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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

Varicose Veins: $Sclerotherapy <> Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radi

al Arterial Disease: $ Atherectomy $ Angiopl:

Uterine Fibroid Embolization ¢ Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion
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www.endovascularsurgery.com

105 Bascom Ave., Ste. 104, San Jose, CA

N el o (o

Oblea 9 suile Lo e O 2 lge ISy 5 S 0l & ,2lee yauasiin JiS'9

Tt o 31 09 05 o Sl ol o o (B Elng 12
I By ) O G5+ 535 oy Buyb I S8 G5 + 10T € S p2las Slars +

OHYED))9 9 Olde b (g guaten SN (o )F ¢ Ol ySiin g o garde O ()5 +
(Deportation Defense) 31,51 (sl ol531> )> ¢ +

.[o.zil))?Go).g|)lo.afbc.LJlS,4.3.3_)‘.5Ca.,_li."),.oro).cC)),m))pb),nib||)u}p»&)lsru.:iswuﬁbl§la§
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U.S. Immigration Attorney
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Our Green Card & Consular Sucess Rate is 100%
(415) 398-4504

Offices also in Palo Alto, Mountain View & Irvine

425 Market street, Suite 2200
San Francisco, CA 94105

www.lawabedi.com + www.iran2usa.com

»




WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 298 (NOVEMBER 2016)

Al G - )l
(G pST o) TS 5l g Sy Liwgl

(g 03 pl ) 0Ll Ol ! 55 Y51
(3135 )y Z 1) ogtia yad o))

(g Sgunn) (s g S

Gt QLS (g3 3 501a) b

sl

(st 0 0315) b o (ylsh & 058" IS5
(g 0,9 5o1,5"Lt) ol (2 s 3 )3 (2
sl

(wsb 2a2) oo ol 51 o309

(s o) Gl sl al g 9 315 s
ClSo-(53)395 © jie) i jgy Sirbg
(el a3 2) oty 1 S s s
(55K (Jaiguz) a2 slajg, )3 o) (Ghdio
(! plyso) )b (o slemlasl

N (U1 )T s e 5
(a2l ) ln (slogS ) 31

s(oayabeiel Lo ) ol)lKan 9 S Komts 5,
(o155 caz) ) 20 AlS

(09w ez gia) (K3 sl 06
(> Jarw Jozra) €du>la Gliwld
s

(23 )i da-(bI5 S 3l ). 55
(015 LogT) G 2 Cgmn

(Culsa Golo) BT >

(S ploe) Olyic)

Jgaz - 5 i o el o295

O 5w J - lgg il

(ol gobe) oyl oley ol bl

Sl (ol U;I)T) oS BN 3590 43 Jglase O¥lgis
s

5

P
(plasiawgs dowi) rasls ialed 53 OU) s
(()|)|Juia,m 4La) &§f|)ig)gls L» @U&T
(UIS) LwT 51 ol 51

s s - L1

be dlis

he dllis

dbe dlis

e dllis

b dlis

be dlis

b dlis

be dlis

he dllis

dbe dlis

e dllis

b dlis

el

eSS

\ dxao
Y dxio
Y axio
¥t axio

ol 0 i

$ dxio
Y dxio
A dxio
{ dio
\ v dxio
Y o
\Y axio
\Y axio
\F axio
\0 dxio
\$ axio
Y axio
\A i
14 daxio
Y+ daxio
Y\ dxio
YY axio
YY dio
Yf axio
Y0 axio
Y$ dxio
YV axio
YA dxio
Y4 axio
Y axio

g e pu)sglss G Ol Y dxisg

YY axio

(obla le) b JB yia VY aomiso

PE dnio
YO dniso
Y5 dnio
PY nio
YA dnio
P4 nio
Fe dnio
FA dnio
FY anio
FY nio
PP dnio
PO nico
B5 dnio
FY dnico
FA dnio
P4 dnio
O+ doniio
O aoniso
OY aoxio
O aoniso
OF aio
00 doxiso
0 aoxiso
O aoxio
OA aoxio
04 aonio
e aoniio

LS o rized G0lF ol
SLwoS yo a5 g a5
slol oo 5o b sxely
2 M Siz g sl
Lo (5355 53 Zled3l k>
soslgls I Hbew 5
Sl 1y glasglpss B ualy
o.)l.é.lw‘;w 9 ).53 )| Ol
S o Zlga il laly (i
W SO Jle by ol
25 &5 Wie 39w o)lsl Al
30 b zleail 4y ylaly gl
Ve 50 P]ES 9 ok Al Y-
ol dol> anlogs Sl
09,5 0 S8 1wl araS 350
Ll e Gy Ko wss s
0¥ g Kol 595 D9 Lol
Lol cpyls amy SO oS oJlrivg>
((.‘ng.fbua )|~>d.>.::.g
Ol o 513 gl 5o
4 e &5 Gsdl s 53 Yyl
ESCwd s puylde Sl
350 33 531051 350 45218
Sl 0dis iyl 55 blg g
Jo Glojls (5855 Fodio
SUj oluwl a5 Wiie omedd
Glos 5 Zlga3l ([SosS 50 o
Lol Cal 485 (ygaleo Voo (y5iS
A Gsake 100 @y VeV Jlu U
o )0

T
S.‘\\
Qz\~ ?

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

2) PO aibY
WS 0 1993 JWw 10

A0 S Al Y e 03,5 i O3S Sl Olojle 45 iyl3S pwlel
1933 LT (2 5V a8 sl (8 )9S 51 (G a4 0 2935 L 10

3 9 Ly (ojsel Jro bazy x>
e Siiyel Al axsS ay ((SosS
0 Zlesil b gl5sss il sy
Dl 0 AR (S35

Zlasil &5 bvasy 350
S)g0 9 Mgy dwydo 4
3 S cisas
59bs il @ &S 0
Wl dghe i
S)low 558 5 5oL
9.8l oz 31 ulao
Mg 0

o> dody plgis b as Gl S ol
Iy BRysiS ok Lbcie (l p>d
Jeaod sl bl i el
(5955 5 gleail (Qby 9 ol
5 obsle S sz 50 solesb
ady lodyly 928 (U3 Slad (paizzon
Ll 03 5 i

S5 SRl $rsex o Oy
Olez lo)ysiS o iwy Jlosw (o
Awd Doy () 3O

Dyl 1) basw 5o

Ol oS WS e 036 g ol
S0 b Zlssil 4 seome dle Ve
ol 9 Wshio 353 31 3855 sl
Qi8] Jio o ysiS 5o 9240

& s ol glole IS
o ko B0 Sl jgy Calio
LS o 35S Wl (lojle
slas> > Wlge (85 Zlgosl o
ploi 53 1y Bosliiulegus 5 bl ;|
LS Sloyl sy s S W sbas
ol B (50 5 S
Sl el Jolse Wisise il
sl @sd> il zlgs sl @ ol x>

Own a Business? List your Business at iramny.com
Your Connection to the World

/O iran y Listing your Business, Events, Classifieds
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(408)221-8624 PO BOX 9804, SAN JOSE, CA 95157
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Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that
has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.
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Payam Mﬁ( Shayanl ESQ
T Aceident Attorney

Auto Motorcycle, Pedestrain, Slip & Fall, Work Injury

(916)'142-9999 (408)777-8867  (925)T7T7-0432

980 9th 'Street 16th Floor 2880 Zanker Road, Suite 203 425 Market Street, Suite 200
Sacraméhto, CA 95814 San Jose; CA95134 San Francisco, CA 94105
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

#k Advantage in Learning LLC
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+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering

( 408) 605-9493 www.advantageinlearning.com

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

uu.\-ﬂ.nul.f»u.ﬂs.\.m‘y&).\»cwhmﬂ w)u‘sal):lbwh))bé’o)|;|
ULAAbsMNuLMMI)nglASPml,:uw))wf)‘;' L ))Galo.wll:
] didogi «Liwgl 0 50 wg)ﬁé)ﬂ dalgs 1) gl didogd Gi,).\.u

g la ol 5l p aibg ol P;,mwb.\abncmpbhwglﬁ)y)ﬁcn):|p
ub)ésxéﬂ|y;f,mw&)bé.b|;| wlhlb@b)b@[ﬁwlﬁw
AJASW'OMBM[’LSPAG"S)I)’dsw;bb@uwyAquu)lw‘?)J
;| P"’“‘“"G"‘”b .\JLn)bcwbwo@»)mew))b' M)‘sﬁluwl uu’f
Luwgl Sl A.al)g) ‘slb)l.u Lw9| oprSélb cwb .\hly ;Pu»)u): 5T b&S)l
o i) g 0T 5 )15 pU D Wl 51 S 9 )15 00 03 sla i
W‘snu|44g§)bw F,,ul: Wo)»lbww)gab)ﬂ)w;)._sl.bw,.\wb
F‘S@W°ﬂ"9°3hﬂg’b)4‘|)ul&*’l éé;wg)bfl.wﬂé;,fpg

9 Hdsod (0 353 o2 i3l 5 W )5k
Lagh iao Luglogd 01y 0 10 02
oo & (Luog) 9 & Wgduy (D) (59 3]
(o) 9 yw )]y Axigd cdmd| iy cdindld
o ) bl 500 iS4y 35k o
O 5 950 gl sl g Ligys il
ST 5 gy 1y of o o9 (ssley W
aS 009 (Lwgl § W3) cpaod o>l 0
RiS) WIS ) ol judo a3l loj 5
S OB GeoJl asSy 5 Gl el

«Luwgh fl"

iy o2 SHIL ol Glod o wlis

ol 2 1y aghy ab LSS gloj 5o
ulé) & 5805 (25 wanldS 03,91 5
S onf S Glgh o g 39 a0 50
S GisS @ olal los e 091 0550
sl 03101 B 1y Wil olsi Lo a5 (S UsS
.JJ.})S o0 5§2&§ ¢P¢J|JJ L’ng' AJLué
SWlaS Wog s Gllgiw LS
L1y of 5 aizbls Gagl o b (il

M.'vb'.w,) 9 yw

Cell:

+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

i s

(408)234-5793
ofice: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

Your Trusted Advisor in

Real Estate & Mortgage

m hamidr63@yahoo.com 4+ www.hamidreiisi.com
51 E. Campbell Ave., Suite 110, Campbell, CA 95008

DRE#01326116+NMLS# 344666
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BAD CREDIT? WE CAN HELP YOU

(415) 814-5666
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ZENITH FINANCIAL
GROUP

J et

Late Payment . Judgment . Charge off . Tax Lien '1'-“5'-'-*-’ REPAIR
Collection . Bankruptcy . Inquiries . Foreclosure
Repossession . Chexsystem
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot

Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

9 (0 48 a3y > dony 351
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Mohamad Harandi

B

FINE HOMES REALTY
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Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area

o2 T35 U392 8l (Ll aaadg0 )l
Suiles o3l 35018 Y932 SUsly 9

034k aialish 9 dloicl Jold 4y x5 & Jlw

(408)605-1138

moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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(916)483-1700

#C. Sacramento, CA 95825

1290 Fulton Ave.,

Like s On f
facebook

DRE# 01066478
Taoh Al colo SeS solaibl byl b S 4595 @
Saulog i ) O &l s3ilys (oo Slojy Curdyo 0> (s b az v, @

Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

P V50 5 e (T ) Cun> €3l g AT pilyiee 0
loaled (5l 9 o 8 O)lg 31, lah IMal 5 G5 (a5 45 30l
Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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Own a Business? List your Business At
O irany.com
A1ran Y Your Connection to the World [~ 3

Ali’s
Construction & Remodeling
IS jlez 351 olessle LAS 4ids
(BT 03,5 BLol g 32 Olestl (sl
plo> 5 6551 S iloss

(408)-898-6474

www.alisconstruction.com Wexding and

Entertainment
Coordinator

Sl e o p b

4+ New Custom Home + Bathroom
+ Room Additions + Kitchen Remodel = .

L™ [ " L
v ' #"l--'“_“
1011 S. De Anza Blvd. , Cupertino, CA

Let us Build your Coustom Dream Home
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DISCOVER1:UNIQUENESS
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Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments
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14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

(408)559-7864
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Corporation
IPH.YI'D“ taxes

« Tax Audit

San Jose, CA 95124
B 88

«Tax prepraﬂon (i:nd!viduai &

«Specialized in “C,” “S,” & LLC

«Monthly bookkeeping

«Accounting system & installation

1900 Camden Ave, Suite 204
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
4+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
up + Hiring & Training Instructors
l + Licensed & Bonded
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(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408)712-3788

1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1

San Jose, CA 95124

Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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(408)244-7677
2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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Official Servies of ICCNC

Islamic Marriage: The Is-
lamic marriage ceremony and
recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd”
may be held at the Center or
at another location of your
choice. The Center will issue a
marriage certificate that is ac-
cepted by the Interest Section
of the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Islamic Divorce: The Islamic
divorce ceremonies and reci-
tation of of “Khutbeh Talagh”
are held at the Center. ICCNC
will issue a Divorce Certifi-
cate that is accepted by the
Interest Section of Islamic
Republic of Iran.

i =
Convert to Islam: ICCNC
helps individuals interested
in converting to Islam to go
through the simple process.
Also for those who require a
document to show that they
have officially become a
Muslim, ICCNC will issue a
certificate to this effect.

www.icenc.org/fa (5 10) 832-7600 info@iccnc.org
1433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612

Islamic Burial: The Center
provides complete funeral
services. [ICCNC has purchased
burial sites at Chapel of Chimes
in Hayward, in the Muslim
Section.

ICCNCORG
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website: www.acsnc.org
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EQUALITY

408-261-6405

Pars Equality Center
1635 The Alameda
San Jose, CA 95126

818-616-3091
Pars Equality Center

4954 Van Nuys Blvd., Suite 201
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403

www.parsequalitycenter.org

A BIA Accredited Agency
501 (C)(3) Nonprofit Organization
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Location!

Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

I am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 Iﬂ?

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firestone
5 MICHELIN

7

FOR IVEATTERNG FOF WAILFT-

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYEAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Laser Hair Removal
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+ Laser Skin Rejuvvenation
+ Laser Hair Removal
+ Titan (Skin Tightening)

Neda Amiri R.N.

(408) 3703882

1848 Saratoga Ave., #6A, Saratoga, CA 95070
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Feng Shui & Astrology Certified Consultant
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+ Relationships

+ Self-esteem

+ Behavior Problems

+ Adults & Teens

+ Life Choices

+ Happiness & Balance

Ol LugiT

V) sbeanl) 9 0
Professional Certified Life Coach
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No matter what you want to change in life,
the process is the same. I can help you navigate this process.
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1="Tax Return Preparation
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www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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Benefits of Beets

Beets are an ancient, prehistoric food that grew naturally
along coastlines in North Africa, Asia, and Europe. Origi-
nally, it was the beet greens that were consumed; the sweet
red beet root that most people think of as a "beet" today
wasn't cultivated until the era of ancient Rome. By the 19th
century, however, the natural sweetness of beets came to be
appreciated and beets began to be used as a source of sugar
(reportedly, Napoleon was responsible for declaring that
beets be used as a primary source of sugar after the British
restricted access to sugar cane). Today, sugar beets (un-
Jfortunately often genetically modified) are a common raw
material used for the production of sugar, but many people
are missing out on including them in whole form in their
regular diet. There's good reason to do so, in fact, as beets
contain a variety of unique health-boosting nutrients that
you may not be getting elsewhere. Plus, they're delicious!

Why Eat Beets?
6 Top Reasons
Beet roots have always been in-
cluded in my most recommended
vegetables list, although they are
in the "use sparingly" category
because of their high carbo-
hydrate levels. Although beets
have the highest sugar content
of all vegetables, most people
can safely eat beet roots a few
times a week (and their greens
in unlimited quantities), enjoy-
ing not only their sweet, earthy
flavor but also their powerhouse
nutrients that may improve your
health in the following ways.
Lower Your Blood Pressure
Drinking beet juice may help to
lower blood pressure in a matter
of hours. One study found that
drinking one glass of beet juice
lowered systolic blood pressure
by an average of 4-5 points.
The benefit likely comes from
the naturally occurring nitrates in
beets, which are converted into
nitric oxide in your body. Nitric
oxide, in turn, helps to relax and
dilate your blood vessels, im-
proving blood flow and lowering
blood pressure.
Boost Your Stamina
If you need a boost to make it
through your next workout, beet
juice may again prove valuable.
Those who drank beet juice prior
to exercise were able to exercise
for up to 16 percent longer.The
benefit is thought to also be re-
lated to nitrates turning into ni-
tric oxide, which may reduce
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the oxygen cost of low-intensity
exercise as well as enhance toler-
ance to high-intensity exercise.
Fight Inflammation

Beets are a unique source of be-
taine, a nutrient that helps pro-
tects cells, proteins, and enzymes
from environmental stress. It's
also known to help fight inflam-
mation, protect internal organs,
improve vascular risk factors,
enhance performance, and likely
help prevent numerous chronic
diseases.

Anti-Cancer Properties
The powerful phytonutrients
that give beets their deep crim-
son color may help to ward off
cancer. Research has shown
that beetroot extract reduced
multi-organ tumor formations
in various animal models when
administered in drinking water,
for instance, while beetroot ex-
tract is also being studied for use
in treating human pancreatic,
breast, and prostate cancers.

Rich in Valuable
Nutrients and Fiber
Beets are high in immune-boost-
ing vitamin C, fiber, and es-
sential minerals like potassium
(essential for healthy nerve and
muscle function) and manganese
(which is good for your bones,
liver, kidneys, and pancreas).
Beets also contain the B vitamin
folate, which helps reduce the

risk of birth defects.

Detoxification Support
The betalin pigments in beets
support your body's Phase 2

T
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detoxification process, which is
when broken down toxins are
bound to other molecules so they
can be excreted from your body.
Traditionally, beets are valued
for their support in detoxifica-
tion and helping to purify your
blood and your liver.

Eat Your Beet Greens Too
If you simply throw away the
green leafy tops to your beets,
you're doing yourself a dis-
service, as these are among the
healthiest part of the plant.
Besides containing important
nutrients like protein, phos-
phorus, zinc, fiber, vitamin B6,
magnesium, potassium, copper,
and manganese, beet greens also
supply significant amounts of
vitamin A, vitamin C, calcium,
and iron.

Beet greens actually have even
Iranian LGBT

It was, he told me, his first time
at the event and that he had suf-
fered a lot because he was gay
in Turkey. I wanted to ask the
people I met more questions but
many of the [ranians I spoke with
were afraid to talk to the press
fearing there would be repercus-
sions, in particular that it would
affect the outcome of their ap-
plication for asylum. They were
also concerned that I might be
an undercover agent working for
the Iranian government.

The Iranians I met didn’t trust
me — they had carried this fear
and distrust of Iranians all the
way from Iran. Many of the Ira-
nian LGBT community are both
refugees escaping the govern-
ment and their own families -
more traditional and conservative
families can be even more hostile
towards gay people and transsex-
uals than the government is.

The very same culture exists in
Turkey. In the past three years,
there have been numerous reports
in the media about Turkish peo-
ple attacking Iranian homosexu-
als. Even some Iranian asylum
seekers have harassed the LGBT
community living in the country.
Before civil war broke out in
Syria, when gay people were
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more iron than spinach (another
leafy green in the same botani-
cal family) as well as a higher
nutritional value overall than the
beetroot itself. For more details,
read "What Are Beet Greens
Good For?" You may be sur-
prised to learn, for instance, that
research shows beet greens may:
+ Help ward off osteoporosis by
boosting bone strength

+ Fight Alzheimer's disease

+ Strengthen your immune Sys-
tem by stimulating the produc-
tion of antibodies and white
blood cells

If you’ve never tried beet greens
before, don’t let them intimidate
you. They can be added raw to
vegetable juice or sautéed light-
ly right along with other greens
like spinach and Swiss chard.
persecuted, they were granted
asylum faster. Know as the
“golden cases,” asylum seekers
were jealous of how fast their
cases were handled. But in the
past three years, the situation for
Iranian homosexuals and trans-
sexuals living in Turkey has
massively deteriorated. It is now
Syrian refugees, including gay
and transsexual people that are
getting priority. They too, how-
ever, have bitter stories to tell.
A number of the Syrian trans-
sexuals living in Istanbul have
become sex workers. From my
time in Turkey, I never met an
Iranian transsexual that lived
in the same neighborhoods that
Turkish transsexuals lived or
worked in as sex workers. One
Iranian transsexual revealed to
me that customers looking for
sex tended to be either Turk-
ish or Arab and were rough and
paid as little as 20 to 40 dollars.
It goes without saying that this is
a risky way of making a living.
And this won’t change anytime
soon. For the moment the Syrian
civil war weighs down heavily
and the Iranian LGBT commu-
nity has to struggle, like every-
body else. Iran’s gay and trans-
sexual people are truly fighting
for their future, be it in Kayseri
or in Istanbul.
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Caroline Nasseri

Accident Lawyer
Bus accidents do not occur all
that often, but when they do,
the results are often catastroph-
ic. Due to the massive size and
weight advantage that buses
have over other vehicles, as well
as minimal or missing passenger
safety restraints, a collision can
cause incredible devastation and
severe injury to all involved, if
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Filing a Claim Against a Bus
Company After an Accident

not death. Regardless of whether
the bus involved is a conven-
tional carrier or a curbside car-
rier which makes frequent stops,
parties who are injured in bus ac-
cidents often have grounds to sue
the bus company for their result-
ing losses. But when exactly can
bus companies be held liable for
collisions?

Generally speaking, a bus com-
pany’s level of liability will de-
pend on the factors that caused
the collision. Like most other
personal injury cases, bus ac-
cident claims concern the legal
concept of negligence. If it can
be proven that the bus company

Iranian LGBT People
Fight for Their Future in Turkey

As gay people and transsexuals flee Iran for Turkey in search of
a better life, it is questionable whether they find it upon arrival.
And, yet, what they want above all else is the United Nations'
permission to remain there, says Reza HaghighatNejad. But how

long will it be until they get it?

The Iranian LGBT community
has lived in Kayseri, a large city
near the Turkish capital of Anka-
ra, for many years. In the sum-
mer of 2014, I went to Kayseri
to investigate their living condi-
tions, and that of Iranian asylum
seekers more generally.
Currently, many Iranian LGBT
people living in Turkey are
waiting for the United Nations’
decision regarding their asy-
lum application. In the past, the
LGBT community lived scat-
tered in different Turkish cities
but was forced to move when
Muslim residents from some of
the smaller, more conservative
Turkish towns reacted angrily
to their presence. The UN and
Turkish police therefore ordered
that they be sent back to Kayser,
although some have refused and
remain in Istanbul today.

During my time in Kayseri, |
spoke with three asylum-seekers
belonging to the Iranian LGBT
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community, including one trans-
sexual and two lesbians. All
three of them had lived in Turkey
for three years in cities such as
Kayseri, Istanbul and Mersin, a
large port on the Mediterranean
but are all now based in Canada.
During his time in Turkey, Sa-
man, a 20-year-old Iranian
transsexual, was forced to work
illegally for some time at a plas-
tics factory. This is because it is
prohibited for asylum seekers to
find work and so they are often
forced to find jobs underground
to sustain themselves. That said,
Saman was quickly fired be-
cause, according to his boss, he
was not strong enough.

Nazanin, who is a lesbian,
worked at the same factory. The
combination of a tiny wage and
an uncertain future meant her life
was a challenge for her and the
people she lived with, including
her gay friend Helia. Despite this,
though, they looked back on their

or its driver acted in a negligent
or careless manner, then the
injured parties can file a suit
against the company in pursuit
of monetary damages.
Common forms of bus driver
negligence include:

4 Driving while intoxicated

4 Driving while distracted

4 Driving while drowsy

4 Driving at unsafe speeds

4 Changing lanes without check-
ing blind spots

Nearly any party who is injured
in a bus accident may be able to
file a claim against the bus com-
pany, including bus passengers,
occupants of other cars, pedes-

time in Turkey nostalgically.
Both Saman and Nazanin are
from the Islamic republic of
Iran, a country where homosex-
uality is officially banned and
is punishable, at least legally
speaking, by death.

Contrary to when former presi-
dent Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
told an audience at Columbia
University in New York in 2007
“Iran didn’t have any gay peo-
ple in Iran,” here are two real-
life examples of Iranian people
belonging to the LGBT com-
munity and how their rights as
homosexuals are so frequently
violated in Iran.

Saman looked back on his time
as a transsexual in Iran bitterly.
He recounted memories of hor-
rifying social pressure, govern-
ment refusal to support him and
the medical procedure he needed
and the added difficulty he en-
countered trying to find work.

It is currently unknown how
many people from the Iranian
LGBT community are living in
Turkey. The UN has, thus far,
refused to tell the press if they
even possess the information. It
is, however, commonly accepted
that the majority of them choose
to live away from other asylum
seekers in order to lead quiet
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trians, bicyclists, motorcyclists,
and road workers. Likewise,
the close family members of
individuals killed in a bus ac-
cident may be able to file a
wrongful death claim against
the bus company. It is impor-
tant to remember, however, that
there are certain deadlines and
requirements which dictate how
long injured parties have to file
a claim. Since most bus com-
panies are owned and operated
by government entities, these
requirements are often far more
complex than a typical insur-
ance claim. For this reason, it
is important you consult with
a knowledgeable attorney to
determine the most appropriate
course of action.

lives away from the media.
At the end of June, I attended the
annual gay parade in Istanbul,
where I met around 10 Iranians
who were either gay or transsex-
ual. This was a noticeably small-
er following than in 2014 when
Iran’s LGBT community walked
in a large group carrying Iranian
flags and slogans in Farsi. This
year, numbers were drastically
reduced and members did not
walk together as a unified group.
This year’s gay pride in Istan-
bul also took place at a tentative
time — it coincided with Rama-
dan, the Muslim holy month,
when Muslims fast and pray. As
a result, Istiklal Street, where it
was held, was awash with po-
lice, both secret and in uniform.
During the rally, some partici-
pants chanted slogans against
the Turkish president, Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, which led to
a quick reaction from the po-
lice, who used tear gas, rubber
bullets and water hoses against
protesters.

Afraid to Talk
While at the parade, one gay
Iranian told me that a number of
gay people and transsexuals had
traveled from Iran to Istanbul to
attend the rally.

Continued on Page 58
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Tel:(408)298-1500 Fax:(408)278-0488

e-mail: CNASSEri62 @yahoo.com website: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112




