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Cross in the Desert UMC
Where God's Love “Transforms Lives, building a just and joyfel communtty.

Church Conference 20 2:

Church Conference 2024 was held on Sunday October 2
Rynders presided over the ndeleitsitnegn. tTofs eEStchideBygen @dmaesn L o
to Chaddal,ue& DivedEmMbygdy aBel &€ngi ng. Pastor Gina shart

Year, and business matters were presented and voted
appearance, and everyone was given a duck sticker t
Church Conference Booklets are available if you wis
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Past
cCorner

Dear Beloved Congrega n,

As the echoes of campaign speeches fade and the fer\
standing in the aftermath of another election. The I
|l eaders for the coming term have been chosen, or we
and dynamic as ours, electidnesy ofdrensdmé ngnd dii xapoc
Regardless of where your candidate stands now, God"' ¢
kindness, empathy, and | ove.

As we navigate the days after the election, we must
transcending any temporary divides. Here are a few |
conversations:

1. Kindness as a Curlmeracywoafl dGrtdh@ad: can someti mes f eel

the unparalleled power to mend and heal. Each gestul
represents a currency that never | oses value. Let u:
those around us, regardless of political affiliatiol

our cor e.

2. Empathy BridgEmpathkey Gap:the bridge that connects o

concerns of others. It invites us to step into the ¢
hopes, and dr eams. By |listening deeply and compassi
perspective, broadening our capacity for |l ove.

3.Love as Our GreatedtheCesmmampdmeret t eaches us that ¢t}

l ove God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strengt
is not contingent on agreement but is unconditional
interactions, fostering a community where everyone f
A Prayer fAsr wdnimobye f or ward, |l et us contadisneueaklilnyg |piefa
wisdom, and wunity for our nation. Let us pray for ol
justice. And | et us pray for one another that we ma\)
hope.

I n moments of wuncertainty and change, |l et us anchor
vessels of His peace, actively building a community
Let us go forth with hearts full of grace, hands r e:
undivided in purpose and | ove.

With heartfelt blessings,

Pastor G



Bil'thda s Jack & Judy Bmvember 7
y Jim & Pam DuNKavemher 27
Al i ce Easter November 2
Liz Shelton November 2
Karen Mischi Kovember 3 |28 Lrt23al8§ AT S KIFOS fraas
. 2aFe KS 2Y0S AT 4SS SSR Gz
Emily Nel sonNovember 12y y
Stephen Parrbbobvember 12
Bryan Cri st November 20 NOVEMBER_DECEMBER 2024
Gary Simons November 21 T&JPPEBROQM
Marriah SweeNovember 24
Have you been |l ooking nal ? Did
you knolvwhet hUaptper s Ra o ai
the narthex. Regul ar versio
are availabl e.
A small donation i s af ou are a
but feel free to ték you can
donat e.

PRAY WITHOUT CEASING,

e
\'.

™ GIVE THANKS *,

IN ALL CIRCUMSTANCES.

L4

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.
The people of The United Methodist Church®



We continue to make good progress towards our goal of $215,000 by the end of 2026. I’'m very happy
to report that we are over 76% on the way to our goal. Here’s where we stand just prior to the Sunday,
October 27, offering and pledges:

Source Amount Percent

Hawaii Real Estate - Received $1,499.50 0.7%
CITD Designated Funds - Received $13,110.18 6.1%
DSC Deferred Maintenance Grant - Received $15,000.00 7.0%
DSUMF Request - Received $5,000.00 2.3%
Early Donors - Received $46,000.00 21.4%
Donations Eligible for CITD Foundation Match - Received $20,868.50 9.7%
CITD Foundation Match ($20K Max) - Received $20,000.00 9.3%
Total Received - In the fund $121,478.18 56.5%
Pledged for 2024 Remaining $5,090.90 2.4%
Pledged for 2025 $18,722.00 8.7%
Pledged for 2026 $18,722.00 8.7%
Total Received, Approved, Pledged (All) $164,013.08 76.3%

On Sunday, November 24t please join us during the Fellowship Time to hear from Anne Green and
Judi Smith from the Desert Southwest United Methodist Foundation on ways to give through securities,
qualified charitable distributions from IRAs, and Life Insurance. This information is applicable to any of
your charitable giving. It’s also good to show our appreciation for the help they’ve given us with the
campaign and for the $5,000.00 donation we received from them for the campaign. We’'re hoping for
their continued support. Thank you!

In His service,

Eugene O’Bryan, Chairperson
Together We Can Capital Campaign
Home: 602-788-0742

Cell: 602-363-4115
eobryan@cox.net

Watch Voawat her dWel |Caarns a't wor k

Beginning soon you will se ound
campus! We have retained t \“ have:
Painting AZ LLC to begin p ar ol
campus. They wil/l be paint CHAVEZ

hall ways in the worship ce

exterior painting of the C PAlNTINGAzand t
of fice building. We wil/ be + vuni iy ar 1 es h @

time for the holidays!



fWM

Saturday November
5: 00 pm

Do you know someone who wil/ be alone for the hol
fell owship with us! Meat will be provided, so jus
share. Be ecologically friendly and bring your ow
avail abl e.

PRAY The Prayer Team woul d | i (ECErornn + o

PRAY FOR 0UR NATON prayer from Labor Day t Da
We want to be in prayer for he L
supporting our staff, capit Think. , VvV
groups Pray.

) Think Again.
We want to be in prayer for Pray Again. y s
wise choices in the Novembe Vote. froec
down to our |l ockHaybksehypol bo Pray Some More.
someone runniAdg CGhorri wotfifad rcse . D e
a catalyst to bring dialog cor
Questions ask Ray Roop or MMS'[

PRAY FOR DUR LEADERS
1 Tmolby 2:2




| —

Prayer Corner

[
LET"S TALK ABOUT JESUS. . .. Eli zabet h We
NE 8: 10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat
for whom nothing is prepared. .. ."
November i s a busy month. We have Electi-omeDaéayg-
gi es Al ong with a few | esser known holidays suc
years ago, the Mayflower's historic | anding at (
Monday.
With all the hustle and bustle of the beginning
gratitude. John Wesl ey believed in gratitude. We
should confront society's evils, should work for
whil e being hopeful about God's constant desire
Many dramatic social reforms that Wesley sought,
Woul dn't he be amazed by the soci al i mprovement s
i ndeed done a marvelous work and the Lord summon
gratitude.
There's much about which to complain in America.
privileged people in human history and savor all
we can never be too grateful
And we can be hopeful about God's plans for the
undeserving humanity. We can trust with confider
Every day is Thanksgiving Day when you are a Chr
WALK WORTHY
Gl ori ous and mighty God, we come before you now
done in each of our lives. Just as the Pilgrims
the first Thanksgiving, we ask that you strength
chall enges. Surround us with a hedge of protect.i
comforted and embraced in your presence now and
I n Jesus of Nazareth's name we pray. Amen
East Di strict Praver Focus for Novem
The Fount aionFsounat auMC Hi | | s Rev. David Feltohn
Tongan oWMdG a Pastor Taike Lol ohea

UMC of CaséaC&sanGeande Pastor Steve Grego

C



United

4
“-n~ Women November Meetings of UWHRai't
in Faith
November 7 Leadership Team 3:00 pm
November 9 Junque in the TrunK:00 am untifl N
November 14 Mary Martha Circle cancel ed
November 19 Devotions & Dinner 6: 30 pm
FIl ower Child at Desert Ridge, |210C
November 21 BookwolUnnmstaetd Advi |l | a 10: 00 am
Bool: Fever in bheTHeat hlyalkdan

On October 12 a group from
Bus Diner. They enjoyed a b
al | abou@GufogaBhst o cancer

Junque in the Trunk
November 9, 2024

_ 7:00 2.m.-12:00 p-m. _

Buy a parking spot in the church’s parking lot for $20 and then
you have five hours to sell whatever you brought in your trunk.

This is a fundraiser for United Women in Faith. There will also |—
be s blood drye inthepekins Iof tara s srl5 001 7_*
[ - United

-— Women
(1) in Faith

Layettes and more | ayet
assemble 47 | ayettes f ol [
moms i n Phoenix. Thanksg
donat ed!



Theat erod aEtvtednd A Wonder f ul f e

based on the film by ank Cary
November 30, 2024 at O0 pm
Don Bluth Front RO eater
8989 E. Via Linda # cottsd
Tickets are $30
Contact Hugyeamne -a®-3603 i f vy e

interested in going. Money be recei

BLESSINGm ANIMALS

The Blessing of the Animals was held on October 13.
Gina. The attendance from the community was | imited
many thanks to all the volunteerapi mndhaet@ly®O faimi In
up. You al/l rock! We had amazing vendor s. Foothills
Connection Dog Rescue had 4 ador al®sl eDopgugpyp iDeess svelra sc d
good enough to eat! Yahweh I ce is a community outr
Il gl esia Aliento. The Shave | ce was awesome. And rea




MissIONS
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The Missions team wielvledyedag! i nndlogembecatdsal | c
for our annual ChrTlsd nmasye goirfdie rc afrodr ns awiel.l be ava
Novembeéerhe3.deadline to submit your order is Novel
compl eted order sDwrni Mg ctehmb emornt.h, our normally s
available for i mmediate purchase.
Pl easet mptte can now use your debit or <clrwedit car
have instructions at the Missionst tiabliempoandanwue
do rt the payment process until you are r
p a [ verified by the Missions team represe

Save the Date!

Santa’s Workshop returns to Parsons Village
Friday December 13
Watch for Updates

BLOOD DRIVE

Saturday, November 9

8:00 am -12:00 pm

Bloodmobile in Parking Lot

To schedule an appeointment, scan QR code,
visit vitalant.org (Blood Drive Code: P1846),
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