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CITD Leadership Board 

 
The Leadership Board met in April and reviewed progress across several ministry areas and campus        
initiatives. Here are the highlights: 
 
Together We Can Capital Campaign: 
Projects completed recently include painting the interior of the Sanctuary, replacing interior flooring in the 
Sanctuary, and building an ADA-compliant ramp in the Bell Choir area. Grass replacement and            
landscaping remain under evaluation with Dave Delster leading a detailed review of all required actions, 
costs, timing, and reviewing city requirements for the grant program. We are somewhat on hold while we 
evaluate all the issues including perhaps bypassing the grant program since meeting those requirements 
adds several complications and costs to the project. 
 
Ministry and Committee Updates: 
Prayer Team continues weekly intercession and hosted a successful ñPrayer Heartsò event. They're 
preparing for Mayôs ñPray for Another Church Member for a Weekò initiative. 

Property Team tackled irrigation issues, removed hazardous trees, installed signage, and continued 
landscaping interviews. Safety assessments showed good progress, with about 50% of last yearôs 
issues resolved. 

Safer Sanctuaries work has started, with updated training materials in hand. Future updates will     
include expanded policies for vulnerable adults and online training access. 

Medical Lending Closet is in early planning. 
United Women in Faith (UWFaith) hosted a joyful Easter brunch and is preparing for their May 18 
fundraiser tea for the Wesley Center Back-to-School Drive. A fall ñJunque in the Trunkò is also 
planned. 

 
Financial Health: 
We reviewed the 2023 financial review and are pleased to report strong compliance with standards. The 
church remains in stable financial condition with continued progress on campaign pledges and responsible 
stewardship. 
           (continued on pg. 10) 
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Winter's Farewell & Spring's Embrace 

 

Dear Siblings in Christ, 

As the desert air begins to warm and the vibrant colors of spring emerge, we find ourselves saying farewell 

to our beloved winter visitors. Many of you have enriched our community with your presence, laughter, and 

participation in our services and fellowship events these past months. Your contributions to our church  

family, whether through volunteering, sharing your gifts, or simply your warm smiles, have been deeply  

appreciated. We will genuinely miss you until we see you again! 

 

To our cherished year-round members, your steadfast dedication and unwavering commitment to Cross in 

the Desert are the foundation upon which our community thrives. Your presence, week after week, is a  

constant source of strength and encouragement. We are eternally grateful for your faithfulness and tireless 

service to God and one another. Thank you for being the heart of our church family. 

 

And as one season transitions into another, we're also delighted to welcome new members to our growing 

community! Whether you've recently moved to Phoenix or have been considering joining us for some time, 

we extend a heartfelt welcome. Cross in the Desert is a place where all are embraced, regardless of the 

time of year. Our doors are always open, and we believe that God's love knows no season, and neither 

does our community. 

 

Even as some of our winter friends journey back to their homes, we want to remind everyone that our   

community transcends geography. Whether you are traveling near or far, we encourage you to continue to 

share your joys and concerns with Cross in the Desert. We want to be your support system, prayer       

partners, and spiritual family, regardless of location. Don't hesitate to contact us; we're always here for you. 

You can reach us by phone, email, or through our website. 

 

Let us continue to pray for one another, to support one another, and to grow together in faith, no matter the 

season. May God bless you all abundantly. 

 

With love and prayers, 

    Pastor G.  
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We apologize if we have missed your special day. It 

means that the office does not have your information. 

Please notify the office if we need to update your  

information. 

 

Have you been looking 

for a devotional? Did you 

know that The Upper 

Room is available in the 

narthex. Regular and 

large print  versions are 

available.  

A small donation is      

appreciated if you are 

able, but feel free to take 

one even if you canôt      

donate. 

 

Brian Moore   May 6 

Heather Robinson  May 13 

Kevin Joy   May 17 

Garrett Carlson  May 18 

Wanda Picciotti  May 18 

Elizabeth Weir  May 21 

Kathie Hazen  May 25 

Phillip Botts   May 26 

Mary Ann Crist  May 26 

Pete Thompson  May 26  

Martha Bulkeley  May 31          

 

Isaac & Brooke Henry  May 16 

Bob & Dorothy Sanders  May 22 

Where am I hiding now? 

                Several of us will be attending the play, Leading Ladies, as a fun outing  

                                         for the congregation, friends, and family. 

Location: Don Bluth Front Row Theatre, 8989 E V²a Linda #118, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

Date & Time: June 21, at 2:00 PM 

Our group price for tickets is $33. See/call/text Eugene OôBryan at 602-363-4115 by May 25
th
 if 

you are interested or have questions as the group rates need to be paid by 3 weeks prior to the 
performance. After that time, tickets may be available by contacting the Don Bluth Front Row 
Theatre directly or purchasing online. Iôve reserved 25 front row tickets. We hope to see you 
there! 

CITD Event Opportunity 
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Holy Week Highlights  

tŀƭƳ {ǳƴŘŀȅτ¢ƘŜ tŀƭƳ tǊƻŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ 

IƻǎŀƴƴŀΗ 

aŀǳƴŘȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅτwŜƳŜƳōŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀǎǘ {ǳǇǇŜǊ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ Dƛƴŀ tƻƭƭŀǊŘ ϧ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŜƻƴǘŜȊ ²ƛƳōƭŜȅ 

wŜŀŘŜǊǎ YǊƛǎǝƴ h�[{ƘŀǳƎƘƴŜǎǎȅ ϧ WǳƭƛŜ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ 

DƻƻŘ CǊƛŘŀȅ  ŀǘ /Ǌƻǎǎ wƻŀŘǎ ¦a/ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŜƻƴǘŜȊ ²ƛƳōƭŜȅ 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ {ǳƴǊƛǎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

IŜ L{ wƛǎŜƴΗ IŜ Lǎ wƛǎŜƴ LƴŘŜŜŘΗ 

9ŀǎǘŜǊ млΥлл ŀƳ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

²ƛǘƘ hƴŜ CƭƻŎƪ /ƘƻƛǊ ϧ .Ŝƭƭǎ ƻŦ Wƻȅ 

/ƘǊƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ wƛǎŜƴ ¢ƻŘŀȅΗ 


