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Pain Mgmt: <> Epidural Steroid Injection <> Facet Injection <> Lumbar Discogram <> Nerve Block

ion > Surface Laser

Varicose Veins: <>Sclerotherapy <> Endovenous Laser Therapy <> Radio
ipheral Arterial Disease: $ Atherectomy { Angiopla
$ Uterine Fibroid Embolization { Varicose Embolization/Pelvic Congestion
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www.endovascularsurgery.com
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We aim to provide the best care in the diagnosis & treatment of all colon & rectal conditions.
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<>Rectal Bleeding <> Colon/Rectal Cancer <>Rectal Prolapse <> Diverticulitis <> Hemorrhoids™ |
<> Anal Abscess/Fistula <>Anal Fissure <> Anal Itch <>Fecal Incontinence <>Colonoscopy

<> Gallstones <>Hernias <> Inflammatory Bowel Disease <>Minimally Invasive Laparoscopic Surgery

(925) 274-9000 www.bacrs.com
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PO BOX 9804,
SAN JOSE, CA 95157

Pezhvak of Persia has been complied as carefully as possible and cannot guarantee the correctness of all information that
has been gathered and contained herein and does not accept any responsibility for any errors and omissions.
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Realtor & Mortgage Specialist
for San Jose & Bay Area
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moeharandi@yahoo.com
DRE#01183647 + NMLS#332989

4950 Hamilton Ave., Suite 211, San Jose, CA 95130
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We take the time. We listen.
We partner with our patient.
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What is af stake is more than one small
country; it is a big idea: a new world order,
where diverse nations are drawn together
in common cause to achieve the universal
aspirations of mankind--peace and security,
freedom, and the rule of law
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Shawn Jahanbani & Lilly Yaz

Realtors

BRE#01506610
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We do Complementary Free Staging

& Videography to sell your home
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Lilly: (408)761-7499 shawn: (408)916-8665

Email: lillyyazrealty @gmail.com

3194 De La Cruz Blvd., # 10, Santa Clara, CA,95054
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Iman Lalehparvar
MS Electrical Engineering
UCLA Graduate

(408)605-9493

Bk Advantage in Learning LLC
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939 g S0l y g9
e o3 =390 Y loi| Sy pda G5
S 50 g il i 6y 3 (UCLA) o il 0
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+Professional Tutor, one on one & group all ages
(1st-12th grade & College) +Specializing in SAT Math
Prep, Study skills & all subjects of Math & Physics

Faculty member at West Valley College, Dep. of Engineering
www.advantageinlearning.com

T
S‘\\
oz\~ R

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

,;,Ié,.t.n
€898 ol LS 5l Jis

9 098 pl e JITS 3k 035) il

6l atoxl .l 0353 153 (G039 Gl S50 sl i 35 1 01500 395 ) Usb 3 Ol
2k Gl pgy 5 ST 5 0ed 5 Kt b g 1 oy aylat sl e )l 1) Ol (i
65533 37 Ol 519 ol 8,5 sl il alols 01l b yiaghS 0150 45 030 195 Glas!
92 0T 024 01300 Ol 3 232 o3 ez 4 elaizl g g3 Gaas 5la Al il et 3>
St 4 sl S350 0l 9 Glo T st pn sty 1330 gl 5,58 oo g alecr 1

Sl ably B3 686 Ol P30 S8 Jg 93 9 )15 j1pd ,_,:.:a.xf,»

23 5] 3B 05 S 43b i3 Sl s
led oy ST 5 cine Cud lgd 55 392
O 93 05 oy Uy a1 5l e
Al S o 3l sl Ty gao

oo podo b 5 31 Gl Gl o8 40 395 5
o 1y 995 Sl slowld Gupws 5 dikgy
5L 59y 99 b Jlo ey llabes ey
OB 0 95998 sy 33 o 5 31 o ple
olbbe Hpam (S a0 gy ool yd g
ol KuSs 5l a5 0350 9 28l 0 5l
G LaalSs obe oSt o 31 wixdls
4335 o il S b 39 08  llaks
ool 03351 ladialid Hlys Sivgy Gl S
oo Ctly b ol (lolivales a5
ol (B e 39y 0 Jy WS e

DRE# 01066478
Taiob Al colo SeS (solaibl byl b S 459K @
Faulog i ) O &> s3lys (oo (Sloj Curdyo 1> (s b az 0, @

Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management

Proven Insights.
Proven Results.
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties

LSSL Gb 5lend o b als oS cud prals cus jo b

419 E. Hamilton Ave., Campbell, CA 95008
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+A History of Literary Criticism in Iran (1866-1951)
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,

Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &

Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot

Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

D948 ¢rb 43b 5idy Wy dagy 51
National Foot & Ankle Center

(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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Ali' Driving & Traffic School
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We offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

+ Driving + Training + Traffic School
+ Drivers Education +Seniors, Teens
& Adults + Free Home & School Pick-
up + Hiring & Training Instructors
+ Licensed & Bonded

i) > 9 2 5 U burgd (S 13) hjgaT
(408)370-9696 + (408)394-5249
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+No Cost Short Sales

Hamid Reiisieh

Real Estate Broker & Finance Advisor

ce: (408)234-5793
ofice: (408)298-2591

+Selling or Buying Residential and Commercial Properties
+Residential and Commercial Mortgages, FHA, HARP & Conventional
+Complimentary home evaluation

+1031 Exchange Transaction ( Tax Deferred )

m hamidr63@yahoo.com 4 www.hamidreiisi.com
1925 S. Winchester Blvd., Suite 200, Campbell, CA 95008
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Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to make it happen.

I am an expert seeking to add value to your next transaction.

hamid @true-vision.com + DRE# 01071456 E‘Tﬂ

(408)366-2180 + (408)253-5100
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd.Saratoga, CA.95070
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Chiropractic care is more than just
making the pain disappear. It is about
learning, understanding & taking care
of your body to improve your quality of life.

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.

www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara 3¢ ;0 638 1330 (;5lo S (5l v S|

(408)712-3788 (408)244-7677
1610 Blossom Hill Rd., Suite #1 2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
San Jose, CA 95124 Santa Clara, CA 95050
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Family Law:

+Divorce (Litigation & Mediation)
+Prenuptial Agreements
Estate Planning:

+Wills & Living Trust
Taxation:

+IRS & State Tax problems
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Experience and results matter.
Our law firm has both.

Camelia Mahmoudi
Attorney at Law/]J.D., LL.M. Taxation

(408)658-8580

camelia@camelialaw.com + www.camelialaw.com
2021 The Alameda, Suite 200. San Jose, CA 95126
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Kaveh Mirshafiei, Esq.

4701 Patrick Henry Dr., Bldg. 6, Santa Clara, CA 95054
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Gotta love a good combo
...especially when it saves you money

We can help you save an average of $ 600

Talk to us about combining your
renters and auto insurance today

Michelle Lic# OE35357 Eilatra Lic# OK18622

oS’ 2ol 5 K8 Lok 43 oils5 (o0 (alikg 9 W oS 5 il (59T o) sl 0) b o
Get to a better State. Get State Farm.
Call us today (408) 931-6086 & StateFarm

Mon-Fri 9am - 5:30 pm + Saturday 10am - 1pm + After hours by appointment

3220 Stevens Creek Blvd, Suite B, San Jose, CA 95117
Melissa Lic# 0J06934

*Average annual per household savings based on a xxxx national survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm. State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Com-
pany, State Farm Indemnity Company, Bloomington, IL State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
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Accounting, Auditing & Tax Services
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1="Tax Planning
1==Tax Return Preparation
1= Business Bookkeeping

1=°"Tax Problem Resolution

1= Responsive to Your Needs
i=Reliable Service ==Reasonable Rates

www.mytaxmd.com

Tel:(408)236-2444

Fax:(408)236-2484

3550 Stevens Creek Blvd., Suite 330 San Jose, CA 95117
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Farmers is the first large California insurer
offering a ridesharing insurance product

Sahar Selahi Insurance Services

Covered California - Uber - Pet Insurance

International Drivers license- DUI
No Worries...We will insure you!

ol S S5y () o o 5 500 b
+Bond +Earthquake +Commercial +Life +Health

(408) 931-6434

S (2 loly ol (oo 1 Lo (5501 5 (o)l sl (L5 L Lo
4030 Moorpark Ave., Ste. 250, San Jose, CA
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

Firesrone

FOR INTATTEANE FO# VAR~

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODFYFAR

4 KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408)738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.
Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
Established in 1996

(408)583-1200
1800 S. Winchester Blvd.
Campbell, CA 95008
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Feng Shui & Astrology Certified Consultant

g 3o olod (o s (S5 0 el 9 0l Gwlaol sl
www.FengShuiAndLiving.com  Parinaz@FengShuiAndLiving.com

R Kadkhodayan

o
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+ Relationships

+ Self-esteem

+ Behavior Problems

+ Adults & Teens

+ Life Choices

+ Happiness & Balance
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Jasmine Carpet Care

J-.»sa@‘wmm

ES90 3 (55 OO Bt B 5 Olakes (st

IProfesionalTruckiMountSteam{Cleaningifor{Carpet!&iUpholstery

Carpet Steam Cleaning\ (Sofa & Love Seat

No matter what you want to change in life, the process is the same. | can help you
navigate this process. Together we identify what matters most to you, what has
been limiting you, & we design a personalized action plan to help you move forward.

Atoosa Yekan "Not just another life coach..."
Serving the Bay Area

QY BY PRY=1Voe

Steam Cleaning for Whole House, || Steam Cleaning
2 BR $ 49.95 Up to 1100sq. Excluding Stairs Most Fabrics
Reg: $99.95 $119.95 $99.95 each

Reg: $239.95

(408)266-1111

(;ﬁ{{f[".b ,)L.f'""'*.r (g('-: ('—'ﬁ’:];g (s ()("' L] (JI‘(E (265

Reg: $199.95

sy jagiineenrpeten e com
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Just like the nightly news. Only weeklier.

LAST
WEEK
TONIGHT

with JOHN OLIVER

BREAKING NEWS. EVERY SUNDAY.

SERIES PREMIERE
SUNDAYS

AT 11PM
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Eight players in Iran’s
women’s soccer team are men

Iran's football association accused of being 'unethical'
after it is claimed eight players in women's national
team are men awaiting sex change operations.

telegraph: The country’s football
association was accused of being
“unethical” for knowingly fielding
eight men in its women’s team.

e -

Mojtabi Sharifi, an official close
to the Iranian league, told an Ira-
nian news website: “Eight players
have been playing with Iran’s fe-
male team without completing sex
change operations.”

Authorities reportedly ordered gen-
der testing of the entire national
squad and leading league players.
The names of the players thought to
be male were not revealed.

The Iranian women’s team play in
hijab headscarfs, long-sleeved tops
and tracksuit bottoms.

In 2014, the country’s football gov-
erning body introduced random
checks after it was revealed that four
national team players were either men
who had not completed sex change
operations, or were suffering from
sexual development disorders.

In 2010, doubts were raised about the
gender of the team’s goalkeeper.
Gender change operations are legal in

Iran according to a fatwa, or religious
ruling, pronounced by the late Aya-
tollah Ruhollah Khomeini, spiritual
leader of the 1979 Islamic revolution.
The law contrasts
with the strict rules
governing sexual
morality under the
. country’s Sharia legal
code, which forbids
homosexuality — and
pre-marital sex.

Sex changes are com-

monly carried out in phases in Iran,
with the full procedure taking up
to two years and including hor-
mone therapy before the full gen-
der transformation is completed.
Football is highly popular among
many [ranian women, despite reli-
gious rules that bar them from en-
tering stadiums to watch matches
between male teams.

Earlier this month the women’s
national team captain was unable
to fly with the squad to Malaysia
because her husband refused her
permission to fly.

“As a Muslim woman, I wanted to
work for my country’s flag to be
raised [at the games], rather than
traveling for leisure and fun,” Nilo-
ufar Ardalan, 30, said at the time.
“I wish authorities would create
[measures] that would allow fe-
male athletes to defend their rights
in such situations.”
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Dog Bites

Animal attacks can be devastat-
ing. These incidents usually oc-
cur to small children. If you or
your child was bit by a dog, you
may be able to file a personal in-
jury claim and even a premises
liability claim. Any type of in-
jury that has resulted from a dog
attack because of the negligent
or reckless behavior of the pet
owner may be reason for mon-
etary compensation. California

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

Civil Code §3342 lays down
the laws regarding dog bites in
California. This is a strict liabil-
ity statute which states that the
dog owners are responsible for
compensating victims that their
animal has bitten.

In order to hold the liable party
responsible for the dog bite, it
must be proven that the attack
took place either while in a pub-
lic area or in private area that
was not made safe for visitors.
If the victim was bitten while
trespassing on the owner's
property, they may not be able
to obtain monetary compensa-
tion. In many situations, the
dog's home life has taught him
or her to be aggressive around
humans. When a dog is not
treated in a proper manner, this
animal is more likely to attack.
If this behavior is recognized in
the animal, you can obtain sub-
stantial compensation for your
injuries.

empty of it's furniture,

He may be clearing you out
for some new delight.

and invite them in.

This being human is a guest house.

Every morning a new arrival.

A joy, a depression, a meanness,

some momentary awareness comes as an unexpected visitor.
Welcome and entertain them all!

Even if they're a crowd of sorrows,

who violently sweep your house

still, treat each guest honorably.

The dark thought the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing,

Be grateful for whoever comes,
because each has been sent as a guide from beyond.

That fruit of Paradise which came into your hands

Why did you not use your hands to plant inside your heart?
When time comes for you to tell about your tale

Go to its springhead, from the heavenly fruit start.

Come, fill the cup, and in the fire of spring

Your winter garment of repentance fling.

The bird of time has but a little way

To flutter - and the bird is on the wing.
Omar Khayyam

Rumi

Hafiz
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Continued from Page 59
My friend was....

He began by asking whether either
of them had clicked on a link or had
opened an attachment. “I really did
not remember anything,” says the
lawyer. “Then the expert asked me
if I had received any strange emails
recently. After many questions and
answers, I remembered the email
from my friend about his trip.”
After discovering that the phishing
attack had originated with his Irani-
an friend’s email, the lawyer tried to
contact his friend in Iran. But then
things took an unexpected turn. “He
wasn’t answering his mobile so I
called his home phone,” he says.
“His wife, who has always been
friendly and cheerful, picked up the
phone. The moment she heard my
voice she told me in English that [
had the wrong number.”

After this the lawyer contacted any-
body whose email might have been
hacked to warn them.

Many of the people the lawyer con-
tacted told him that they had recently
received emails from him, only to
find out afterwards that their ac-
counts had been the targets of phish-
ing attacks. “Some of these friends
are current or former cabinet min-
isters or members of parliament. [
studied at one the best universities in
the world, so it should not come as
a surprise that I have such friends.”
Afew days later, the lawyer received

a call from an unknown number. It
was the wife of his Iranian friend.
She told him that her husband had
been arrested a few days earlier as
he was about to fly out of Iran. By
sending phishing emails through his
account, the hackers had been able
to compromise the email accounts
of all his contacts. “My friend’s
wife told me that my friend has
been charged with espionage. They
have warned his family that if they
talk about it, the situation will get
worse for him,” he says.

The lawyer’s voice breaks up and
his eyes fill with tears as he talks.
“My friend loves his country Iran,”
he says. “All the information that
he gave me was directed toward in-
vestments. His family and I have no
idea what to do.”

These recent attacks are not isolat-
ed, and have been ongoing for some
time. And there is reason to believe
they may even be on the increase.
Over the last few weeks, there have
been reports that Iranian phishers
have hacked, or have tried to hack,
the accounts of Iranian journalists
and civil activists. The fact that
these attacks come at a time when
President Rouhani is due to address
the United Nations General Assem-
bly — amid widespread hope that
[ran’s economy will benefit from
greater economic investment as
sanctions are eased — makes it all
the more disturbing.

Once you make a decision, the universe conspires to make it happen.
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Eﬁ Real Estate

™ o K Lilly Yaz
et Realtors

lillyyazrealty @gmail.com

Real Estate Roundup:
Silicon Valley Home Price Reaches New Peak

Source by: Pacific Union

“Here’s a look at recent news of in-
terest to homebuyers, home sellers,
and the home-curious.

SAN JOSE MEDIAN HOME PRICE
BREAKS PREVIOUS RECORD
Hot on the heels of news that home
prices across the nine-county Bay
Area are just a few thousand dol-

lars short of their all-time highs
comes another study reporting that
prices surpassed their peak in the
San Jose metro area last month.

In its July 2015 U.S. Home Sales
Report, RealtyTrac says that San
Jose was one of 10 U.S. metro ar-
eas where the median sales price
reached a new high. At $822,000,
the median price in San Jose is
more than four times more than the
U.S. median of $189,500, which
was at its highest level in almost
seven years in July.

Nationwide, all-cash sales dropped
on both a monthly and yearly basis

to 22.6 percent, their lowest level
since July 2008. The San Jose real
estate market countered the U.S.
trend, with all-cash deals increas-
ing from one year ago.
CALIFORNIA, BAY AREA PENDING
HOME SALES PICK UP IN JULY
Pending home sales increased
from one year ago across Califor-
nia and the Bay Area in July,
while local counties have
both the lowest and highest
distressed-sales rates in the
state.
According to a recent report
k' from the California Asso-
ciation of Realtors, the state’s
Pending Home Sales Index
rose by 17 percent in July on
an annual basis, the sixth consecu-
tive month of double-digit increas-
es. Bay Area pending home sales
were up by about half that in July
— 9.2 percent from one year earlier.
CAR says that San Francisco
County had the fewest distressed
sales in California, at 1 percent,
followed by San Mateo (1.6 per-
cent) and Alameda counties (2.1
percent). On the other end of the
spectrum, Solano County had the
state’s highest rate of distressed
sales in July, at 24 percent.”
Source: Pacific Union Bay Area
Real Estate Blog
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"My Friend was Arrested in Iran,
and then my Email was Hacked"

iranwire:Before we begin the in-
terview, the lawyer reminds me
that we must not mention the name
of his Iranian friend who was ar-
rested two weeks ago. “My friend’s
family in Iran are trying to secure
his release. Iranian officials have
promised that the misunderstand-
ing will be cleared up soon and
they will let him go,” he says. “So
[ do not want you to include any
reference to his name.”

A European lawyer who works
with Iranian and European compa-
nies, my interviewee has recently
been targeted by government-af-
filiated Iranian hackers. After the
arrest of his friend, not only did
they hack his email and Facebook
accounts, but also the accounts of
at least 20 of his friends. “I want
everybody to hear this so future
targets can be more careful about
their online security,” he says.

The story began when his friend
traveled back to Iran. “Two or three

months ago his mother passed away,”
the lawyer says. “He went to Iran to
visit his family and to organize his
share of his inheritance. Throughout
his stay, we were in touch via phone
or email almost every day. After the
nuclear agreement was signed in July
many of our clients have been inter-
ested in investing in Iran or expand-
ing their existing investments. They
contacted us to find out whether Iran
offered any investment opportunities
and to find out generally what is go-
ing on in the country.”

“My Iranian friend owns a suc-
cessful firm here [in Europe] and
was interested in doing business
with Iran,” he says. “His children
have grown up and now both he
and his Iranian wife want to visit
[ran more regularly. He kept me
informed about what was going on
with the Iranian economic scene. A
few days before he was due to re-
turn he told me that he was going
to extend his trip so he and a few
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of his old friends could travel to a
city in northern Iran for a few days.
When he arrived there, he told me
that for some reason his phone was
not working, but that he would keep
in contact through email.”

At this point, the lawyer was not
suspicious.“l have been to Iran
several times and I know that such
inconveniences can happen there a

lot. So what my friend told me did
not surprise me in any way, espe-
cially since he continued to send me
emails in fluent English.”

But a few days later, a European
diplomat and a former classmate
from college contacted the lawyer
and told him they had received
“phishing” emails that appeared to
come from his private account.
Until then, the lawyer was not fa-
miliar with phishing. According
to Merriam-Webster, phishing is
“a scam by which an email user
is duped into revealing personal
or confidential information which
the scammer can use illicitly.” The
emails appear to be completely le-
gitimate and usually appear to come
from individuals, companies or or-

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

ganizations known by the target,
including personal friends, banks
or professional contacts. The
fraudulent emails contain requests,
or include links to phishing sites
that request, personal information
including bank details, passwords,
credit card information, or private
contact details.
Phishing Attacks on

at Least 1000 Contacts
The lawyer arranged a meeting with
his former classmate, and they de-
cide to consult an internet security
expert. “It was probably about 4
pm. [ sent an email to my daughter
and took a half-hour metro ride to
get to the office of the security ex-
pert,” he says. “When I left the sta-
tion I found out that 24 people had
tried to contact me without suc-
cess. When I arrived at the office
of the security expert, I discovered
that I had lost control of my email
account. Within just 45 minutes the
hackers had sent emails to about
1000 people on my contacts list.”
[t turned out that a few days earlier
his email account and the Face-
book page he had set up for his
children had been hacked. In ad-
dition to this, many of his friends
and acquaintances had received
phishing emails or been hacked.
The hackers had used his address
to launch the attacks.
The security expert asked the lawyer
and his friend a range of questions.

Continued on Page 58
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Lawyers Must Speak out for Baha’is

Mehangiz Kar calls for lawyers in
and outside Iran to raise aware-
ness about Baha’is imprisoned on
espionage charges, who face lon-
ger prison sentences than others
found guilty of the same crime.

I was a guest at this year’s
25th international assembly of
Baha’is, which is held in Chi-
cago every year, and witnessed a
special atmosphere there for two
or three days. Most of those in
attendance had been victims of
persecution — not for their politi-
cal activities but for believing in a
certain faith. One group had come
from Iran and intended to go back.
When they met with a lawyer or a
law student they were asked: “Isn’t
the maximum sentence for spying
10 years prison, according to Ira-
nian law? So why has it become 20
years when it comes to Baha’is?”
Currently, there are several
Baha’is is prison on charges of
spying who, according to Iranian
law, should have been sentenced
to 10 years in prison, and should
be released in two or three years’
time. But, with their sentences
doubled, these prisoners will re-
main in jail for the duration of
their most useful years of life.

A group of legal experts in Iran
have expressed criticism against
this illegal treatment of Bahai’s
found guilty of spying. But, in
Iran, the silence around the mat-
ter is so heavy that there is no
opportunity for them to speak up
or write about it. They have been
told that, even to start a debate,
legal experts outside the country
must first step forward. I have
also sensed this message and
promised to open the discussion so
that my colleagues can then respond
and search deeper into our laws and
legal frameworks for a possible so-
lution. Maybe we can make a dif-
ference to our Baha'i co-patriots
imprisoned in Iran, and maybe we
find a way out of injustice.

It is important to stress the con-
cept of “lawfulness”. Although
the crackdown on Bahai’s has
political, religious and histori-
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cal motivations, and none of the
accusations against them can
ever be proven, handing down
double-length prison sentences
for Baha’is represents a new tac-
tic on behalf of Iran’s judiciary.
It requires a new response. If the
lawyers and legal experts wish
to change these sentences of 20
years’ imprisonment for Bahai’s,
the best method would be to ap-
proach the matter via legal paths
and by addressing Iranian legal
framework. In this way, we will
avoid engaging with anti-Baha’i
elements in Iran — which we are
all well aware of — and concen-
trate on helping them.

The relevant legal clause is as
follows:

Article 505 of the fifth book of
the Islamic Penal Code says:
“Anybody, with the aim of un-
dermining the country’s secu-
rity, who proceeds in gathering
classified information in any
form, under the cover of official
authorities or governmental of-
ficials or any other method, and
who tries to deliver them to an-
other party, will be sentenced to
from two to ten years in prison
if they succeeded in their inten-
tion; if otherwise, they will be
sentenced to from two to five
years in prison.”

Therefore, the conviction of
prominent Baha’i figures who
have been in jail for seven years
on charges of spying is twice the
sentence mentioned and provided
for in the Islamic Penal Code.
Here, an essential and legal ques-
tion arises, which has not been an-
swered due to the restrictions on
discussions in Iran, and because
Bahai’s are not entitled to a just
a fair trial, or treated fairly by the
media. It is wise to put forth this
purely legal and juridical question
so that a legal defence for Bahai’s
will be made available. No gov-
ernmental institution with any po-
litical or religious orientation can
keep eternally silent when faced
with a logical question.

It is likely that most people read-

ing this article believe that the
espionage cases against Bahai’s
are made up and politically mo-
tivated. Therefore it may seem
irrelevant to assume that the ac-
cusation of spying is true. But
those who are realistic and rec-
ognize the difference between a
10-year prison sentence and a 20-
year prison sentence might also
consider feasible solutions and
join us in this movement. They
would agree that in order to save
a person in prison, one should
sometimes distance himself from
ideals and long- term goals and
concentrate on reducing the pain
of the prisoner.

I have to deliver this message to
those outside Iran: I hereby re-
quest lawyers and legal experts
to look at this question about Ba-
hai’s according to their own in-
terpretation of the law. All of us
are responsible for our co-patri-
ots. At the very least, we should
refer to the history of the massa-
cre and killing of Baha’is and try
to discuss their legal rights from
the point of view of a defendant.
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Even for lawyers who are not ex-
perts in Baha'’i cases, it is enough
to know that imprisoned Bahai’s
have been convicted of spy-
ing — and not of murder — and
should be sentenced according to
the punishments provided for in
law. The punishment for spying,
according to clause 505, is 10
years in prison. So why should
they remain in jail for 20 years?
The solemn and friendly face of
Ms Fariba Kamal Abadi and her
inmates, who are mostly middle-
aged and sometime elderly, gave
me the motivation to write this
article. Do not hesitate to pub-
lish your own legal views and
insight regarding this matter.
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