
Rectortown United Methodist Church
3049 Rectortown Road
Rectortown, VA 20140
www.rectortownumc.org

OFFICE/MAILING ADDRESS
PO Box 301, Rectortown, VA 20140
Office: (540) 364-1066
Office email:  
Rectortownsecretary@gmail.com
Pastor: Steve Weedling
Pastor’s Cell: (434) 709-2654
Pastor’s Email: steveweedling@vaumc.org
Newsletter Design: Laura Symanski

February 2019

Rectortown
Reporter

Scripture     
of the Month 

Galatians 5:22-23
22 But the fruit of the 

Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,

23 gentleness, and self-
control. There is no law 
against things like this. 

Galatians 5:25
25 If we live by the Spirit, 

let’s follow the Spirit. 
>>>

General Conference 2019
Greetings in the name of our Risen Lord, Jesus Christ!  

The Special Session of the General 
Conference of the United Methodist 

Church will be held February 23-26, in 
St. Louis, Missouri, “to act on a report 
from the Council of Bishops based on the 
recommendations of the Commission on a Way Forward,” 
which was, “appointed to examine paragraphs in the Book of 
Discipline concerning human sexuality and exploring options to 
strengthen the unity of the church” (www.vaumc.org).

The Commission on a Way Forward submitted the following 
three plans to the Council of Bishops in November of 2017.  
After much prayerful deliberation and some tweaking of all 
three plans, the Council of Bishops voted to support the One 
Church Plan; although all three plans will be presented to the 
General Conference to be fair to everyone.

The Connectional Conference Plan would replace the 
existing Jurisdictions and the Central Conferences with three 
Connectional Conferences based on theological and Biblical 
understandings and practices. Those three conferences would 
be: 1) the Traditional Connectional Conference; 2) the Unity 
Connectional Conference; and 3) the Progressive Connectional 
Conference.  Existing churches would have to decide which of 
the Connectional Conferences to join.

The Traditional Plan would preserve the existing language 
of the Book of Discipline and provide for stronger accountability 
from churches, pastors, Boards of Ordained Ministry and 
bishops.

The One Church Plan is an attempt to allow for differing 
thoughts and theologies concerning human sexuality to coexist 
with one another while not forcing any church, pastor, or bishop 
to act in violation of their strongly held theological convictions 
concerning human sexuality. This plan: 1) removes restrictive 
language concerning human sexuality from the Book of 
Discipline; 2) allows pastors the right to perform or not perform 
same-sex weddings; 3) allows Boards of Ordained Ministry the 
right to determine criteria for ordination; and 4) allows local 
congregations to decide whether or not same-sex weddings 
could be performed in their local churches.  

From the Pastor
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Christmas Eve Candle Light Service Draws a Crowd

The Sanctuary 
was wonderfully 

decorated, and 
everyone was 
in a tizzy, as 
we gathered to 
celebrate the 
Savior’s birth 
— that most 
wonderful gift that 
keeps on giving!  
 

We were blessed again this year with many 
worshippers, gathered in a warm and safe place, 
to praise God and remember the reason for the 
season. Thanks to all that made this another 
joyous Christmas Eve. –Larry Scheuble
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As our elected delegates gather from every region and conference around the world to 
determine the path we will follow as a globally connected people of God, please be in prayer that 
no human will shall prevail — but that God’s will shall be done. This has never been our church.  
It’s always been God’s Church. And the day after General Conference 2019, it will still be God’s 
Church; and God will still be calling us to be at work in every nation, “to make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world!”

Grace and peace to each and everyone of you!
Pastor Stevè

>>> From the Pastor Continued

RUMC Parsonage Open House

On 22 December the Weedling Family 
hosted an Open House at the Parsonage. 

The house was wonderfully decorated, the 
food was great and there was fellowship in 
every room. The newly expanded driveway/
parking area was ready just in time for 
the many visitors. Thanks to Pastor Faith 
(pictured above) and Pastor Steve for making 
it a super event! –Larry Scheuble



Undecorating
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Christmas Eve at  
the Scheuble’s

One of our favorite events is to 
have friends, neighbors and 

family stop by on Christmas Eve.  
2018 was no different, except 
that the faces change as families 
grow and priorities change. We 
are grateful for the precious time 
that folks took to enjoy sharing on 
Christmas Eve! –Larry Scheuble

New Visitation Team 
Visits with Jean Payne

Roxie Willis, Shirley Embrey, 
Larry Scheuble and Pastor 

Steve started the year off with a 
visit to Jean Payne on 7 January.  
Jean is always pleased to have 
visitors… and a Cranberry Orange 
Muffin from The Red Truck 
Bakery in Marshall. Please let the 
Team know if you have someone 
who needs a visit! 

Rumc members were 
treated to a delicious 

lunch between worship 
and taking down 
the beautiful greens 
and decorations in 
the Sanctuary after 
Christmas. Thanks to the 
Fellowship Committee for 
the chilidogs and desserts.
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From theWorship Committee

RUMC After a Week of Snow 

After several snows over the past week, this 
picture on 18 January 2019 catches a fresh 

2 inches on a foggy, 32-degree morning. The 
Dogwood trees, fences, rails and other objects 
are lightly covered with the new snow, as it clings 
to the damp branches. The wintery weather did 
not hamper the Leadership Event scheduled the 
following day.

Maddie Walker has stepped in to provide music for RUMC. On 20 
January 2019, Maddie started playing the piano for RUMC’s very 

appreciative congregation and Worship Committee. Maddie is a High 
School senior, and is already taking college classes. Thanks Maddie 
for adding your musical talents to RUMC worship services!

Maddie Walker

Congregation listening to Pastor 
Steve’s Children’s Sermon.

Shirley Embrey   .   .   .   .   .   .2/7
Greg Kroes    .   .   .   .   .   .   . 2/15
Kim Kroes   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2/16
Betty Underwood   .  .  .  . 2/22
Chet Walker  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2/23

February   
Birthdays

Confirmation Classes  
Offered in March

RUMC Pastor Steve Weedling will be offering 
Confirmation Classes starting in March 
of 2019. Classes will be held at RUMC and 
specific dates/times will be determined based 
on the needs/availability of the participants. 
If you know any youth ages 12 through 18, 
please contact Pastor Steve, Lay Leader Larry 
Scheuble or Education Chair Kristen Hylton.  

From the
Education Committee



On Saturday 19 January 2019 the NDLC 
hosted a Leadership Development Event 

to present information on: how the various 
committees fit together; who the leaders are; 
what the NLDC and Administrative Council 
do; plus, share administrative and business 
processes used to operate efficiently and 
effectively. Seventeen officers, position holders, 
committee members and the Pastor attended 
the half-day event. The eight committees 
covered were: NLDC, Admin Council, Trustees, 
Finance, S/PPRC, Worship, Nurture and 
Outreach). Several “parking lot items” (items 
not on the agenda) were identified which 
will be reviewed and 

responded to through the Admin 
Council;
• Ways to communicate finance to 
the congregation.
• How do we fill the pews?
• Average age of congregation 
— how will our finances be 
sustained?
• What is the “One Church” 
recommendation going to  
Special General Conference in 

22-26 February 2019?
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From the
Nominations and Leadership Development Committee

Thanks to the  
Fellowship Committee for 
a “Continental Breakfast” 
and snacks through the 

morning.



Our Mission Statement
To be a catalyst for Jesus Christ, with a proactive, visible, and transforming  

presence, creating an emerging fellowship.

Every Week 
  at RUMC

Sunday Worship   
10:00 a.m. 
Worship for Adults and Children. 
Nursery provided.
Sunday School  
Adults: 8:45-9:45 a.m.  
Children: 9-9:45 a.m. 

RUMC Upcoming   
  Meetings & Events
Wed – Feb 6 6:00pm Trustees Meet

Thur – Feb 7 7:00pm Admin Council Meets

Sun – Feb 10 10:00am Boy Scout Sunday
Tue – Feb 12 7:00pm Worship Meets

Rectortown United Methodist Church
PO Box 301 
Rectortown,VA 20140

The Worship Committee is in search of pictures of RUMC events for a presentation at 
our 2019 Homecoming in May. Photos—outside, inside, baptisms, confirmations, weddings, 

etc.—anything that shows “RUMC history.” We are gathering photos through March 19.  
Either bring them to the church office at 3049 Rectortown Rd (Tues. thru Fri. 9am-12:30pm), 
email them to rectortownsecretary@gmail .com, or mail them to Rectortown UMC,  
PO Box 301, Rectortown VA, 20140. Let us know who’s in the photo, the occasion, and date. 

CALLING ALL RUMC MEMBERS—PAST AND PRESENT


