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TOGETHER!

WE CAN

1@ very happy to report that we are now at 96.6% of our General Capital Campaign Goal so we are well on our way to

meet or exceed our goal of $215,000 by the end of the year. Projects outside the original Together We Can Campaign

have also run through the Together We Can designated account, but we@e keeping the reporting separate below. Our
96.6% progress does not count the other $198,000 in additional projects funded by the CITD Foundation.
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Projects in progress:
Digital Sign
Grass replacement and further landscaping improvements

If you have any questions or input, please see or contact Eugene O®ryan at 602-363-4115
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LET'S TALK ABOUT JESUS El'i zabeth Weir,
1 CORINTHIANS 16:13-14
Be on your guard, stand firm in the faith, be courageous, be strong. Do everything in love.

Courage is a strength or power to meet a scary circumstance head on. It's what we call upon whenever we
confront a difficult, frightening, painful or disturbing situation when our resources are pushed to the
absolute limit and our first instinctive reaction is to run.

Courage comes into play when morality and spirituality are at stake. Moral or spiritual courage is what
motivates us to do the right thing, to right a wrong, to take a stand for some deeply held moral principle or
spiritual value despite the personal price or public opinion. This kind of courage is exemplified by Jesus' crisis
of courage in the Garden of Gethsemane, "O my Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me."

True courage comes only from total surrender to Jesus Christ, from placing our lives entirely into His hands
and declaring, "Do with me what you will." Only when we have let go of our own lives can we be truly
courageous for God. Only when we are not clinging to our rights, our ambitions and our security can we
boldly face any and every danger for His sake and change the world for Christ.

This is the kind of courage we are called to pursue, a courage that shrinks from nothing because we know
our life is entirely in God's hands. Cultivating this kind of courage in this life cannot be done in our own
strength. Courage is only cultivated when we lay our lives at His feet without reserve - when we offer our
life to Him a living sacrifice, holding nothing back.

True courage is available to every child of the King and it is ours for the asking. Get alone with your King and
freshly consecrate your life to Him. When you place yourself entirely in His hands you will be able to face any
and every challenge or difficulty with a courage that will baffle and astound the world.

WALK WORTHY

PRAYER: We turn to you, our God and thank you for loving us just as we are. You fill us with your love and
goodness because you created us. May we bring life to our world and may you be satisfied with us. In
Christ's mighty name. Amen.

East District Prayer FIocus fo
Red Mount adiMe slaMC
Rev. Sandra Lynn Johnson P I% i
Scottsdad cdtMCsdal e
Rev. Jamie Booth NWWW?/
1 Thessalonians 5:17

Shepherd ofd Qvheer gPa anreds
Pastor Winona Dye

S.
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Mary Martha Circ

The March meeting of Mary Martha Circle
featured a visit to an urban garden at the
home of Celia Stober. Members were all
able to harvest vine-ripened tomatoes to

take home!

United Women in Faith

Unit Celebration

Saturday, May 2 ~ 10:00 am

CITD Fellowship Hall Celia Stober, Kathleen Boos, Mary Nell
Woodward, Ada Thompson, Kathy Seward,

Kathie Hazen, and Carol Monsma with their

harvests.




Q,P‘\’L‘wfl"(/,?
- - b3 e . -
East District ) West District
o Desert Southwest Conference =\ S o Desert Southwest Conference
1 /&
THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 1"’/@”\“ W THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

AND LET IT BEGIN WITH ME

JEREMIAH 17:14 | PSALM 51:10

March 6, 2026

Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church
12835 N. 32nd St.
Phoenix, AZ. 85032

Dear Members and Friends of Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church:
Grace and peace to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

After a time of consultation and prayer, Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut intends to appoint Pastor Tu’ulauena
Lolohea to serve two churches, effective July 1, 2026. Pastor Lolohea will serve as pastor of Cross in
the Desert United Methodist Church, less than full-time, and also as pastor of Mission Bell United
Methodist Church in Glendale, AZ., less than full-time. Pastor Tu’ulau currently serves as pastor of the
Sanctuary Campus of St. Mark’s United Methodist Church in Tucson, AZ.

Pastor Tu’ulau is an enthusiastic, community-based pastor who loves to meet those in his current
church as well as those on the outside who might become part of his church. He has a heart for
pastoral care and is always seeking ways to encourage leaders to be the hands and feet of Jesus.
Pastor Lolohea has a passion for finding ways to help churches connect their faith to their daily lives
and connect with the greater community around them. He and his family are looking forward to
involving themselves in the lives of both Cross in the Desert and Mission Bell.

The Bishop and Cabinet are praying for you as you take time to honor and celebrate Rev. Gina and
then welcome Pastor Tu’ulau into your presence. We pray you will know and feel God’s presence and
peace in all that you do.

Grace and peace,

Rev. Melissa Rynders,

East/West District Missional Strategist and Superintendent

cc: Bishop Carlo A. Rapanut, Julie O’Neal, Rev. Gina Pollard, Pastor Tu’ulauena Lolohea

WWW.DSCUMC.ORG | MAIL: EAST & WEST DISTRICT, P.O. BOX 32830, PHOENIX AZ 85064
PHONE: 602.798.8236 | FAX:602.266.5343 | JMARINONI@DSCUMC.ORG
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As we think about being a healthy church this year, we hope to provide tools for our
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nual conference mission project directly aligns by providing funds for churches to be
the true hands and feet of God as we protect and care for those most impacted by
the threats and fears to immigrants. The Solidarity Fund is one tool that churches can
act on our call to faithfully serve our neighbors.

We already have requests to support congregations serving those most impacted b
so your help is truly needed!

We have both a monetary and participation goal this year, set based on previous
projects and with the intent to literally show our community what a healthy church
really looks like:

1 We hope to grow the Solidarity Fund to at least $40,000 by the end of June.
1 To show our solidarity as a unified body, our goal is to receive at least 1,800
individual donations, roughly 10% of our annual conference membership.
Because our collective action is an important withess to show the love of our

members and the love of God.

Conference Contact s
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Cross in the Desert United Methodist Church

12835 N. 32nd Street

Phoeni x, AZ 85032

Phone:-9 %0260

Emaidi:t d@crossinthedesert.org

We bsihttet:ps: / / www. crossinthedesert. org

Facebdhdk ps:// www. facebook. com/ CrossintheDesert UMC

Cross in the Desert UMC Staff

Pastor
Rev. Gina Pollard
pastorgina@crossinthedesert.org

Youth and Technology Coordinator
Kevin Joy

Music Director

Administrative Assistant Thomas Hartwell

Julie Wagner
citd@crossinthedesert.org

Financial Secretary
Alice Easter
finance@crossinthedesert.org

Building and Grounds Concerns
Please contact the office by phone or email so

the Property Team may be notified
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