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Expertise You Need, Results You Can Count On!

%'1 M i ' R~
SOLD - Represented Buy
Brooke Acres, Los Gatos

er

SOLD - Represented Seller
Portola Valley

SOLD Represented Seller
Saratoga

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Burgoyne, Mountain View

SOLD - Represented Seller
Santa Clara

SOLD - Represented Buyer
Oak Drive, Menlo Park

Shawn Ansari, Realtor
MS, e-PRO, Certified SRES, SFR, Probate

(408) 529-4574

www.shawnansari.com  Shawn.Ansari@Compass.com

DRE: 01088988
Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All materials presented

herein is intended for information purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but not verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without C @ M P A S s
notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.
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Relieve pain, restore balance, and regain
your health with advanced chiropractic care.

Fataneh Hooshdaran, D.. E
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+ Headaches + Rheumatism + Herniated Disc + Shoulder &

Knee Pain + Nerve Pain + Neck Pain + Lower Back Pain + Hand Pain

~
A yex0 "“b‘ From sports injuries to
everyday discomfort,
we help your body
heal naturally.
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Serving: San Jose & Santa Clara

(408) 244 7677 www.chiropracticusaca.com
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Pezhvak of Persia has been compiled with the utmost care, however, it cannot guarantee the accuracy of all information
contained herein and does not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions.
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s LOS GATOS MEMORIAL PARK

LOS GATOS &
nenoriairart DARLING FISCHER FUNERAL HOMES

Celebrating Life, One Story at a Time

We are one of the highest reviewed cemeteries in Bay Area, providing excellet service since 1889

+Funeral Services 4+Immediate Need +Pre Planning +Burial Services +Cremation Services
SRS o BT
! .__5 i - ;I i

The passing of a loved one is a tragedy that every family will experience.

By planning ahead, you help insure that someone you
love will not have to make these difficult decisions alone.

4Prearranging freezes the cost at today’s prices 4+Payment plans are available
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(408)884-5851

Foot-Related Conditions & Treatments

*Bunions, Calluses, Corns

¢ Hammer Toe, Ingrown Toenail
*Sports Medicine & Injuries
*Heel Pain & Diabetic Foot Care
¢ Ankle Arthroscopy

¢ Pediatric Foot Conditions

*Flat Feet & Orthotics

*Skin & Nail Conditions

National Foot & Ankle Center
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We Offer a Complete Course in Drivers’ Education
& Training with Professional Instructors

Safe Driving
Saves Lives

4+ Driving

+ Training

+ Traffic School
4 Drivers Education

+ Seniors, Teens & Adults
+ Free Home & School Pickup

, . . S t . t
important concern

Licensed & Bonded
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The sandwiches are deliciously authentic!

* Breakfast & Brunch
* Omelettes

* Sandwiches
* Salads

* Coffee & Tea
* Fresh Juices

* Dessert
* Milkshakes

e *

(408) 666-1

3275 Stevens Creek Blvd. San Jose, CA 95117

Order online with DOORDASH

fes

> AL
29 Mondays -Sundays 8:00am - 8:00pm

www.yeganehbakery.com
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Cupel‘tll’lO FlOl‘lSt For Every Occasion
Calio 2 3 Ak 2 513 JS o515 (095 G Folu
Brightening your world with flowers, plants, and timeless elegance

1) obTw ) olaad o 5l
A 134> bo S JS > 15D b
Wedding

Birthday

Anniversary

Funeral

ret: (408) 252-3560
Fax (408) 252-5788

Hours: info@cupertinoflorist.com ¢ www.cupertinoflorist.com Same Day
9am - 7pm Delivery

7 Days a week 7289 Coronado Drive, San Jose, CA 95129
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Any Occasion
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Clinical Assistant Professor at University of the Pacific, San Francisco

Dr. Ali Esmaili DDS

Sl 39w 9 013> OIS 2l e Slaid s Sl 21> 0 (050 (S juilaid e

+ General Dentistry + Dental Implants + Surgical Extractions & Bone Graft

C NoblePro Dental Thursday & Saturday 9:00AM — 6:00 PM
Tel: (408) 320-2849 . 1ext: (408) 549-4840
info@nobleprodental.com + www.nobleprodental.com

168 N BASCOM AVE, SAN JOSE, CA 95128
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Not a Law Office

(408)269-7283

Lida.asemangervices@gmail.com
(777 Hamilton Ave., Suite 2350, San Jose, CA 95125
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GOODSYEAR

/ KUMHO
TIRES

Family Owned & Operated

Oil Change Special
Get $5 OFF on
Regular Oil Change

Oil Change Special
Get $10 OFF
Synthetic Oil Change

For Scheduled Maintenance & any other information please visit our website at
www.sstireandautorepair.com

Established in 1996

(408) 738-1960
597 S. Murphy Ave.Sunnyvale, CA 94086

We Are #1
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With over 60 years of combined experience, including trials, mediations and arbitrations
we strive to present your case in its strongest light and achieve the best possible results.
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Interview with
Award Winning Actress,

Behdokht Valian

Jamileh Davoudi

Behdokht Valian is an Iranian film and
theatre actress. She gained internation-
™ al recognition by being the lead actor in
the short film Tattoo and was awarded
= best actress at the French Riviera Film
Festival and Salmuna International Film
™ Festival in 2019. And she shines in her
% latest feature film, Achilles, where she
& plays a political prisoner who is being
Y kept in the psychiatric ward and wants to
escape. The film has screened at numer-
ous international festivals from Toronto
and San Sebastidn to Rome, Sdo Paulo
and Hamburg. In Rome, it received the
Special Jury Prize. Achilles is available
: for streaming on Amazon and Tattoo on
Vimeo. I am very pleased that Behdokht
Valian has accepted my invitation for an
interview for “Pezhvak of Persia”.

You studied Interior Design and worked on numerous contracts
after graduation. How did you get interested in acting?

I’ve always loved interior design and architecture, an affection
that never disappeared, even while I devoted myself fully to act-
ing. After university, I worked for a time in several firms, but I
gradually felt my creativity fading. I realized I had become more
of an office employee than an artist, and that feeling pushed me
to rediscover myself. To breathe again, I returned to one of my
old passions: glass painting. Each piece brought a part of my
spirit back to life. But the real turning point came when my sister
introduced me to the Karnameh Institute during one of her visits
to Iran. I enrolled in their professional acting program in 2011,
and that was the moment everything shifted. It felt as if the path
I had been searching for suddenly lit up beneath my feet. That
was the beginning of the journey I’m still on today, a journey
that ultimately brought me back to who I am.

You started your acting career in theater and then moved to
films. Talk about that transition.

For me, theater was more than an art form, it was where I tru-
ly discovered myself. Like the foundation of a building, theater
gives actors their core strength. It tests you, reveals you, and pre-
pares you for the real demands of the profession. I was lucky to
join a theater group before even finishing my acting training.
One performance led to another, and that ongoing cycle shaped
me as an artist. Only after those experiences did I enter the world
of short films, which opened a new direction in my career and the
journey it began for me is still evolving.

You have been the leading actress in feature films such as Zero
Floor (2019) and number of shorts such as Tattoo (2019). What
are your deciding factors when choosing a role?

For me, choosing a role is like building a long staircase, each step
must be placed with care, because it shapes the entire journey.
Acting isn’t just performing; it’s entering a mental and emotion-
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al path, a quiet dialogue with the audience. The script is only the
beginning. It’s the subtext, the questions, tensions, and truths be-
neath the lines that gives a role its meaning. A part that looks good
but leaves no impact doesn’t interest me. Every role is an oppor-
tunity to explore the complexities of being human and to build a
bridge between myself and the audience. Choosing a role, for me, is
choosing a journey, a human experience, and a story worth telling,
something that stays with the audience long after the film ends.
Talk about making of your latest film Achilles (2023) which was
released after woman life freedom. The intimacy shown between
female and male characters in this film is very refreshing.

A few weeks before the protests began, we had already started
working on the film and were nearly halfway through when ev-
erything around us changed. Still, we continued, because the film
had something of its own to say and its story was not far from
the realities unfolding around us. Perhaps that’s why it has not
yet had the chance for a typical, wide release in Iran. The film
avoids slogans, superficial suspense, and artificial twists. Instead,
it creates a mysterious, intimate atmosphere, one where silence
becomes the language of the characters. With every look and
every pause, the viewer is invited into an inner journey that is
slow, poetic, and deeply emotional. The story follows a young
filmmaker disillusioned and burned out who takes a job in a
hospital to make ends meet. One night, he encounters Hedieh,
a political prisoner held in the psychiatric ward, who asks for
his help. This meeting sets off a journey that is both external
and profoundly internal, shaped by small revelations, silences,
and quiet moments of meaning. It is a film about what remains
unspoken, the silences and the buried cries.

What do you see in the future of Iranian Independent cinema?
Keeping cinema alive today, especially in this economic climate,
is like trying to protect a small flame in a storm. Yet, passionate
young filmmakers still keep independent cinema standing, de-
spite all the challenges. For example, before the twelve-day war,
I was working on a short film called A Sweet Day, a project ’'m
proud to have been part of. It needed less funding than a feature,
but there was no financial support at all; everything was paid for
personally. That’s the reality of filmmaking in Iran: when a film
isn’t commercial and lacks box-office stars, there’s no guarantee
of profit, so investors simply don’t show up. What remains is the
artist’s passion. Independent filmmakers move forward because
they have something to say, even if it means facing endless obsta-
cles, from finding funding to navigating technical and bureau-
cratic hurdles. This is what sets independent cinema apart: films
born from love and commitment, not profit.

What projects are your working on now?

I’'m currently working on two feature films, one of which has
been in research and development for more than three years.
It focuses on LGBTQ families, and as you can imagine, getting
permits, approvals, and financial support for such a subject in
Iran has been extremely challenging. Every step from funding to
production comes with its own barriers, especially in the current
economic climate. We’re still hopeful and trying to move for-
ward, step by step. Our aim is to give voice to LGBTQ families
and bring their experiences to the screen. This is the essence of
independent cinema: limited resources, but a deep commitment
to truth and storytelling that keeps the path lit.

I really admire you and all who keep the Iranian independent
cinema alive regardless of all the obstacles. Thank you so much
for your time.
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