EDEN LUTHERAN CHURCH
September 6, 2026

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

Gathering Song
#556: Morning Has Broken

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your
help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us
toward all that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

Word

First Reading — Ezekiel 33:7-11

7 So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8If | say to the wicked,

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your
hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do not turn from their
ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved your life.

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As | live, says the Lord God, | have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 119:33-40

Refrain: | desire the path of your commandments. (Ps. 119:35)
33Teach me, O Lord, the way | of your statutes,
and | shall keep it | to the end.
34 Give me understanding, and | shall | keep your teaching;
I shall keep it with | all my heart.
35 ead me in the path of | your commandments,
for that is | my desire.
% Incline my heart to | your decrees
and not to | unjust gain. R
37 Turn my eyes from be- | holding falsehood;
give me life | in your way.
3 Fulfill your promise | to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.
39 Turn away the reproach ! that | dread,
because your judg- | ments are good.
40Behold, | long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- | liven me. R
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Second Reading — Romans 13:8-14

8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no
wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers;
12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and
put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy.

14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify
its desires.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel — Matthew 18:15-20

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and point
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have regained
that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If that
person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the offender refuses to listen
even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly |
tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose
on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20 For where
two or three are gathered in my name, | am there among them.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day
#856: How Great Thou Art

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayers & Offering
Prayers of Intercession

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the words
you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. Protect
grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal communities crying out
after disaster (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from selfish
gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all who labor. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken
relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. (We pray
especially for . . .) Hear us, O God.

Here other intercessions may be offered aloud or in your heart.

Your mercy is great.

Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness and
grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even through our
imperfections. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the nearness
of your salvation for (name/s, and) all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else
you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

Sharing of Peace

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.
Assembly: And also with you.
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Thanksgiving for the Word
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your
Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom from
captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for life with
you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-
giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, increase
our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful to your Word, O
God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, to
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Offering

Thank you for your generosity, which allows Eden to serve our neighbors.
Offering Prayer

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Sending

Blessing

Amen.

Sending Song

#881: Let All Things Now Living
Dismissal

Minister: Go in peace. Share the good news.
Assembly: Thanks be to God.
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Please Remember in Your Prayers
Anne Balko, Tara Henry, Larry Tweedale, Dottie Hermanson, Larry, Patricia Hyry,

Wayne Dausey, Billie Lindquist, Michelle McLaughlin, Lisa Balko, David Heyrman, Mike,
Richard Ihamaki, Patti Espinoza, & Darlene Hehn

Nursing Home & Assisted Living: Norma Seacrest, Pauline Elavsky (Harbour View), and

Jane Guyott

In Service: Craig Oas, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen, and our

veterans who have returned to their communities.

Serving This Weekend
Presiding Minister:
Gisele Duehring
Assisting Ministers:
Saturday — No service

Sunday — Volunteer
Ushers:

Saturday — No service

Sunday — Volunteer
Altar Guild: Joanie Hinsa < Fellowship Host: Perttula’s
Pastoral care: Vicar Elaine Robbins ¢ 906-450-3344 « pastorofeden@gmail.com
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