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e-mail: CNasseri62 @yahoo.com Wwebsite: Carolinenasserilaw.com

675 North First Street, San Jose, CA 95112
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LOS GATOS MEMORIAL PARK
Los Garos &

MemoriaL Park

DARLING FISCHER FUNERAL HOMES
Cellebrating ILife, Story @ @ Itmne

We are one of the highest reviewed cemeteries in Bay Area, providing excellet service since 1889

Funeral Services +Immediate Need + Pre Planning + Burial Services < Cremation Services

The passing of a loved one is a tragedy that every family will experience.

By planning ahead, you help insure that someone you
love will not have to make these difficult decisions alone.

Prearranging freezes the cost at today’s prices < Payment plans are available
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Proven Insights.
Proven Results.

DRE# 01066478

Res: (408)879-9343
Dir: (408)369-2020

Kamran Pourshams
Experienced Professional Realtor \

Residential, Commercial,
Property Management
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Experienced Agent in Short Sale
& Bank Owned Properties
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+ Headache + Sciatica + Degenerative Disc + Rheumatism
+ Lower Back Pain + Shoulder & Knee Pain + Neck & Hand Pain

Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara
www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Chiropractic care is more than just making the pain disappear. It is about

learning, understanding & taking care of your body to improve your quality of life
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tsB3)S 58,y 9 (S 51w Doc Decompression Table

(408)244-7677

2797 Park Ave., Suite #103
Santa Clara, CA 95050
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Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.C.
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+Foot related diseases +Bunion, Callus, Corn +Hammer Toe,
Ingrown Toe Nail +Sports Medicine & Injuries +Heel Pain &
Diabetic Foot Care +Ankle Arthroscopy +Pediatric Foot
Conditions +Flat Feet & Orthotics +Skin & Nail Conditions

Dr. Faranak Pourghasemi, DpM

My mission is to provide superior, comprehensive foot &
ankle treatment for patient’s current and long-term needs.

390 (o0 4 ypy B doy 5]
National Foot & Ankle Center
(408)884-5851

14981 National Ave., Suite #2, Los Gatos, CA 95032
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+ Living Trust
+ Living Will

oIl 9 Slodd 2553

Office of International Services

+ Last Will & Testament

+ Power of Attorney
+ Health Care Power of Attorney
+ Pet Protection Agreement

Appointment
Only

Office of Internationl Services is not a Law Firm

QOly

..wb‘s.odu Slous il 4l 00loT cadNs g 80 ¢ AU @i b ( Modl (o Dlovs> ,.9.:

(WS 0 5 ko Ty Lo ¢ ) oty g 8 o syt by Modl g o g

Phone: (408) 909-9060 + Toll Free: (888) 350-9060 + Fax: (408) 503-0040
900 S. Winchester Blvd. #6, San Jose, CA 95128
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Jeffrey Zinder

AliMoghaddami
Maintaining the highest level of Professionalism & Integrity.

+Pergonal Injury o oo g sl s ads'+
+ Buginess Litigation Sy goled a4
+Employment Law b8, g 2o, l5 yg0l S+
+ Criminal Defenge Jyad b g JUI g olEaly )3 ols jg0l alS's
+ [nsurance Dispute dow G €S g b )5 dow BV Jo s

With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we Strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.

Free Consultation
Tel: (818) 500-411 Tel: (408) 332-5885
fax (818) 500-4144 cel: (408) 643-1739
333 E.Glenoaks Blvd. #202 It N. Market St. #30
Glendale, CA 91207 San Jose,CA 95113
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(310) 477-7477 + (818) 908-0808
Also available at Amazon & Google Play
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DIVA OF LA JOLLA

We buy and sell Diamond, Gold, Watches, Silver, Platinum, Coins

L el § ot P ot 5y o e oadline (gl
i cbybe beladb 5 soud b Siw i dlga ds g0 WE BUY
lawloyd oy bo Jloxo g 2lga 1 ically LB e ol cuond g GOLD

Iosls 9 Plgr 005 05 9 wosd
Sl (o Wb pdy wilaw g 9P 9w S One of the largest
selection of Rolex Watches

We offer Custom Designs,
Jewelry & Watch batteries & repair

Certified Pre-Owned Rolex Watches

i Free Jewelry Cleaning & Ring Inspection
(While You Wait)

(No Interest if Paid in Full within 12 months

On qualifying purchases made with your
Synchrony Luxury Credit Card. Interest
will be charged to your account from the
purchase date if the promotional purchase
is not paid in full within the promotional
period. Minimum monthly payments required.

Apply Today!

(408) 241-3755

3911 Stevens Creek Blvd, Santa Clara
(Corner of Stevens Creek Blvd & Saratoga Ave.)
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Islamic Services Offered by ICCNC .. zoom)

Islamic Burial: iccNc provides complete burial services in accordance to the islamic laws.
T P P
At the present time, ICCNC can provide limited services for the wash and burial services.

please contact the office for details (510-832-7600)

l A ﬁ Marriage: 1slamic Marriage Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Aghd” at ICCNC via ZOOM.
>, ol

ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest Section of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Washigton D.C.

DivOrce: The Islamic Divorce Ceremony and recitation of “Khotbeh Talagh”

at ICCNC via ZOOM. ICCNC issues marriage certificates that are accepted by the interest
Section of TRL.

Accepting Islam: 1cCNC helps individuals interest in giving “Shahada” and

accepting Islam to become Muslims. We can held it via ZOOM. ICCNC issues a certificate for
this process.

@ 1433 Madison Street, Oakland, CA 94612 @) www.iccncora (@ (510) 832-7600
Qinfo@iccnc.nrg or Pr@iccnc.org o facebook.com/ICCNCORG 6 Telegram: @iccnc
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+IRS, BOE, FTB disputes +Business, Corporation, Nonprofit
Formation 4+Tax preparation for individuals and small businesses,

Trusts, Estates, Nonprofit +Will, Trust, Estate Planning, Probate
+Draft/ Review/Renew legal contracts +Immigration Services

Cell: (415) 314-1003 + oOffice: (800) 493-7065
651 W. Hamilton Ave, Suite 1000, Campbell, CA 95008

Shiva Moozoun
Attorney at Law

sy sl b ol ke
S 39> ile b 9 WupiS |y Gane
PRSI URUET APN
ls Mbs Gl o2 IS iy
S35 930 5 SN A (Glao
S22 b 5 g 5 56T ol o)y
abi g,k b (g s M w5 g
b sl 15 «gidsh gaas i
A 4y ailodo 3l (5814ed 9 SSU Wi
SO diuidlgd g 43 PR (3dan)
DUy yrdd |y 53S0yl g yrume duds
30 a8 SilaS 1 soluss b« Sl poln
$h & By yx0 b I BID
SosS 5 i WS g

adl g w160 )
G ly Jopsd W cley
Ladin &5 Wudd (0 30 15 wud 4
LS 0 40 o glise g b

Gy 9 b S p gy el Job y
Sz U as )b ol S0 glosl yo b
5951 4y 502 (59 & Gl g 3 iy
P30S o yd 33 O3l b (i Cudle
ool S5 @ (il ol 28553
O3 ol sy B plod oS 350>
3 i ol 9y 1y Gokd 4y oS ol
30t ol 03,5 0l gl S e
Sl B9 0 K03l (uid Ay ]
3,5 002 il 5,99 s plid 5
ol ol ol couaxi s> o o
a8l Sl g wedd o o Jilie
LS 0 AolSS 1) 39590 Sliwel 5o ol
&S gl @ oS B ol Gl ol
3310, o y9150 SUSSS )d o oylisl
Wl Al g Jy cul ool Pl
S g3 Bb jlz b ol sl s g
932 0liopod 5 0t Yoy sl 5 (5
(S s ’n‘)) 9 (Lwoy (lojls 58 | sl
33 ey gl 53 s oual B el
4l y a9 o b okl dndsgi aool eyt
) JolS 39 o b onaly olid

Iy giNasd cunl ol ol Woke () pxal

or ‘SU.),S
YA oSl -3l (SB3S 05y
el gl glojlw 10¥) 1TYY ala)xi
(Ghaodoo) (S35l 38 (LS !
OblS glpl @ by guls Sib g
Sluad hagd Lol cods dnivgs (6 )b sl
>l O)Lj L)'l‘ )9 ‘ol:B 6)'.0.3' C/Jl«f)'
lold (st yod 1 bausgi S a5 ouds
ol s 3l B 5 S 50l By a0
ola c\S’cwl (ENESTIRD (TP SFOE
0l 3 3l 5 WS o 0yl 350

OF 56355 ol

Sy asle ©OF slsgSy K8 g
ol gatio ! 3l Wikewo €l ol
oSl gl SO s 5l o oS el
WS g WY o3 ey 9
0l Jsb 5 Ol 3 ey iy 9 5 SU
St 98 2 a5 33ls o bl
|)M@)UA§U59§O{|O)[{)$W
Mgy o slod 43,5 055 5

S5 s Jsb 5 (il al
oy gy B8 0yl o s &y il
Wl @ dle> d>q 50 sl Gl 0
y of Cdshums (uSoud 45 (Bharod
LS (0 J5d

VA0V (sbogS ey ay ol asiyl 31 LS
oSl 358 4y 3 ls IS (s
S gl )bl 4y o ol pl o b
Sl 0 jostus 937 olnl 435 &5 il
3045 Sl woyd b lol (398 wdSS)
2l il JU 5 ol & e s
b aly gzl ol o olal & e
352085 (598 ol 2l 33 1y el i
9 Ly Oldo & (Fhao) By &S
el 311 B Sl s Cunlg>
)b b T S e ol ui
Olosbe 98 5 Gslel 9 bz 20 0 50



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 345 (OCTOBER 2020)

TR iy S

Sy @il b Iy b o o1aliS
prdlst Loz il S 5le> ué)s‘ ]
((P.Sd)ioay
éb)‘db‘ww&wﬂwu‘
Jto sbus 2 ool Loz il OIS SO
213 Jlo 2 085 5SS ol 3l il
a5 paiblys 1y of b els 31 g3
sl S e 395 58 530 010 Glwgd
5 Conla Gloge wbwe yu Loz il
e Il Glod s we Jlo o
f:‘ OJJMP U"'l:'. 39 |) d&.g[b Pbb as ‘)
MK&MO#BUg&@W}A
I)u;|,’|u»b (oasu.od)la.’ uL».wgch
)l JAB &)9‘ &U.o' LY bb)l)ml dlﬁ'
0,bl Bl oi 1y b il S ]
sl el 5 0d) il Adod Gl
Sl i)

_ag__rﬂ' i 5o oo i Lo
B sl oSyl (g 0T 0530
Olo)dl ys (rivgi e 4>
‘QJ\.\M ub): Ulf): U Cund
sl copsale alds

58 bo g s 3Bl dw olo il S5 o
od MJL»MgP:M)UwLoUK)J
w3ed plis sl wgd S 4 gl
él.'?)lf)..\.&wl FIS Cagd oyl NRE
Al 5 JhelS 015 gl 51 5
Sl g Hobl @b o ol 5o Bl oy,
ucmwue b j900 b 0l 0
PM él>)l 6[9‘ 6[») &b b)‘g d&u‘
M‘)Mbp@geéwlw

Sl il : S wilowaio o>l BT
S5 byl Bl ay ‘MaS fSodis!
€35 p3s5 39> jl oz wb ]
Db ey g WS |y phusd gy i
Syp b ol s 3l oy gL S
byl B : e ) Wl Lo ol
1S Sl Sl sboz il l.v.9|9 o]
okb 58 1) 05w aled o cpil> by

COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

")’%5 .O&y'
NS 85 g Sl

(@) $31565 u,«;"* .'

etratelahi@aol.comj

oo;w)o c‘d'lbbl.p)b k&ss)h“md
O wix a5 sl 03wl @ hasd (g
23 sl 355 )3 |y by

3oy 3l G ek 39y 2 el Sl
> I9 59500 4573 5 o Joyla Al
Gl 50 il b b Cblge Cunl S
Sl plol Gl 5o a5 351 owy Lo
o SHx ssly p 1y ousS Cuny
Shoz sl ool o jo) b 5 Ak
oo B plol 55y 5 Wz o |y s>
L Sl9BL sl 5 95 Jare U win
S5 9 b Lo ololy (5158l il ol
a2 S50 (0 9 bl |y oo pogabue
gel 8 1y Cowe Sl dod cul CiedS”
Loz oy he b1 158U Glod g pl 03 55
25 0wy s Jlo 2

2 4 3258 olinss Lot s o
bl 551 0 bls 1l sonig> b
).L.Q}PJL)U@)UM;HM
s o,bls o 5
°)b5u5595)°[w;~5‘/wwbﬂ
b ol 51 e 3 5 51 sl s
LWl o o S g kv o Canyd
u»b U"Wu"g9 ’a)lb \)Lul)\.U)lb
1S o 5 ddS o B g b
1y ool 0l 31 5 Saled S5 o 53
,;O»Lol CebliS o dlxo oy
f)‘bu»l)k)}‘)‘d)iéo)bbl@\)‘)'
«d,...cm.xf»wgﬁuly&m@)w
05 o 03l ol 3l Gilszei ol bls &y
2 0y90 4 il il 3 29 lo ok 5
b G 51 sysb s dg2 posde JS
o Sblre (lue) )3 posaiy b

JWAFG ¥ G 08y sty (@f- 9. 91) Fawgo s jlu (olod iyl

Individual & Group Lessons for All with Persian Traditional & Western Instruments

SR 9 ogas s IS
14505 Union Ave San Jose, CA 95124

(408) 559-7864
ce:(408) 771-3996




e (%
lod ‘
WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 345 (OCTOBER 2020) ’ }/0,0 COPYRIGHT BY: PEZHVAK OF PERSIA (408) 221-8624

% Y
T ./

=D ®
akery €& Kafe Uni
gl il 1 byl (o S e o e 1 (2 A L (S
Tilimwgd Jaumo 51 40 30 ) g 0 jowngd SIAS yowinsy g lowb C.‘»sé‘).é

Outdoor Sitting & Take Out
S oo &y QL B 50 1) 0 5 o5 s gugniles o S

The sandwiches are deliciously authentic!
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* Omelettes
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* Coffee & Tea
* Fresh Juices
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+ Employment Law
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With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
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+ Tourist Visa paviic.  BY Appointment Only st Sl
+ Student Visa P s glig+
+ Entertainment Visa ooy oguaiws 539 +

rore: (408) 909-9060
rure: (888) 350-9060 + .. (408) 503-0040

900 S. Winchester Blvd. #6, San Jose, CA 95128
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S & S Tire And Auto Repair

Complete Automotive Repair Service

X

Firestone

FOR INTATIERNEG FOU WAILFT-

-

R

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

ORIDGESTONE

GOODSYEAR

/ KUMHO
TIRES

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

(408) 738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

Established in 1996

We Are #1



WWW.PEZHVAK.COM ® 345 (OCTOBER 2020)

Glb b wdlgxo Slas ouy sl 5T ol
oy s 3 Gl JU S oy
o @i @ Ty cde 0yl alid
S o ol & iy G5
s> 1) ol 4 gyls 0 Lodo
oo o) 0,db o (g353u 5 o
ol ! oyl CaosS> 1SS ) PJ5S
5o don Jlu ez aw e wl
39> i |95 Galsd 9 2lys 9 (e
PR L Uéu\.,a/a L UQJ'” olés S9N b
o9 b xai 0dg b (gl 0dg3 o LU
t.ii) )‘).b ubé| 9 ulﬁk\ﬁ W Syko
u.:jgg W d')f)ls O‘) EY 6)&:.; ‘Ul’“
(3)3.«»[5 QL;.glJé AF o o 1 -
Sl S sl CundgeS b 2 1155 4>
! SedzoS (1)1 dolos olos (54
SRS 08 aw L (Bl i
SN CumseS O & pymge
5 S5 oL b Byl plomy plulwd
ol b 3,85 5 sunm b oo ol
QU Gilolw g o 350 B ds p ol pl S
G2y iy o O L als b)ls
g3 o 1 (ppod Sl 51 0 1255 o
A5y o WS 305 02 2 e 30 5 5l
pio 0 0xlgd 9 o sl ilaail>

CHwppashosaS Silod

Jloio o ST ardl by o150 &

S5 s 5 s ol @ o2 ol

abg yivo MBI Ll 515,00 7 21 5

Sl Dlgo 55 00 1 i by by

ls9 21 Sl o2 3,18 (5595 Llgh o 9
Llap fy &l Seusle

3 nej 0,5 add Jy ol s

I 5 & g I Jloguhio aolae
318 Glo B pmo i 595 ) >

hyls ply ol Saloy :a8
2810l GBI oo B ey o2 yiag) 555 >
@ WlgT ol Lodon 1dS 90,55 sl

(s (5 5% (i (y0

kS dleSe Wy

659)')“&].041{5\5@1)) M)guouoﬂ
13,3 (rod @atel Csd s lilg 2
CwogSe> ol 9 Wi sl 0jomae 19,8
Sl aod 5 wio b alS gl S
S 5wy Yl slole 5 plis
O SesSe sly solrig 4 Lok

o oo emy o Gyl ousyl

S 255 o (Il by tysS
9 0 S o WS Lo oly 08 a |y
oo AT IS &l w1y eiS

Location!
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Hamid Abtahi

Bl agyd g 25 yool N 9 s 31 jl e d LBl 5 26T
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Location!

Why Do You Pay Rent?!

Whatever my client's goals, my goal is to
make it happen.lam an expert seeking
to add value to your next transaction.

hamidabtahi21 @yahoo.com + DRE# 01071456

(408) 366-2180 + (408) 253-5100 |
12376 Saratoga Sunnyvale Rd. Saratoga, CA.95070

Location!
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Ali Driving & Traffic School

+ Driving

+ Training

+ Traffic School
+ Drivers Education

+ Seniors, Teens & Adults

A S5 g Tl el o IS
oblez g g QYL 6l
We Offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

Safe Driving
Saves Lives

+ Free Home & School Pickup

5 0 o 0 Safety is our most
4+ Hiring & Training Instructors
important concern

Licensed & Bonded
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WATEREETOWER Water Tower Kitchen
KITCHEN In the heart of Downtown Campbell

The patio at this fabulous hotspot in DownTown Campbell
is large with plenty of seating and the delicious, one-of-a-kind food served from our kitchen.

Beautiful Outdoor Patio, Take-Out & Doordash pickup

1O 39 s Laco ) g,-g‘l).)‘;\.): odlol e P FWERER V- T

www.watertowerkitchen.com ( 4 08) 5 02 -95 5 0

201 Orchard City Drive, Campbell
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+ Classes ONLY for people diagnosed with MS
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+Full Bookkeeping, Sales Tax Report & Processing +Monthly,
Quarterly & Yearly Financial Statements & Tax Filing +Payroll
set up (one time charge) +Payroll Processing +W2 or 1099 forms

issuance + Business Registration + Register Agent (This will
cover company registration nationwide & covers total States &

Federal charges.) Pl o

L ou I LS
Oy adal o 9lie CRTP: 4308025
cel: (650) 720-0182

reza@danfordservices.com %  rezad@danfordservices.com

21060 W. Homestead Rd., Cupertino, CA 95014
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Specializes in helping home buyers, home sellers &
investors throughout the Bay Area & surrounding since 2001

(650) 309-2700

mahinrealty @gmail.com
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CALL ME FOR
FREE no obligation home evaluation
FREE list of active properties for sale
FREE Real Estate consultation & more

ELITE

REALTY SERVICES
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Mehregan: The Autumn Festival

By: Morad Motamedi*

The Mehregan Festival or the
Persian Festival of Autumn is
one of the most ancient festivals
known, dating back to more
than fourteen centuries. The
word “Mehr” in Persian means
kindness and sun, the latter was
originally honoring the Zoroas-
trian Mithra or Mitra, the sym-
bol of light, love and kindness.
There are different accounts
about the origin of Mehregan.
Avesta, the Zoroastrian’s holy
book, divide the Iranian year
into two equal parts or seasons:
summer and winter. The begin-
ning of the two seasons would
be celebrated through Now-
ruz and Mehregan. Mehregan
would be celebrated each year
for 6 days at the beginning of
autumn on the 16th day of Mehr
(October 7th). Mehr is the 7th
month of the Persian Solar Cal-
endar. Celebration ends on the
21st of Mehr (October 12th). In
some area, on these days, farm-
ers carried out their harvest and
prayed God for it.

Some historians relate Mehre-
gan to a tale from Iranian folk-
lore. Mehregan is the day when
Feraydun defeated the evil Zah-
hak. The great Persian poet Fer-
dowsi described in his famous
book Shahnameh the origin of
the Mehregan celebration as the
victory of people in Kaveh Ah-
angar’s fight against a despotic
king Zahhak. In ancient times,
Zahhak was very cruel to the
people, so a blacksmith named
Kaveh, with the help of others,
sought out Feraydun, who then
caught Zahhak and prisoned him
in Mount Damavand. Feraydun
then became king and the peo-
ples’ lives were saved. The King
Feraydun and people had a great
celebration on Mehregan.

Some scholars believe that the
month of Mehr was the begin-

ning month of the calendar year
during the Achaemenid era,
and thus Mehregan feast cel-
ebrated the beginning of a new
year. During the Achaemenid
era, Mehr was mentioned many
times on stone carvings.

By one account, Mehr day is
the day when the first male and
female, Mashi and Mashiane,
were created and they asked
God to change them from plant
to human. Their wish was
granted on such a day.

Mehr is also the season of har-
vest in many areas. Mehr in
Avestan is “Miora,” in ancient
Farsi and Sanskrit “Mitra” and
in Pahlavi “Mitr.” Mehr sym-
bolized truthfulness, bravery,
and courage. These attributes
were re-enforced and admired
through prayers, rituals, feasts,
celebrations, and acts of charity.
Mehregan was celebrated in an
extravagant style at Persepolis.
Not only was it the season for
harvest, it was also the time
when the taxes were collected.
People brought gifts for the
king, contributing to a lively
festival. The ancient Iranians
thought Mehr was associated
with love, friendship, contracts
and covenants, and a represen-
tation for light. Later, Mehr was
also considered as a symbol of
the sun.

With expansion of the Ach-
aemenid Empire, the worship of
Mehr was taken to other coun-
tries. During Pre-Islamic and
early Islamic Iran, Mehregan
was celebrated with the same
magnificence and pageantry as
Nowruz in that it was custom-
ary for people to send or give
their king and each other gifts.
This fall festival is signifying
thanksgiving as well as a re-
minder of the cornerstone of the
Zoroastrians- good words, good

deeds and good thoughts.

For the Mehregan celebration,
participants wear new clothes
and set a decorative, colorful
table. The sides of the tablecloth
are decorated with dry wild mar-
joram. The holy book, Avesta,
a mirror, a few silver coins and
antimony are placed on the table
together with rosewater, sweets,
flowers, vegetables, nuts, pome-
granates and apples. A burner is
also part of the table setting for
kondor (frankincense) and es-
fand (rue seeds) to be thrown on
the flames.
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Some people drink Sharbat and,
as a good omen, rub antimony
around their eyes. Handfuls of
wild marjoram and noghl (sugar
plum) are thrown over each oth-
er’s heads while they embrace
each other. The great enjoyment
of the Mehregan Festival with its
lights, banquets, music and games

is celebrated in Persian poetry.
*Morad Motamedi received his
B.S in Health, Fitness and Rec-
reation Resources with Major in
Sports Management from George
Mason University in Fairfax, Vir-
ginia in December 2013 with a 3.7
GPA.

The sons of Adam are limbs of each other,
Having been created of one essence.
When the calamity of time affects one limb
The other limbs cannot remain at rest.
If you have no sympathy for the troubles of others,
You are unworthy to be called by the name of a Human.
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Iran executed wrestling

champion Navid Afkari

Iran executed wrestling champion Navid Afkari, who was con-
victed of stabbing to death a security guard during the anti-gov-
ernment protests of 2018. According to information released by
the state media, Afkari, 27, was executed by hanging in the city

of Shiraz.

What were the charges against
Navid Afkari?

Afkari was arrested on Septem-
ber 17,2018 and was given two
death sentences, one for retribu-
tion in kind by a criminal court

and another sentence for enmity
against God, which was given
by a Revolutionary Court.

Both these death sentences
were connected to the murder
of a security agent that took
place on August 2, 2018 in Shi-
raz. Afkari’s brothers Vahid and
Habib Afkari were sentenced to
56 years and six months and 24

years and three months in pris-
on, respectively and 74 lashes
each in connection with the
same case. All three brothers
have denied these allegations.
Late in August, Iran confirmed
Afkari’s death sentence for par-
ticipating in the protests.

Iran saw massive anti-govern-
ment protests that began in De-
cember 2017 in which protestors
called for an end to the Islamic
regime highlighting their inabil-
ity to revive the economy and
failure to address unemployment
and inflation in the country.

In a voice recording of Afkari
from inside the prison, which
was released by the group Am-
nesty International, Afkari said,
“If T am executed, I want you to
know that an innocent person,
even though he tried and fought
with all his strength to be heard,
was executed.”

e

Further, as per Amnesty, Af-
kari made a call to his family
on September 6, where he said
that he was being held in a wing
of the Adelabad prison in the
city of Shiraz, before his call
was cut off. On September 5,
Afkari’s forced confession was
aired on Iranian state TV in a
propaganda video that tried to
justify his death sentence.

There was considerable interna-
tional pressure on Iran to not go
ahead with the death sentence.
Following his execution, the In-
ternational Olympic Committee
(IOC) said in a statement that
it was “shocked” by the news
and mentioned that the I0C
president had made personal
appeals to the Supreme Leader
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and President of Iran to ask for
mercy for Afkari. “It is deeply
upsetting that the pleas of ath-
letes from around the world
and all the behind-the-scenes
work of the IOC, together with
the NOC of Iran, United World
Wrestling and the National Ira-
nian Wrestling Federation, did
not achieve our goal,” the state-
ment read.

Iranian journalist and activist,
Masih Alinejad took to Twitter
after Afkari was executed and
said, “We Iranian people are
furious because the Islamic Re-
public killed one of us for the
crime of protesting and this is
not acceptable in 21st Century.”
She demanded that Iran be boy-
cotted from sporting events.
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