Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 13" & 141, 2025

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father,

and of the *+ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Most merciful God,

We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against
you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew
us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and rostered minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Gathering Song #609 Chief of Sinners Though I Be

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who
go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is
contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading: Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship.
Today’s reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people.
Moses reminds God that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for
them.

"The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8 they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt!” ” ? The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are.
1"Now let me alone so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them,
and of you I will make a great nation.”

"1 But Moses implored the LORD his God and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath burn
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with
a mighty hand? !> Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from
your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. '* Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to
them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.” ” 14 And the LORD
changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 51:1-10
R Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1)

"Have mercy on me, O God, according to your ! steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out | my offenses.

2’Wash me through and through ! from my wickedness,
and cleanse me | from my sin.

3For I know | my offenses, and my sin is ev- | er before me.
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* Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight;
so you are justified when you speak and right | in your judgment. R
> Indeed, I was born ! steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my | mother’s womb.
%Indeed, you delight in truth | deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom ! deep within.
7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I | shall be clean;
wash me, and I shall be pur- ! er than snow.
8 Let me hear ! joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken | may rejoice.
?Hide your face | from my sins,
and blot out | all my wickedness.
10 Create in me a clean | heart, O God,
and renew a right spir- | it within me. R

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice
especially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once
persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses
to the grace of God.

12T am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he considered me
faithful and appointed me to his service, '* even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a
persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in
unbelief, '* and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in
Christ Jesus. ' The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance: that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. '® But for that very reason I received
mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience as an
example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. '7 To the King of the ages,
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-10
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and
sinners repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God
that their recovery brings joy in heaven.

"'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2 And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats
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with them.”

3 S0 he told them this parable: * “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one
of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until
he finds it? > And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ® And when he
comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found my lost sheep.” 7 Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.

8 “Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? * And when she has found it, she calls
together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I
had lost.” 1% Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day #608 Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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Prayers of Intercession

Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for the times when we have
been unfaithful and renew our commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a
community of mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we ask forgiveness for the ways we have neglected and harmed this earth and
its creatures. Confirm our commitment to care for all you have made and grant us wisdom and
strength to take action toward restoring your creation to its fullness. God of grace, receive our
prayer.

Merciful God, govern all who hold positions of power and authority. Instruct them to make
just decisions that serve the common good. Make them instruments of your mercy in the
world, working to heal divisions and promote peace. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, we lift up all who suffer. Bring healing, comfort, and peace to those who are
sick, grieving, or in pain (especially). Give us compassionate hearts to accompany those who
are hurting and courage to work for justice and mercy. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Merciful God, bind us together as a community of forgiveness and love. Supply us with
humility to seek forgiveness when we have wronged one another and generosity to extend
mercy when we have been wronged. God of grace, receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Merciful God, we remember in love those who have departed this life. Console those who
mourn and give them the hope of resurrection. God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.
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Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
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Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Come to this meal of mercy.

All who desire communion on this day are welcome to commune with us and partake in the
promise of eternal life by Jesus Christ himself. In solidarity with our siblings in recovery, we
use non-alcoholic wine. Please indicate if you would like a gluten free communion wafer. If you
do not wish to take communion, you are still invited to ask the Vicar for a blessing before you
leave. Traditionally, those who commune are baptized into the Christian faith. If you are not
baptized and would like to learn more about what it means to be baptized and share in the meal
at the Lord's Supper Table, please talk with Vicar Elaine Robbins.

Communion

Communion Song - Instrumental

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

Sending Song #534 Savior, Again to Your Dear Name
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
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| I Y N A I N I I |
L N N N N N N N N N N N I I N N N N N N N N B A B B |

Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary Boldt, Cindy
Little, Arlene Posont, Tara Henry, Larry, John Trzeciak, Caden, Pam LeVeque, Jon Lindquist,
Lochlan Heyrman, Candace Dennis, Michael Leposky, Edward Larson, Lori Glaister, and
Doug Scheuneman.

Nursing Home: Norma Secreast
Assisted Living: Pepper VanLandschoot (Jacobetti),
Pauline Elavsky (Harbour View-Munising)
In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen,
and our veterans who have returned to their communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Elaine Robbins

ASSISTING MINISTER: George — Saturday Joanie - Sunday
USHERS: Volunteer — Saturday David & Brandalyn- Sunday
ALTAR GUILD: Paula Ackerman

FELLOWSHIP HOST: Deb & Jim Pettula

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday, Sept. 20 — Saturday Worship Service - 5:00 pm — In person
Sunday, Sept. 21 - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am — In person & Facebook

You can now use Vanco to give online or
using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.

The Free Store will be open on Thursday, September 18" from 1-3pm & 4-6pm. Volunteers
are always welcome.

Fall Fest Bazaar - Saturday, October 4, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Please plan to attend this year’s Fall Fest Bazaar. Proceeds support the work of Eden’s
Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (WELCA) group.

Please consider donating baked goods, sandwiches/wraps, crafts, raffle items, plants,
produce, and white elephant treasures. Items may be placed on the counter or a table
basement kitchen. Please, no clothing or shoes.
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Many volunteers will be needed for another successful bazaar. A sign-up sheet will be
available soon. Please contact Norma Dick at 906-202-2778 or Vicar Elaine to help or with
questions. Thanks!

The Book Club resumes on Thursday, October 16" at noon.

Serving the congregation during worship - Please consider volunteering on Saturday
evenings and Sunday mornings to usher, read lessons and prayers, assist with communion, or
host fellowship.

Flower Sponsors Are always appreciated. Flower sponsorship is $30 a month. Your gift may be
placed in the offering with a notation for flowers and your selected month. Flowers from your
home garden or from a church garden are also welcome.

Volunteer Help Needed - Our newsletter editor is looking to retire. The current newsletter is
prepared in Word. Please speak with Vicar Elaine if you can help. Thank you.

Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles at the church.
If you have changed any of your contact information (address, phone, email), please

complete the directory update form in narthex or contact the church office to update your
information.

CHURCH CONTACT INFQ: Please note the email addresses you should use for contacting
the office and the pastor.
Office: eden@jamadots.com Pastor: pastorofeden@gmail.com

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or pastorofeden(@gmail.com
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