
Exodus 33:12-33 
The Common English Bible 

 
12 Moses said to the LORD, “Look, you’ve been telling me, 

‘Lead these people forward.’  But you haven’t told me 

whom you will send with me.  Yet you’ve assured me, ‘I 

know you by name and think highly of you.’  13Now if you 

do think highly of me, show me your ways so that I may 

know you and so that you may really approve of me.  

Remember too that this nation is your people.”  14The LORD 

replied, “I’ll go myself, and I’ll help you.”  15Moses replied, 

“If you won’t go yourself, don’t make us leave here.  
16Because how will anyone know that we have your special 

approval, both I and your people, unless you go with us?  

Only that distinguishes us, me and your people, from every 

other people on the earth.”  17The LORD said to Moses, “I’ll 

do exactly what you’ve asked because you have my special 

approval, and I know you by name.”  18Moses said, “Please 

show me your glorious presence.”  19The LORD said, “I’ll 

make all my goodness pass in front of you, and I’ll proclaim 

before you the name, ‘The LORD.’  I will be kind to 

whomever I wish to be kind, and I will have compassion to 

whomever I wish to be compassionate.  20But, the LORD 

said, “you can’t see my face because no one can see me and 

live.”  21The LORD said, “Here is a place near me where you 

will stand beside the rock.  22As my glorious presence passes 

by, I’ll set you in a gap in the rock, and I’ll cover you with 

my hand until I’ve passed by.  23Then I’ll take away my 

hand, and you will see my back, but my face won’t be 

visible.” 
 

Leader: The word of God for the people of God. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 99 
The Common English Bible  

 
1The LORD rules – the nations shake!  He sits enthroned on 

the winged heavenly creatures – the earth quakes! 

 
2The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all 

the nations.  3Let them thank your great and 

awesome name.  He is holy!  

 
4Strong king who loves justice, you are the one who 

established what is fair.  You worked justice and 

righteousness in Jacob.  

 
5Magnify the LORD, our God!  Bow low at his 

footstool!  He is holy!  

 
6Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel too 

among those who called on his name.  They cried out to the 

LORD, and he himself answered them… 

 
7he spoke to them from a pillar of cloud.  They 

kept the laws and the rules God gave to them.  

 
8LORD our God, you answered them.  To them you were a 

God who forgives but also the one who avenged their wrong 

deeds.  

 
9Magnify the LORD our God!  Bow low at his holy 

mountain because the LORD our God is holy!  

 

 



Matthew 22:15-22 
The Common English Bible 

 
15Then the Pharisees met together to find a way to trap Jesus 

in his words.  16They sent their disciples, along with the 

supporters of Herod, to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we know 

that you are genuine and that you teach God’s way as it 

really is.  We know that you are not swayed by people’s 

opinions, because you don’t show favoritism.  17So tell us 

what you think: Does the Law allow people to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?”  18Knowing their evil motives, Jesus replied, 

“Why do you test me, you hypocrites?  19Show me the coin 

used to pay the tax.”  And they brought him a denarion.  
20“Whose image and inscription is this?” he asked.  
21“Caesar’s,” they replied.  Then he said, “Give to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God.”  
22When they heard this they were astonished, and they 

departed. 
 


