’s peers creates a condi-
tion in which a trans person
feels they must hide the real-
ity of their gender and sexual
orientation. These pressures, in
addition to being inflicted on
them, are a factor for psycho-
logical damage that may have
more devastating effects in later
years and accompany a person
throughout life.

Ava 18 a trans woman, and she
says about her difficult days at
school, interacting with chil-
dren and teachers: “Because of
the style of talking and walking
and the difference in appear-
ances which I had with the other
boys, I was constantly ridiculed
and laughed at by the guys. Be-
lieve me, I tried my best to play
the role of a boy so that no one
would bother me, but it seemed
that things were getting worse
and I was getting more attention.
The children kept shouting and
laughing at me using humiliat-
ing labels such as “Eva Kha-
har” [i.e. ‘sister,’ in this case a
derogatory term used for a boy
with feminine behavior] and no
one, not even the teachers, sup-
ported me. Sometimes they even
accompanied the students.”

The above situation becomes
more severe in an environment
such as a school. Elementary
school is one of the first com-
munities that a person experi-
ences after family, given the
gender and sexual segregation
that exists in schools and edu-
cational institutions in Iran, and
other young people do not know
how to behave when encounter-
ing a trans person.

But more than this — the pre-
vailing education system in the
country has no sense of respon-
sibility towards trans people and
there is no specific law to protect
trans Iranians from mistreatment
or discrimination.

Mandatory clothing is another
aspect of discrimination that af-
fects trans people in Iran. Nima,

a trans man, says that as a trans
man he has “a hard time wear-
ing [Islamic hijab] but I have to
wear it every day to go to uni-
versity.” Nima was born with the
physical and sexual attributes of
a woman — and therefore is re-
quired to wear hijab in Iran — but
he identifies as a man. He dresses
simply with a short veil and has
short hair — which causes univer-
sity security guards to complain
about his appearance.

Nima adds: “I live in a small
town where almost everyone
knows each other. The problem
I faced from the beginning was
that people saw me outside in
boys’ clothes and gear, but when
I wanted to go to school and
I had to wear a veil. I felt very
bad. I felt that my city and ev-
eryone were looking at me like
I was somehow wrong. My only
happiness is that there are boys
and male professors on universi-
ty campus, and it may be a little
easier for me to communicate.”
In addition to transgender people,
people who define their sexual
orientation other than heterosex-
uality also face many problems.
“I suffered a lot during my 12
years at school,” says Damon, a
gay man, about his school days.
“It was very hard. Everyone
disliked me and taunted me and
called me with insulting names.
My heartbeat grew faster when I
heard them. Apart from the chil-
dren, the teachers did not treat
me well and harassed me, upset-
ting my soul and psyche. I also
experienced physical and sexual
harassment which still makes me
feel disgusted when I remember
them. I still feel stress and anxi-
ety from these memories.”
Human sexual orientation is not
limited to heterosexuality, that
is, sexual and emotional attrac-
tion to the opposite sex. Sexual
orientation in humans covers
a wide range: a person can be
anywhere on this spectrum and
define his or her sexual orienta-
tion and sexual identity in many
ways. Human sexual orienta-
tion can also change over time;
over time, people can gain a

better understanding of their
sexual and emotional desires
and begin to understand its dif-
ferent aspects.

The American Psychologi-
cal Association and the World
Health Organization excluded
homosexuality from its list of
mental illnesses and disorders,
and recognized the range of
sexual orientations in human
beings, many years ago.

But a lack of support from
families as a safe haven for gay
people, when dealing with the
problems they face in society,
especially in countries that still
criminalize or vilify homosexu-
ality, makes life even more dif-
ficult for gay women and men.
Damon’s family did not under-
stand his sexual orientation or
offer him support.

“I did not have a good situation
at home and with my family,”
Damon says. “They did not
know anything about my sexual
orientation, but because of see-
ing a difference in me, we had a
lot of stress. I poured all these
problems and stresses into my-
self and I became more and more
isolated. ... I ran away and the
desire to continue my education
always remained in my heart. |
left it and I feel that my life has
been destroyed. Sometimes [
ask myself why I am gay. I wish
it was not my sexual orientation
so I would not suffer so much.
But this was not my decision, |
did not choose my sexual orien-
tation and I blame myself for no
reason. Even though the school
period is over, this cycle of ha-
rassment in the community con-
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tinues and will not end.”
Evidence suggests though that
people who are supported by
family and friends in accepting
their sexual orientation or gen-
der identity then experience bet-
ter mental health and cope better
with stress in their lives.

The coronavirus  pandemic
means that many classrooms
are online-only this year. The
situation is far from ideal for all
students — especially those with
limitations in their internet ac-
cess. But while the online-only
classes does not solve all the is-
sues faced by trans and gay peo-
ple in educational institutions,
nevertheless, many in the LGBT
community are taking this as an
opportunity to study without the
harassment, discrimination and
sense of danger they routinely
face at their institutions.

And yet there are also compas-
sionate people, teachers and
educators who, with awareness,
understanding, and acceptance,
have tried to provide a safe en-
vironment for LGBT people,
and with small but laudable
steps, have struggled to im-
prove the situation for trans and
gay students and to promote for
equal rights for all.

The question is: how long will
the existing laws and the edu-
cational system in Iran ignore
a large part of Iranian society?
How long will trans and gay
people be forced to live in the
shadows due to discrimination?
How long must they pretend
they don’t exist and accept the
denial of their human rights?
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The Saga of Trans and
Gay Students in Iran

By: Shaya Goldoust

One of the difficulties that LG-
BTQI people in Iran face from
childhood, adolescence, and
even into adulthood, are the con-
ditions they encounter in schools
and other educational institu-
tions. Mainstream Iranian soci-
ety lacks information and aware-
ness of many sexual and gender
issues — so when LGBTQI indi-
viduals enter these educational
communities they also meet
with a lack of understanding of
their lives. But the start of a new
school year offers a fresh oppor-
tunity to learn about these issues.
“Since the time I was in high
school, because I was transgen-
der at a girls’ school, I heard the
worst things and experienced
the most humiliating treatment,
from teachers and other stu-
dents as well as from the parents
of the other students.

“I was in the school office every
day and during breaks. I could
not go to the schoolyard during
breaks and spend time with the
other students — it was as if they
enjoyed harassing me. And with
every bad thing that happened
at school, I was dragged to the

school office and questioned,
for no logical reason.”

These are some of the problems
that Soroush experienced as
a transgender man during his
studies at an all-girls’ school.
The Persian equivalent of “trans”
or “transgender” is tarajensiaty.
A trans woman is a person born
with a masculine body and sex
organ, but who considers her
gender identity and sexuality as
a woman; and, in fact, she is a
woman. A trans man is a person
who is born with a female body
and sex organ, but defines his
gender identity and sexuality as
male; and is, in fact, a man.

In the new version of the WHO
Classification of Diseases, ICD-
11, which previous included
transgenderism as an identity
disorder, transgenderism has
now been removed from this
list. The list defines a persistent
heterogeneity between the gen-
der with which a person identi-
fies himself/herself and the gen-
der assigned to him or her on
the basis of the sex organs with
which they are born.

In the process of “gender ad-
aptation” or “gender reassign-
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ment”, trans people tend to
choose their clothing, makeup
and grooming in accordance
with the customs and norms
of the gender with which they
identify. In some cases a trans
person will undergo hormone
therapy and elect for surgical
procedures to change their hor-

mone balances and to convert
their sex organs to take on the
physical characteristics of their
true gender identity.

But a trans person’s challenged
mental state, arising from the
confusion he or she feels about
their sexual orientation and
gender identity, and the differ-
ences he or she feels compared
to their peers and classmates,
exposes him or her to pressures
at school that are often impos-
sible to bear. Even if a person
is not consciously aware of this
difference, the negative and bi-
polar view of sex and gender
that prevails in most social,
cultural, and religious groups
of Iranian society, conveys this
feeling of difference and of not
“belonging” to a trans person.
Several conditions in Iran have
created a situation where the
LGBTQI community experienc-
es discrimination, psychologi-
cal pressure and harm and even
violence and physical harm. The
taboo of talking about sexual and
gender issues, and the irrespon-
sibility of the ruling system in
giving correct education to chil-
dren from an early age as well as
the lack of up-to-date sexual and
gender information in compari-
son with the scientific sources of
modern psychology in the world,
have all exacerbated and com-
pounded the difficulties faced
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by trans Iranians. And the public
view towards these people is still
negative; they see trans people
as suffering from a pathology, or
morally and sexually perverted.

Soroush says: “I was told that I
was ill and that I had a mental
problem. Finally, they took me
to the education intelligence of-

fice. There, too, they do not treat
a person like a human being.
Eventually they made me leave
the school I was accustomed to,
and leave all my friends, and it
was very, very difficult for me.
But I am happy that I was able
to successfully get through this
period and not set foot in any
other school. I wish I could one
day establish a school for LGBT
children in Iran so that they can
study peacefully, away from the
judgments, discrimination, and
insults that I and others like me
have experienced.”

All of these problems become
more acute as trans people
move into adolescence and
youth, and especially during the
stressful period of puberty, be-
cause families and society ex-
pect the individual to conform
to mainstream masculine or
feminine identities while also
adhering to a heterosexual ori-
entation. The expectation is that
people must follow the norms
of society, culture and religion.
But a person may feel that their
sexual orientation is different
from what society considers
normal, or that he or she may
define their gender identity and
sexuality differently from what
has been attributed because of
their sexual organs at birth.

Continued on Page 59
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