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Blue Christmas Service 

As part of the Advent Sermon series 

ñHow Does a Weary World Rejoiceò, 

a very meaningful Blue Christmas 

Service was held on December 15th. 

Pastor Gina and Pastor Dawn Farmer 

from Desert Springs Bible Church 

collaborated on the service, which 

offered music, candle lighting and 

prayer in a quiet, introspective       

atmosphere. 
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Spreading God's Love and Peace in 2025: A Renewed Commitment 
 

As we embark on a new year filled with promise and possibility, let us renew our commitment to 
spreading God's love and peace throughout our community and beyond in 2025. This year, let's 
not just talk about love and peace but actively live it out in tangible ways at Cross in the Desert 
and beyond. 
 

Our world faces many challenges ï division, conflict, and uncertainty seem to dominate the 
headlines. But amidst the darkness, we, as followers of Christ, are called to be beacons of hope. 
We are called to be agents of change, demonstrating God's unwavering love and offering the 
peace that surpasses all understanding. 

How can we practically live out this commitment in 2025? Here are some ideas: 

¶ Acts of Kindness: Remember, even the smallest gestures of kindness can make a huge 
difference. A smile, a helping hand, a listening ear ï these simple acts can brighten someone's 
day and spread God's love in a powerful way. Consider volunteering at a local charity, visiting 
the sick or elderly, or simply helping a neighbor in need. You have the power to make a          
difference. 

¶ Promoting Understanding and Dialogue: In a world often divided, your role is crucial. Let's 
strive to build bridges of understanding. Engage in respectful conversations with those who hold 
different beliefs. Listen with an open heart and seek common ground. Through dialogue, we can 
foster peace and break down barriers. Your efforts are key to this process. 

¶ Supporting Peace Initiatives: Many organizations work tirelessly to promote peace and  
justice around the world. Consider supporting these organizations through prayer, volunteering, 
or financial contributions. Let's be part of the solution, working towards a more peaceful future 
for all. 

¶ Living a Life of Integrity: Our actions speak louder than words. Let's strive to live lives of 
integrity, reflecting God's love and peace in all we do. Be honest in our dealings, compassionate 
in our interactions, and forgiving in our hearts. 

Prayer and Reflection: A strong foundation in prayer and reflection is essential. Let us dedicate 
time each day to connect with God, seeking guidance and strength to live out our commitment to 
love and peace. 
 

2025 presents a fresh opportunity to be the hands and feet of Christ in the world. Let's embrace 
this opportunity with open hearts and a renewed commitment to spreading God's love and 
peace to all we encounter. Remember, together, we can make a difference. Let's approach this 
year with hope and optimism. 
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We apologize if we have missed your special day. It means 

that the office does not have your information. Please 

notify the office if we need to update your information. 

Have you been looking for 

a devotional? Did you 

know that The Upper 

Room is available in the 

narthex. Regular and 

large print  versions are 

available.  

A small donation is      

appreciated if you are 

able, but feel free to take 

one even if you canôt      

donate. 

Haley Parrott   January 3 

Rylan Francis  January 6 

Judy Smith   January 13 

Heidi Gustafson  January 21 

Jim Bussey   January 22 

Ryker Joy   January 22 

Wes Picciotti   January 23 

Arvilla Jungman  January 25 

Steve Cahill   January 28 

Linda Lulkovich  January 28 

Kathleen Boos  January 29 

Charlie Diller   January 29 

CITD Event Opportunity 

Several of us will be attending the play, Done to Death, as a fun outing for the congregation, friends, and family. 

Location: Don Bluth Front Row Theatre, 8989 E Vía Linda #118, Scottsdale, AZ 85258 

Date & Time: February 1, at 2:00 PM 

Synopsis: In this crowd-pleasing comedy, once-famous mystery writers are brought together to collaborate on a new murder 

mystery TV show! The five eccentric writers include a couple who write sophisticated murder mysteries, a young author of the 

James Bond school, a retired writer of hard-hitting thrillers, and an aging queen of the logical whodunit. Each applies their 

unique methods, alternating between reality and imagination, to solve the murders occurring all around them. An ingenious 

parody of every mystery plot, hero and villain created in the past 50 years, the author plays a skillful, fast-paced and clever 

game of ΨGuess AgainΩ with the audience! 

Our group price for tickets is $33. See/call/text Eugene OΩBryan at 602-363-4115 by January 8th if you are interested or have 

questions as the group rates need to be paid by 3 weeks prior to the performance. After that time, tickets may be available by 

calling the Don Bluth Front Row Theatre directly. 
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Pastor Carrie Bradley 

 

Thanks again for your support in making our campaign so successful. IΩve not had 

a chance to update the numbers since December 5th, but at that time we were at 

$164,233 in funds received or pledged. This is 76.0% of the way to our goal of 

making $215,000 by the end of 2026. 

We have already received much of that, and IΩm sure youΩve noticed the painting and the new flooring we 

have in part of the sanctuary. WeΩll be addressing more of our sanctuary painting and flooring early in 2025 

as well as taking on other projects. 

WeΩve also talked about the fact that we have partnered with the Desert Southwest United Methodist 

Foundation in this effort. We have opened an account with them that will allow anonymous and/or more 

complicated, tax-advantaged donations. If you wish to know more about that, please contact: 

Anne Green 

Executive Director 

Desert Southwest United Methodist Foundation (DSUMF) 

1300 S. Litchfield Road, Suite 220-O 

Goodyear, AZ 85338 

agreen@dsumf.org 
Office: 1-602-798-8202 

Cell: 1-847-778-0556 

www.dsumf.org 

 

Thanks, again, for your support! 
 
In His service, 
 
Eugene OΩBryan, Chairperson 
Together We Can Capital Campaign 
Home: 602-788-0742 
Cell: 602-363-4115 
eobryan@cox.net 

Together We Can 

dollars at work! 

During the week of 

December 16th, the 

floors in the lobby 

and hallways were 

prepared, and vinyl 

plank flooring was 

installed. 

mailto:agreen@dsumf.org
http://www.dsumf.org/
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Leadership Board Wraps Up Its First Full Year 

By: Karen Bulkeley 

In January 2024, the new Leadership Board was launched as a stream-lined method for conducting the 

business of the church.  Replacing the Board of Trustees, Staff-Parish Relations Committee, the Finance 

Committee and the Administrative Council, the new Leadership Board took on many challenges during 

2024, while learning to operate within the new system. 

Two significant highlights of 2024 include the signing of a lease with Global Minds Preschool and the      

successful launch of a capital campaign. 

After 18 months of working with the city, state, and contractors, the Global Minds Preschool has concluded 

all renovations and will be opening on January 6th, 2025. A final lease was executed on December 26th.  I 

would like to personally thank the preschool task force who didnôt know how long and complex the process 

would be.  Thank you to Eugene OôBryan, Kevin Joy, Romi Simons, Julie Wagner, and Pastor Gina for    

creating and reviewing countless versions of the lease, working closely with the District and Conference 

contacts, and encouraging the Preschool owner as he encountered numerous bureaucrat delays.  The          

establishment of the preschool on our campus not only provides a new source of income, but just as        

importantly, it provides an opportunity to have families on our campus with whom we hope we can engage 

in fellowship and worship as time goes on. 

A capital campaign was also successfully launched on September 15. Under the leadership of Eugene 

OôBryan the campaign raised significant cash and pledges to allow the church to complete many deferred 

maintenance projects.  In addition to the pledges from church members additional steps were taken to     

secure a grant from the conference as well as from the Desert-Southwest Conference Foundation.           

Additionally, the CITD Foundation pledged its support to the campaign.  These additional funds go a long 

way to leverage supplement the generous gifts of the members.  Projects have already been completed  

including new flooring in the sanctuary and fresh paint on several areas of the campus. 

The Leadership Board is directed by the churchôs annual strategic plan.  During 2024 we saw many tasks 

completed to help us move toward our goals.  The first goal was to ñprovide opportunities to inspire the    

surrounding community and congregation to build relationships by meeting their specific needs. The primary 

strategy to help us move toward this goal was the additional work undertaken to revamp our congregational 

care response.  Under the leadership of Rhonda Mortenson, a systematic approach to ensuring ill or   

homebound members are cared for by the church was implemented, monthly birthday celebrations are    

taking place, and opportunities for social gatherings for the church family and the community have taken 

place this year.  A highlight of the year was a Caregivers Conference which was very successful.   

Our second goal was to ñpresent a dynamic invitation to the community with a welcoming, inclusive campus.  

As mentioned above, the capital campaign is helping us to move closer to this goal.  Additionally, new signs 

have been installed around campus, banners are displayed before special events, and the NICE GUYS and 

a Property Team have taken on responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of the campus. 

The final goal states that we will ñincrease opportunities for CITD to serve the community.  One successful 

toward this goal was the Pastorôs Dinner and Dialogue which provided opportunities to learn about issues in 

our community, hear from people working to address those issues, and think about how we might have an 

impact. We had a fun Blessing of the Pets event, and the campus has been used by a variety of groups for 

meetings throughout the year, giving CITD the opportunity to provide hospitality to our neighbors. 

As the Leadership Board moves into 2025 under the leadership of Eugene OôBryan the work of 2024 will 

continue to be built upon and expanded.  I am excited for the future of our church and canôt wait to see what 

happens next! 
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East  District Prayer Focus for January 

 Arizona Korean UMFðMesa                         
Rev. Sang Jae Lee                                                                                      

                 
Chandler UMCðChandler                                                 
Rev. Candace Lansberry  

        Cross in the Desert UMCðPhoenix            
Pastor Gina Pollard 

Cross Roads UMCðPhoenix                                             
Pastor Deontez Wimbley 

 

LET'S TALK ABOUT JESUS....        Elizabeth Weir, S.D. 

 

 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh.  For I have the desire to do what is 

right, but not the ability to carry it out. (Romans 7:18)  

 Itôs the start of a new year and gyms all across America will see a spike in new member-

ships.  Why?  New Yearôs resolutions.  Nearly every top ten list includes the following resolutions:  

getting in shape, losing weight, or quitting smoking.  Unfortunately, most of these resolutions donôt 

last.  Just wait until mid-February and youôll have a much easier time finding a parking space at the 

gym. 

Some of us may do the same thing as we follow Jesus.  We make big promises about the great things 

we plan to do for Him. Yet, In the process of doing, doing, doing we can forget two important facts: 

Godôs love for us is dependent on His grace and not our performance.  Scripture makes this very 

clear in Romans 5:8. God demonstrates his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.  Godôs love for us was settled by Jesusô sacrifice on the cross. He said "it is finished". Done 

deal. Best deal we ever got. 

What if we stopped doing things for God in 2025? Just stopped. Sounds odd, doesn't it? But, this life 

is not about what we can do for God, but what He can do in and through us. God does not need us 

(see Acts 17:25), but He still desires to use imperfect instruments like us to accomplish His God-sized 

purposes. 

As we enter the new year, the question we do NOT need to be asking is what can I do for God?  The 

better question is this: What does God desire to accomplish in and through me this year? 

AMEN? AMEN.... WALK WORTHY.... 



7 

 

 

 

               

 January Meetings of UWFaith 

 

January 11   Planning Meeting  Fellowship Hall 10:00 am 

    Bring a sack lunch 

January 16   Bookworms United (Zoom)    10:00 am  

    BookðThe Women  by Kristen Hannah 

January 16   Mary Martha Circle  at Kathleenôs   4:00 pm 

January 21   Devotions & Dinner       6:30 pm 

    Meet at Chompieôs, 3212 E. Cactus 

January 23    UWF Outreach  Fellowship Hall 11:30 am 

 

United Women in FaithΩs Planning Meeting 

Saturday, January 11, 2025 

10:00 a.m. – нΥлл p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

Bring a sack lunch and a friend!  All women are welcome! 

 

UWF Christmas Party and Installation of 2025 Officers  was held on December 8th. Pictured above are Linda 

Moore, Marilyn Seese, Mary Ann Crist, Mary Nell Woodward, Judy Smith, Arvilla Jungman, Kathleen Boos 

and Alice Easter. 
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Christmas Eve at Cross in the Desert 

 
December 24, 2024 
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Contributed by: Karen Bulkeley 

For many years, CITD has sponsored a SantaΩs Workshop for the children residing at UMOMΩs ParsonΩs 

Village.  ParsonΩs Village is a permanent, low-income apartment complex located in Sunnyslope.  This 

yearΩs SantaΩs Workshop was on December 13th.  About a dozen volunteers from CITD helped          

approximately 40 kids άshopέ for Christmas presents for their parents or other important adults in 

their life.  In the past some children have told us that they have never been able to give a gift to their 

parent before.  Because there is never a perfect time to schedule an event to ensure everyone can 

attend, the ParsonΩs Village staff gave several children the opportunity to pick gifts from our extra    

donations after our official event had ended, and they shared some pictures with us.  Thank you to 

everyone who donated gifts and wrapping supplies, and an extra thank you to everyone who spent 

their Friday night at SantaΩs Workshop.  If you missed this yearΩs event, plan to join us next year.  It is 

guaranteed to get you into the holiday spirit. 

Paradise Valley Community Food Bank 

Remember that you can bless someone with your donation to the Food Bank. 

It is so easy to pick up an item or two while doing your own food shopping. Itôs 

even better when you can shop the sales and make your dollars go farther. 

The grocery cart located in the lobby of the worship center makes dropping 

off your donations easy. 
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Living into the Life of 
a Leader Workshop

Who Should Attend:
Ç Current & newly elected Leadership Board and 

other committee members
Ç UWF Leaders, task force members, small group 

leaders
Ç Individuals eager to know more about how they can 

live into their own leadership abilities.

STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION

SATURDAY JANUARY 25TH

9:00 AM ï2:00 PM
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Conference Contacts 

Bishop 

Carlo A. Rapanut  

Bishopôs Assistant:   

Julie OôNeal joneal@dscumc.org 

Conference Lay Leader 

Alberta Farnsworth  

East District Superintendent 

Melissa Rynders 

 

Assistant:  Jeannine Marinoni  

 jmarinoni@dscumc.org 

East District Lay Leader 

Trinity Donovan 

Director of Communications 
     (Assistance with technology)  

Christina Dillabough  

           cdillabough@dscumc.org 

The Clergy and Lay Leadership Development team will host this leadership talk via Zoom  featuring  

Jeannie Ward, on Monday, January 13, 2025, at 7 pm (MST). Our presenter,  Jeannie Ward, will be  

sharing useful information on the subject of óservant leadershipô, using the  following texts: ñJesus on 

Leadershipò by C. Gene WilkesñLeadership Is Languageò by L. David Marquetand, also, how important    

it is to ócommunicateô effectively and appropriately in a team setting, whether within your worship        

community or in the workplace in the secular  community. 

The text used for this portion of the presentation is from the Lay Servant Ministries program: ñIntroduction 

to Lay Servant Ministriesò by Sandy & Brian Jackson. Jeannie is a lay person who has served in the West 

District as Director of Lay Servant Ministries from 2015 to 2020; then served as West District Lay Leader, 

until 2024, with the assistance of three Associate Lay Leaders. She is a member of Prescott Valley UMC 

where she serves on the Care & Nurture team. She is married to Rev. Gary L. Ward (DSC, retired in 

2011), enabling her to serve in the South, North & West Districts in the churches he was appointed to. 
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 Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church 

12835 N. 32nd Street 

Phoenix, AZ 85032 

Phone: 602-992-1960 

E-mail: citd@crossinthedesert.org 

Website: https://www.crossinthedesert.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC 

Cross in the Desert UMC Staff 

Pastor   
 Pastor Gina Pollard   
 pastorgina@crossinthedesert.org 
 
Administrative Assistant 
    Julie Wagner 
    citd@crossinthedesert.org 
 
Financial Secretary 
    Alice Easter 
    finance@crossinthedesert.org 
 

 
 
Youth and Technology Coordinator 
 Kevin Joy 
 
Music Director 
    Thomas Hartwell 
 

 
 
Building and Grounds Concerns 
Please contact the office by phone or email so   

the Property Team may be notified 

mailto:citd@crossinthedesert.org
http://www.crossinthedesert.org
https://www.facebook.com/CrossintheDesertUMC
mailto:pastor@crossinthedesert.org
mailto:finance@crossinthedesert.org

