Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Third Sunday in Lent
March 22 & 23, 2025

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the -+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to
live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of -+ Jesus Christ, your sins
are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ
may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

Gathering Song #756 Eternal Father, Strong to Save

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above,
and for our salvation,

let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world,

for the well-being of the Church of God,
and for the unity of all,

let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house,

and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us
with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Word
First Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a
celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those who
return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our ways.

! Ho, everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.
2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3Incline your ear, and come to me;
listen, so that you may live.
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| will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
®See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for he has glorified you.

®Seek the LORD while he may be found,
call upon him while he is near;
"let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 63:1-8
R O God, eagerly I seek you; my soul thirsts for you. (Ps. 63:1)

1O God, you are my God; eager- ! ly I seek you;
my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there ! is
no water.
2Therefore | have gazed upon you in your ! holy place,
that 1 might behold your power ! and your glory.
3 For your steadfast love is better than ! life itself;
my lips shall | give you praise.
4So will I bless you as long !as I live
and lift up my hands ! in your name. R
My spirit is content, as with the rich- | est of foods,
and my mouth praises you with ! joyful lips,
6when | remember you up- ' on my bed,
and meditate on you in | the night watches.
"For you have | been my helper,
and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice.
& My whole being ! clings to you;
your right hand ! holds me fast. R
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Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus Christ: He
is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of God’s faithfulness

T do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under the
cloud, and all passed through the sea, ? and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in
the sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they
drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. °® Nevertheless, God
was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the wilderness.

®Now these things occurred as examples for us, S0 that we might not desire evil as they did.

"Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat
and drink, and they rose up to play.” ® We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of
them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. ° We must not put Christ to the test,
as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 1° And do not complain as some of them
did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. * These things happened to them to serve as an
example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the ends of the ages have come.
1250 if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. *3No testing has overtaken
you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond
your strength, but with the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to
endure it.

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 13:1-9
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is deserved
into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that the timeline for
ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience.

1 At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood
Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.? [Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because these
Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3 No, I tell you;
but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed
when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse offenders than all
the others living in Jerusalem? ®No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as
they did.”

® Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three years I
have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still | find none. Cut it down! Why should it
be wasting the soil?” 8 He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and
put manure on it. ° If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.””
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The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon
Hymn of the Day #624 Jesus, Still Lead On

Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried,;
he descended into hell,
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need.

We pray for the church, called to be a witness to all peoples. Grant humility and wisdom to
bishops, pastors, deacons, elders, councils, and congregations, that they may call upon you in
making decisions. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the earth, called to provide abundantly. Teach your people the goodness of your
generosity, that in sharing what we have been given, all life may flourish on the planet that is
our shared home. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We pray for the nations, called to protect their inhabitants and collaborate in the work of
justice and peace. Forge bonds of compassion and mutual care across human borders and
boundaries, that all the world may have enough to live. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.
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We pray for those in need, called to receive your compassion (especially). Comfort those
whose lives have been disrupted through natural disasters and human conflict (especially). Aid
communities in coming together to mourn, heal, and rebuild. God, in your mercy, receive our
prayer.

We pray for this assembly, called to welcome its neighbors to the table of your grace. Bless
food pantries, community gardens and kitchens, clean water projects, and all ministries that
address human hunger and thirst. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful lives of those who proclaimed your gospel in times of
challenge and strife, and for all those whose lives of love and service have ended (especially).
May their witness inspire our own. God, in your mercy, receive our prayer.

Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of
Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Meal
Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life.
Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
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You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting
and your faithfulness endures from age to age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

With this bread and cup
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
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Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life:
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us

and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast.

Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us.

Send us forth,

burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures,

with sun and moon and stars,

we praise you, O God,

blessed and holy Trinity,

now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.

Amen.
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Invitation to Communion

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

All who desire communion on this day are welcome to commune with us and partake in the
promise of eternal life by Jesus Christ himself. In solidarity with our siblings in recovery, we
use non-alcoholic wine. Please indicate if you would like a gluten free communion wafer. If you
do not wish to take communion, you are still invited to ask the Vicar for a blessing before you
leave. Traditionally, those who commune are baptized into the Christian faith. If you are not
baptized and would like to learn more about what it means to be baptized and share in the meal
at the Lord's Supper Table, please talk with Vicar Elaine Robbins.

Communion
Communion Song (pg. 135)

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray.

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our prayer,
the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
Sending Song #623 Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me

Dismissal
Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

+++++++++++++H++H
Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary Boldt, Cindy Little,
Arlene Posont, Nick Brock, Tara Henry, Larry, Helen Mattson, Al Young, Jean Mattson, John
Trzeciak, and Dave Eglsaer.

Nursing Home: Norma Secreast, Paul Goodburn

Assisted Living: Pepper Van Landschoot (Jacobetti), Pauline Elavsky

In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen, Mikala
Robinson, and our veterans who have returned to their communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Vicar Elaine Robbins
ASSISTING MINISTER: George — Saturday Volunteer - Sunday
USHERS: Volunteer — Saturday Volunteer - Sunday
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ALTAR GUILD: Karen Derwin
MUSICIAN: Ellie Russey
FELLOWSHIP HOST: Joanie Hinsa

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday, March 29 — Saturday Worship Service - 5:00 pm — In person
Sunday, March 30 - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am-In person & Facebook

You can now use Vanco to give online or
using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.

The Prayer Group meets on Tuesdays at 10:00am.
Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles to the church.

WEDNESDAY ECUMENICAL LENTEN SERVICES
Soup/Bread Supper 6pm — Worship Service — 7pm

March 26" — First Presbyterian Church
April 2" — United Methodist Church
April 91" — St. John’s Episcopal Church

Help Us Collect Underwear and Sock Donations — Throughout Lent we will be
collecting new socks and underwear for women, men and children. All collected items will
be donated to the Room at the Inn. A basket will be in the narthex for donations.

Please be sure to update your email contacts to use these email addresses. Former addresses will no
longer be used, and you should get an email response through your email provider stating that the
message cannot be sent.

In addition, if you have changed any of your contact information (address, phone, email),
please complete the directory update form in narthex or contact the church office to update your
information.

CHURCH CONTACT INFO: Please note the email addresses you should use for contacting the
office and the pastor.
Office: eden@jamadots.com Pastor: pastorofeden@gmail.com

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or pastorofeden@gmail.com

Pagelo


mailto:eden@jamadots.com
mailto:pastorofeden@gmail.com
mailto:pastorofeden@gmail.com

