
Welcome to the Rectortown  
United Methodist Church 

 

No matter where you have been or where you have failed to be –  
what you have said or what you have failed to say - what you have 

done or what you have failed to do - whom you have loved or whom 
you have failed to love - you are welcome here. 

 
 

ENTRANCE 
 

PRELUDE - let us quiet our minds, hearts, and spirits as we begin to 
focus on the presence of God as we become aware of the Light of 
Christ in our midst. 
 
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and CELEBRATIONS 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP      (from the Abingdon Worship Annual, 2021, p. 85) 
 

As we turn away from the tomb, we encounter the risen Jesus.   
As we look in wonder, Jesus calls us by name.  Life, not death,  

is the deepest truth – God’s word for all creation. 
 

This is the day that the Lord has made.  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

This is the day that sees Christ rise. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

This is the day of new beginnings, for Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 
HYMN     Christ the Lord is Risen Today            UMH 302 
 
OPENING PRAYER      (from the Abingdon Worship Annual, 2021, p. 86) 
God of hope, in the midst of death, you call forth life.  When all 
hope seemed gone, you raised Jesus from the grave.  We come 
before you today, longing for your life-giving presence.  God of 
new life, raise us up with all your people.  Lift us from the tombs 
of our despair and doubt, so that we may rejoice in your power 

over death.  God of joy, fill our hearts with alleluias as we sing 
your praises.  All these things we pray in Jesus’s name.  Amen. 
 
YOUNG DISCIPLES’ MESSAGE 
 

I’ve just seen Jesus! 
 
 

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE 
 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
(adapted from FOTW Worship Companion, Year B, Volume 1, p. 149) 
  

Open our eyes and soften our hearts, O God, through the work of 
your Holy Spirit, so that in hearing your Word we may receive 
new life.  Amen. 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING 
 Acts 10:34-43 
 

Leader: This is the word of God for the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM RESPONSIVE READING 
 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
GOSPEL READING 
 John 20:1-18 
 

* Gloria Patri                 UMH 70 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 
 
MESSAGE    Insider knowledge… 
 
HYMN     Because He Lives              UMH 364 
 
INVITATION, CONFESSION, and PARDON 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 



GIVING OUR GIFTS AND TITHES 
 

Offertory Prayer   
 

THANKSGIVING 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

The Lord’s Prayer              UMH 895 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into  
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

SENDING FORTH 
 
HYMN      He Lives!                UMH 310 
 
SENDING FORTH 
 

This worship service has ended, and now your service begins. 
As you leave church today, you are entering the mission field. 

 
Questions for Reflection 

(adapted from FOTW Worship Companion, Year B, Volume 1, p. 149) 
 

Paul’s claim about Christ Jesus in 1 Corinthians 15 is a creed: Christ 
died, was buried, was raised, and appeared to many disciples and 

finally to Paul, who writes, “by the grace of God I am what I am” (v. 
10).   If you were to say those words of yourself, what would it mean 

that everything about you – all you are and have done – is “by the 
grace of God”?  Where is God’s grace evident in your life? 
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