
General Meetings 

We’ve sent out a survey and our members have overwhelmingly voted to resume meetings in Sep-
tember.   September 14th is the second Tuesday so please save the date and we’ll meet at the 
Manatee Garden Club as we have in the past.   For those who have joined us during our ‘hiatus’, 
the Garden Club is located at 3120 First Avenue West in Bradenton.  You can find a map on our 
website.   

Most of us have had Covid-19 vaccinations, but if you feel more comfortable wearing a mask, 
please do.   We’ll try to have some disposable masks available if you don’t have one with you.   
We’ll also do our best to practice social distancing.   We likely won’t have snacks, so be sure to 
bring a bottle of water or some beverage with you.    

Hopefully we’ll have our Culture Club at 6:30 PM, a raffle and a show table, so please bring ques-
tions or concerns for the Culture Club and any plants you’d like to place on the show table.   And 
haven’t we all had lovely blooms this past month and no place to show them off except on social 
media.   Many of us look forward to seeing familiar faces and some gorgeous orchids.    
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Orchids and Resiliency  - From our President 

Orchids are tough and they have the resilience or the capacity to recover quickly from difficulties. A 

year ago, and for the first time in 10 years, water rats broke into my orchid greenhouse. They 

chewed up almost every orchid; no matter what the species. They targeted the new and young 

pseudobulbs of the Cattleya, the bloom sheath and the flowers. They cut the dendrobiums in half 

and seedlings were chewed to a nub.  

 To keep the rats at bay, I did some modifications to the greenhouse. I read that rats do not like 

changes, so I added a 100-bulb string of Christmas lights on a timer to turn them on and off every 

hour starting in the evening until morning. Also, I put reflective tape on every shelf as rats do not 

like their own reflection. I then set-up a 12-inch fan to run all night long. Lastly, I strung several 

groups of beads. The oscillations of the fan moved the beads around all night long. No self-

respecting rat has shown its tail since then. 

 A year later the orchids had recovered with a vengeance. Where there was a broken pseudobulb, 

two new pseudobulbs appeared from the same eye. Bulbs were appearing from the rear bulb and 

from the side bulbs. The plants were doubling, tripling and some grew four or more bulbs. From 

these new and larger bulbs, came an explosion of blooms. Some Cattleyas grew two and three in-

florescences with up to five flowers each. Thus far, I have 20 to 30 orchids blooming at one time. 

Orchids are tougher and hardier than most people think.    Take that, you rats! 

Louis A. Mendez 

http://www.manateeorchidsociety.com
http://facebook.com/manateeorchidsociety
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/ƘŜŎƪ .ƻƻƪ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ  ŀǎ ƻŦ  

!ǇǊƛƭ олΣ нлнм   

 $5,367.46 

LƴŎƻƳŜ   

     5ǳŜǎ   

     {ǳǇǇƭȅ {ŀƭŜǎ   

    Total receipts:  0 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ   

    

   

   

 Total Expenses   

/ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ  

WǳƴŜмΣ нлнм 
 $5,367.46 

 

TreasurerΩs Report 
June/July 2021 

This may not be 100% accurate but is close.   
Sharon will give us an accurate account at our next meeting 
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*ÕÎÅ ÁÔ 3ÅÌÂÙ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÓ 

9ÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÍÏÒÅ ×ÅÅËÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇ ÅØÈÉÂÉÔÉÏÎ ÉÆ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ             
ÁÌÒÅÁÄÙ ÄÏÎÅ ÓÏȢ 

2ÏÙ ,ÉÃÈÔÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȡ -ÏÎÅÔȭÓ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ 'ÏÅÓ 0ÏÐȦ 
February 13 to June 27, 2021, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the Downtown Sarasota Campus 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ tƻǇ ŀǊǝǎǘΩǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ-ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊπ
ƭƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀȅǎǘŀŎƪǎΦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ [ƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŀȅǎǘŀŎƪǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀǇƭŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴ τ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ŎǊŜπ
ŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мллΣллл ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ {Ŝƭōȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎπ
ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ŦŀƳŜŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ ŀǘ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇ !Ǌǘ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ wƻȅ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴπ
ǎǘŜƛƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ 
ǘǊŜƭƭƛǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƧǳǊƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǎƘ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛȄŜŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ 
ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘΦ 

{Ŝƭōȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎτ/ƻƳƛƴƎ ǎƻƻƴ τWǳƭȅ мл ǘƻ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нсΣ нлнм  

5ǊŜŀƳ ! ²ƻǊƭŘΥ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ [ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ tŀƛƴǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aƛŘ-/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ 

¢ƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅƳŜƴ 
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YELLOW STICKY CARDS 

ŀǊŜ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǧǊŀŎǘ ŀƴŘ 
ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŘǳƭǘ ƭƛŦŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ 
όǿƛƴƎŜŘύ ƛƴǎŜŎǘ ǇŜǎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ŦǳƴƎǳǎ ƎƴŀǘǎΣ ƭŜŀŦƳƛƴŜǊǎΣ ǎƘƻǊŜ 
ƅƛŜǎΣ ǘƘǊƛǇǎΣ ǿƛƴƎŜŘ ŀǇƘƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƘƛǘŜƅƛŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
ǊŜŀŘȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ 
ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƳŀƪŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ 

ǎǝŎƪȅ ǘǊŀǇǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀŘƛƭȅ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎΦ {ƛƳǇπ
ƭȅ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ŎǳǇΣ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
±ŀǎŜƭƛƴŜ ƻǊ ¢ŀƴƎƭŜŦƻƻǘϯ όǎƻƭŘ ƛƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŎŜƴπ
ǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎ-ōƻȄ ǎǘƻǊŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ǳǇǎƛŘŜ 
Řƻǿƴ ƻƴ ŀ ǎǘŀƪŜ ǘŀƭƭ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǇ ƻǇŜƴπ
ƛƴƎ ŀǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǾŜ ŦƻƭƛŀƎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎǳǇǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǇŜǊƛƻŘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ 
ƛƴǎŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻŀǝƴƎ ƻǊ ƭƻǎǎ ƻŦ ǎǝŎƪƛƴŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
ǝƳŜΦ 

wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ !h{ aŀƎŀȊƛƴŜ όaŀȅ нлнмύ 

 

June in your Orchid Collection from Dr. Motes 

              This May has been the most perfect for 
our orchids and ourselves in a lifetime. We had 
night time temperature in the sixties and day 
times in the eighties till the very end of the 
month.  These swings in temperature so ap-
preciated by our orchids have resulted from 
very dry air which has allowed the warmth of 
the day to radiate out rapidly and fully at 
night. Rapid drying has also taken place in this 
dry air enhanced by brisk breezes. These are 
perfect conditions for orchids which relish 
drought and are the perfect environment for 
the grower to have complete control of water-
ing, always watering heavily and allowing the 
proper degree of drying for each genus. A May 
which is more like April has given our plants a 
healthy disease-free start to the growing sea-
son. LetΩs keep them that way with the spray 
program in CƭŀΦ hǊŎƘƛŘ DǊƻǿƛƴƎ and a careful 
watering regime. 

               

Our vandas have been a bit stressed. Under the dry 
conditions that have prevailed, they will occasionally 
need a second watering in the afternoon. This is best 
applied at 3:30- 4:00 PM. The extra water will also 
cool the leaves allowing them to open their stomata 
earlier and benefit from some additional carbon di-
oxide. Although they may not be totally dry by 
nightfall, the slightly damp roots can absorb more 
water more slowly across the night. Careful observa-
tion for the first signs of crown rot is always warrant-
ed and an application of antiseptic strength hydro-
gen peroxide is curative if a small brown spot is ob-
served. 

              ¢ƘǊƛǇǎ while kept somewhat subdued by the 
lower temperatures, less to their liking, are always 
ready to take advantage of whatever opportunity 
they are presented with. Each passing day will see 
slight increases in temperature, placing the ball in 
the ¢ƘǊƛǇǎΩ court. Use the methods in CƭŀΦ hǊŎƘƛŘ 
DǊƻǿƛƴƎ to control them. 

              Our cattleyas, dendrodiums, and other sym-
podials have gotten off to a splendid start of the 
growing season. Careful watering through June will 
allow them to harden disease free bulbs. Be sure 
these plants are completely dry before watering 
them in June. 

              The first rains that ended MayΩs drought are 
not the real beginning of the rainy season but rather 
a continuation of the pattern of cold fronts but this 
time bringing heavy rain as is more typical of late 
April. The rainy season has truly arrived following 
this surge of moisture raising humidity to high 
enough levels for the month to end with thunder 
storms spawned on the land/sea breeze. On the last 
day of May the rainy season has finally come with its 
dangers of disease. This year we are well positioned 
to take it in stride. 

  

              Continue to enjoy the cool mornings while 
they last. 

  

Martin Motes 
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These are orchid pictures from  Louis 

Mendez.  The one on the left is Lc. 

Powhatan ΨSplendensΩΦ   The plant on 

the right is C. Cowbells ΨJulyέΦ   You can 

see additional pictures on Facebook.  

The phal on the left below is one    

Maryanne Hazen mounted in a work-

shop given by Helen Pausenwein     

several years ago—it blooms at least 

twice a year.  The one on the bottom 

right is also from Maryanne Hazen.    

LouisΩs C. Warscewiczii var. sanderiana 

is on page 1 (masthead). 
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Home Remedies &  Q and A from άOrchidsέ 

wŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŜȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǘŜƴǝŀƭƭȅ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ƘŜǊōƛπ

ŎƛŘŜǎΣ ǎǇǊŀȅ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ǾƛƴŜƎŀǊ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭ ǿŜŜŘǎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 

ǇŀǾŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ ƅƻƻǊǎΦ  ό5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎǇǊŀȅ ƻƴ ƻǊπ

ŎƘƛŘǎΦύ 

!ǎǇǊƛƴ όƧǳǎǘ оκп ƻŦ ƻƴŜ онр ƳƎ ǘŀōƭŜǘ ǇŜǊ Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊύ 

ƘŜƭǇǎ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦǳƴƎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǊŀƭ ǇŀǘƘƻƎŜƴǎ 

ǿƘŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇǊŀȅΦ  aƻǊŜ ƛǎ bh¢ ōŜǧŜǊΦ      5ƻ ƴƻǘ 

ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƳƻǳƴǘΦ 

IƻƳŜƳŀŘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǝŎƛŘŜ όƳƛȄ ƛƴ ŀ м Ǝŀƭƭƻƴ ώоΦу[ϐ ƧǳƎύΤ м 

Ǉƛƴǘ όлΦр [ύ ǊǳōōƛƴƎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭΣ м Ǉƛƴǘ όлΦр [ύ  плф ǎǇǊŀȅ 

ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ о ǉǳŀǊǘǎ όнΦу [ύ ǿŀǘŜǊΦ   !ǇǇƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ǎǇǊŀȅΦ 

LǎƻǇǊƻǇȅƭ όǊǳōōƛƴƎ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭύ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŜƳǇǘȅ 

ǎǇǊŀȅ ōƻǧƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǎŎŀƭŜΣ ƳŜŀƭȅōǳƎǎΣ ǘƘǊƛǇǎΣ 

ŀǇƘƛŘǎΣ ǊŜŘ ǎǇƛŘŜǊ ƳƛǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǎǘǎΦ  Lǘ 

ǿƻǊƪǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǿŜǘ ŀƴŘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǎŜŎǘΦ 

bŜƻǎǇƻǊƛƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ ƻǊŎƘƛŘ 

ŎǊƻǿƴ ǊƻǘΤ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǊƻǧŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘǊŜŀǘπ

ƳŜƴǘΦ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v¦9{¢LhbΥ   L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀΦ L ƎŜǘ 

ǎƘŜŀǘƘǎ ōǳǘ ƴƻ ōǳŘǎΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ Ƴȅ 

ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎΚ 

 

!b{²9wΥ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎǊŜπ

ŀǝƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ CƛǊǎǘΣ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ ƴŜŜŘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ 

ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǎƘƻǊǘ ƻŦ ōǳǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ LŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ 

ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘƛƎƘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛǎ ŀŎπ

ǝǾŜƭȅ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΣ ƛǘ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƅƻǿŜǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊ ŎŀǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 

ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƴƛƎƘǘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƳƛǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƛǝŀǘŜǎ 

ƅƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ Lƴ ǇƘŀƭŜƴƻǇǎƛǎ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ 

ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǘŀƪŜ ŀŘǾŀƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ 

ŦƻǊŎŜ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ-ǊƻǳƴŘΦ hƴ 

ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ ōŀǊŜƭȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇŜǊπ

ŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎΦ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƭƻǿ 

Řƻǿƴ ƻǊ ǎǇŜŜŘ ǳǇ ōǳŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴƛǝπ

ŀǘŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ ! ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ Řŀȅ-ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘǎ ŘƻΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΦ 

²ƛƴǘŜǊ-ƅƻǿŜǊƛƴƎ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀ ŀǊŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƅƻǿŜǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 

ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ-ŜŀǊƭȅ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ōƭƻƻƳƛƴƎ 

ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ ǊŜŀŎǘ ǘƻ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘƻǇǎ ƎŜǩƴƎ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ǘƻ ƭŜƴƎǘƘŜƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀ Ŏǳǘ-ƅƻǿŜǊ ƛƴπ

ŘǳǎǘǊȅ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ƘȅōǊƛŘǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƅƻǿŜǊπ

ƛƴƎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΦ /ŀǧƭŜȅŀ ¢ǊƛƳƻǎ ŀƴŘ wƭŎΦ .Ŝǧȅ 

CƻǊŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƅƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƭƭΣ ŘŜπ

ǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ Řŀȅ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜƴǎƛǝǾƛǘȅ ǘƻ Řŀȅ-

ƴƛƎƘǘ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻōōȅ ƎǊƻǿŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 

ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƻǳǘ-ƻŦ-ŘƻƻǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƳŜǊ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΦ ¦ƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ 

ŀǊŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ ǘƻ ƳƛƳƛŎ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊǘŜǊ Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ 

ƭŜƴƎǘƘŜƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅǎ ŀǎ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǎŜΣ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 

Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƅƻǿŜǊ 

ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǊΣ ǿƻǊǎŜ ȅŜǘΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ [ƛƎƘǘ-ǎŜƴǎƛǝǾŜ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ 

Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ ƻũ ōȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 

ƘƻƳŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƎǊƻǿ ȅƻǳǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜŘ 

ƭŀǘŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ōȅ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǧƭŜȅŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƅƻǿŜǊƛƴƎΦ  

IMPORTANT!  !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ōȅ-ƭŀǿǎΣ ŘǳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀƛŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǝƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ WǳƴŜ м ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ aŀȅ омǎǘΦ  

5ǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƻǾƛŘ-мф ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ ŀǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ƻƴ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŘǳŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ   ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘǳŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻƴ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ŎŀǎƘ ǘƻ 

Ǉŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мпǘƘΦ  Ϸнр ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ Ϸол ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ 

ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ƴŀƛƭ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǳŜǎ ǘƻ aŀǊȅŀƴƴŜΦ   !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƻƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  

https://manateeorchidsociety.com/about-us


Manateeorchidsociety.com 

Check the website for current info. You can also find previous news-

letters there on our Members page.   If you donΩt know how to    

access our άspecial members only pageέ for a member directory, be 

sure to ask. 
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If you want to have your current bloomer on our  newsletter or website,    send me a   pic-
ture.   You could also send any pictures to Maureen Hirthler and sheΩll post it into your al-
bum on Facebook. 

1. Orchid flowers are zygomorphic, also called bilateral symmetry. This means that if you cut 

the orchid flower in half, top to bottom, one side would look like the other- just like a face. 

Most other flowers are radially symmetric – and look similar all the way around.  

2. Orchids have a lower lip, also called labellum. The labellum is the lower, center petal and 

provides a landing platform for pollinators. Often the lip is unusually large and colorful in con-

trast to the rest of the flower.  

3. The column is a fusion of stamen/anther, where the pollen is made, and stigma, where the 

pollen germinates. On other flowers, these are separate parts, rather than a single organ.  

4. The rostellum is a flap of tissue within the column that separates the stamen and stigma and 

prevents self-pollination. 

5. Pollinia is a waxy capsule of orchid seeds. The pollinia are what pollinators carry away with 

them to pollinate other orchids.  

6. Because the seeds are so small they do not contain endosperm, the substance needed to 

provide energy to germinate on their own. Instead, orchids, in nature, rely on mycorrhizal 

fungi to provide the nutrients needed for germination. What orchids lack in nutrition, they 

make up for in numbers. Ironically, the plant family with the smallest known seeds produces 

the largest variety of flowering plants. 

7. Epiphytic orchid roots are covered in velamen – a layer of absorbent tissue. 

As you can see, beauty is not an orchid’s only asset. This only scratches the surface of what 
makes orchids so interesting. 

What Makes an Orchid an Orchid?        wŜǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ hǊŎƘƛŘ .ƭƛǎǎ 

http://www.manateeorchidsociety.com/
http://www.manateeorchidsociety.com/ourmembers.html
mailto:mhazen@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mhazen@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mmhirthler@gmail.comail?subject=Facebook%20posting
http://www.orchidbliss.com

