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Arkansas Statute 17-19-301 

Arkansas Statute 17-19-301. Premiums

(a) With the exception of other provisions of this
section, the premium or compensation for giving bond
or depositing money or property as bail on any bond
shall be ten percent (10%), except that the amount may
be rounded up to the nearest five-dollar .

There was no prescribed maximum or minimum 
amounts designated to be collected. Credit bonding
became the vogue.

As a result, to the dissatisfaction of the Judiciary and
Law Enforcement, the following complications arose:
1) Collecting little or nothing of the required premium 
amount; 2) The inmates shopping bail bond agents for
the best reduced premium deal; and 3) Discounting of 
the premium itself.
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The Arkansas Legislature 2023

The Professional Bail Agents of the United States
Section 1 – Relations with the Client
Article 1. In justice to those who place their faith,
confidence, interest in the Bail Agent should endeavor
constantly to be informed of current
laws, proposed legislation, Governmental orders or
regulations, and other significant information and public
policies which may affect the
interests of the client.
Article 2. The Bail Agent should make a constant practice
of full and complete disclosure to all parties, be they
principal or indemnitor, of any
and all possible liabilities, penalties, or detriments which
may arise from their involvement in that particular
undertaking which secures the
release from custody of a person who is charged with a
criminal offense.
Article 3. The Bail Agent should not, prior to forfeiture or
breach, arrest or surrender any principal and thereby
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Monetary Bail

Arkansas Bail Bond Fees:

Law Enforcement Agency $20.00

Surety Processing Fee $20.00

Arkansas Professional Bail Bond Board $40.00

>  Public Defender $20.00

>  Domestic Violence $10.00

>  Sheriff’s Association $6.00

>  Bail Bond Recovery $4.00
e American commercial bail system is rooted in the English
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Premium Collected in Full Prior to Release

If property to meet the premium….

Appropriate documentation shall be 
submitted to the court verifying:  Judge does 
not have to approve in advance !

The value of the property deposited as 
bail; and

That title to the property has been 
transferred to the Surety.

 Appropriate Documentation:
 Deed to Real Property (as opposed to a 

mortgage)
 Bill of Sale to Personal Property (opposed 

to chattel lien)
 Title to Personal Property (as applicable)
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Question: a person signs over their vehicle for
the premium. Then after they get out they're
able to come up with the amount of the fee to
buy their vehicle back. Obviously we're going
to sell it to first come first serve but if the
bond customer is the person buying it does
that in some way violate?

Answer: Looks awfully suspicious ! I would
think it depended upon the actual value of the
vehicle and amount of time elapsed. If the
vehicle is worth $7,000. And the premium was
$2,500, and the resale price back to the client
was $2,500, definitely appears to be financing.
If the sales price is reasonably close to the
actual value, say $5,000, then it would seem to
be a legitimate transaction.
The Pr
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.
Property deposited to meet premium:

1. How Does the Agent get Paid ??

2. Company holding title to personal property
can be subject to liability if property is
involved in an accident, i.e Car, etc.

3. Property is sold for a profit, whose profit ?

4. Property is latter sold back to client on an
installment promissory note ? Sounds like 
Financing !

Appears to be an unworkable alternative
e Professional Bail Bondsman 2024
C
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Someone doesn't have the full 10%
but are only a few hundred dollars short ! “I
(bondsman) will make up the difference, but
you have to pay me back (and don/t tell
anybody)”

Answer: Receipt for $10,000 fine and
suspension. The "Grapevine" / "Skuttlebutt"
etc. People will talk, are talking, secrets are
no secrets any more, everybody is looking,
watching, taking notes, listening in on jail
telephone calls; and Judges and Prosecutors
are asking. Do not risk your license, your
Company's license and all their Agents to a
Company suspension. Collect the full 10%
premium prior to release. No financing.
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Someone doesn't have the full 10%
but are only a few hundred dollars short !

“My brother is on the way to make up the 
difference”

Bondsman submits the bail bond to the
sheriff’s office, Defendant is released, but
both remain in the sheriff’s waiting room for
the brother to get there with the remaining
difference.

The Defendant has been released but without
paying the full 10% premium (even if still in
the sheriff’s waiting room). Defendant fined
$10,000, revocation of license.
Company fined $2,500.00


