
General Meetings 

We canôt meet together yet, but hopefully the time is getting closer.   Likely most of you who 
are eligible have received at least one Covid-19 vaccine (if you so desire) and many of us 
have already had our second.    

 

A small group of our membership has been attending the Zoom meetings and in light of that, 
the board has decided to quit holding these meetings.   It requires a fair amount of prepara-
tion time to put together the Culture Class, program and show table.   We certainly under-
stand if you donôt like the Zoom meetings.   They are clumsy but (to me) better than no meet-
ing at all.    

We will continue to have our newsletter so please send me your orchid pictures and we will 
showcase them in our newsletter, our website or Maureen Hirthler will include them in a    
Facebook album.   Itôs always a delightful surprise to me to walk in my little garden and see 
something pretty in bloom.     So, do send me any pictures youôre willing to share. 
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LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōƭƻƻƳŜǊ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ  ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ƻǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ    ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀ   ǇƛŎπ
ǘǳǊŜΦ   ¸ƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǘƻ aŀǳǊŜŜƴ IƛǊǘƘƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜΩƭƭ Ǉƻǎǘ ƛǘ ƛƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŀƭπ
ōǳƳ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΦ 

Are you ready to meet in person?   Some of our mem-

bers have had one or both of their Covid vaccines and 

are asking when weôll again meet in person.    Weôll send 

out an email allowing you to vote on this issue.    Give it 

serious thought as it will help your board make a deci-

sion as to when weôll again hold our regular meetings.    

We would, of course, follow prescribed social distancing 

(including keeping our tables/chairs at a reasonable dis-

tance) and other prescribed healthy practices, i.e. no 

snacks, at least for now, minimal or no personal contact, 

wear masks, keep meetings at a shorter period of time, disinfect table surfaces, and provide hand 

sanitizer as well as any other reasonable practices.     

Eventually, weôll get there. 

http://facebook.com/manateeorchidsociety
mailto:mhazen@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mhazen@tampabay.rr.com
mailto:mmhirthler@gmail.comail?subject=Facebook%20posting
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/ƘŜŎƪ .ƻƻƪ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ  ŀǎ ƻŦ  

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нуΣ нлнм   

 ϷрΣсруΦрп 

LƴŎƻƳŜ   

     5ǳŜǎ   

     {ǳǇǇƭȅ {ŀƭŜǎ   

    ¢ƻǘŀƭ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘǎΥ  л 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ   

{ǘŀǘŜ ŬƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ bƻƴ-tǊƻŬǘ   смΦнр 

   

   

 ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ  рлΦлл 

/ƘŜŎƪōƻƻƪ .ŀƭŀƴŎŜ  

aŀǊŎƘ мΣ нлнм 
 ϷрΣрфтΦнф 

 

¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ wŜǇƻǊǘ 
{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅ {ƘŀǊƻƴ YƛƴƪŀƛŘ 

aŀǊŎƘκ!ǇǊƛƭ нлнм 
²Ŝ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻƳ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎτǿƛƭƭ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜƳ ƭŀǘŜǊΦ 
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-ÁÒÃÈ ÁÔ 3ÅÌÂÙ 'ÁÒÄÅÎÓɂ/ÐÅÎÓ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙȟ -ÁÒÃÈ ρσÔÈ 

2ÏÙ ,ÉÃÈÔÅÎÓÔÅÉÎȡ -ÏÎÅÔȭÓ 'ÁÒÄÅÎ 'ÏÅÓ 0ÏÐȦ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мо ǘƻ WǳƴŜ нтΣ нлнмΣ мл ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ р ǇΦƳΦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ {ŀǊŀǎƻǘŀ /ŀƳǇǳǎ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǝƻƴ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŜƴŘŀǊȅ tƻǇ ŀǊǝǎǘΩǎ ǎŎǊŜŜƴ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ-ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊπ
ƭƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀȅǎǘŀŎƪǎΦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǊŀǊŜƭȅ ǎŜŜƴ ²ŀǘŜǊ [ƛƭƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ IŀȅǎǘŀŎƪǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŀ ǎǘŀǇƭŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴ τ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀǘ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ŀǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƘƻǊǝŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾƻŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ŎǊŜŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мллΣллл ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎΦ {Ŝƭōȅ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ŦŀƳŜŘ ƎŀǊπ
ŘŜƴǎ ŀǘ DƛǾŜǊƴȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ tƻǇ !Ǌǘ ƭŜƴǎ ƻŦ wƻȅ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ƛŎƻƴƛŎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ 
aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ōǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǘǊŜƭƭƛǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƴƧǳǊƛƴƎ 
ƻŦ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ōŀŎƪŘǊƻǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǎƘ ǇƭŀƴǝƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳƛȄŜŘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ ǇŀƛƴǝƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƴƻǿƴŜŘΦ  !ƴ ŀǾƛŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΣ aƻƴŜǘ 
ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άaȅ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ Ƴȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜŀǳǝŦǳƭ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜΦέ   aŀǊƛŜ {Ŝƭōȅ .ƻǘŀƴƛŎŀƭ DŀǊπ
ŘŜƴǎ ŜǾƻƪŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎƛƴƎ tƻǇ !Ǌǘ ǘǿƛǎǘΦ 

L ŘƛŘ Ǝƻ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǧȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀπ
ǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ŀǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ƛŎƘǘŜƴǎǘŜƛƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ŘŜŬƴƛǘŜƭȅ ǇƻǇΦ   {ƻŎƛŀƭ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎƛƴƎτ
Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΦ   ¢ƘŜ /ŀŦŞ ƛǎ ƻǇŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ƴƛŎŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƭǳƴŎƘ ƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻũŜŜΦ   !ƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ǎƘƻǇΦ     

The vernal equinox ( 12 hours of day and 12 hours of night) was at 5:47 AM 
March 20th -   so that it is officially spring.  This means that the days will get 
longer until June 21 (the summer stolstice) and will then reverse until we 
reach the autumnal equinox.  In terms of orchids, it means that we are enter-
ing the longest bloom season for orchids.    
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humidity rather than drenching with moisture. Avoid 
the rotting that often happens on new growths this 
time of year with a little restraint. 

ENTERPRISE Before the rush of repotting season 
in the next few months, it is imperative to prepare 
for the onslaught of new growths that are on their 
way. Assess your collection to see what supplies 
you might need, fresh bark and moss, new pots 
and baskets, fertilizers and other nutrients. If you 
wait till the last minute to acquire these things you 
may have trouble obtaining everything you need. In 
addition, you may want to begin to prepare; i.e., 
clean, sanitize and organize an outside or alternate 
growing space. Invariably in the crowded winter 
conditions, some pathogens have developed. 
Search them out and find and treat them now or 
they may burgeon uncontrollably as plant juices 
start flowing and plants are moved around for re-
potting. It is also quite rewarding to keep a note-
book or journal about your plants to track their pro-
gress from one year to the next. This way you can 
record successes as well as failures to keep posi-
tive momentum going or, conversely, record disas-
ters from repeating themselves. Our plants are our 
instructors, so take notes when they communicate 
with us in their inimitable, nonverbal ways. 

FASCINATION Aside from being beautiful, our or-
chids are enthralling in every conceivable way. How 
far we delve into their peculiarities and ecologies 
will ultimately make us better growers and conser-
vators of these astounding plants. There is a rea-
son why orchids are beloved and lovingly nurtured 
by people like us around the world. They are end-
lessly interesting and rewarding once we have fig-
ured them out. Seek out the advice of your orchid 
community, your local nurserymen, growers and 
hobbyists, and the many amazing online communi-
ties as well as the professionals at local botanical 
gardens and university collections. Quisquous 
though they may be, they offer so much fulfillment 
and joy when we successfully engage with and 
solve their many mysteries. ð  

Thomas Mirenda has been working professionally 
with orchids for over three decades and is the past 
chair of the AOS Conservation Committee. He is an 
AOS accredited judge in the Hawaii Center (email: 
biophiliak@gmail.com)   This is reprinted from then 
March 2021 Issue of the AOS ñOrchidsò. 

The Quisquous Month   

        by Thomas Mirenda  

as a writer,  I am enamored of words. They 
are my tools of expression and conveyance 
of ideas. I love their utility and their precision 
as well as the specificity they can offer in this 
regard. While some say that simple lan-
guage is better for the sake of clarity, I be-
lieve that finding the best word, however ob-
scure, might require a bit more effort by the 
reader, but conveys truth and meaning more 
completely. The ultimate insult once hurled 
at the great Ernest Hemingway was that his 
prose never once sent any of his readers to 
the dictionary. So, I will leave you to explore 
the meaning of this title. It in many ways en-
capsulates what is going on with our orchid 
collections. And besides, I cannot resist a 
word with two qôs in it! Make sure that plants 
are spaced well enough so that every new 
growth gets adequate light. Overcrowded 
orchids seldom produce spectacle. While we 
all want as much diversity in our collections 
as possible, sometimes less is more. Crowd-
ed plants stretch toward the light and can 
become spindly, one-sided and weak. They 
can also pass diseases and parasites to 
each other if kept too close together. 

IRRATIONAL EXUBERANCE The volatile 
month of March can be so exciting with all 
the growth commencing and blooming activi-
ty that is tempting to ñjump the gunò with our 
cultural activities. When we are encouraged 
by our orchids so earnestly trying to grow, 
displaying fresh new root nubbins and deli-
cate new sprouts, we might overreact by wa-
tering and fertilizing excessively this month. I 
caution you to show a little moderation at 
this time. New roots may be coming on catt-
leyas, oncidiums, cymbidiums and even 
phalaenopsis right now, but they need to be 
at least an inch or two (2.5ï5 cm) long be-
fore they are really capable of handling a se-
rious feeding or repotting. Indeed, those 
roots are searching for moisture and if you 
wet them constantly many of those roots will 
slough off and never lengthen or develop 
properly. They are also exceedingly delicate 
and easily damaged at this stage. The best 
thing to do at this stage is supply enhanced 
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¢ƘŜ ǇƘŀƭ ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǎ ƻƴ aŀǊȅŀƴƴŜ IŀȊŜƴΩǎ Ǉŀǝƻ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ   

¢ƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ōŜƭƻǿ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ōŀǊŜ Ǌƻƻǘ aŜǊŎŜŘŜǎ 

YǊŀǘȊ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƭƳŜǊΩǎτƴƻ ǘŀƎΦ   Lǘ ǎǳǊŜ ƭƻƻƪǎ ƭƛƪŜ 

ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘτŀƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ /ƘǊƛǎ 

hΩDǊŀŘȅΩǎ ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦ   !Ƴ ǎǳǊŜ ƘŜǊ ȅŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŀ   

ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΦ  L ƪƴƻǿ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 

Ƴŀƴȅ ōƭƻƻƳŜǊǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿτǿƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎΚ 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊ ƛǎ aŜǊŎΩǎ άDǊŜŜƴ 

IŀƛǊ tƛƎέ  LǎƴΩǘ ǎƘŜ ǇǊŜǧȅ ƛƴ 

ǎǇƛǘŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƴŀƳŜΚ  

!ōƻǾŜ ƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎΩ bƻōƛƭŜΦ 


