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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

ion > Surface Laser

Varicose Veins: <>Sclerotherapy <> Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radio
ipheral Arterial Disease: $ Atherectomy { Angiopla
$ Uterine Fibroid Embolization { Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion
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www.endovascularsurgery.com

105 Bascom Ave., Ste. 104, San Jose, CA

e2c, | Bay Area Colon & Rectal Surgeons

Dr. Negar M. Salehomoum
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We aim to provide the best care in the diagnosis & treatment of all colon & rectal conditions.

-.-—'-""-'—-
<>Rectal Bleeding <> Colon/Rectal Cancer <>Rectal Prolapse <> Diverticulitis <> Hemorrhoids™ |
<> Anal Abscess/Fistula <>Anal Fissure <> Anal Itch <>Fecal Incontinence <>Colonoscopy

<> Gallstones <>Hernias <> Inflammatory Bowel Disease <>Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery

(925) 274-9000 www.bacrs.com
290AWalnufEreek’, CAYISIS
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1. A minor or unimportant lie, especially one uttered in the interests of tact or politeness.
2. An often trivial, diplomatic or well-intentioned untruth.
3. A lie that is told in order to be polite or stop someone from being upset by the truth.
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Mohamad arandi
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Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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(408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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Tel: (510) 791-6332 + Fax: (510) 791-1923
1860 Mowry Ave. Suite 201, Fremont, CA 94538
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-

A
"’1-1 up + Hiring & Training Instructors
| e+ Licensed & Bonded

5 8> 5 20 5 U5 husg? (S 1)) rjgeT
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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Shawn Jahanbani & Lilly Yaz

Realtors

BRE#01506610
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We do Complementary Free Staging

& Videography to sell your home
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ooy (g P 4 y9) Sosd (L b g ) Ogumlysd b 1) Gl

Lilly: (408)761-7499 shawn: (408)916-8665

Email: lillyyazrealty @gmail.com

3194 De La Cruz Blvd., # 10, Santa Clara, CA,95054
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC
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+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com
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Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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cel: (408)781-1200
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Cell:

+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

(408)234-5793
office: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

m hamidr63@yahoo.com 4 www.hamidreiisi.com
1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

D948 ¢rb 43b 5idy Wy dagy 51
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Payam I\M Shayani, ESQ
ol Aceident Attorney
Auto, Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

Fi916);42-9999 (408)777-8867  (925)T77-0432

980 9th 'Street, 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
Sacraméhto, CA 95814 San Jose; CA95134 San Francisco, CA 94105
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1290 Fulton Ave., #C. Sacramento, CA 95825
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408)712-3788
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1
San Jose, CA 95124
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(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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Emon Komeily / Realtor
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This the Best time of the year for serious Buyers to Buy their home!

Mobile: (510)912-9292

ekomeily @gmail.com
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Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

1 am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 E"-_'_E

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070
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Sahar Selahi Insurance Services

Covered California - Uber - Pet Insurance

Farmers is the first large California insurer
offering a ridesharing insurance product

International Drivers license- DUI
No Worries...We will insure you!

4ot S C5 3 (3 o o 500 U
+Bond +Earthquake +Commercial +Life +Health

(408) 931-6434

oS (2ol oilel (oo 1y Lot (55901 g ()b 6o b5 b o
4030 Moorpark Ave., Ste. 250, San Jose, CA
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Silicon Valley TaxSavers, Inc.

oEbizl Oleas (29>

ledas o5 0

Eoseg@esiraqly o

Byl 2 32rly (52 (Olowial 09) S5 10T s 314
c|9é}| 9 03lgils 3 )b 51 O, U'.’.)? Cabyo+
;ML\{ 9 O =l 0,101 (sles )0 M&S#

(408)269-7283

lida.taxsavers@gmail.com
1777 Hamilton Ave., Suite 1100, San Jose, CA 95125
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Take your pick from our affordable
selection of treatments & Skin Care products,
& we will take care of the rest.




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 286 (NOVEMBER 2015)

SE QDS o Sl 5 a5l L
Wilo § azxg ol 98 5l Ly
o Slpw 93 45 Lo jl0) pw IV 4z
eSS (Olwgd U3 S Oliasd
d,LbJAJI.me:.&.:;bLL.z,»
w3y 1S Cil) dils dil> o oS
b gl 4,5 s 4l 3 5 S
(o il & 9 o 1,5 0T 1 5
Pl o) o 4 45 @3S e JLoS 4
T s gits ;50 45 iS50 5952 5
il (53 3 45 97 3Ky aweS Blgb
S (o) L 4S9 (e S )5 &
) 855 iy ) S e S5 &S
S ) 59Kz ok ) 531w Ol A5 4S o
ol S e sl 26 slga & 51
i 45 S s lle plie uy &5
4,59 ) 53 Sl Ol )l S
e b 4 dui i (b Sl () oS
oS dulss g ol gludxie 31 sl ous
B ey S92 @ Cawd Bl
S 93 ol g Wl 05,8 A (1 (s3] e
wude g gloto |y e235m (3 Sy
SUBT ol &5 S Wl il owils> |
5 55 ey |y Slslanl g b eglead ol
33 3g2s0 b Cusdly ol oyl 135
) sl >l g9 Sl 03,5 o
ol &5 Sloy 33 Yglas Wil axilws 5 do
p00 9 Ol pl W55 o S5 ol 93
85 (55l Slolunli Gisgiiuss ol !
o3l 35 o508 (s3lsm (o 5 iSune
2000 amivo > b dlis .l 039y

5hdar &8 ST b cudlows 5 caolan
Sy by ol plei o 3 4 32,8 Hilo
9 @sho 0y9d plod 55 plpl sla 3
9)u9¢,h:)lf)oc\5|,:)w|aw)l>ls
231058 o ol sl aal o J36 5 onad
Gt pledl g Loyl ($98 sl el
Olal > 51 sl 93 2 (e 3l puy s S
2y Ol S 3l ep st g Wby Glo S @
Sy Ol 5 98 ik ol
33903 o kT o6 olivoons by 2l )0
bl 50 285 513 5l Bsd 5 cole>
ol Glod olidome & Wk Sixe Wl
J5d & a5 3 sl WlSags g olg>ae>
oJ..x.ugy Woddls (u_.A.gél Qld.olwtg-w 9'
peldlll 13m0 el 0l )b Sy el
J8 4 gl S5 8L 53 1) Sl B alio 056
39 6é)4é‘) uif»'é )‘ ‘) U‘ﬁ‘ 9 ‘.U'JJLN)
e 9 Calgds b dlatnl b (393 b cales
)8 ol 5 0 el sl )KLk 31 o ol

ol (g 3] A
olis pull 5ol 5lpd 4y Jlo iz 3l (£ 2
ool g yu ds ol ] ol il ol 56
sl 31 35 365 g el lgl 3 a8
Mys3 sl sl ol pliiz & all
ot sl (Bl 31 5 5yl as goxa 591
9425 50 QUosl L g ey ol
oo B3 Gl 355 e b 5l o LS
7 ol (98 5 CdS (o ki wd S

s &) Comd oo

T
S‘\\
o:\~ ?

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

159 g pu

S 5 9l S
un”i.i ng_: yuaishno

j:
ptungls wial glisul

ik

Sweet Rendezvous

I05) 225-5004

=

e
093 ¢s ol ¢t 6515 Ml iU
We have over 60 flavors
of ncli and' déﬁaous ice creams!

c.f)b.'!b' 9 dJ'L'a'.w,) “A)f ELrE) )3
’,A.“) G._J’.w » b o3eg

Hours:Sunday-Thursday 12pm-9pm
Friday & Saturday 12pm-9:30pm

668/Blossom/Hill'Road’; San| Jose; CA195123
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i.u"s M Trucking

Free Estimates

S.M Trucking

Residential, Commercial Hauling Junk Removal & Disposal

ol Juld i il Cionti g g gt o richs Ly Lot anilil g JLi Jii g Joo

+Appliances +Mattresses & Sofas +Wood & Metal
+Clean-ups +Roof Tear-off +Green Waste
+Furniture +Remodeling & Demolition Derbis +Garbage
+Household Items ~ +Construction Clean Up +Food Waste
+Junk Removal +Water Heaters & Hot tubs +Yard Waste

ol Lo Jalsn e, La Snd
Sl Juols ules 315 0 b SleMbl ¢33 )5 (sl 59
info@s-m-trucking.com + http://s-m-trucking.com + License: #264706

500 W. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008

(858)245-5961
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Accounting, Auditing & Tax Services
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1="Tax Planning
1="Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

1=°"Tax Problem Resolution

1= Responsive to Your Needs
i=Reliable Service ==Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firestone
5 MICHELIN

: /4

FOR IVEATTERNG FOF WAILFT-

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYEAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Samira Talmoud
DRE # 01436270

Coldwell Banker Residential Broker
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ceit: (408) 439-8054

www.samiratalmoud.cbintouch.com 4 Samira.talmoud@cbnorcal.com

1045 Willow Street, San Jose, CA 95125
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Feng Shui & Astrology Certified Consultant
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atoosa3)@yahoo.com

9%bh6@|ﬁ9|%whﬁ|’)&‘;£)@)ﬁ
G o Bua 4 Oy sl Lz sl ol AL g s Gy g
A drwgi 1) 395 sl &y g pasd (S ) U i oS Lo
D13 (23 5> SBan < & Sl (Pl plugw €5 (S5 2 p0
225 (39 52 YU

SIS b g gl (5855 3 Cunspd Sla 65 e ¢
b 03lgils b g (o795 CBNS] o 9 kuly) ¢
Obls> 9 Olls=gi (sl 0455l 9 Cuia slo Cuzmo 4

+ Relationships

+ Self-esteem

+ Behavior Problems

+ Adults & Teens

+ Life Choices

+ Happiness & Balance

No matter what you want to change in life, the process is the same. | can help you
navigate this process. Together we identify what matters most to you, what has
been limiting you, & we design a personalized action plan to help you move forward.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
Serving the Bay Area
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Jasmine Carpet Care

J-.»sa@‘wmm

ES90 3 (55 OO Bt B 5 Olakes (st

IProfesionalTruckiMountSteam{Cleaningifor{Carpet!&iUpholstery

Carpet Steam Cleaning\ (Sofa & Love Seat

Steam Cleaning for Whole House, || Steam Cleaning
2 BR $ 49.95 Up to 1100sq. Excluding Stairs Most Fabrics
Reg: $99.95 $119.95 $99.95 each

Reg: $239.95

Reg: $199.95

(408)266-1111
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- ““ ROYA FOUNDATION
Celebnation of life

First exciting fundraising to build schools in Kurdistan.
Santa Clara Convention Center, NOVEMBER 227 at 2:30pm

= Dr. Nehzat Farnoody PHD
- RoJan
- Ziba Shirazi

- Farzad Arjmnnd

|

“‘h_.

E . : :-__*:.‘. : .-;g:.-q T—
Ve N - AW e

Roya Foundation is a nonprofit organization S01 C (3) #47-1921407 provides
humanitarian, educational assistance, health care, and medical aid
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Just like the nightly news. Only weeklier.

LAST
WEEK
TONIGHT

with JOHN OLIVER

BREAKING NEWS. EVERY SUNDAY.

SERIES PREMIERE
SUNDAYS

AT 11PM
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Best Film: Taboo, directed by Khosro Masoumi
Best Director: Abolhassan Davoodi for Crazy Castle

Best Actor: Parviz Parastui for Today

Best Actress: Elnaz Shakerdoost for Taboo

Best Screenplay: Mitra Tabrizi for Taboo

Best Cinematography: Nader Masoumi for Taboo

Best Documentary: I Want to Be a King, directed by Mehdi Ganji

Best Short Film: The Salt Man, directed by Sajad Moosavi

Best Director for a Short Film: Hoseyn Aslabdollahi for The Wall

Best Screenplay for a Short Film: Kamiar Faroughi & Ali Zarnegar for Transcription
Best Short Documentary: My Enemy, My Brother, directed by Ann Shin
Best Actor in a Short Film: Julian Glover for Mr. Invisible

Best Actress in a Short Film: Hoda Nourizadeh for The Other One

Best Cinematography for a Short Film: Vahid Biouteh for The Salt Man
Best Music Video: Yar, directed by Amir Soleimani

Best Animation: One of Thousands, directed by Baran Mohamad Reihani
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Caroline Nasseri

Accident Lawyer
Beginning in 2016, the Affordable
Care Act (ACA) requires certain
employers to report health coverage
information to the IRS and to furnish
a statement about health coverage to
their employees on an annual basis.
The IRS will use the information to
enforce the ACA's "shared respon-
sibility" provisions (sometimes re-
ferred to as the individual and em-
ployer mandates) and to administer
premium tax credits. The reporting
requirements differ based on the size
of the employer and the type of cov-
erage the employer sponsors.
Deadlines: For the 2015 calendar
year, the forms must be filed with the
IRS no later than February 29, 2016
(or March 31, 2016, if filed electron-
ically). However, you must furnish a
copy to your employees (and certain
other non-employees) by February
1, 2016 (usually January 31, but in
2016, January 31 is a Sunday).
Glossary: A number of factors
must be considered when deter-
mining whether you are subject
to these reporting requirements,
including whether you are part of
a controlled group and the type of
coverage that you provide. Here
we define some key terms:
Controlled Groups: A group of em-
ployers treated as a single employ-
er under section 414(b), (c), (m) or
(o) of the Internal Revenue Code
are counted as a single employer
to determine whether together they
employed 50 or more full-time and
FTE employees in the prior calen-
dar year. However, each individual
employer is required to separately
report with respect to its common
law employees.

Fully Insured Coverage: Generally,
the insurance company assumes
the health insurance risk. Most
small to mid-size employers offer
fully insured health plans.

Self-insured Coverage: Generally,
the employer assumes the risk and
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ACA Reporting:
What You Need to Do to Comply

pays participants' claims out of its
general assets or a trust.

Small Employers (Fully Insured):
Who handles reporting?

Your insurer.

If you offer a fully insured health
plan and had less than 50 full-time
and full-time equivalent (FTE) em-
ployees in the 2014 calendar year
(or during a shorter transition pe-
riod for 2014), you are not required
to file these forms. Your insurer is
responsible for filing the required
forms with the IRS and furnishing
a statement to your employees.
Small Employers (Self-Insured):
Who handles reporting?

The employer.

Generally, if you had fewer than 50
full-time and FTE employees in the
2014 calendar year and have a self-
insured health plan, you must com-
plete and furnish Forms 1095-B to
the enrolled individuals and file
Forms 1095-B and 1094-B (trans-
mittal) with the IRS.

What to report on Form 1095-B:
Part I: The individual's name, So-
cial Security Number (SSN) or
date of birth if the SSN is unavail-
able, and address, and a letter iden-
tifying that the coverage is employ-
er-sponsored coverage;

Part III: Your company's name,
employer identification number
(EIN), address, and phone number;
Part IV: Each covered individual's
(including the employee and his
or her spouse and/or dependents)
name, SSN or date of birth (if SSN
is unavailable), and the months he
or she was covered by the plan for
at least one day.

Note: Employers reporting self-
insured coverage do not complete
Part II of the 1095-B.

Small Employers (No Insurance):
Who handles reporting?

Reporting is not required.

Generally, if you had fewer than 50
full-time and FTE employees in the
2014 calendar year and don't offer
health coverage, you are not subject
to these reporting requirements.
Large Employers (Fully Insured):
Who handles reporting?

The employer and the insurer.
Generally, if you had 50 or more full-
time and FTE employees in the 2014
calendar year and offer fully insured
health coverage, you must complete

and file Forms 1095-C and 1094-C.
Forms: Complete and furnish Form
1095-C (Parts I and II completed) to
full-time employees and file Forms
1094-C and 1095-C with the IRS.
Do not complete Part III of the 1095-
C; the insurer will report the cover-
age information on Forms 1094-B
and 1095-B. You must furnish and
file a 1095-C for each employee
who was a full-time employee (30 or
more hours on average per week) for
any month of the calendar year.
What to report on Form 1095-C:
+Employee's name, SSN, and ad-
dress;

+Employer's name, EIN, telephone
number, and address;

+For each month, a code indicating
whether coverage was offered and to
whom it was offered (e.g., employee
only; employee and dependents);
+The employee's share of the
monthly premium for the lowest
cost self-only coverage (in certain
cases, this line can be left blank);
+For each month, a code indicating
that a 4980H safe harbor or other
situation applied (e.g., the employee
enrolled in coverage or was not a
full-time employee).

Large Employers (Self-Insured):
Who handles reporting?

The employer.

Generally, if you had 50 or more full-
time and FTE employees in the 2014
calendar year and offer self-insured
health coverage, you must complete
and file Forms 1095-C and 1094-C.
Forms: Complete and furnish Form
1095-C to full-time employees
(whether or not enrolled in cover-
age) and any part-time employees
(or certain other non-employees,
such as retirees) enrolled in cover-
age and complete and file Forms
1095-C and 1094-C with the IRS.
+For full-time employees not en-
rolled in the self-insured coverage
for any months of the year, only com-
plete Parts I and II of Form 1095-C.
+For full-time employees enrolled
in the self-insured coverage for any
months of the year, complete Parts
I, II, and III.

For part-time employees and other
enrolled non-employees (such as
retirees who were not full-time
employees for any part of the year),
complete Part I, line 14 of Part II,
and Part II.

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

Care Act

What to report:

See the Large Employers (Fully
Insured) section above for data ele-
ments required. For Part III, report
each covered individual's (such as
the employee and his or her spouse
and/or dependents) name, SSN or
date of birth (if SSN is unavailable),
and the months he or she was cov-
ered by the plan for at least one day.
Large Employers (No Coverage):
Who handles reporting?

The employer.

Generally, if you had 50 or more
full-time and FTE employees in the
2014 calendar year and don't offer
health coverage, you must complete
and file Forms 1095-C and 1094-C.
Forms: Complete and furnish
Form 1095-C, Parts I and II to
full-time employees and complete
and file Forms 1095-C and 1094-C
with the IRS. You must file a 1095-
C for each employee who was a
full-time employee for any month
of the calendar year.

How to Prepare:

If your company is subject to these
reporting requirements, start gather-
ing necessary data in order to meet
the applicable deadlines. If you file
late, you may be subject to a penalty
up to $250 per form ($500 if both
the forms issued to the individual
and to the IRS are late).

Note: ADP can provide you with the
payroll data available in RUN Pow-
ered by ADP® (RUN). You will need
to work with your insurance carrier,
benefits administrator, or broker to
obtain the health insurance informa-
tion needed to complete the forms.
Also, consider how you will com-
municate information about the
new form to employees. Because
employees will receive the form
for the first time in January 2016,
consider letting employees know
that they will need to use the infor-
mation to prepare their 2015 tax re-
turn. If your insurer is responsible
for providing the forms, consider
coordinating your communication
strategy with your insurer.
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Continued from Page 60

Petry can....

The ECHR made it clear that the law
should not prohibit expression of views
hostile to Christianity, but rather should
only control the manner in which these
views are advocated: “It is not blasphe-
mous to speak or publish opinions hos-
tile to the Christian religion, or to deny
the existence of God, if the publication
is couched in decent and temperate lan-
guage. The test to be applied is as to the
manner in which the doctrines are ad-
vocated and not to the substance of the
doctrines themselves."

Hence, even if the content of the poems
are hostile to the sacred of Islam, as
long as it is expressed in a decent and
temperate language, it cannot be con-
sidered insult and a limitation to free-
dom of expression under international
human rights law.

The Iran Context
“Insulting the religious sanctities”,
one of the most common charges
used against journalists and activists
in Iran, including activists who use art
as part of their campaigns, is referred
to in Article 513 of Iran’s Penal Code.
According to the article,“Whoever in-
sults the sacred of Islam or any of the
Prophets or the Imams, or Fatimah, if
the insult contains sabb [insulting the
prophet Mohammad], he or she will
be sentenced to execution, or else be
punished with between one to five
years of imprisonment.”

Although the prohibition of insult
does not go against international hu-
man rights law per se, since Iran’s
judiciary does not acknowledge the
distinction between insult and criti-
cism, judges have not only made the
article problematic under Iranian law,
but they have also used the provi-
sion to suppress dissent to the extent
that, on a number of occasions, the

Petry can....

+California is known variously as
The Land of Milk and Honey, The
El Dorado State, The Golden State,
and The Grape State.

4+ There are more than 300,000 tons of
grapes grown in California annually.
+California produces more than 17
million gallons of wine each year.
+The redwood is the official state
tree. Some of the giant redwoods
in Sequoia National Park are more
than 2,000 years old.

+The California poppy is the of-
ficial state flower. The California
grizzly bear (Ursus californicus) is
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smallest criticism of a state’s policy
or a discriminatory law has been
considered an insult to the religious
sanctities. Moreover, since the scope
of religious sanctities has not specifi-
cally been defined within Iran’s Penal
Code, judges have allowed them-
selves such wide discretion to include
any criticism of the state’s policy or a
discriminatory law as an insult to the
religious sanctities of Islam.

But Ambeyi Ligabo, the United Na-
tions special rapporteur on freedom
of opinion and expression, has said
that “prison terms and floggings are
clearly disproportionate punishments
for abuse of freedom of expression.”
Under international human rights
law, the punishment Iran’s penal code
metes out for insulting Islam cannot
be justified based on the necessity and
proportionality element required by
international human rights law.

Even if Iran’s judges can argue suc-
cessfully that the writing of Fatemeh
Ekhtesari and Mehdi Moosavi insults
Islam, they cannot, under international
human rights law, hand down such
harsh sentences. Even if their poems
are against the religious sanctities of
Islam, if these poems are not expressed
in a manner of hostility, and there is no
evidence that they are, they cannot be
considered as insult, yet alone receive
such harsh punishments.

But this is nothing new, and Iran’s ju-
dicial authorities are well known for
ignoring parts of international human
rights law when it suits them, despite
being signatories to these frameworks
and mechanisms. This is not the first
time the charge of insulting religious
sanctities has been used to suppress
freedom of expression in Iran and,
until Iranian judges apply the impor-
tant distinction between criticism and
insult, it will not be the last.

the official state animal.
+California holds two of the top
ten most populous cities: Los An-
geles and San Diego.

+Fresno proclaims itself the Raisin
Capital of the World.

+The highest and lowest points in the
continental United States are within 100
miles of one another. Mount Whitney
measures 14,495 feet and Bad Water in
Death Valley is 282 feet below sea level.
+Castroville is known as the Arti-
choke Capital of the World. In 1947
a young woman named Norma Jean
was crowned Castroville's first Ar-
tichoke Queen. She went on to be-
come actress Marilyn Monroe.

= v News
5 o il ! Lilly Yaz
et Realtors

lillyyﬁzrealty@gmail.com
Real Estate Roundup: Bay Area
Suburbs See Fall Home Sales Spike

Here’s a look at recent news of interest to
homebuyers, home sellers, and the home-curious.
HOME SALES RISE IN
INLAND BAY AREA COUNTIES

Bay Area home sales were on the uptick in suburban counties in Septem-
ber, as more buyers looked inland to lock in a purchase in a region where
demand for housing far outstrips supply.

Citing data from CoreLogic, the San Jose Mercury News reports that ex-
isting home sales in Napa County increased by 22.3 percent on an annual
basis in September, the highest rate of growth in the Bay Area. Home sales
were also up by double-digit percentage points in Solano (21.9 percent)
and Contra Costa (20 percent) counties. Home grew more moderately in
Marin, Santa Clara, and Alameda counties and declined in San Francisco,
San Mateo, and Sonoma counties.

The significant sales spikes in inland regions made for the busiest Septem-
ber in the Bay Area since 2009. “We continue to see the spillover effect
where people have been priced out of coastal areas closer to their jobs and
are moving further east and north,” CoreLogic Research Analyst Andrew
LePage said.

CALIFORNIA EQUITY
SALES CLIMB TO EIGHT-YEAR HIGH

Homeowners in the aforementioned Bay Area cities are helping drive up
the number of equity sales across the state, while distressed transactions
are moving in the opposite direction.

In a recent report, the California Association of Realtors says that equity
sales accounted for 94.1 percent of all transactions in September, up from
91.3 percent one year ago and the highest since the fall of 2007. Distressed
property sales, including short sales and REOs, dropped on a yearly basis,
from 8.7 percent in 2014 to 5.9 percent this year.

San Mateo County had the second-fewest distressed sales in the state, at
1.0 percent, followed by San Francisco and Santa Clara counties, both
at 1.3 percent. Mendocino County boasted the state’s lowest rate of dis-
tressed sales, putting up a goose egg.
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California Facts

+California's Mount Whitney mea-
sures as the highest peak in the
lower 48 states. Its most famous
climb is Mount Whitney Trail to
the 14,495 feet summit. Wilderness
permits are required.

+In 1925 a giant sequoia located
in California's Kings Canyon Na-
tional Park was named the nation's
national Christmas tree. The tree is
over 300 feet in height.

+More turkeys are raised in Cali-
fornia than in any other state in the
United States.

+Pacific Park, on the venerable
Santa Monica Pier, re-creates the
amusement parks once dotting
the ocean areas along the Pacific
Coast. Featured are 11 amusement
rides including the 1910-vintage
hand-carved merry-go-round ap-
pearing in the movie "The Sting."
+Alpine County is the eighth
smallest of California's 58 coun-
ties. It has no high school, ATMs,
dentists, banks, or traffic lights.
+Fallbrook is known as the Avocado
Capital of the World and hosts an
annual Avocado Festival. More avo-
cados are grown in the region than

any other county in the nation.

+In the late 1850s, Kennedy Mine,
located in Jackson, served as one
of the richest gold mines in the
world and the deepest mine in
North America.

+An animal called the riparian
brush rabbit calls Caswell Memorial
State Park (near Manteca) its home.
Endemic only to the state's park sys-
tem, the critter lives in approximate-
ly 255 acres stretching along the
area's once-vast hardwood forest.
+In city of Pacific Grove, there is a law
on the books declaring the molestation
of monarch butterflies to be illegal.
+The largest three-day rodeo in the
United States is held on the Tehama
County Fairgrounds in Red Bluff.
+Demonstrations on making tooth-
paste from orange by-products
were popular attractions at the Los
Angeles County fair in 1922. The
fair is held in Pomona.

+Located in Sacramento, the California
State Railroad Museum is the largest
museum of its kind in North America.
+Several celebrities are buried at
Hillside Cemetery in Culver City.
Included gravesites are those of Al
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Jolson, George Jessel, Eddie Cantor,
Jack Benny, and Percy Faith.

+California Caverns claims the dis-
tinction of being the most extensive
system of caverns and passageways
in the Mother Lode region of the state.
+Totaling nearly three million
acres, San Bernardino County is the
largest county in the country.

9 COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

+Inyo National Forest is home to the
bristle cone pine, the oldest living
species. Some of the gnarled trees are
thought to be over 4,600 years old.
+San Francisco Bay is considered
the world's largest landlocked harbor.
+Sequoia National Park contains
the largest living tree. Its trunk is
102 feet in circumference.

National Park was named the nation's national Christmas tree.

40n Catalina Island in 1926,
American author Zane Grey built
a pueblo-style home on the hillside
overlooking Avalon Bay. He spent
much of his later life in Avalon.
The home is now a hotel.
+Klamath Basin National Wildlife
Refuge contains the largest winter
population of bald eagles in the con-
tinental United States.

+Author Richard Dana (1851-1882)
wrote the novel "Two Years Before
the Mast." He inspired the name for
the beach community of Dana Point.
+In Atwater the Castle Air Muse-
um has the largest display of mili-
tary aircraft in the state.

+The Country Store in Baker has sold
more winning California State Lottery
tickets than any outlet in the state.
+Reputed to be the most corrupt
politician in Fresno County history,
Vice-leader Joseph Spinney was
mayor for only ten minutes.

+The Hollywood Bowl is the world's
largest outdoor amphitheater.

+The first person to personally re-
ceive a star on the Walk of Fame
in Hollywood was actress Joanne
Woodward. She received it in 1960.
+Death Valley is recognized as the
hottest, driest place in the United
States. It isn't uncommon for the
summer temperatures to reach more
than 115 degrees.

+The first motion picture theater
opened in Los Angeles on April 2,
1902.

+Yorba Linda is home to the Rich-
ard Nixon Library.

+The Coachella Valley is nicknamed
The Date Capital of the world and
The Playground of Presidents.

+0ne out of every eight United
States residents lives in California.
+California is the first state to ever
reach a trillion dollar economy in
gross state product.

+California has the largest econo-
my in the states of the union.

+If California's economic size
were measured by itself to other
countries, it would rank the 7th
largest economy in the world.
+Los Angeles is ranked the fourth
largest economy in the United
States compared to other states.
+Simi Valley is the home of the
Ronald Reagan Presidential Li-
brary and Museum.

+It is estimated there are approxi-
mately 500,000 detectable seismic
tremors in California annually.
+During his engagement at the Fill-
more West in San Francisco, Otis Red-
ding stayed on a houseboat in Sausalito.
While there he wrote his last song and
greatest hit: "The Dock of the Bay."
+The state motto is Eurekal, a
Greek word translated "I have
found it!" The motto was adopted
in 1849 and alludes to the discov-
ery of gold in the Sierra Nevada.

Continued on Page 58
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Poetry can be a Crime in Iran

On October 12, a Revolutionary Court
judge handed down heavy prison sen-
tences to two poets, sending a clear
message that the Iranian regime has no
intention of easing up on its repressive

treatment of dissenting voices. Taking
advantage of vague laws and deliber-
ately refusing to contextualize some
forms of free speech and artistic expres-
sion, these judges are building on an
already hostile climate for open debate
in Iran. Judge Moghiseh, well known
for being behind some of Iran’s harsh-
est sentences in Iran, handed down the
sentences in Branch 28 of Tehran’s
Revolutionary Court. He sentenced the
poets, Fatemeh Ekhtesari and Mehdi
Moosavi, to 11 years and six months in
prison and nine years and six months
in prison respectively. Both poets were
also sentenced to receive 99 lashes.
Ekhtesari was given a seven-year prison
sentence for insulting the sacred, three
years for publishing unauthorized con-
tent online and one and a half years for
propaganda against the state. Moosavi
was sentenced to six years in prison
for insulting the sacred, and a further
three years for possessing tear gas and
keeping it at his residence. Both were
given flogging sentences for shaking
hands with a na-mahram, or stranger
of the opposite sex. Although there is
no law that says it is illegal for unre-
lated men and women to shake hands,
some judges have deliberately and
arbitrarily interpreted aspects of Ira-
nian law (specifically, Articles 637 and
638) so that outspoken individuals can
be punished on these grounds.

Amir Raeesian, Ekhtesari and Moo-
savi’s lawyer, has challenged the ver-
dict: “Nowhere in their poetry are
there any words or subject [matter]
that could represent insulting the sa-
cred. All books by these two poets were
published with permits issued by the
Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance.” Raeesian also challenged the
charge against Moosavi of possessing
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tear gas, stating that his client owned a
self-defense spray and had obtained the
required permit to keep it at his house.
He further challenged Ekhtesari being
charged with “propaganda against the
state,” stating that there was
no evidence for the charge.
Hardliner media have at-
tacked both poets in the past,
particularly because  Sha-
hin Najafi, the controversial
[ranian singet/rapper based
in Germany who received
a death fatwa in 2012, has
included their poems in his musical
repertoire. Various religious reformers,
including Mohsen Kadivar and Hassan
Yousefi Eshkevari, have challenged the
death fatwa against Shahin Najafi. In
an open letter, they argued that even
though there can be restrictions on in-
sulting religious sanctities under inter-
national human rights law on grounds
of hate speech, as stipulated in Article
20 of the International Covenant in
Civil and Political Rights, punishement
for it should be in line with internation-
al human rights law when incorporated
into domestic law, something Iranian
judicial authorities have failed to do.
The Right to Insult?

So is there such a thing as the right
to insult under International Human
Rights Law?

The right to freedom of expression is
among the most controversial of human
rights, not only under Iranian and Is-
lamic law, but also under international
human rights law. Controversies over
cartoons published by French satirical
magazine Charlie Hebdo (spanning
nearly a decade, from 2006 to 2015), the
cartoons satirizing the Prophet Moham-
mad published in Danish newspaper
Jyllands-Posten (2005), and the anti-
[slam short film The Innocence of Mus-
lims (the film was controversial when
released in 2012, and generated fresh
controversy in 2015) have led to some
of the most heated and divisive debates
over the right to freedom of expression
in recent years. Because the depictions
of the Prophet Muhammad and Islam in
these and other artistic or journalistic
contexts have been regarded by many
to be offensive, governments, pressure
groups and individuals have placed
them at the center of the debate over the
limits of free expression. The United

Nations Human Rights Committee
and the European Court of Human
Rights (ECHR) have both dealt with
numerous cases in this regard.

The right to freedom of expression is
not absolute under international hu-
man rights law. According to Article
19 (3) of the International Covenant
on Civil and political Rights, it can be
restricted if it breaches the rights and
reputation of others, poses a threat to
“public order, or to public health or
morals,” or to national security, or if it
constitutes hate speech or pro-war pro-
paganda. As a result, a right to insult
does not exist under international hu-
man rights law, contrary to arguments
set out by some campaigners.

But it is important to differentiate be-
tween insult and criticism. Not only
is criticism permitted in democratic
societies, but is also considered to be
a necessary part of protecting and en-
suring the sustainability of healthy de-
mocracies. As Karmran Hashemi points
out in his book Religious Legal Tradi-
tions, International Human Rights Law
and Muslim States, under international
human rights law, criticism is distin-
guished from insult by assessing the
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way in which the criticism is delivered
and not by assessing its content. This is
well demonstrated in the case of Wing-
rove v. the United Kingdom. In 1996,
British authorities refused to grant a
distribution certificate for a video pro-
duced by Nigel Wingrove’s horror film
company. The British Board of Film
Classification denied the certificate for
the video Visions of Ecstasy, which de-
picted a crucified Jesus Christ engaging
in sexual acts, on grounds that it was
blasphemous. Wingrove appealed to
the ECHR, which ruled in favour of the
UK, stating that it did not consider the
denial of the distribution certificate a
breach of the applicant’s right to free-
dom of expression. “Blasphemy by its
very nature has no precise legal defini-
tion,” the ruling stated “National au-
thorities must be afforded a degree of
flexibility in assessing whether particu-
lar facts fall within the definition,” the
ECHR reasoned. “Because there is no
attempt, in the Board's view, to explore
the meaning of the imagery beyond
engaging the viewer in a voyeuristic
erotic experience, the Board consid-
ers that the public distribution of such
a video work would outrage and insult
the feelings of believing Christians...”
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