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Let us build your coustom dream home|

— A~
Construction &' ‘Rgmodéﬁnﬁ

- Fime Custam Homes. Desion & Boild @ Kichen o Easheoom Specialist

(408)-898-6474 < ZETP>

With more than 16 years of experience we guarantee to exceed your expectations.

Obisle x5l O jlg= a3 Oleisle LS 4
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+ New Custom Home + Room Additions + Bathroom + Kitchen Remodel

Mie Olbged sl p yogase Cariss b
www.alisconstruction.com

1011 S. De Anza Blvd. , Cupertino, CA
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Accounting & Tax Services
vIntegrity ~Respect

vCommitment ~Expertise
Advisor You Can Count On!
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Mitra Forozesh Behnam, MBA, RTRP, CRTP

+Accounting & Auditing ol 9 6 laslus +
+Tax Consulting SWh 53y b+
+Tax Preparation ool yo poldb+

+Auditing Process, IRS,FTB,BOE,EDD o ylws yg0! 4ulS' +

Work: (209)835-9655  (408)440-9622

Fax: (209)740-2764

cell: (209)740-2764

www.behnamaccounting.com 4+ behnamaccounting@yahoo.com

504 W 11th Street, Tracy, CA 95376
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC
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Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages (1st-12th grade & College)
Specializing in SAT Math Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics
Johns Hopkins University MBA Candidate
Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538

il axels Hous 9 o T y9liine
QB Ghgpd g 39)3 9 gl plg ygel )3
oﬁjl._g u:‘ll..-..- I - __I.g,-O )'I

U9 SLwly 9 0 )0 T3 U392
Auiled oLl S jwo )l

Mohamad Harandi

REALTOR™

B (408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com + DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989
4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-

X e
* up + Hiring & Training Instructors
| s *Licensed & Bonded
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(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

DRE# 01066478
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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Res: (408)879-9343  Bus: (408)369-2000
Dir: (408)369-2020  Ceii: (408)781-1200
419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

cen: (408)234-5793
Office: (408)298'2591 DRE#01326116+NMLS# 344666

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+No Cost Short Sales

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

m hamidr63@yahoo.com 4+ www.hamidreiisi.com @

1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

5aiw 3 galn b

www.asgharagha.com
hadikhorsandi@aol.com

b 39 3 5
)y g cdS igus Jib Il )0 4 ()
Cd) g CdS p ) domyigs cb—‘_gm.e
«Camlo £y L S o § aé'}‘ Coldy
) g LS yigiuo 95 30 gm0 [ s (i
é’.? O\)Lﬁ‘ﬂ)lﬂ*\?‘) 4.! MSS}’
)5 S pSal g ol by o
owe> SRS b Slgx g plos cawd
by g S ol g0 3l gl
Ailo g €S pid o 4 jolo € o ylo pLi»
C/.é) 9 g.b.?)olo ‘Q«ML:‘ g”'» ‘_g J}‘_,é
€S yo gogul 3 U oy 5> [ jalni oo
€y g e yoly by SSSChgads (l alss
«olys caws gl gLl 3 pudlyloiin
Cdy g Gl yy g ARASUS glad (ylndS yo
e e g g @uae jlolg bo & yudy
) g S5y b gl b Ll 5
oS )55 38 599 4 U ol P

b cighe loyot punile) g wiB (ol 51 (AL L b (5)loms loyot
b sl g B9 pad cazdlo ()l puoi® b Cowgy 9 3L )8
D)9 s g b &5 (Slot (50s5 ;0 b b 55l loyod
+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,
Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &
Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

S48 ¢rh 43 53y s dagy 251
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments

SR9F § oy b WIS
14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

(408)559 7864
cen:(408)771-3996
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«Tax
Co

Corporation
-Pa}’mll taxes

« Tax Audit

Era.;lon (individual &

«Specialized in “C,” “S,” & LLC

«Monthly bookkeeping

«Accounting system & installation

1900 Camden Ave, Suite 204
San Jose, CA 95124
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Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

I am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 H‘Tﬂ

(408)-366-2180 + (408)-253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070
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Home, Staging, Remodeling, Interior Design
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Shawn Jahanbani & Lilly Yaz
Realtors
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BRE#01506610
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total commission to sell your
house including complimentary
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Lilly: (408)761-7499 shawn: (408)916-8665

Email: lillyyazrealty @gmail.com

3194 De La Cruz Blvd., # 10, Santa Clara, CA,95054
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Family Law:

+Divorce (Litigation & Mediation)
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+Prenuptial Agreements
Estate Planning:
+Wills & Living Trust
Taxation:

+IRS & State Tax problems

Experience and results matter.
Our law firm has both.

Camelia Mahmoudi
Attorney at Law/J.D., LL.M. Taxation

(408)658-8580

camelia@camelialaw.com + www.camelialaw.com
2021 The Alameda, Suite 200. San Jose, CA 95126
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selection of treatments & Skin Care products,
& we will take care of the rest.
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Ladan Elahi , Broker Associate, CDPE, GRI

(925)336-0227" +

BRE # 01866376

760 Camino Ramon #200, Danville, Ca 94526
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Tel:(925)734-6400

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING, INC.
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1515 (alensds Mgo 355T 45 (sl (s Guoy 9 b (g
+Phase I & II Environmental Site Assessment
+Regulatory Compliance Monitoring

+S0il & Groundwater Remediation
+Site Closure

6620 Owens Drive, Suite A, Pleasanton, CA 94588

Cell:(925)381-3247
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\ Accounting,Auditing & Tax Services
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1="Tax Planning
1="Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

1=°Tax Problem Resolution

r=Responsive to Your Needs
iz Reliable Service ==Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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THREADING SALON

$10 EYEBROW THREADING

O 90 95> Sl g oyl Il
L

30 years of Experience. Serving Bay Area

evvice

)yQ ).

9l o
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Uiked + 90 (33,5 0ligT+ Li> + gV sl g 90 €Ty + )T + (wgye )T + uSlg + S )90 9 9l Xy +

1 IJ_

All our facials are herbal & chemical FREE

(408)588-1215

3956 Rivermark Plaza
Santa Clara, CA 95054

Tues-Sat: 10am-8pm Sun. 10am-6pm
Closed Mondays

Serving in Two Locations

Now Hiring
Threaders, Cosmetologist,
Estheticians, Full Time &

Part Time Receptionist

* A

+Threading +Waxing +Bridal +Makeover +Full Hair Service +Facials +Hair Color +Henna...and much more!

www.khoobsuratsalon.com

(408)774-1214

1014 East El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

Mon- Sun: 11:am to 8:pm

Closed Mondays
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firesrone

5 MICHELIN

FOR INTATTEANE FO# VAR~

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYFAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Protecting our
communities one
home at a time. __

Health
Response Systems

ADT Pulse

Shop Now Remote Security

piece of mind

Video ect your home and family with *
Surveillance '
v alarm system. 24 hours a day, every day.
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Night
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Every Thursday

11:00pm - 1:30 am
DJ ANO

Top 40 - Hip Hop - Middle Eastern
EPic Music Ent.
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Burlington

coat factory

Vibrant dresses and handsome suits
starting at just $21.99

WOMENS
DRESSES

Girls Shrugs

Womens Sult Separates

CITRUS HEIGHTS, 6145 San Juan Avenue (916) 729-1002 CONCORD, 1675 Willow Pass Road (925) 687-3355
DALY CITY, 99 Southgate Avenue (650) 997-0733 DUBLIN, 6900 Amador Plaza Road (925) 875-0712
ELK GROVE, 9175 E. Stockton Blvd (916) 687-6192 FRESNO, 5630 North Blackstone (509) 432-2628
GILROY, 6900 Chestnut Street #a-1 (408) 847-0918 HAYWARD, 1000 La Playa Drive (510) 782-7073
MILPITAS, 1400 Great Mall Drive (408) 934-9630 PITTSBURG, 4105 Century Boulevard (925) 754-5513
SACRAMENTO, 5601 Florin Road, Store 101 (916) 399-5726 SAN FRANCISCO, 899 Howard Street (415) 495-7234
SAN JOSE, 1600 Saratoga Avenue (408) 378-2628 STOCKTON, 3702 East Hammer Lane (209) 477-6227
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Continued from Page 60

Iran hardliners...

"The event this year is imbued with a
spirit of antagonism toward arrogant
powers. It calls for even louder slo-
gans against America," hardline cleric
Alireza Panahian told a crowd gath-
ered outside the former U.S. embassy
compound in Tehran, called the "Den
of Spies" in Iran since the seizure.
"We will never come to terms with sav-
age Americans, even if we have chosen
to negotiate. Those cannibals, the Amer-
icans, shouldn't jump to any conclusion
with these talks," he said to chants of
"Death to America" and "Death to Is-
rael", state television reported.

A COMPROMISE
Since Rouhani's election in 2013,
there has been a tug-of-war between
the hardline and pragmatic camps
about foreign policy and particularly
on how to deal with the United States.
"They have reached a compromise:
resolving the nuclear dispute but no
normalization of ties with the Great
Satan," said a senior Iranian official,
who asked not to be named.
The state of the economy - weakened
by U.S. and European Union restric-
tions on Iran's oil exports and inter-
national financing as well as rising
prices, high unemployment and in-
vestors keeping a tight hold on their
purses - have persuaded Khamenei to
back the nuclear talks.
Khamenei has shot down Rouhani's
hardline critics by repeatedly urging
unity and faith in the government, and
calling the nuclear negotiators "the
children of the Revolution". Rouhani
will enjoy Khamenei's blessing as
long as his power does not surpass the
leader's authority, analysts say.
"Some Rouhani allies desire resump-
tion of ties with the United States. This
is where the problem arises," said a
pro-reform former senior official.
Under the Iran's system of rule by
a religious legal scholar, Khamenei
controls the judiciary, security forc-
es, the Guardian Council that vets
laws and election candidates, public
broadcasting and foundations that

own much of the economy.
Khamenei has always tried to ensure
no group, even among his conserva-
tive allies, gains enough power to
challenge his authority. He blocked
attempts by previous presidents to
boost their authority, such as when
reformist Mohammad Khatami tried
to create a freer society and hardliner
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad tried to im-
plement populist policies.

CORE SUPPORTERS
Hardliners fear that by normalizing
ties with the United States, the es-
tablishment will lose the backing of
its core supporters that will lead to a
weakening of their position domesti-
cally and globally, analysts say.
Khamenei has said the establish-
ment's hostility towards the United
States will remain, despite a willing-
ness among some [ranian officials for
wider engagement with Washington.
"Improving the economy is impor-
tant but not at the price of sacrificing
the pillars of the revolution," said the
senior Iranian official.

Tehran and Washington have common
interests and threats across the Middle
East. They have cooperated tactically
in the past and relations have im-
proved modestly since the election of
Rouhani, who promised "constructive
engagement" with the world.
Alarmed by the rise of Sunni mili-
tants in Syria and Iraq, the upheaval
of the Arab Spring and the civil war
in Syria, Iranian leaders have started
to weigh the costs and benefits of
continuing their hostility towards the
United States.

"Also, considering the prospect of a
nuclear deal and its impact on Iran's
economy have further encouraged
the establishment to soften its tone,"
said the former official.

But Iran still backs Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad, its sole regional
ally. Western adversaries say Tehran
is supporting Assad with arms, cash
and Revolutionary Guardsmen to
train militia to help win the war. Iran
denies providing military and finan-
cial support to Syria.
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On August 15, the UN Security Coun-
cil passed resolution 2170, calling on
all member states to take national mea-
sures to stop the flow of foreign fight-
ers, financing, and arms to ISIS, Jabhat
al-Nusra, and any other individual or
group associated with al-Qaida.
On September 24, the UN Security
Council adopted resolution 2178, urg-
ing states to counter terrorism by es-
tablishing screening measures, effec-
tive border controls, and other steps to
prevent the recruitment, organization,
and movement of terrorists, including
those affiliated with ISIS. The resolu-
tion also urged states to improve co-
operation, pursue prosecutions, and
help build the capacity of other states
to fight terrorist groups.
“Governments in the Middle East
and the West should swiftly imple-
ment the UN Security Council reso-
lutions aimed at curbing support for
ISIS,” said Abrahams. “To stem ISIS
abuses, governments need to tackle
its fundraising and recruitment.”
OTHER SYRIAN KURDS
TAKEN HOSTAGE BY ISIS
A woman and her daughter-in-law
from Kunaftar village near Kobani, in-
terviewed together, said that ISIS had
seized two men and 12 women and
children after it captured the village on
May 21. A document prepared by the
YPG listed the names and ages of the
14 people, 6 of whom were children
under 10. ISIS released the women and
most of the children on June 28, the
day before Ramadan began, but four
months later were still holding the two
men and one 17-year-old boy.
The daughter-in-law, 20, said she was
one of those detained and released.
She said ISIS held the 14 people in
Manbij and interrogated them with-
out violence about the captives’ rela-
Many at the grassroots level across
Iranian society want a "good" rela-
tionship with the United States, de-
siring a freer society and improved
economic conditions. Western busi-
ness delegations have already started
to visit Iran, paving the ground for
the day sanctions are eased.
"These days I feel proud of being an
Iranian again. The Western countries
are racing with each other to invest
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tions to the YPG. The woman said
she gave birth to a baby during her
captivity and ISIS guards took her to
a hospital for the delivery.

The woman’s mother-in-law said
she went to the ISIS commander in
Manbij during the group’s detention
to complain. “I went to the emir of
Manbij, Abu Hashim, to plead for
him to release them,” she said. “He
said: ‘Let the YPG release our people
who they are holding prisoner and we
will release them.””

In Minas village, also near Kobani,
ISIS seized seven civilian men when
it captured the village in the begin-
ning of October, a male relative of
two of the captives told Human Rights
Watch. Three of the men had stayed in
the village as ISIS advanced; the other
four, including two of the man’s un-
cles, returned after ISIS arrived to get
some personal possessions, he said.
The man said he called and briefly
spoke with one of his uncles after the
uncle had been caught.

A40-year-old farmer from Ghassaniya
(Helinj in Kurdish) village said ISIS
had abducted four of his nephews,
ages 16, 17, 18, and 27 or 28, in late
February as they were driving through
[SIS-controlled territory en route to
Iraqi Kurdistan. The family found
their abandoned vehicle at a place
called Aliya on the Aleppo-Hassakah
road, 10 km west of Tel Tamer, he said.
“This area was under ISIS control and
[have no doubt that ISIS took them for
the purpose of frightening and terror-
izing people,” he said.

Two officials from the PYD told Hu-
man Rights Watch that the four men
are among an estimated 160 men and
boys that ISIS abducted from the same
location in late February as the group
was traveling to Iraqi Kurdistan for
work. They reported that none of the
group is known to have been released.

in Iran," said private-sector employ-
ee Mohammad Reza Asgari in the
southern port city of Bandar Abbas.
But perhaps not surprisingly, given
the decades of hostility, some Irani-
ans remain suspicious of Westerners.
"They are not our real friends. They
see Iran as a great opportunity to earn
money, like hungry wolves,” said
Zahra Safari, 19-year-old philosophy
student in Tehran.
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The children said they got very occa-
sional visits and phone calls from their
parents. They were also initially forbid-
den from speaking Kurdish. All of the
children described being forced to pray
five times a day and undergoing intense
religious instruction. The teachers also
forced them to watch videos of ISIS in
combat and beheading captives.

The children said the guards and re-
ligious teachers at the school were a
combination of Syrian Arabs and people
from Jordan, Libya, Tunisia, and Saudi
Arabia. The Syrians gave the worst beat-
ings, especially a man named Abu She-
hid from near Aleppo, all of them said.
One of the boys, 16, explained more
about the frequent beatings:

Those who didn’t conform to the
program were beaten. They beat us
with a green hose or a thick cable
with wire running through it. They
also beat the soles of our feet. The
tire was used less often. I was once
put inside the tire and beaten. They
sometimes found excuses to beat
us for no reason. The Syrian guards
were the worst and beat us the worst.

They made us learn verses of the Quran
and beat those who didn’t manage to
learn them. When some boys tried to
escape, the treatment got worse and we
were all punished and given less food.
The four boys said they got no ex-
planation for their release beyond
that they had finished their religious
training. They were given 150 Syrian
pounds (US$1), a DVD with reli-
gious material, and let go.

In addition to the children abducted
in May, ISIS has seized other children
and adult male and female civilians
from villages near Kobani, and is ap-
parently holding some of them hostage
as a bargaining chip for the release of
ISIS fighters held by the YPG, four
Kurds from the Kobani area told Hu-
man Rights Watch (see details below).
Taking hostages is a war crime un-
der international humanitarian law
(the laws of armed conflict). The war
crime of torture, under international
humanitarian law, is the infliction of
severe physical or mental pain or suf-
fering for purposes such as obtaining
information or a confession, punish-
ment, intimidation, or coercion.

Continued on Page 57
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According to the American Academy
of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD), den-
tal decay is still the most common
chronic disease among US children.
Preventing cavities in your child is
the best way to help them obtain a
healthy dental future. The problems
and expenses that arise due to tooth
decay can stay with a child for a
lifetime. One of the easiest ways to
prevent cavities is the use of sealants.
Dental sealants are a thin plastic ma-
terial, usually clear or shaded, that
are applied to the deep grooves or
pits of teeth to prevent cavities.

Even with thorough brushing and floss-
ing, it may be impossible to clean the
tiny grooves and pits on certain teeth.
Food and bacteria build up in these
grooves and pits, placing your child at
risk for cavities. Sealants act as a bar-
rier to “seal out” food and plaque, thus
reducing the risk of cavities.

Usually, the flow of saliva keeps the
smooth surfaces of teeth clean but can-
not wash out the grooves and pits. The
teeth most at risk of decay,and most
in need of sealants, are the six-year
and twelve-year molars. However,
any tooth with grooves or pits such as
baby molars or other adult teeth, may
benefit from the protection of sealants.
Speak to your pediatric dentist, as
each child’s situation is unique.
Sealants can last for many years if
properly cared for. Your child will
be protected throughout the most
cavity-prone years. Sealants will last
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Sealants

Michelle Haghpanah
DDS, MPH

longer if your child has good oral hy-
giene and avoids biting hard objects.
Your pediatric dentist will check the
sealants during routine dental visits
and recommend re-application or re-
pair when necessary.

The application of a sealant is quick

—

. L

and comfortable. The tooth is cleaned,
conditioned and then the sealant is
flowed into the grooves and pits of the
tooth. The sealant is hardened with a
special light. Your child will be able to
eat right after the appointment.
Sealants provide your child with valu-
able decay protection and cost less than
fillings. Many dental insurance compa-
nies cover sealants. Some companies,
however, have age and specific tooth
limitations. Check with your insurance
provider about your child’s coverage
and talk to your pediatric dentist about
the exact cost of sealants for your child.
Sealants are just one part of the plan
to keep your child cavity-free for a
lifetime. Brushing, flossing, a healthy
diet and regular dental visits are still
essential to a healthy smile.
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Iran hangs woman

despite international uproar
Reyhaneh Jabbari was hanged on Saturday for killing
a man she said tried to abuse her, despite international outcry.

Aljazeere: Iran has executed a
26-year-old woman convicted for
killing a man who she said tried to
sexually abuse her.

Reyhaneh Jabbari was arrested in

2007 for the murder of Morteza Ab-
dolali Sarbandi, a former employee of
Iran’s Ministry of Intelligence.

She was hanged at dawn on Saturday,
the official IRNA news agency quoted
the Tehran prosecutor's office as saying.
A message posted on the homepage
of a Facebook campaign that was set
up to try to save her, but which now
states "Rest in Peace," appeared to
confirm the report.

Efforts for clemency had intensified
in recent weeks. Jabbari's mother was
allowed to visit her for one hour on
Friday, Amnesty International said, a
custom that tends to precede execu-
tions in Iran.

Jabbari was sentenced to death by a
criminal court in Tehran in 2009 in
what Amnesty International said was a
“deeply flawed investigation and trial”.
Her execution was due to be carried
out on September 30 but was post-
poned for 10 days.

“The shocking news that Reyhaneh
Jabbari has been executed is deeply
disappointing in the extreme. This is
another bloody stain on Iran’s human
rights record,” said Hassiba Hadj

59

Sahraoui, Amnesty International’s
Deputy Director for the Middle East
and North Africa Programme.
“Tragically, this case is far from
uncommon. Once again Iran has
insisted on applying the death pen-
alty despite serious concerns over the
fairness of the trial.”
A UN human rights monitor had said
the killing of Sarbandi was an act of
self-defence after he tried to sexually
assault Jabbari, and that her trial in
2009 had been deeply flawed.
Iranian actors and other prominent fig-
ures had appealed for a stay of execu-
tion, echoing similar calls in the West.
Jabbari apparently admitted to stab-
bing Sarbandi in the back. She said
he had tried to sexually assault her.
However, she said that another man
who was also in the house at the time
killed him. Her claims do not appear
to have ever been propetly investi-
gated, Amnesty said.

Calls for retrial
The UN and international rights
groups had said Jabbari’s confession
was obtained under intense pressure
and threats from Iranian prosecutors,
and she should have had a retrial.
Ahmed Shaheed, the UN’s human
rights rapporteur on Iran, said in
April that Sarbandi had offered to
hire Jabbari to redesign his office and
took her to an apartment where he
sexually abused her.
However, Sarbandi’s family insists
that the murder was premeditated and
that Jabbari had confessed to buying
a knife two days before the killing.
Iran’s judicial authorities were re-
ported to have pressured Jabbari to
replace her lawyer, Mohammad Ali
Jedari Foroughi, for a more inexpe-
rienced one, in an apparent attempt
to prevent an investigation of her
claims, Amnesty reported.
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Syria: ISIS Tortured
Kobani Child Hostages

(Istanbul) — Kurdish children from the
Syrian city of Kobani (or Ain al-" Arab
in Arabic) were tortured and abused
while detained by Islamic State (also
known as ISIS), Human Rights Watch
said today. Four children gave detailed
accounts of the suffering they endured
while held for four months with about
100 other children.

The children, aged 14 to 16, were
among 153 Kurdish boys whom ISIS
abducted on May 29, 2014, as they
traveled home to Kobani. According
to Syrian Kurdish officials and me-
dia reports, ISIS released the last
25 of the children on October 29.
Interviewed one by one in Turkey,
where they had fled to safety after
ISIS released them in late Septem-
ber, the four boys described endur-
ing repeated beatings with a hose
and electric cable, as well as being
forced to watch videos of ISIS be-
headings and attacks.

“Since the beginning of the Syrian
uprising, children have suffered the
horrors of detention and torture, first
by the Assad government and now by
ISIS,” said Fred Abrahams, special
advisor for children’s rights at Hu-
man Rights Watch. “This evidence of
torture and abuse of children by ISIS
underlines why no one should support
their criminal enterprise.”

ISIS initially stopped about 250 Kurd-
ish students from Kobani as they trav-
eled home after taking their middle
school exams in Aleppo on May 29.
ISIS released all the girls, around 100,
within a few hours, but kept 153 boys
at a school in Manbij, a town 55 kilo-
meters southwest of Kobani.

About 50 of the boys escaped or were
released between June and Septem-
ber, with about 15 of them apparently
being exchanged for ISIS fighters
held by the Kurdish armed group, the
People’s Protection Units (YPG). In
late September, ISIS released about
75 of the remaining boys, including
those interviewed by Human Rights
Watch. The four children did not
know what prompted their release.
An official from the Democratic
Union Party (PYD), the main Kurd-
ish political party administering Ko-
bani, told Human Rights Watch that

ISIS released the last 25 boys on
October 29. The children are making
their way to Turkey because of the
fighting in Kobani, he said.

According to the four children in-
terviewed by Human Rights Watch,
ISIS guards at the Manbij school beat

the children who tried to escape, did
poorly in compulsory religious les-
sons, or did anything else perceived
by their captors as misbehaving. ISIS
gave especially bad treatment to the
boys from families that had a relative
in the YPG, the children said.

“It was really those whose families
were close to the YPG who suffered
most,” said one of the boys, aged 15.
“They [ISIS] told them to give them the
addresses of their families, cousins, un-
cles, saying ‘“When we go to Kobani we
will get them and cut them up.” They
saw the YPG as kafir [unbelievers].”
The 15-year-old said ISIS guards
used an electric cable to beat children
on the hands, back, and soles of their
feet, especially when they misbe-
haved. He described one incident:
One child who muttered “Oh Moth-
er!” when he was caught in another
group’s room was strung up, sus-
pended with his hands tied behind
his back, one foot tied to his hands,
and told he should call on God, not
his mother.

The four boys said ISIS divided the
children into eight groups, with each
group sleeping in a different class-
room. Each child received three
blankets:two to sleep on the floor
and one as a cover. The guards let
them bathe once every two weeks.
They provided food twice per day
but did not allow the children to play
outside after some of them escaped.

Continued on Page 58
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Iran hardliners want nuclear
deal but no ties with Washington

By Parisa Hafezi & Mehrdad Balali

ANKARA/DUBAI(Reuters)-Iran
may be ready to reach a nuclear deal
with world powers to revive its econ-
omy, but is in no rush to go further
by restoring relations with the United
States, calculating this would imperil
its domestic support.

According to one official, hardline
loyalists of Supreme Leader Ayatol-
lah Ali Khamenei have reached a
compromise with supporters of the
pragmatic president: Tehran should
try to win relief from international
sanctions by resolving the nuclear
dispute, but not normalize ties with
"the Great Satan".

However, some allies of President
Hassan Rouhani may not have given
up on re-establishing relations with
Washington, which were severed af-
ter the 1979 Islamic Revolution.
Hostility to the United States has
always been a rallying point for the
clerical establishment, despite the
decades of political isolation and
sanctions-related economic hardship
that estrangement has cost. Take this
bogeyman away, and the ideological
glue that holds together the faction-
ridden leadership would weaken,
analysts say.

"Hardliners understand that a nuclear
deal will benefit the establishment,
but they see normalization of ties
with America as a threat to their au-
thority," said a pro-reform former se-
nior official.

Iran and six powers - the United
States, Russia, France, Germany, Chi-
na and Britain - are in talks on curbing

Iran's atomic activity in exchange for a
gradual lifting of sanctions. They face
a self-imposed Nov. 24 deadline to
conclude a comprehensive deal, after
missing an original July target.

The United States and some of its al-
lies suspect Iran is using its nuclear
program as a cover
to develop atomic
bombs. Iran denies
this, saying it is
solely for civilian
purposes.

Iran's  policy-mak-
ing establishment,
composed of hard-

line Islamists, pragmatists and re-
formers, agrees at least on one issue
- that a comprehensive nuclear deal
will help Iran to grow richer and po-
litically stronger through the easing
and eventual lifting of the sanctions.
Khamenei's hardline allies are will-
ing to tolerate top Iranian diplomats
sitting down with U.S. counterparts
to discuss the nuclear issue. How-
ever, they fear a deal might pave the
way for full relations with the United
States, eventually weakening their
influence, the authority of Khamenei
and, by extension, the legitimacy of
the Islamic Revolution.
HOSTILITY
While Rouhani's camp believes it is
vital to end the hostility with Wash-
ington to improve the economy, ana-
lysts and officials say, Khamenei's
conservative supporters want only
a limited thaw between the arch-
enemies. Normalization of ties with
Washington would mean crossing a
red line for them.
Washington and Tehran cut diplo-
matic relations after students seized
the U.S. embassy in Tehran 35 years
ago this week, holding 52 Americans
hostage for 444 days.
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Volleyball woman
'on hunger strike' in Iran

Algazeera:A British-Iranian woman
jailed in Iran after trying to watch a
volleyball match is on a hunger strike
for the second time, reports say.
Ghoncheh Ghavami was
sentenced to a year in jail
after attempting to attend i,
a men's volleyball match
between Iran and Italy in
Tehran in June, her lawyer
told Iranian media.

The 25-year-old law gradu-
ate from London, is protest-
ing against what she called her "illegal
detention", her mother told the BBC.
Woman are banned from attend-
ing volleyball and football matches
in Iran, which officials say protects
them from lewd behaviour.

She was arrested on June 20 outside
Tehran's Azadi Stadium, where she
was taking part in a demonstration
demanding that women be allowed
inside to watch the international
league match.

Ghavami was released soon after, but
then re-arrested days later when she
was called back to reclaim items that
had been confiscated when she was
first detained.

The status of Ghavami's case is un-
certain because prosecutors have not
confirmed her sentence, according to
the broadcaster.

Ghavami previously went on a hun:
ger strike for two weeks before her
sentencing, when she was detained
for months before going on trial be-
hind closed doors.

The human rights group Amnesty
International says she has been held
at Evin prison, which has a reputa-
tion for brutality, and has spent time
in solitary confinement. Iran does
not recognise dual citizenship and
treats dual nationals as Iranians. De-
spite an international outcry against
the case, last month, a 26-year-old
Iranian woman was executed in Teh-
ran for killing a man who she said
had tried to sexually abuse her.

Mahmoud Azadnia’s wining work at the
10th International Cartoon Contest in Syria.

“The most important kind of freedom is to be what you really are. You
trade in your reality for a role. You trade in your sense for an act. You
give up your ability to feel, and in exchange, put on a mask. There
can't be any large-scale revolution until there's a personal revolution,
on an individual level. It's got to happen inside first.”

Jim Morrison
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