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A G-year-old federal lawsuit
accusing an officer with the
Monticello Police Department
of shooting a man with a Taser,

mjury, was Tiday al-
Ter the city settled the case for
$500,

e Rock attorney Austin
| Porter Jr, who filed the lawsuit
| in 2013 on behalf of Sheldon
| Thompson, then 55, said the
judgment will be paid most-
ly by the Arkansas Municipal
League, which defended the
Drew County city, but that the
city will have to pay 10% of the
settlement.
The settlement was reached
Tuesday during a conference
before U.S. Magistrate Judge

Joe Volpe, leading U.S, District
Judge Knsu?:ﬁﬂr to dismiss
the case on Friday.

According to court docu-
ments, son was walki

with two other people on Coo-
per Street — “a notoriously nar-
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Settlement reached in

Monticello on hook for 10% of $500,000 ayout to man who sued over injury

ficer Ray_ Singleton, who is no
longer with the department.

At the time, Thompson was
only about 20 feet away from
his home — his destination,
The officer asked the three to
stop. Thompson’s companions
— his teenage nephew and a
friend of Thompson’s — did
as instructed, but Thompson
continued walking,

Singleton got out of his
cruiser and ordered the other
two men to place their hands on
the patrol vehicle, though Por-
ter said he had no legal basis to
do so because he “had no rea-
sonable suspicion to believe”
that the men had committed a
crime or were about to do so.
‘Another court document indi-
cated that the officer believed
Thompson had committed a
minor, nonviolent crime. 3

Thompson, who was admit-
tedly drunk and “disagreeable,”
refused Singleton’s commands
0 walk D the cruiser, at

¥hich poin T1C
Rim
to 1all and strike his I
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vere brain trauma, according to
the lawsuit, It said Thompson
was taken by ambulance to a
Monticello hospital, but after
being released and then suffer-
ing a brain seizure and falling
into a coma, he was transported
to a Little Rock hospital, where
he underwent emergency brain

Thompson was later trans-
ferred to a nursing home for
recuperative care and contin-
ues to suffer from seizures as a
result of the Taser incident, the
lawsuit alleged. It noted that he
had never had a seizure before
the Taser incident.

Although police charged
Thompson with disorderly con-
duct, public intoxication and re-
sisting arresdtr.u the charges were

P

The lawsuit alleged that
Thompson's constitutional
i were vio When ex-

Cessive was on
fioting that the neighbornood
where the Taser incident oc-
curred was patrolled

by Monticello police, who liked -

to “harass many of the Afri-
in that community.”
Although Baker had dis-

police Taser case

missed some of the original
claims in the lawsuit, the case
was headed to a jury trial begin-
ning Monday on whether the
officer’s use of the Taser was
objectively reasonable under
the circumstances. Remaining
defendants were Singleton in
his official and individual ca-
pacities, former Police Chief
Eddy Deaton in his official
capacity, and the city of Mon-
ticello.

The case was di when,
in October 2016, Singleton ap-
pealed Baker’s refusal to dis-
miss the claims against him on
the basis that he was protect-
ed from liability by qualified
immunity. In July, the 8th US.
Circuit Court of Appeals in St.
Louis affirmed Baker's ruling.

Neither Amanda LaFever, an
attorney who represented the
defendants for the Municipal
League, nor the city’s new pg-
lice chief, Jason Akers, returned
a reporter’s calls about the case
on Friday. .

The Monticello T
the Advance Monticellonian,
reported indl%ctfe February that

ers would be replacing Dea-
ton, who planned to retire at the
end ofMamh. 1
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THE USKE OF' A TASER

Taser, a weapon that has the potential to cause
death or serious bodily harm, but significantly
reduced from a firearm:

» shocks to a person’s chest can result in
cardia arrest and sudden death, can
cause brain injuries, seizures, loss of
consciousness.

» More likely to be reasonable if there is a
serious or violent crime at hand.

> The threat a person poses is the most
important factor in determining if a
taser is appropriate, i.e “is there an
immediate safety risk”



THE USKE OF' A TASER

> 2014, Defendant was unarmed, fleeing,
climbing a fence, shocked, fell head first
onto a concrete floor, suffered permanent
brain damage, collected $2.25 million.

» 2019, Defendant, acting strangely at a
pharmacy, fleeing from police who
tackled him, was shocked several times,
suffered severe brain damage, collected
$5.2 million.

»> 2020, domestic dispute, lifted her skirt to
show she was disarmed, shocked, was 12
weeks pregnant, lost the child.



