Rectortown United Methodist Church
February 18th, 2026   5:00 p.m.
Ash Wednesday
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Pastor: Eduardo Carrillo 
3049 Rectortown Road, Marshall, VA 20115 
Pastor’s Cell Phone: (703) 967-4361
Pastor’s E-mail: eduardocarrillo@vaumc.org
Music Director: Karen Chase
Ministers: every member of the congregation

Welcome to Rectortown UMC!

“This is the day that the Lord has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalm 118:24 NRSV

* Please Stand As You Are Able and Comfortable
PRELUDE - let us quiet our minds and hearts.
WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS and CELEBRATIONS
GATHERING
*BRINGING IN THE LIGHT OF CHRIST 
*CALL to WORSHIP 
Leader: We come to the ashes 
People: to remember we are dust, and to dust we shall return.
Leader: We come to the ashes
People: to confess our sins and seek God’s mercy.
Leader: We come to the ashes 
People: to hear again that God is gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.
Leader: We come to the ashes 
People: to open our hearts, to be renewed, and to change.

*OPENING PRAYER 
Holy and merciful God, we come to you aware of our failings. We confess our sins, lay down our pride, and open our hearts to your mercy. Create in us clean hearts and renew a right spirit within us. Meet us in these ashes, remind us of your steadfast love, and guide us toward a true change of heart. 
In this holy season, teach us to turn to you, to repent, and to live in hope, trusting that it is never too late for your grace to transform us. Amen.

FIRST READING
Joel 2:12–17

*SECOND READING 
Matthew 17: 1 – 9 

This is the word of God for the people of God.
	Thanks be to God.

SERMON   
“It’s Not Too Late for a Change of Heart”


	This worship service has ended, and now your service begins.
As you leave church today, you are entering the mission field.
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