P Eden Evangelical Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
July 261 & 27%. 2025

Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God,
who forgives all our sin,

whose mercy endures forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Gracious God,

Have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the
power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our
sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us
again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness
of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin,
and made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.
In the name of ++ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. Amen.

Gathering Song #818 O Master, Let Me Walk with You
Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray,
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your abundant
mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience and give us those good
things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

Word

First Reading: Genesis 18:20-32

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful
humanity. Appealing to God'’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for
the sake of the few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot.

20 Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how very
grave their sin! 2! I must go down and see whether they have done altogether according to the
outcry that has come to me, and if not, [ will know.”

22 S0 the men turned from there and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained
standing before the LORD. 23 Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep away
the righteous with the wicked? >* Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; will you
then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in it? 2° Far be it
from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous fare as
the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do what is just?” 26 And
the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, I will forgive the whole place for
their sake.” 2’ Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to my lord, I who am
but dust and ashes. 2 Suppose five of the fifty righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the
whole city for lack of five?”” And he said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.”

29 Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty
I will not do it.” 3 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are
found there.” He answered, “I will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 3! He said, “Let me take it
upon myself to speak to my lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the
sake of twenty I will not destroy it.”” 32 Then he said, “Oh, do not let my lord be angry if I
speak just once more. Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will
not destroy it.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 138

R Your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works of your hands. (Ps. 138:8)
'T will give thanks to you, O LORD, with | my whole heart;
before the gods I will I sing your praise.
21 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
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steadfast | love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- | bove all things. R
3When I called, you | answered me;
you increased my ! strength within me.
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise | you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words ! of your mouth.
3> They will sing of the ways | of the LORD,
that great is the glory | of the LORD.
®The LORD is high, yet cares ! for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar. R
"Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you | keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right | hand shall save
me.
8You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works ! of your
hands. R

Second Reading: Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19]

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of
philosophies and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is
mystically connected with Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism.

6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to walk in him, " rooted and
built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in
thanksgiving.

8 Watch out that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according
to human tradition, according to the elemental principles of the world, and not according to
Christ. ? For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, ' and you have come to fullness
in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. ' In him also you were circumcised with
a spiritual circumcision, by the removal of the body of the flesh in the circumcision of Christ;
12 when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him through faith in
the power of God, who raised him from the dead. !* And when you were dead in trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together with him, when he forgave
us all our trespasses, '4 erasing the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set
this aside, nailing it to the cross. !> He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public
example of them, triumphing over them in it. [

16 Therefore, do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food or drink or of observing
festivals, new moons, or Sabbaths. !” These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the body
belongs to Christ. ¥ Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting on self-abasement and worship
of angels, initiatory visions, puffed up without cause by a human way of thinking, !° and not
holding fast to the head, from whom the whole body, nourished and held together by its
ligaments and tendons, grows with a growth that is from God.]
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel: Luke 11:1-13
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God'’s
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and
persistence in prayer.

!'[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to him, “Lord,
teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”? So he said to them, “When you pray, say:
Father, may your name be revered as holy.
May your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
And do not bring us to the time of trial.”

3> And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, ® for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before
him.” 7 And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my
children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.” ®I tell you, even though he will not
get up and give him anything out of friendship, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give
him whatever he needs.

?“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will
be opened for you. ' For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone
who knocks, the door will be opened. '! Is there anyone among you who, if your child asked for a fish,
would give a snake instead of a fish? 2 Or if the child asked for an egg, would give a scorpion? ' If you,
then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

Hymn of the Day #742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus

Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
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was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell,

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church and pray for the needs of
the world.

Loving God, create in your church a desire for union with you in prayer. Raise up leaders to teach Christ’s
devotion to prayer and model Christ’s way of prayer, until all people experience prayerful intimacy with
you. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Reveal to humanity the sacredness of all creation. With the breath of your Spirit, realign the balances of
nature. Grant persistence in prayer and action for the sake of the earth, our common home. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Teach rulers of the earth to sing of your ways, caring for the lowly and having no preference for the
powerful. Direct the heart of every person to seek your will on earth as in heaven. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

To all whose prayers are cries for help, give your good gifts, and satisfy their deepest needs. Gather them
to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with you. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Center the ministries of this assembly on prayer and service. Guide our relationships in the wider
community, being ready to assist those who seek help. Strengthen feeding, clothing, and housing
ministries and community partnerships. God of grace, hear our prayer.

We give thanks for all who have gone before us. May we trust your steadfast love and continue in hope
until we are united with all your saints. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
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Meal
Offering

Offering Prayer

Let us pray.

Creator God,

in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good

and the harvest is plentiful.

Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth
and our labor,

that we may work for the good of all;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Let us pray.

Praise and thanks to you, holy God,

for by your Word you made all things:
you spoke light into darkness,

called forth beauty from chaos,

and brought life into being.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel
to tell of your wonderful gifts:

freedom from captivity,

water on the desert journey,

a pathway home from exile,

wisdom for life with you.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Through Jesus, your Word made flesh,
you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross,

life to those entombed by death,

the way of your self-giving love.

For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God;
rekindle your gifts within us:
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renew our faith, increase our hope,

and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need.
Faithful to your Word, O God,

draw near to all who call on you;

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be honor and glory forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.
Sending Song #543 Go, My Children, with My Blessing

Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

+++++++++++++H+H+H AR
Please remember the following people in your prayers: Anne Balko, Gary Boldt, Cindy Little,
Arlene Posont, Tara Henry, Larry, Al Young, Jean Mattson, John Trzeciak, Caden, Pam LeVeque,
Jon Lindquist, Lena, Karen Derwin, Lochlan Heyrman, Candace Dennis, Michael Leposky and all
foster children.
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Nursing Home: Norma Secreast

Assisted Living: Pepper VanLandschoot (Jacobetti), Pauline Elavsky (Harbour View-Munising)
In Service: Craig Oas, Zac Culter, Mike Knickerbocker, Peter Peterson, Mathew Moilanen, and
our veterans who have returned to their communities.

PRESIDING MINISTER: Bruce Dausey

ASSISTING MINISTER: George — Saturday Joanie - Sunday

USHERS: Volunteer — Saturday David & Brandalyn - Sunday
ALTAR GUILD: Norma & Lena

MUSICIAN:

FELLOWSHIP HOST: Billie & Donna

EVENTS OF THE WEEK
Saturday, August 2 — Saturday Worship Service - 5:00 pm — In person
Sunday, August 3 - Sunday Worship Service 10:30am-In person & Facebook

You can now use Vanco to give online or
using the mobile app. Make a one-time
gift, or set up a recurring offering.

Support our Youth Fund by dropping off returnable cans and bottles at the church.

Please be sure to update your email contacts to use these email addresses. Former addresses will no
longer be used, and you should get an email response through your email provider stating that the
message cannot be sent.

In addition, if you have changed any of your contact information (address, phone, email),
please complete the directory update form in narthex or contact the church office to update your
information.

CHURCH CONTACT INFO: Please note the email addresses you should use for contacting the
office and the pastor.
Office: eden(@jamadots.com Pastor: pastorofeden@gmail.com

For Pastoral Care needs, please contact Vicar Elaine Robbins
906-450-3344, or pastorofeden@gmail.com
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Lifelong

Join us for the Lifelong Faith Formation 2025 Fall Classes!
Registration is open for the fall classes offered by the Northern Great Lakes Synod.
The Lifelong Faith Formation program provides a variety of classes for shared
listening and learning via Zoom. With a special thanks to our fall teachers,
here are the classes they will teach this fall:

Caring for Creation — A discussion study of the theological, societal, and scientific reasoning of the
ELCA Social Statement with Chuck Thomas, NGLSynod Vice President

Feeding your Soul - practicing spiritual practices with Pastors Terry Cathcart, Terry Frankenstein, Lee
Goodwin, Grant Van Lishout, and Deacons D’Etta Broam, and Noreen Stevens

In the Beginning: The first 11 Chapters of Genesis with Pastor Tommy Wimsae

Introduction to Biblical Hebrew with Pastor Nicole Hanson-Lynn

Recognizing, Responding, and Re-Visioning Discipleship in an age of Christian Nationalism with
Pastor David Van Kley

Courses are free but may require the purchase of books or other materials. Please register by September
15!

For more detailed information and to register, visit the synod website Resources page:
https://nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation/

Contact Sister Noreen Stevens with your questions: (651)815.1145
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Eden will be holding a Bake Sale at the
Peoples State Bank on Weds, July 30th - 9am.
Funds raised will help with expenses for
Braylin Calhoun’s trip to participate in the
Junior 3SSB Boy’s All-American Camp in
Ladera Ranch, California. Please stop by for
some yummy treats that will also help
Braylin!
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