Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Baptism of Our Lord
January 11 & 12, 2025

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Children’s Church

Introduction

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption
as God’s children, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty
God when we ‘“pass through the waters . . . the rivers . . . fire.” On this day the
heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved,
Jesus, in bread and wine.

Confession and Forgiveness

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our creator,

our protector,

our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful God,

you speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act

with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;

we assume the worst about one another.
Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.
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Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.
Amen.

God proclaims these words of assurance:
‘Do not fear, for | have redeemed you.
| have called you by name. You are mine.”

In -+ Christ, you are forgiven.

In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG - #396 Spirit of Gentleness

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the Holy Spirit and
revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born of water and the
Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be called children of God,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD
First Reading: Isaiah 43:1-7

Near the end of Israel’s exile in Babylon, God promises to bring the people home.
They need no longer be afraid, because the one who formed, created, and called
them by name now redeems them from all their enemies. God declares them
precious and honored, and God loves them.

1 But now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob,
he who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for | have redeemed you;
| have called you by name, you are mine.
2\When you pass through the waters, | will be with you;
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and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned,
and the flame shall not consume you.
3For | am the LoRrD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior.
| give Egypt as your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.
4Because you are precious in my sight,
and honored, and | love you,
| give people in return for you,
nations in exchange for your life.
Do not fear, for | am with you;
| will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west | will gather you;
¢ will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not withhold;
bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth—
"everyone who is called by my name,
whom | created for my glory,
whom | formed and made.”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 29

R The voice of the LORD is upon the waters. (Ps. 29:3)
! Ascribe to the | LorD, you gods,
ascribe to the LorD glo- | ry and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LorD in the beau- I ty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LoRD is upon the | mighty waters.
4The voice of the LorD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the Lorp is a ! voice of splendor. R
®The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
®the Lorp makes Lebanon skip ! like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a ! young wild ox.
"The voice ! of the LORD
bursts forth in ! lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lorp | shakes the wilderness;
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the LorD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh. R
®The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the ! forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are ! crying, “Glory!”
¥ The LorbD sits enthroned a- ! bove the flood;
the LoRD sits enthroned as king for- I evermore.
10 LorbD, give strength ! to your people;
give them, O LoRb, the bless- | ings of peace. R

Second Reading: Acts 8:14-17

Peter and John are sent to support the new Christians in Samaria, a group that was
recently baptized after hearing the good news of Christ through the preaching of
Philip. Here the Samaritans receive the gift of the Holy Spirit in the laying on of
hands.

14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word
of God, they sent Peter and John to them. ** The two went down and prayed for
them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come
upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus).
1"Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 3™ chapter
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel: Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

The reading opens with questions about the identity of the Messiah. John the
Baptist insists that he is not the Messiah; instead he points ahead to one who is
coming. And whether the voice of God was heard by all or only by Jesus, God
settles the matter: Jesus is God’s beloved Son.

15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, ¢ John answered all of them by
saying, “l baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than | is coming; |
am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. 1" His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to
gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been
baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, ??2and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY - #456 Baptized in Water

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world,
and all of creation.

A brief silence.

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of baptism. Nurture the
baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the good news, especially Young Adults
in Global Mission and international congregations. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your voice sounds over the waters. Speak words of healing over the rivers and
lakes, seas and oceans (local bodies of water may be named). Heeding your voice,
lead us to care for water, and the land and creatures it nourishes. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
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You give strength to your people. Uphold all who serve the common good. Guide
federal and state legislators, city and county officials, judges and juries. Strengthen
our resolve to serve all in need. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You are with us in challenging times. Draw near to all who are ill, undergoing
treatment, or recovering from surgery (especially). Accompany individuals and
families affected by addiction or mental health challenges. Uphold each person as
your beloved. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You draw us into community. Embolden ministries of racial reconciliation, nurture
work on behalf of immigrants and refugees, and equip each to use their gifts for the
sake of neighbors near and far. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

You grant us peace. Comfort all who grieve. Dwell with us in this life and, at the last,
join us with the saints whom you have created, formed, and named. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your
promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray.

God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:

our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.

Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body given for
you. Do this in remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this in remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

The joy of the Lord is our strength.

Come, eat this meal of gladness.

All who desire communion on this day are welcome to commune with us and
partake in the promise of eternal life by Jesus Christ himself. In solidarity with our
siblings in recovery, we use non-alcoholic wine. Please indicate if you would like a
gluten free communion wafer. If you do not wish to take communion, you are still
invited to ask the Vicar for a blessing before you leave. Traditionally, those who
commune are baptized into the Christian faith. If you are not baptized and would
like to learn more about what it means to be baptized and share in the meal at the
Lord's Supper Table, please talk with Vicar Elaine Robbins.

COMMUNION HYMN - #465 As the Grains of Wheat - Sunday

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray.

Nourishing God,

at this table you have refreshed us

with holy gifts of food and drink.

Strengthen us for service,

and send us out to embody your good news

of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray, Amen.
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SENDING

Blessing

The Spirit of the triune God
++ bless you with joy,

anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN - #881 Let All Things Now Living

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Live in hope.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary
Boldt, Cindy Little, Arlene Posont, Marilyn Cook, Nick Brock, Tara Henry, Larry,
Helen Mattson, and Family of Sharon Eklund.

Nursing Home: Norma Secreast, Pauline Elavsky

Assisted Living: Pepper Van Landschoot (Jacobetti)

In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew
Moilanen, Mikala Robinson, and our veterans who have returned to their
communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Vicar Elaine Robbins

ASSISTING MINISTER: George — Saturday Volunteer - Sunday
USHERS: Volunteer — Saturday Joanie - Sunday
ALTAR GUILD: Brenda St. Martin

MUSICIAN:

FELLOWSHIP HOST: Volunteer

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday, Jan.18" — Saturday Worship Service 3:30pm — In person
Sunda_y, Jan. 19t - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am-In person & Facebook

=[] GIVE USING VANCO ONLINE OR IN THE APP

M  You can now use Vanco to give online or

using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.
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The Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays at 10:00am.
The Book Club will meet on Wednesday, January 15" at 12:00p.m.
The Free Store will be open on Thursday, January 16" from 1-3 & 4-6p.m.

Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles to the
church. Thank you.

UOIUNTEERS NEEDED - Eden is looking for two volunteers who would like to

join the offering counters team. This involves one Sunday a month following
the worship service. Please contact Joanie Hinsa or the office.

CHURCH CONTACT INEO: Please note the email addresses you should use for
contacting the office and the pastor.
Office: eden@jamadots.com Pastor. edenevangelicalpastor@gmail.com

Please be sure to update your email contacts to use these email addresses. Former
addresses will no longer be used, and you should get an email response through
your email provider stating that the message cannot be sent.

In addition, if you have changed any of your contact information (address,
phone, email), please complete the directory update form in narthex or contact the
church office to update your information.

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or edenevangelicalpastor@gmail.com
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