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.ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎΣ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 5ŀȅǎΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦ о 
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 tǊŀȅŜǊ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΧΧΧΧΦΦΧΦΦΧΧΧΦу 

 ¦²CŀƛǘƘΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΧΦΦΦΧΦΦΧΦΦф 

 /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΧΧΧΧΧΦΧΧΦΧΧΧΦΦΦмм 

 
Ofa Atu to the Lolohea Family! 

On July 5th we welcomed the Lolohea family to Cross in the Desert! Pastor Tuôulauena 

(Pastor T) delivered his first sermon, ñA New Seasonò. He introduced his family and   

extended family, who sang for us as Pastor T accompanied them on the guitar. The  

family includes wife Taina and children Taike ñLittle Tò, Monalisa, and Timote ñBaby Tò. After the service 

we welcomed them with coconut and guava cakes before they had to run off to Mission Bell. 
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"How Is It With Your Soul?" 
 
In 1729, while studying at Oxford University, John and Charles Wesley      
gathered with a small group of students who were committed to growing in 
their faith. They devoted themselves to prayer, regular Bible study, spiritual 
discipline, and caring for the poor. Because of their disciplined and methodical 
way of living, others mocked them by calling them "Methodists." What began 
as a nickname eventually became the name of a movement that has blessed 
countless lives around the world. 
In the Tongan Methodist tradition, this same spirit continues through what we 
call Kalasi 'Aho, which means "Day Class." Once a month, we gather          
together not simply for a meeting, but for Christian fellowship, encouragement, 
and honest spiritual reflection. 
 
One question is asked of everyone: 
"How is it with your soul?" 
It is a simple question, yet it invites a deep and honest answer. It encourages 
us to reflect on our relationship with God, to share our joys and our struggles, 
and to remember that God is with us in every season of life, whether we are 
celebrating blessings or walking through hardship. We answer truthfully,    
trusting that God's grace is sufficient for us all. 
 
Today, I would like to leave you with the same question that has shaped gener-
ations of Methodists: 
How is it with your soul? 
Take a moment to reflect. Are you growing closer to Christ? Are you finding 
peace in His presence? Is there something you need to surrender to Him     
today? 
 
May we never become too busy to examine the condition of our souls. May we 
continue to encourage one another in faith, knowing that God's love, mercy, 
and grace are always with us. 
 

Grace and peace,    Pastor T 
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Jewell Hood   August 2  

Rhonda Mortenson  August 3 

Melanie Konski  August 13 

Jim Dukarich   August 16 

Ronan Cahill   August 18 

Jeff Bulkeley   August 19 

Karen Bulkeley  August 20 

Kian Francis   August 24 

Linda Moore   August 25 

Shirley Buonauro  August 31 

We apologize if we have missed your special day. It 

means that the office does not have your information. 

Please notify the office if we need to update your  

information. 

 

The Upper Room makes a 

perfect devotional, so be 

sure to pick one up today. 

It is available in a large 

print version as well as a 

regular print compact   

version that is perfect for 

pocket or purse.  

A small donation is        

appreciated if you are 

able, but feel free to take 

one even if you canôt     

donate. 

tŜǘŜ ϧ aŀǊƭŜƴŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ  !ǳƎǳǎǘ о 

5ŀǾŜ ϧ WŜŀƴƴŜǧŜ 5ŜƭǎǘŜǊ   !ǳƎǳǎǘ мн 

wŀȅ ϧ !ǊƭŜƴŜ wƻƻǇ   !ǳƎǳǎǘ мф 

Arizona Walk to Emmaus is sponsoring Women's Walk 274 
at Lakeview United Methodist, 10298 W. Thunderbird Rd, 
Sun City.  It will be held October 8-11.  The Lay Director is 
Toni Berg.   

If you have questions, or want to sponsor a pilgrim ,contact 
Mary Ann Crist or the office. 

Arizona Walk to Emmaus is also looking for Male Lay      
Directors. If you have a suggestion please contact a board 
member.   
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Musical Blessings  

hƴ Wǳƭȅ мсǘƘ ƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǝƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŜƴǊƛŎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƴƎŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ DǊƻǳǇ 

ŦǊƻƳ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ ¦a/Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǝƻƴ ǎƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŀƴŎƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ   

ǾƻŎŀƭ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘŦǳƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ 

 

 

LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŀǘ фуΦр҈ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ Dƻŀƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻǊ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ƻǳǊ 

Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ϷнмрΣллл ōȅ ȅŜŀǊ-ŜƴŘΦ tǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ²Ŝ /ŀƴ          

ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ōŜƭƻǿΦ hǳǊ фуΦр҈ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ϷмфуΣллл ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /L¢5 CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 

ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀōƭŜΦ 

.ȅ ƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΦ ²Ŝ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ ƻƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ŬƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 

ŘŜƭŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ƻǊ ƛƴǇǳǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ 9ǳƎŜƴŜ hΩ.Ǌȅŀƴ ŀǘ слн-осо-пммр 

 
 

ÉƨůůċƖǃНŸŉНÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖНìĲН9ċŰНÉƣċƣƨƚН ƚНŸŉа ΤоΦоΞΜΞΣ 

ÑŸŊĲƣőĲƖНìĲН9ċŰН]ĲŰĲƖċũН9ċƓŔƣċũН9ċůƓċŔŊŰ   
]Ÿċũ НҘНΞΝΡЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÅĲĦĲŔƻĲĬН[ƨŰĬƚ НҘНΞΝΝЯΣΥΞЮΝΥ 

ӖНŸŉН]Ÿċũ ΦΥЮΡӖ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚНÉƓĲŰƣ НҘНΝΡΠЯΥΞΤЮΦΤ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚН9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĬ НҘННННННННННННННННННН- 
~ŸŰĲǃНũĲŉƣНƣŸНĤĲНƚƓĲŰƣ НҘНННΡΣЯΥΡΠЮΞΝ 

Ñì9Н?ĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲĬНŉŸƖН?ŔŊŔƣċũНÉŔŊŰНEǂƓĲŰƚĲƚН[ŔƖƚƣНŉƖŸůН9fÑ?Н[ŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰ   
ÅĲĦĲŔƻĲĬН[ƨŰĬƚ НҘНННΠΡЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚНÉƓĲŰƣ НҘННННННΥЯΠΜΞЮΣΡ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚН9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĬ НҘНННΞΤЯΤΥΤЮΦΡ 

~ŸŰĲǃНũĲŉƣНƣŸНĤĲНƚƓĲŰƣ НҘННННННΥЯΥΜΦЮΠΜ 

Ñì9Н?ĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲĬНŉŸƖНÉĲƽĲƖНEǂƓĲŰƚĲƚН[ŔƖƚƣНŉƖŸůН9fÑ?Н[ŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰ   
ÅĲĦĲŔƻĲĬН[ƨŰĬƚ НҘНΝΞΜЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚНÉƓĲŰƣ НҘНΝΞΜЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚН9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĬ НҘННННННННННННННННННН- 
~ŸŰĲǃНũĲŉƣНƣŸНĤĲНƚƓĲŰƣ НҘННННННННННННННННННН- 
Ñì9Н?ĲƚŔŊŰċƣĲĬНŉŸƖНÅĲƓċǃŔŰŊННÂƖĲƚĦőŸŸũНŉƖŸůН9fÑ?Н[ŸƨŰĬċƣŔŸŰ   
ÅĲĦĲŔƻĲĬН[ƨŰĬƚ НҘНННΟΟЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚНÉƓĲŰƣ НҘНННΟΟЯΜΜΜЮΜΜ 

ÑŸƣċũН[ƨŰĬƚН9ŸůůŔƣƣĲĬ НҘННННННННННННННННННН- 
~ŸŰĲǃНũĲŉƣНƣŸНĤĲНƚƓĲŰƣ НҘННННННННННННННННННН- 
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/L¢5 [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ .ƻŀǊŘ 
 
¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǿ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ ŀǎǎƛƎƴƳŜƴǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ 
ǿƘƛŎƘ Ǌǳƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ Wǳƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ WǳƴŜΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǿŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛȊŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ȅŜŀǊΦ !ǘ ƻǳǊ ŬǊǎǘ ōƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ ¢ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нуǘƘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ Řƛǎπ
ŎǳǎǎƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ǎŜǘ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
 
¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǳƛŘŜ ƻǳǊ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƻǊƪ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǳǎ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ ²Ŝ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŜŀŎƘ ƎƻŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƛŦ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ƻǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ 
ƪƴƻǿΦ 
 

²ŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΥ hǇŜƴƛƴƎ 5ƻƻǊǎ ²ƛŘŜ - ¢ƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳƴǘŜǊǎ /Ǌƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ-

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΣ ƻǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ-ŦŜŜƭǎ ǎŜŜƴΣ ǾŀƭǳŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦ DƻŘΦ 

[ƻǾƛƴƎΥ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ /ŀǊŜ - ¢ƻ ŜƳōƻŘȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǝŎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ-ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΦ 

{ŜǊǾƛƴƎΥ IŀƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ CŜŜǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ - ¢ƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƧǳǎǝŎŜΣ ǊŜƅŜŎǝƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ ƭƻǾŜ ƛƴ 

ǘŀƴƎƛōƭŜ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦ 

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ŦŜŜŘōŀŎƪ ƻǊ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ƳŜ ƻǊ 
ŀƴȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ .ƻŀǊŘΥ !Řŀ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΣ wƘƻƴŘŀ aƻǊǘŜƴǎƻƴΣ ²ŀƴŘŀ tƛŎŎƛƻǩΣ YǊƛǎǝƴ 
hϥ{ƘŀǳƎƘƴŜǎǎȅΣ tƘƛƭƛǇ .ƻǧǎΣ aŜƭŀƴƛŜ YƻƴǎƪƛΣ ƻǊ /ŀǊƻƭ aƻƴǎƳŀΦ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ .ƻŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƻ 
ȅƻǳ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ {ŜǎǎƛƻƴΦ 
 
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ 
ƎƻŀƭǎΦ 
 
Lƴ Iƛǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΣ 
 
9ǳƎŜƴŜ hΩ.ǊȅŀƴΣ /ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ 
/L¢5 [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ .ƻŀǊŘ 
/ŜƭƭΥ слн-осо-пммр 
ŜƻōǊȅŀƴϪŎƻȄΦƴŜǘ 
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Our next Orange Bag Sunday will be   

August 30th, so that we can take         

advantage of the September discount 

Wednesday. Be sure to pick up your bag 

that day and have it ready to return on 

Sunday, September 6th. 

Kudos to those who participated in July! 

We sent 522 pounds of food to the      

Paradise Valley Community Foods Bank. 

Meanwhile, around the campusé. 

Many of you have been aware of the annoying 

intermittent battery alarm from the security    

system that has been  going off at odd times.  

The good news isðwe think we have it fixed! As 

you can see from the picture, the security      

system panel is quite the ratôs nest. But, we   

finally found the batteries that the system was 

squawking  about. We had to replace 5            

batteriesðcount them, 5!  
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Study Opportunities 

Thursday Evening Bible Study is on 

Zoom, and is a non-traditional format. 

Each week two timely news stories are 

presented for meditation and participants 

choose a bible verse they feel is         

relevant.   

Contact Kristin OôShaughnessy for more 

information. 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study meets     

in-person at the church and is a more 

traditional study that is using the book 

ñSpirit, Boldness, Opportunitiesò.  

Please contact Arvilla Jungman for more       

information. 
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Valley District Prayer Focus for August  

First UMCðMesa                                                Rev. Sam Persons Parkes                                                                                

First UMCðPhoenix                                        Rev. Michael Wilkerson 

                 First UMCðSun City                                                      Rev. Jody Topping                                                                                  

                  First UMCðTempe                                                         Rev. Diamond Pate                                                  

                           Pastor Andrew Devereaux ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ  

 Gold Canyon UMCðGold Canyon                                                Rev. David Harriss                                                   

                                  Pastor Katharine Keller                                               

                                                                          Pastor Jeremy Brigham                                                                                                        

                                    Rev. Gary Capen 

LET'S TALK ABOUT JESUS                                                                           Elizabeth Weir, S.D. 

READ ROMANS 12:9-21 That section in the Bible is often called "Behave Like a Christian".        

"Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good." Paulôs emphasis in this chapter is the       

importance of Christ-like love in the life of the believer for ñlove is the fulfillment of the 

lawò  (Romans 13:10). 

A distinctive of Paulôs letters is that they contain both biblical doctrine (teaching beliefs) and         

instruction on practical living. Yet, we humans, like to decide for ourselves how to label what's good 

or bad and sometimes we, humans, may differ on what's what. But, God says "no, my ways are not 

your ways, my thoughts are not your thoughts". 

 We don't get to decide what's good or bad. Only God gets to label good or bad. Then the choice is 

left to us do we make up our own labels or do we look at God's labels? And therein lies the rub.  

The directions are all right in our Bibles. So will we look to the world for direction or to God? 

Weôre called to pursue both justice and mercy (Micah 6:8), but mercy is often misunderstood to be  

a lack of accountability, while pursuing justice can become distorted into pursuing revenge. We  

cannot forget the third piece of that verse "to walk humbly with your God". And that may be the 

hardest of all, but the most necessary for our souls. 

Our only path forward is a love that not only ñhates what is evilò (Romans 12:9) but also longs for 

the transformation and good of our ñneighborò (13:10). Through the power of Christôs Spirit, we can 

learn what it means to have a future of overcoming evil with good (12:21). 

PRAYER 

Loving God, when the pain and injustice around us breaks our heart, help us to still believe 

in Your love and power to transform and heal. Help us to point with our life to Your justice, 

mercy, and love. Amen. 

WALK WORTHY 
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The Leadership Team will meet on Thursday, August 6 at 10 am via Zoom. You can find the 

link in ñIt's Happening Here.ò  

Mary Martha will not be meeting in August. We look forward to seeing you on Wednesday, 

September 9 at 9:30 am in the Church library. 

Devotions and Dinner will meet at Islands at Desert Ridge, 21001 N Tatum Blvd, on Tuesday, 

August 18 at 6:30 pm.  

Bookworms will meet on Thursday, August 20 at 10:00 via ZOOM. The book for August is 

The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. You can find the link in ñIt's Happening 

Here.ò Join us for a lively discussion. New readers are always welcome! 

ϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝϝ 

 

 

United Women in Faith 

ñArizona Teaò Fundraiser 

Saturday, September 12 at 2:00 pm 

CITD Fellowship Hall 
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Food with friends will return for the fall on October 17th at 5:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  

Bring a dish to share and your own table service. The eveningôs entertainment with be very     

entertaining since we plan to have karaoke! 

 

Do you love to praise the 

Lord with singing? Then we 

have a place for you in One 

Flock Choir! Join us on  

September 2 at 7:00 pm in 

the choir room. For more   

information contact Thomas 

Hartwell or any choir     

member. 


