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Which state had the most tornadoes in 2017?

A) Texas - 176

B) Georgia - 131

C) Kansas - 74

SURVEY QUESTION 1
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WHEN TORNADOES ARE LIKELY ï1950-2017



AUSTELL, GA

November 30, 2016



ALBANY, GA

January 22, 2017
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Which weather threat claims the most lives?

A) Flooding

B) Tornadoes

C) Lightning

SURVEY QUESTION 2
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LASTING MEMORY



EXTREME Weather Is A LOW

Probability

But HIGH Risk Event

THE BOTTOM LINE



READY,

SET,

GO!

SAFETY 

PROCESS



READY

STEP



Storm Prediction Center, 

located in the National Weather 

Center in Norman, OK 

assesses threats several

days in advance

READY STEP
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SURVEY QUESTION 3

A watch means dangerous weather is 

occurring now, requiring immediate safety 

action.

A) True

B) False
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WATCH VS WARNING



Confusion of those terms 

has cost lives!

Watch ïIssued 

hours before a 

possible threat

Warning ïIssued 

minutes before an 

imminent threat

WATCH VS WARNING



WATCH

Issued 6 to 8 

hours before 

storms may

develop.  

There is the 

potential for 

severe weather. 

Itôs your ñheads 

upò to prepare.  



GO

STEP



11 Years Ago

Something Very Important Happened

That Few People Know About



SURVEY QUESTION 4

If a tornado warning is issued for Gwinnett 

county, you should assume it applies to the 

entire county:

True

False



SURVEY QUESTION 4

If a tornado warning is issued for Fulton 

county, you should assume it applies to the 

entire county:

True

False



Warnings Are Now 

VERY Precise

Sirens, Phone Apps &

Weather Radios Alert 

The Entire County

WARNINGS CHANGED IN 2007



A RECENT WARNING ïMARCH 1, 2018

Warning touches parts of 4 counties



EVEN WEA HAS FLAWS



EVEN WEA HAS FLAWS



3 Main Types 

Of Warnings

GO STEP



ÅTornado has 

been sighted or 

has been 

detected by radar

ÅTornadoes can 

and do occur 

WITHOUT a 

watch in effect 

TORNADO WARNING



NOT ALL TORNADOES ARE THE SAME

EF0: 65-85 mph EF1: 86-110 mph EF2: 111-135 mph

EF3: 135-165 mph EF4: 166-200 mph EF5: >200 mph

TORNADO WARNING



SURVEY QUESTION 5

When the NWS issues a tornado warning,

they know how strong it is.

True

False



SURVEY QUESTION 5

When the NWS issues a tornado warning,

they know how strong it is.
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TORNADO WARNING FOR...  

SOUTHEASTERN TALBOT COUNTY IN WEST CENTRAL GEORGIA...  

NORTHWESTERN TAYLOR COUNTY IN WEST CENTRAL GEORGIA...  

UNTIL 1130 AM EST  

AT 1103 AM EST, A SEVERE THUNDERSTORM CAPABLE OF PRODUCING A  

TORNADO WAS LOCATED OVER GENEVA, OR NEAR TALBOTTON, MOVING EAST

AT  45 MPH.  

HAZARD...TORNADO.   

SOURCE...RADAR INDICATED ROTATION.  

IMPACT...FLYING DEBRIS WILL BE DANGEROUS TO THOSE CAUGHT WITHOUT   

SHELTER. MOBILE HOMES WILL BE DAMAGED OR DESTROYED.   

DAMAGE TO ROOFS, WINDOWS, AND VEHICLES WILL OCCUR.  TREE   

DAMAGE IS LIKELY.   

* LOCATIONS IMPACTED INCLUDE...  

BUTLER, JUNCTION CITY, GENEVA, HOWARD, BALDWINVILLE, WESLEY CHURCH  

AND FICKLING MILL.  

PRECAUTIONARY/PREPAREDNESS ACTIONS...  

TAKE COVER NOW! MOVE TO A BASEMENT OR AN INTERIOR ROOM ON THE LOWEST  

FLOOR OF A STURDY BUILDING. AVOID WINDOWS. IF YOU ARE OUTDOORS, IN A  

MOBILE HOME, OR IN A VEHICLE, MOVE TO THE CLOSEST SUBSTANTIAL SHELTER  

AND PROTECT YOURSELF FROM FLYING DEBRIS. 

TORNADO WARNING


