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LIFE IN EDEN 
Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church  

Munising, Michigan 

August 2025 
All are welcome.  Come as you are! 

 

 

Hello friends, 

 
As I think ahead to fall and the new school year, I’m excited. The beginning of the 

school year always feels like a fresh start - almost like New Year’s. It’s a time when many 

of us return to old routines, often with a plan to do a little better this time. We might aim 

to be more organized, start our mornings more peacefully, enforce weekday bedtimes, or 

make a greater effort to eat dinner together as a family. It’s a new beginning - a chance to 

grow and improve. That’s exactly how I feel about fall at church. 
I’m especially looking forward to programs like quilting, book club, and prayer 

group starting back up in September. This is a great time to try something new. All of our 

groups are open and ready to welcome you. 

The fall also brings Fall Fest, which will be held on Saturday, October 4. You may 

begin bringing items to sell - please leave them on the counter or table in the basement 

kitchen (the floor may get wet). The first planning meeting will take place right after 
church on Sunday, August 17. 

This season is also a good time to talk about our need for ushers and assisting 

ministers. I’m not sure how we can best fill these important roles before each Sunday. 

Should we return to using captains? Create a rotation of folks who are willing to serve? 

Try something else entirely? When we don’t have people scheduled in advance, it creates 

unnecessary stress before worship - at least for me! 
Speaking of service opportunities, we’re in need of one or two more people to help 

with the Facebook feed and the Midi. Right now, we have very few people available to 

run the Facebook livestream. Thankfully, the process has been greatly simplified from 

when we started. Both tasks are easy to learn. With our part-time musicians, I’d also like 

to start scheduling Midi players just as we do with musicians. 

I’m also hoping to find more help with home visitation and Medilodge worship. 
Honestly, after Sunday worship, it’s tough to wait until 2 p.m. to head over to Medilodge. 

But every single time we leave there, I’m grateful we’ve provided that ministry. In July, 

Harry and I even received applause - that was a first!  

One of the most meaningful moments that day came when I spoke to a woman 

sitting in the hallway. She looked heartbroken and near tears. I knelt down and asked 

what was wrong. She tried to respond, but because she’d had a stroke, I couldn’t 
understand her words. Then she reached out for a hug. She may have needed comfort, but 
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that hug did as much for me as it did for her. These moments stay with me. I’d love for 

more of you to experience the deep meaning that comes from sharing your time in these 
ways. 

I hope Eden will experience a season of revitalization this fall. There’s already 

such great energy and community here - I want to see it grow and spill out beyond our 

doors. But it takes you. God has gifted each of us with something special to share. Let’s 

use those gifts to glorify God. Together, we make Eden a beautiful place to worship and 

serve. 
 

With peace and love, 

Vicar Elaine 

 

 

 

Northern Great Lakes Synod  

  Lutheran Christians in the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and Northeastern 

Wisconsin gather together in communities of faith for worship and ministry. Walking 
together are the 80 congregations, 115 pastors and 27,500 Lutherans of the Northern 

Great Lakes Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).  

  This Synod is one of 65 in the ELCA. The 9,500 congregations of the ELCA 

comprise 3.9 million baptized members. In 1987, the latest in a series of Lutheran church 

mergers created the Northern Great Lakes Synod (NGLS), encompassing the entire 
Upper Peninsula of Michigan and the six adjacent counties in Northeastern Wisconsin.  

  Immigrants from Finland, Sweden, Norway, and other European nations began the 

Lutheran ministry in this Synod area almost 150 years ago. The oldest continuous 

congregation in the Synod is Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in Hancock, Michigan, founded 

in 1867.  

  Spreading the Gospel, the Synod, in the past 25 years, has embraced a new 
mission start at prince of Peace Lutheran Church is Eagle River, Wisconsin, as well as 

Shepherd of the Sea Chapel in Copper Harbor, Michigan.  

  Other vibrant Synod ministries include the Lay School for Mission and our 

Companion Synod program. The Eastern and Coastal Diocese of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church in Tanzania and the Northern Great Lakes Synod are connected in the 

Gospel. 
  The Synod’s institutional partners include Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp in Crystal 

Falls, Michigan; Finlandia University in Hancock, Michigan; and Northland Lutheran 

Retirement Community in Marinette, Wisconsin. 

  Other partners include Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper 

Michigan and Lutheran Campus Ministry at Northern Michigan University in Marquette 

and Michigan Technological University in Houghton. 
https://nglsynod.org/who-we-are/ 

  

https://nglsynod.org/who-we-are/
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Join us for the Lifelong Faith Formation 2025 Fall Classes!  

 

Registration is open for the fall classes offered by the Northern Great 

Lakes Synod.  The Lifelong Faith Formation program provides a variety 

of classes for shared listening and learning via Zoom. With special 
thanks to our fall teachers, here are the classes they will teach this fall: 

  

Caring for Creation – A discussion study of the theological, societal, and scientific 

reasoning of the ELCA Social Statement with Chuck Thomas, NGLS Vice President 

 

Feeding your Soul - practicing spiritual practices with Pastors Terry Cathcart, Terry 

Frankenstein, Lee Goodwin, Grant Van Lishout, and Deacons D’Etta Broam, and Noreen 

Stevens 

 

In the Beginning: The first 11 Chapters of Genesis with Pastor Tommy Wimsae 

 

Introduction to Biblical Hebrew with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn 
 

Recognizing, Responding, and Re-Visioning Discipleship in an age of Christian 

Nationalism with Pastor David Van Kley 

 

Courses are free but may require the purchase of books or other materials. For more detailed 

information and to register, visit the synod website Resources page: 

https://nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation/  Please register by September 15!    

 

Contact Sister Noreen Stevens with your questions: (651)815.1145 or nstevens@nglsynod.org 

 

  Scripture Readings for August 

 
August 3 Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 

2:18-23 

Psalm 49:1-12 Colossians 3:1-11 Luke 12:13-21 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom. (Ps. 49:3) 

August 10 Genesis 15:1-6 

 

Psalm 33:12-22 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 Luke 12:32-40 

Let your lovingkindness be upon us, as we place our hope in you. (Ps. 33:22) 

August 17 Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 

Psalm 82 Hebrews 11:29—12:2 Luke 12:49-56 

Arise, O God, and rule the earth. (Ps. 82:8) 

August 24 Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 

Psalm 103:1-8 Hebrews 12:18-29 Luke 13:10-17 

The Lord crowns you with mercy and steadfast love. (Ps. 103:4) 

August 31 Proverbs 25:6-7a 

 

Psalm 112 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 Luke 14:1, 7-14 

The righteous are merciful and full of compassion. (Ps. 112:4) 

  

https://nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation/
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-3/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-10/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-17/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-24/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2025-8-31/0
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Eden Lutheran Church Council Meeting 

May 4, 2025  

 

Council Members Present:  Vicar - Elaine 

Robbins, President - Ryan Graves, Vice 
President - Norma Dick, Secretary - Jennifer 

Wood, Treasurer - Brandalyn Decet, Bruce 

Dausey, Brenda St. Martin, Kaye Methot 

 

Ryan Graves called the meeting to order at 

11:58am 

 

Opening devotion: 

Devotion from, “Seed Sowers Devotions for 

Congregational Meeting in the Northern 

Great Lakes Synod” given by Elaine 

Robbins, followed by discussion. 
 

Additions to the Agenda:  

OLD:  

NEW: Katie Schneider here to ask if she can 

start a community garden.  

 

Review and Approval of Previous Meeting 

Minutes:  

Bruce makes a motion, Kaye seconds - 

motion carries. 

 

Review and Approval of Financial 
Reports: 

Brenda makes a motion, Bruce seconds - 

motion carries. 

 

Vicar’s Report: April Harry and Elaine did 

two services at Medilodge, Easter went well 

with good attendance and thank you to 

everyone who helped with her mom’s 

service.  

 

Upcoming Church Events:  
June 14 church will attend the UP Pride 

Festival. June 22 baptizing Elizabeth Decet.  
June 8 Fish Fry 

 

 

Old Business:  

 

New Business:  

- Thank you from the Alger County Food 

Pantry 

- Membership of Harry and Ruth 

Lindquist transferred. 

- Katie Schneider (a master gardener) 

presents her idea of beginning a 

community garden in the community and 

asked if she could use the church 

property to begin a garden. A garden that 

the community would take care of to 

raise food for those in need. Bruce makes 

a motion to continue further planning 

with Katie and her group of creating a 

community garden on the church 

property, Kaye seconds - motion carries.  

- Fishing tournament through the 

Munising Volunteer Fire Department - 

May 17-18. Norma makes a motion to 

permit parking by fishing tournament 

attendees, Jean seconds - motion carries. 

Norma will talk with the organizers 

about donations to park in our lot. 

- Jean discusses an offer from Trudgeon’s 

Landscaping for lawn care. $1680 for the 

entire session. Brenda makes a motion to 

accept the offer, Kaye seconds - motion 

carries.  

 

Significant Church Events: 

 

Next Council Meeting:  June 22 

 

Meeting adjourned at 12:52pm 

Closed with the Lord's Prayer 

 
Respectfully submitted,  
Jennifer Wood, Council Secretary  
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A Heartfelt Thank You 

For my retirement luncheon, flowers and 

gift.  It was special.  Many thanks to all.  

Ruth Lindquist 

 

The Prayer Group will resume in 

autumn.  

Meets every Tuesday, 10 a.m. 

All are welcome. We take time to talk 

about what is going on in our lives and 

those who are on our prayer list. We use 

a brief Morning Prayer service to pray 

for everyone on our prayer list by name. 

 

Quilting Bee, September 11 

The Quilters meet at 10 a.m. on the 

second Thursday of each month, except 

in summer. All are welcome.  

 
Book club will resume in autumn. 

Meets third Wednesday, 12-1 p.m.  

If you have suggestions for book club 

readings, please let Lynn DeRoche or 

Joanie Hinsa know.  Everyone is 

welcome to join. 
 

Free Store, Thursday, August 21 

Open 1-3 p.m. and 4-6 p.m., third 

Thursday. Volunteers are needed.  

 
Sunday, August 24, 2 p.m.  

On the fourth Sunday of each month, 

join Vicar Elaine and Harry to worship 

with the residents of Medilodge. 

 

Looking Ahead 

- Bruce Dausey will be presiding 

minister on August 9-10. 

- The Fall Fest Bazaar will be on 

Saturday, October 4.  

 

Financial Snapshot as of 7/22/2025 

Income: $10,827.55  

Year to date  $48,143.74  

Expenses: $10,178.03  

YTD $55,439.85 

Please note: Income is not keeping up 

with expenses. 

 

Revolving Fund Balances 

As of 7/16/2025 
Free Store - 6/30/2025 $1,288.81 

Worship & Music Fund $2,529.42 

Scholarship Fund  $23,829.19 

Seminary Fund $2,758.03 

Help Fund $1,311.44 

Memorial Fund $15,322.71 

Youth Ministry Fund $2,674.61 

 

Free Store Financial Report 6/30/2025  
Income Expenses Balance 

Balance 

1/1/2025 

  $1,666.56 

January $24.53 0  

February $24.53 $45.96  

March $24.53 $482.49  

First qtr  

3/31/2025 

$73.59 $528.45 $1,211.70 

April $24.53 $200.58  

May $24.53 $145.90  

June $524.53 $150.00  

Secnd qtr 

6/30/2025 

$573.59 $496.48 $1,288.81 

 

Scholarship Fund as of 6/30/2025 

Savings 5/1/2025 $301.54 

Receipts $0.19 

Savings Balance $301.73 
Cert. of Deposit 5/1/2025 $23,098.07 

Receipts (interest) 0 

CD Balance  $23,527.65 

Combined Balance $23,829.38 
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Happy Birthday! 

Birthstone for August is peridot. 

Flower is poppy. 

 

8/02 Karlee Decet 
8/03 Kelsey Brock 

8/03 Karianna Virta 

8/04 Brittany Brock 

8/04 Via Ouellette-Ballas 

8/07 John Nelson 

8/10 Kelsea Vruggink 
8/10 Marissa Graves 

8/10 Matthew Lindquist 

8/11 Riley Murk 

8/12 Lynn DeRoche 

8/17 Noel Mahoski 

8/22 Patrice Evans 
8/24 Ian Albright 

8/28 Connor Nelson 

8/28 Jack Nelson 

8/28 Doris Ritter 

8/31 John Evans 

 

 

 
 

Vicar Elaine will be on vacation.  

August 4-10. 

 

 
 

Photographers wanted! 

Do you enjoy photography?  I am 

asking for photos of Eden. We need 

more photos of the outside of our 

building. These could be used on the 

website, Facebook, or in the bulletin. 
 

Pictures of the worship space, special 

events and ministries are also 

appreciated. It is important to note that 

children’s photos will not be shared 

anywhere without parental consent. 
 

We also want to only photograph the 

Free Store, but not the clients. 

 

This request is ongoing. When you 

have photos to share, please send them 
to pastorofeden@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you!  

Vicar Elaine 

 

 

mailto:pastorofeden@gmail.com
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Serving in August 2025 

 

Date Musician Offering Counters 

August 3  Lynn DeRoche and Donna LeRoy 

August 10 Kimi Schierschmidt Helen Scheuneman and Patsy LaCombe 

August 17 Kimi Schierschmidt Norma Dick and Joanie Hinsa 

August 23  Jean Hayes and Karen Derwin 

August 31  Lynn DeRoche and Donna LeRoy 

 

 

Serving the congregation during 

worship 

Please consider volunteering on Saturday 
evenings and Sunday mornings to usher, 

read lessons and prayers, assist with 

communion, or host fellowship.   

 
Please support our Youth Ministry Fund 

by dropping off returnable cans and 
bottles at the church.  

 

Where were you in 1965? 
See a later page for a glimpse at Life in 

Eden from years past. 

 

Flower Sponsors Are always appreciated.  

Flower sponsorship is $30 a month.  Your 

gift may be placed in the offering with a 
notation for flowers and your selected 

month.  

 

Flowers from your home garden are also 

welcome, as well as from a church garden.  

 

Volunteer Help Needed 

Your newsletter editor is looking to retire.  

The current newsletter is prepared in Word.  

Please speak with Vicar Elaine if you can 

help.  Thank you.  

Date Assisting 

Minister 

Ushers Fellowship Hosts 

Saturday, August 2 Brenda St. Martin   

Sunday, August 3 Norma Dick Curt & Judy Erickson Curt and Judy Erickson 

Saturday, August 9 George Balko   

Sunday, August 10 Joanie Hinsa David & Brandalyn Decet Joanie Hinsa 

Saturday, August 16 George Balko   

Sunday, August 17 Bruce Dausey Norma Dick & Lynn 

DeRoche 

Candy Simonen, Billie 

Lindquist, Jean Hayes 

Saturday, August 23 George Balko   

Sunday, August 24 Joanie Hinsa David & Brandalyn Decet Brandalyn & David Decet 

Saturday, August 30 George Balko   

Sunday, August 31 Nathanial Wood Wood family Patsy LaCombe & Helen 

Schueneman 

Altar Guild for August – Paula Ackerman 

Flower sponsor for August – needed 

Thank you to Jean Hayes for coordinating volunteers for August!  
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Life in Eden, October 1965
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Celebrating 60 years!  Life in Eden has been a regular monthly publication of Eden 

Evangelical Lutheran Church since May 1965. 

 

Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Worship Services 

5 p.m. Saturday 
10:30 a.m. Sunday 

 

Physical address: 1150 West M-28, Munising, MI 49862 

Mailing address: P.O. Box 360, Munising MI 49862 

906-387-2520 

www.edenonthebay.org 

eden@jamadots.com 

 

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
9 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 

Elaine Robbins, Vicar 
Office Hours: Wednesday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

PastorOfEden@gmail.com 

906-450-3344 

 

Administrative Assistant and Accounts Payable Clerk: Terry Kolbus 
Treasurer and Financial Secretary: Brandalyn Decet 

Maintenance: John Cromell 

Custodian: Emily Cook 

 

The Congregational Council generally meets on the second Sunday of each month, after 

worship.  All Eden members are welcome to attend. 

Serving through 2026: Bruce Dausey, Norma Dick, Jean Hayes, Kaye Methot 
Serving through 2025:  Ryan Graves, Brenda St. Martin, Jennifer Wood 

 

Does Eden have your current contact info (mailing address, email, phone)? 

Please complete the directory update form in the narthex or 

contact the church office to update your information. 

 
 

 

 

http://www.edenonthebay.org/map.html
http://www.edenonthebay.org/
mailto:eden@jamadots.com
mailto:PastorOfEden@gmail.com
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August 2025 

Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     1 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

2 

5 p.m.  

Worship 

 

3 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship 
11:45 a.m.  
Council mtg 

4 

9-2 Office 

Open 
Vicar Elaine 

on vacation, 

August 4-10 

5 
 

6 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

7 

 

8 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

9 

5 p.m.  

Worship 
Bruce Dausey 
is presiding 
minister this 
weekend 

10 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship 
 

11 

9-2 Office 

Open 

12 
 

13 

9-2 Office 

Open 
Vicar Elaine  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

14 

 

14 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

16 

5 p.m.  

Worship 

 

17 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship 
11:45 a.m.  
Fall Fest 
planning mtg 

18 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

19 
 

20 

9-2 Office 

Open 
Vicar Elaine  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

21 
Free Store 

1-3, 4-6 p.m. 

Life In Eden 

Deadline 

22 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

23 

5 p.m.  

Worship 
2 p.m. 
Medilodge 

24 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship 

 

25 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

26 
 

27 

9-2 Office 

Open 
Vicar Elaine  
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 

28 

 

29 

9-2 Office 

Open 

 

30 

5 p.m.  

Worship 

 

31 

10:30 a.m. 

Worship 
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