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Beloveds, 
 
As we enter the swirl of the holiday season, I find myself returning again and again to the gift of 
quiet. December has a way of filling itselfðfull calendars, full to-do lists, full emotions. And yet, 
at the heart of this season is a gentle invitation: slow down, listen, breathe. Advent reminds us 
that God often arrives not with fireworks, but in a whisper, in a manger, in the stillness of dawn. 
 
This year, I invite you to claim small pockets of quiet wherever you can. Light a candle in the 
evening and let the silence settle. Step outside for five minutes and notice the winter sky. Say  
a simple prayer of gratitude as you sip your morning coffee. These moments of rest arenôt         
luxuries, theyôre sacred space. They make room within us for the hope, peace, joy, and love 
that God is waiting to grow. 
 
As we prepare for a new year, may this quieter rhythm help us discern what we want to carry 
forward and what we can lovingly set down. What practices nourish your spirit? Where is God 
nudging you toward newness? What burdens are asking to be released? The turning of the 
year is a holy thresholdðan opportunity to reflect, reset, and remember that God is always   
doing a new thing in and through us. 
 
Of course, this season is not easy for everyone. For many, the holidays bring reminders of 
grief, distance, change, or loneliness. Let us commit ourselves to being a community that sees 
and cares for one another. Reach out to someone who might be feeling isolated. Send a card, 
make a phone call, share a meal, or simply let someone know they matter. Small gestures can 
be lifelines. The love of Christ becomes real when it shows up in our hands and voices. 
 
As we move through these winter days, may we hold quiet and compassion together. May we 
prepare our hearts for both the tender mystery of Christmas and the hopeful possibilities of a 
new year. And may we continue to be a congregation that extends warmth, welcome, and care 
to all. 
 
With gratitude for each of you, 
 

      Pastor G  
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We apologize if we have missed your special day. It 

means that the office does not have your information. 

Please notify the office if we need to update your  

information. 

 

Have you been looking 

for a devotional? Did you 

know that The Upper 

Room is available in the 

narthex. Regular and 

large print versions are 

available.  

A small donation is      

appreciated if you are 

able, but feel free to take 

one even if you canôt      

donate. 

Eugene OôBryan   December 4 

Tim Foster   December 8 

Joy Moore   December 8 

Tucker Pleake  December 9 

Dick Bulkeley  December 12 

Thomas Hartwell  December 18 

Rose Caffo   December 19 

Sam Miller   December 19 

Kay Caris   December 23 

Tyler Pallante-Bulkeley December 24 

William Moore  December 26 

Bob Hood   December 27 

Jonathan Foster  December 31 

John Easter & Merrily Abels  December 5 

Bob & Jewell Hood             December 22 

Paul & Suzy Zarkovich  December 24 

Dick & Martha Bulkeley  December 28 

 

The Men's Walk #269 will be January 29-February 1  

at Christ Community UMC, 104 W. Western Ave, Avondale. 

The Womenôs Walk #270 will be February 12-15  

at Christ Community UMC, 104 W. Western Ave, Avondale. 

Apply today. There are brochures and applications in the narthex.  

QuestionsðContact Pastor Gina or Mary Ann Crist. 

Birthdays 
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CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ /L¢5 Ƙŀǎ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ŀ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ¦ahaΩǎ tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ  

tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘΣ ƭƻǿ-ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǳƴƴȅǎƭƻǇŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ 

²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ сΥлл-тΥолtaΦ  

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇΚ   Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ Ŧǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ    

tŀǊǎƻƴǎ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ άǎƘƻǇέ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ        

Lƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƎƛƊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜΦ 

 

Iƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜƭǇΚ  ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ  

.ǊƛƴƎ м ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ¦b²w!tt95 !5¦[¢ ƎƛƊǎ ǾŀƭǳŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ϸнл-Ϸнр ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

мпǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜƳ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦ 

{ƛƎƴ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ¢ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƻƴŀǘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ƎƛƊ ǘŀƎǎΣ ōƻǿǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ 

±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ {ŀƴǘŀΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǎƘƻǇΤ ǿǊŀǇ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎƛƊǎΤ  ŜǘŎΦ 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƛƎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŎƘŜŜǊ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŀƭƛƪŜΗ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ YŀǊŜƴ .ǳƭƪŜƭŜȅ 

ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƪǎōǳƭƪŜƭŜȅϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ     

IƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ hǳǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ƴƎŜƭǎ CǳƴŘ-ǊŀƛǎŜǊ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƎŀƛƴ ōŜ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƴƎ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƛƴ ƳŜƳƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƴǘǎ όƛΦŜΦ !ƴƎŜƭǎύ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻǾŜŘ ƻƴŜǎ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  9ŀŎƘ         

ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŀƴŎǘǳŀǊȅ 

ǎǘŀǊǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нмǎǘΦ  !ƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ    

ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƘƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘǊŜŜΣ ƻǊ ƎƛǾŜ ŀǿŀȅΣ   

ǎƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǘƘƛǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎŜǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜΦ 

!ƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ Ϸмл ŘƻƴŀǝƻƴΦ  !ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ƻǳǊ       

ŀǇǇƻǊǝƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΦ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘƻƴƻǊ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ōŜ 

Ƨǳǎǘ ƻƴŜ ƴŀƳŜ ǇŜǊ ƻǊƴŀƳŜƴǘΦ  5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜόǎύ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻƴƻǊŜŜǎ a¦{¢ ōŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ 

ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ YŀǊŜƴ .ǳƭƪŜƭŜȅ ƴƻ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мтǘƘΦ   

C  P 

S  D  20 5:00   
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Blessing of the AnimalsðNovember 8 

Rev. Gina Pollard gives a    

blessing to all the good 

puppies who attended! 

Moose had a great time doing the Puppy 

Apple Bobbing and entertaining the crowd. 

Jessica showing us how she    

creates such lifelike portraits 

Chyrell and her family sharing the book showing all the 

adoptable dogs that Love Connection Dog Rescue is 

fostering.. 


