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General Meetings

We’ve sent out a survey and our members have overwhelmingly voted to resume meetings in Sep-
tember. September 14th is the second Tuesday so please save the date and we’ll meet at the
Manatee Garden Club as we have in the past. For those who have joined us during our ‘hiatus’,
the Garden Club is located at 3120 First Avenue West in Bradenton. You can find a map on our
website.

Most of us have had Covid-19 vaccinations, but if you feel more comfortable wearing a mask,
please do. We'll try to have some disposable masks available if you don’t have one with you.
We'll also do our best to practice social distancing. We likely won’t have snacks, so be sure to
bring a bottle of water or some beverage with you.

Hopefully we’ll have our Culture Club at 6:30 PM, a raffle and a show table, so please bring ques-
tions or concerns for the Culture Club and any plants you'd like to place on the show table. And
haven’t we all had lovely blooms this past month and no place to show them off except on social
media. Many of us look forward to seeing familiar faces and some gorgeous orchids.

Orchids and -Reoim ioaamc\Yresi dent

Orchids are tough and they have the resilience or the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties. A
year ago, and for the first time in 10 years, water rats broke into my orchid greenhouse. They
chewed up almost every orchid; no matter what the species. They targeted the new and young
pseudobulbs of the Cattleya, the bloom sheath and the flowers. They cut the dendrobiums in half
and seedlings were chewed to a nub.

To keep the rats at bay, | did some modifications to the greenhouse. | read that rats do not like
changes, so | added a 100-bulb string of Christmas lights on a timer to turn them on and off every
hour starting in the evening until morning. Also, | put reflective tape on every shelf as rats do not
like their own reflection. | then set-up a 12-inch fan to run all night long. Lastly, | strung several
groups of beads. The oscillations of the fan moved the beads around all night long. No self-
respecting rat has shown its tail since then.

A year later the orchids had recovered with a vengeance. Where there was a broken pseudobulb,
two new pseudobulbs appeared from the same eye. Bulbs were appearing from the rear bulb and
from the side bulbs. The plants were doubling, tripling and some grew four or more bulbs. From
these new and larger bulbs, came an explosion of blooms. Some Cattleyas grew two and three in-
florescences with up to five flowers each. Thus far, | have 20 to 30 orchids blooming at one time.
Orchids are tougher and hardier than most people think. Take that, you rats!

Louis A. Mendez
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Harold Newton, 22 x 28 in., painted on canvas board.

Courtesy of The Lightle Collection.
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Wh a't Makes an Or edrindy in@&hkm@rvg haad ?

1. Orchid flowers are z y g 0 mo r, gldo icatled bilateral symmetry. This means that if you cut
the orchid flower in half, top to bottom, one side would look like the other- just like a face.
Most other flowers are radially symmetric — and look similar all the way around.

2. Orchids have a lower | i, @lso called | a b e | The labellum is the lower, center petal and
provides a landing platform for pollinators. Often the lip is unusually large and colorful in con-
trast to the rest of the flower.

3. The c o | u ma fusion of stamen/anther, where the pollen is made, and stigma, where the
pollen germinates. On other flowers, these are separate parts, rather than a single organ.

4. Ther o s t eib & flaprof tissue within the column that separates the stamen and stigma and
prevents self-pollination.

5. Po | | is awaxy capsule of orchid seeds. The pollinia are what pollinators carry away with
them to pollinate other orchids.

6. Because the seeds are so small they do not contain endosperm, the substance needed to
provide energy to germinate on their own. Instead, orchids, i n nat ur e, rely or
fungi to provide the nutr i.&hatachidgsdéaekdneutrition,shey g et
make up for in numbers. Ironically, the plant family with the smallest known seeds produces
the largest variety of flowering plants.

7. Epiphytic orchid roots are covered inv e | a ma kayer of absorbent tissue.

As you can see, beauty is not an orchid’s only asset. This only scratches the surface of what

makes orchids so interesting.
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