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Lent to Easter 2025  
March 5   Ash Wednesday Service    7:00 p.m. 

March 12   Lenten Study & Soup Supper  5:00 p.m. 

March 19   Lenten Study & Soup Supper  5:00 p.m. 

March 26   Lenten Study & Soup Supper  5:00 p.m. 

April 2   Lenten Study & Soup Supper  5:00 p.m. 

April 9   Lenten Study & Soup Supper  5:00 p.m. 

April 13   Palm Sunday          10:00 a.m. 

April 17   Maundy Thursdayðservice at Crossroads UMC - 

    7901 N. Central Aveðdetails pending 

April 18   Good Friday     6:00 p.m. 

April 20    Easter Sunrise Service   6:30 a.m. 

April 20    Easter Resurrection Service       10:00 a.m. 
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Faith in Adversity: A Call to Strength and Bravery 

Dear Beloved Community, 

As we navigate the ever-changing landscape of life, we face challenges that test our resolve and shake our faith.     

In times of adversity and confusion, it is crucial to hold firmly to our beliefs, drawing strength from our faith and the   

unwavering presence of God in our lives. Remember, our faith is not just a source of comfort, it's a powerful tool that 

empowers us to overcome any challenge. 

There is a beautiful passage in the Book of Isaiah that reminds us, ñBut those who hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faintò (Isaiah 

40:31). These words offer us comfort and encouragement during our most trying moments. Our strength does not 

come from our own fortitude but from the Lord, who supports and lifts us above our troubles. 

Indeed, we will encounter trialsðbe it through personal hardships, societal upheavals, or moments of uncertainty. 

These trials can create confusion and fear, often testing the foundation of our faith. Yet, here lies an opportunity to 

deepen our relationship with God and embrace the lessons that these challenges may bring. 

In moments of doubt, let us remember the stories of those who have come before us. The heroes of our faithð

Moses, Esther, David, and countless othersðfaced immense challenges, yet their faith in God propelled them      

forward. They didnôt walk alone; they dared to lean on their beliefs and the community around them. Similarly, we 

must remind ourselves that we are never alone. Our church family stands with us, offering support and unity in faith. 

This week, I encourage each of you to reflect on your current challenges. Spend time in prayer, asking God to grant 

you clarity, strength, and the courage to navigate through the fog of confusion. Share your burdens with one         

anotherðreach out to a friend, a fellow church member, or a family member. Together, let us uphold one another, 

embodying the community spirit that is vital in fostering our faith. 

Let us also be mindful of our actions during these trying times. As we hold on to our faith, let us also be a beacon of 

hope for others. There are those around us who are suffering, confused, or lost. By embodying the strength and 

bravery that comes from our faith, we can offer compassion and support. Let us remember that our faith should guide 

our actions, and through small acts of kindness, we can provide great comfort and hope. 

As we move forward, I encourage you to embrace the courage that God provides. The road may be rocky, but we 

can navigate through any storm with faith as our compass. Let us soar as eagles, renewed and revived, standing firm 

in our convictions and fortified by the love and grace of our Lord. 

May we all find peace and strength in our faith, supporting one another as we face adversity together. Remember, 

we are not alone in this journey. We are a united community, connected by our faith and our commitment to support 

each other. 

With faith and love, 

Pastor G  
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We apologize if we have missed your special 

day. It means that the office does not have your 

information. Please notify the office if we need to 

update your information. 

 

Have you been looking 

for a devotional? Did you 

know that The Upper 

Room is available in the 

narthex. Regular and 

large print  versions are 

available.  

A small donation is      

appreciated if you are 

able, but feel free to take 

one even if you canôt      

donate. 

Noah Foster   March 2 

Kathie McCarty  March 4 

Dorothy Wilson  March 5 

Brody Cahill   March 10 

Vivian Gayner  March 12 

Arlene Roop   March 12 

Madhu Gavini  March 15 

Karen Lonon   March 21 

Julie Wagner   March 21 

Sue Wilson   March 27 

Carolyn Halloran  March 28 

 

Iôm backé! The last person that hid me 

really picked a good place! I laid low for 

almost a year. So pray for CITD and       

Journey UMF until the next person finds 

my hiding place. 

#We Are Love 

CITD Love Duck 
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There was a lot of excitement on the campus on Wednesday February 19th when the BIG crane 

arrived! It was a busy day as Clear Air replaced 2 AC units on the same day. The unit that services 

the Kitchen and Library has been replaced, as well as the oldest unit on the Guthrie Building. 

CITD Leadership Board 
 
On the property front, we replaced the broken HVAC unit for the Fellowship Hall library/kitchen 
area with funds from the Together We Can Capital Campaign ($22,809), and we replaced a unit 
from 1980 on the Guthrie Building with funds from the CITD Foundation ($13,437). We also      
recently repaired 5 HVAC units. Finishing up the sanctuary painting and flooring will be the next 
big projects. Another project underway is working with the City of Phoenix to review replacing 
grass to save money on water as well as to take advantage of existing grants to help pay for the 
cost of conversion. 
 
The Together We Can Capital Campaign donations started off well in 2025. As of February 12

th
, 

we received $157,387 or 73.2% of our goal of $215,000. For a variety of reasons, Iôm now going 
to mainly focus on what we have received, but my estimate on future giving/pledges is at about 
$188,000 or 87.4%. We are still getting unpledged/unexpected donations. 
 
If you ever have any questions, concerns, or issues regarding our staff, property, finances, or   
anything in general, please feel free to contact me or anyone else on the Leadership Board. The 
other members of the Leadership Board are Mary Nell Woodward, Romi Simons, Brooke Henry, 
Jonathan Foster, Rhonda Mortenson, Ada Thompson, Wanda Picciotti, and Kristin        
O'Shaughnessy. 
 
In His service, 
 
Eugene OôBryan, Chairperson 
CITD Leadership Board 
Cell: 602-363-4115 
eobryan@cox.net 
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Annual Report to the Church Congregation: Foundation 
Funds Utilization in 2024 

ÉƣĲƽċƖĬƚőŔƓЮŸŉЮÅĲƚŸƨƖĦĲƚЮŉŸƖЮ§ƨƖЮ9ŸũũĲĦƣŔƻĲЮ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰЮƣŸЮfŰƚƓŔƖĲЮÂőŔũċŰƣőƖŸƓǃЮċŰĬЮ
ÂƖŸůŸƣĲЮ]ŸĬѢƚЮxŸƻĲЮ 

Dear Congregation, 

We are pleased to present a detailed account of how the funds from our Foundation accounts were 

invested and spent during the year 2024. It is our duty and commitment to maintain transparency and 

demonstrate our fiscal responsibility in stewarding the resources entrusted to us. 

As you can see in the illustration, the Endowed Funds and Unrestricted Funds are invested with    

Desert Southwest United Methodist Foundation. These accounts are invested in areas that will     

ensure both the growth and stability of our financial resources while aligning with our values and  

mission. The core values of our portfolio are Christ-Centered, socially responsible investments as 

well as diversified across various sectors to mitigate risks and maximize returns. 

Please contact Foundation President Jeff Bulkeley if you have questions, concerns or have interest 

in serving on the Foundation Board of Directors.  We welcome your participation and feedback.  
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LET'S TALK ABOUT JESUS....     Elizabeth Weir, S.D. 

READ  Romans 12:9-21 

That section in my Bible is called "Behave Like a Christian".  "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good." Paulôs emphasis in this chapter is the importance of Christlike love in the life of the believer (12:9-

10; 13:8-10), for ñlove is the fulfillment of the lawò (13:10). 

A distinctive of Paulôs letters is that they contain both biblical doctrine (teaching beliefs) and instruction on 

practical living. Having explained what the gospel is in Romans 1-11, in chapters 12-16, Paul applies it to the 

everyday relationships of the believer in Jesus, including our relationship with God (12:1-2), other believers 

(vv. 3-21), governing authorities (13:1-7), the community (vv. 8-14), the spiritually weak (14:1-15:3), and       

co-workers (ch. 16). 

Many of us decide for ourselves how to label what's good or bad and sometimes we may differ on what's 

what. But, God says "no, my ways are not your ways, my thoughts are not your thoughts". We don't get to  

decide what's good or bad. Only God gets to label good or bad. Then the choice is left to us, do we make up 

our own labels or do we look at God's labels? And therein lies the rub. Godôs directions are all right in the   

Bible. So will we look to the world for direction or to God?  

In 1994, when South Africa made the transition from government by apartheid (imposed racial segregation) to 

a democracy, it faced the difficult question of how to address the crimes committed under apartheid. The 

countryôs leaders couldnôt ignore the past, but merely imposing harsh punishments on the guilty risked    

deepening the countryôs wounds. As Desmond Tutu, the first black Anglican Archbishop of South Africa,    

explained in his book No Future Without Forgiveness, ñWe could very well have had justice,            

retributive justice, and had a South Africa lying in ashes.ò 

Through establishing the Truth and Reconciliation Committee, the new democracy chose the difficult 

path of pursuing truth, justice, and mercy. Those guilty of crimes were offered a path to restoration 

and only by courageously facing the truth could the country begin to find healing.   

            όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ ǇŀƎŜ тύ 
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όŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǇŀƎŜ сύ 

In a way, South Africaôs dilemma mirrors the struggle we all face. Weôre called to pursue both                     

justice and mercy (Micah 6:8), but mercy is often misunderstood to be a lack of accountability, while pursuing 

justice can become distorted into pursuing revenge. We cannot forget the third piece of that verse "to walk 

humbly with your God". And that may be the hardest of all, but the most necessary for our souls. 

Our only path forward is a love that not only ñhates what is evilò (Romans 12:9) but also longs for the       

transformation and good of our ñneighborò(13:10). Through the power of Christôs Spirit, we can learn what      

it means to have a future of overcoming evil with good (12:21). 

WALK WORTHY 

Loving God, when the pain and injustice around us breaks our heart, help us to still believe in Your 

love and power to transform and heal. Help us to point with our life to Your justice, mercy, and love. 

Amen.  

 

East District Prayer Focus for March 
 

Grace UMCðMesa                                                         

Rev. Sharon Pajak 

Iglesia Aliento UMC StartðPhoenix                     

Rev. Flor Granillo 

Journey UMFðMaricopa                                       

Pastor Gary Williams                                                        

Our 2nd annual Heart Keepers: Care for the Caregivers           

Conference was a success. Attendees commented it was very  

beneficial to connect with people in the same situation, hear stories 

- successes and failures, share tips, meet professionals, and gain 

resources.  Some highlights included a centering exercise         

performed by Pastor Gina, an informative and interactive      

presentation by Michelle Thorne from Care 4 Caregivers, a    

touching testimonial from medical mother, Kait Parrish, and tons of 

information available from our vendors. At the end of the day, we 

had Joy and Jamie perform a sound healing session with bowls, 

rattles, flutes, etc. Many commented they had never experienced 

sound healing. All commented they thoroughly enjoyed it. God is 

good and leads us to do great things for our community.  The date 

for our 3rd annual conference has been set for February 28, 2026. 

Save the date!   Submitted by Rhonda Mortenson 

Care for the Caregivers Conference 

Keynote Speaker Michelle Thorne 

from Care 4 Caregivers  
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 March Meetings of UWFaith 

 

March 1   Unit MeetingðCall to Prayer and Self Denial 10:00 am 

March 6   UWF Leadership TeamðLibrary   10:00 am 

March 12   Mary Martha Circle - Library     9:30 am 

March 13   UWF Outreachðno meeting in March     

March 18   Devotions & Dinnerï Caf® Zupa      6:30 pm 

      21001 N Tatum Blvd 

March 20   Bookworms United (Zoom)    10:00 am Zoom 

    BookðShort Night of the Shadow Catcher   

     by Timothy Egan 

      

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

  

 

¢hh[{  Chw ¢I9 {h¦[ - ¦²CŀƛǘƘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
aŀǊȅ IƻƭƭŀƴΣ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ CŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊ 
{ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅΦ aŀǊŎƘ мрΣ нлнрΣ уΥол ŀΦƳΦΣ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭΤ ǊŜǘǊŜŀǘ ŀǘ фΥлл 
ŀΦƳΦ - оΥолǇƳ 
aƻǊƴƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ- [ǳƴŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ 
.ǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻũŜŜ ŎǳǇΣ ƴŀƳŜ ǘŀƎ όŀƴȅƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜύΣ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊΦ 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ŦŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΦ     
! ƎǊŜŀǘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 
LƴǾƛǘŜ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΦ 
wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ōŜƎƛƴǎ ƻƴ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ¦²C ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ  

wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ōȅ aŀǊŎƘ млΣ нлнр  

[ƻŎŀǝƻƴΥ CƛǊǎǘ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aŜǘƘƻŘƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ 

ррмл bΦ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǾŜΦ урлмо 

ό/ŜƴǘǊŀƭ-aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛύ 

фŀƳ-оΥолǇƳ 

/ƻǎǘΥ ϷолΦлл 

aŀǊȅ aŀǊǘƘŀ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ моǘƘ ƎŜǩƴƎ 

ǎƻƳŜ ǾƛǘŀƳƛƴ /Η όƭ-Ǌύ /ŀǊƻƭ aƻƴǎƳŀΣ aŀǊȅ bŜƭƭ ²ƻƻŘǿŀǊŘΣ 

aŀǊȅ .ƻǧǎΣ YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ .ƻƻǎΣ /Ŝƭƛŀ {ǘƻōŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ ²ŜƛǊΦ 

https://facebook.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=fbe4fd011f68df9f16ef3ae92&id=075939e72d&e=88774b7341
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UMCOR SUNDAY 

March 30 

Gifts given on UMCOR Sunday strengthen the 

churchôs global humanitarian response by under-

writing UMCORôs administrative costs. This al-

lows UMCOR to use 100% of additional funds 

for specific programs like U.S. disaster          

response, international disaster response, 

and global migration.    

Life Line Screening is coming to CITD on May 8 

Life Line Screening is a health screening company that offers  community-

based screenings for adults 50 and older. They provide information about 

stroke, heart disease, and other conditions.   

Please, continue to pray for the people of the Los Angeles area. Pray for those who 
have lost homes, loved ones, pets, businesses, and jobs due to the fire. Pray for the 
first responders who have worked tirelessly to save all they could. If you feel led to 
give monetary donations for relief efforts, here are some ways to give:

Services offered include 

¶ Ultrasound: Uses color flow ultrasound to check for plaque buildup in the carotid arteries 

and abdominal aorta 

¶ Blood pressure: Evaluates blood   pressure in the arms and ankles to assess blood flow 

¶ Bone density: Scans the shin bone to assess risk of osteoporosis 

¶ Heart rhythm: Checks for atrial fibrillation 

https://umcmission.org/united-states-disaster-response/
https://umcmission.org/united-states-disaster-response/
https://umcmission.org/international-disaster-response/
https://umcmission.org/learn-about-us/global-migration/
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Conference Contacts 

Bishop 

Carlo A. Rapanut  

Bishopôs Assistant:   

Julie OôNeal joneal@dscumc.org 

Conference Lay Leader 

Alberta Farnsworth  

East District Superintendent 

Melissa Rynders 

 

Assistant:  Jeannine Marinoni  

 jmarinoni@dscumc.org 

East District Lay Leader 

Trinity Donovan 

Director of Communications 
     (Assistance with technology)  

Christina Dillabough  

           cdillabough@dscumc.org 
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 Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church 

12835 N. 32nd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Phone: 602-992-1960 

E-mail: citd@crossinthedesert.org 

Website: https://www.crossinthedesert.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC 

/Ǌƻǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǎŜǊǘ ¦a/ {ǘŀũ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ   
 tŀǎǘƻǊ Dƛƴŀ tƻƭƭŀǊŘ   
 ǇŀǎǘƻǊƎƛƴŀϪŎǊƻǎǎƛƴǘƘŜŘŜǎŜǊǘΦƻǊƎ 
 
!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ 
    WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ 
    ŎƛǘŘϪŎǊƻǎǎƛƴǘƘŜŘŜǎŜǊǘΦƻǊƎ 
 
CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
    !ƭƛŎŜ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ 
    ŬƴŀƴŎŜϪŎǊƻǎǎƛƴǘƘŜŘŜǎŜǊǘΦƻǊƎ 
 

 
 
¸ƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ /ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊ 
 YŜǾƛƴ Wƻȅ 
 
aǳǎƛŎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
    ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ IŀǊǘǿŜƭƭ 
 

 
 
.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DǊƻǳƴŘǎ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎƻ   

ǘƘŜ tǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ¢ŜŀƳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƴƻǝŬŜŘ 

mailto:citd@crossinthedesert.org
http://www.crossinthedesert.org
https://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC

